
DOT 51 / UN Portable Pressure Tank 
Inspection Procedure 

General Design Requirements  DOT 51   UN Portable 
178.245   178.274 

Special Provisions:  DOT-51: Numeric, B, T, TP 
UN Pressure: Numeric, T, TP 

(1) Hazardous Materials 
Communications Inspector Safety Part 172 

  Shipping Papers  172.200 
  ID Numbers  172.300 
  Placards  172.500 
  Product Specific Requirements  172.300 
  Portable Tank Markings  172.326 

 Verify Authorized Package Special Provisions 
Column 7 

172.101 Table 
Column 8c 

 
(2) Inspect Nameplate DOT 51 UN Pressure 

  178.245-6 178.274(i) 
    

(3) Verify Test Date & Markings  DOT 51 
180.605(c)(2) 

UN Portable  
180.605 (c)(1) 

 Always refer to 180.605(c)  Periodic 5 years Periodic 5 Years 
    Intermediate 2.5 Years 

 

(4) Inspect Tank Integrity & 
Securement DOT 51 UN Portable 

  178-245-4 178.274(h) 
  173.32(g)(1) 173.32(g)(1) 
  173. 24 (b)(1) 173.24(b)(1) 
 

(5) Inspect Outlet Closures DOT 51 UN Portable 

  178.245-1(d)(4) 178.276(c)(1-5) 
 Marking Inlets/Outlets 178.245-6(b) 178.274(e)(2) 
 Fusible Elements 178.245-1(d)(4)(iii) 178.276(c)(4) 
 Remote Closure 178.245-1(d)(4)(iii) 178.276(c)(4) 
  173. 24 (f)(1) 173. 24 (f)(1) 
 

(6) Inspect Protection of Valves & 
Accessories DOT 51 UN Portable 

  178.245-5 178-274(e)(1) 
 

(7) Optional Inspection Items DOT 51 UN Portable 
    
 Inspect Manhole Assembly NAP 178.276(c)(6) 
    
 Inspect Pressure Relief Devices 173.315(i) 178.276(f) 

OBP Instructor Toolbox 
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