
Intermediate Bulk Container (IBC) 
Inspection Procedure 

General Design Requirements: Intermediate Bulk Container 178.700 
Tank Specific Requirement: Container Specific (UN Performance-Oriented) 

178.700(c):  Less than 3000 L (793 gal.) capacity or 3 m3 (106 cu. ft.) capacity 
Special Provisions: Numeric, IB, IP 

(1) Initiate the Inspection Inspector Safety Part 172 
  Shipping Papers  172.200 
  ID Numbers  172.300 / 172.331 
  Labels  172.400 
  Placards  172.500 
  Product Specific Requirements  172.300 

 Verify Authorized Package Special Provisions 
Column 7 

172.101 Table 
Column 8c 

    
 Additional Authorization IBC  
  173.35  
 

(2) Inspect Identification Code IBC  
 Product - Solids or Liquids 178.702  
 Packing Groups and additional markings 178.703  

    

(3) Verify Test Date & Markings  IBC  

 Always refer to 180.350  Package Specific  
 

(4) Inspect Tank Integrity & 
Securement IBC  

  178.704  
  177.834  
 Segregation & Separation 177.848  
 Integrity 173.24(b)(1)  

 Loading 178.703(a)(1)(vii) & 
173.35(f)(2)  

 

(5) Inspect Outlet Closures IBC  

  178.704(e)  
  173.24 (f)(1)  
 

(6) Inspect Protection of Valves & Accessories IBC  
  178.704(e)  

Composite IBC Nomenclature in 49 CFR [Special Provisions §172.102(c)(4) and bulk packaging sections 
§§173.240 – 173.243]: 
Where 49 CFR refers to a Composite IBC as a “UN11HZ1,” “UN11HZ2,” “UN21HZ1,” “UN21HZ2,” “UN31HZ1” or 
“UN31HZ2,” the “Z” is a placeholder character, which will be replaced with some other letter, typically “A,” “B,” “H,” 
or “N.” [e.g., a rigid plastic/steel composite IBC will be a “UN31HA1.”] 
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