Oregon Department of Transportation
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER
VAN BUREN BRIDGE PROJECT ODOT KEY 20688, SHPO Case No. 19-0502
WRITTEN BY: CHRIS BELL, LIZ CARTER, HAYLI REFF, AND CHRIS RUIZ

Property Name: Corvallis Downtown Historic District
Date of Construction: c. 1856-1960
Period of Significance: c. 1856-1960
Location: Corvallis downtown
Roughly bounded by 1st Street and 6th Street on the east and west, Van Buren Avenue and
Washington Avenue on the north and south, respectively
Township 11 South Range 5 West Section 35 and Township 12 South, Range 5 West, Section 2
County: Benton
Original Use/Function: Commerce/Trade, Social, Government, and Transportation
Current Use/Function: Commerce/Trade, Social, Government, Recreation and Culture, Transportation

This Determination of Eligibility for the Corvallis Downtown Historic District was built upon the DOE
prepared by the Oregon Department of Transportation (Julie Osborn) in 2001. Unless otherwise noted,
the bulk of the contextual background provided below was taken directly from that document. The
current Determination of Eligibility deviates from the 2001 document in three significant ways. First, it
expands the period of significance from 1950 to 1960 in order to embrace several buildings constructed in
the 1950s that retain sufficient historical integrity to be considered contributing resources in the district.
This expansion also allows for some 1950s-era changes to earlier buildings—including some storefront
changes, which were common in the post-WWII years— to be recognized as potentially significant in
their own right. Second, the southern boundary of the district has been adjusted to exclude new, twentyfirst century construction, which in some cases involved the demolition of historic buildings that had been
included in the 2001 District DOE. The remainder of the boundary remains as it was presented in 2001.
It is acknowledged, however, that preparation of a National Register Nomination Form for the district
would likely entail more detailed analysis of individual buildings and of the district as a whole, which
could result in further changes (expansion or retraction) of the boundary, depending on additional survey
work and/or a shift in the period of significance. Third, one archaeological site was added to the district
and the contributing/non-contributing status of several resources was changed as a result of current
research.
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In addition, this revised document has attempted to correct previous discrepancies or errors in dates,
addresses, and descriptions to the degree possible. However, because the current effort did not involve
intensive research of each individual building within the district boundary, therefore inadvertent errors or
omissions may remain or have been carried over from previous research.
It should be noted that the building count, the number of individual addresses, and the number of tax lots
may not be equal. In some cases, a single building with multiple addresses occupies more than one tax
lot, and in other cases there are single tax lots on which there is more than one distinct building. For the
purposes of this DOE, the resource list accounts for historically distinct, individual buildings rather than
present-day tax lots. Additionally, there are circumstances in which a single building that historically
functioned as a single building is now situated on two tax lots, with two addresses, and has been divided
functionally. In those cases, the building is counted alphanumerically (1a, 1b, etc. ). Again, this
methodology may be altered if the district is considered for formal listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.
Within the approximately forty-acre district, there are one hundred and one (101) distinct buildings,
structures, and sites.1 Of those, sixty-nine (69 or 68%) are counted as “Contributing” elements, twenty
(20) of which are included in the Local Landmarks list, and seven (7) are individually listed in the
National Register. These landmarked sites include the following:
Table 1. List of Local Landmarks and Individually National Register-listed Properties
#

Resource Name

Resource Address

12

U.S. Post Office

311 S.W. 2nd St

Local
Landmark
1982

15

Kline’s Department Store

215-223 S.W. 2nd St

1989

16

Hotel Corvallis

National
Register

nd

1982

1987
1979

201-211 S.W. 2 St
nd

17

Benton County State Bank

143 S.W. 2 St

1982

21

Johnson Porter/Majestic
Theater

115-121 S.W. 2nd St

1989

22

Julian Hotel

103-107 S.W. 2nd St

1982

23

City Meat Market

111 N.W. 2nd St

1996

26

Weigand [Maggie] Building

133-135 N.W. 2nd St

1989

43

Taylor Building

136-140 S.W. 2nd St

1989

45

Kline, Lewis G., Building

219-235 S.W. Madison Ave

1982

55

Crawford & Farra Brick
Territorial Capitol Marker

340 S.W. 2nd St

1982
1989

1984

1986

1 There are 122 tax lots within the district boundary, but for the purposes of this analysis individual historic buildings
were counted, rather than modern tax lots. If a National Register nomination were prepared, consultation with the State Historic
Preservation Office would clarify whether, for legal purposes, resources should be counted by building or tax lot.
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56a

Avery, J.C., Building

400 S.W. 2nd St

1982

58

Wilhelm/McKellips-Groves
Garage

240 S.W. Washington Ave

1989

63

Rennie-Smith Building

251-257 S.W. Madison Ave

1990

71

Harding Building

301-311 S.W. Madison Ave

1989

79

Whiteside Theater

361 S.W. Madison Ave

1989

2009

th

83

Benton County Courthouse

120-190 N.W. 4 St

1982

1978

84

Hotel Benton/Benton Hotel

408 S.W. Monroe Ave

1982

1982

92

City Hall
Madison St. Methodist Church

501 S.W. Madison Ave

1982

93

Southern Pacific Warehouse
Wells Fargo Office

563 S.W. Madison Ave

1982

Thirty-two buildings (32 or 32%) are considered “non-contributing” due to a loss of integrity (24
resources) or a construction date that falls outside the period of significance (8 resources). There are
twenty (20) vacant parcels scattered throughout the district. Several resources that are counted as
“Contributing” in this Historic District DOE may meet National Register criteria for potential individual
listing, as they meet age and integrity criteria, and may have some individual significance architecturally
or for their associations with particular events, trends, or people significant in the history of Corvallis.
While the potential individual eligibility of these properties is not specifically called out in the narrative
below, properties in this category include (but may not be limited to) the following:
Table 2. List of Potentially Individually National Register-eligible Properties
Local
Landmark?

#

Resource Name

Resource Address

1

Highway 34/Van Buren Bridge

Hwy 34/Van Buren Ave at
Willamette River

12

U.S. Post Office

311 S.W. 2nd St

Y

15

Kline’s Department Store

215-223 S.W. 2nd St

Y

21

Johnson Porter/Majestic Theater

115-121 S.W. 2nd St

Y

43

Taylor Building

136-140 S.W. 2nd St

Y

55

Crawford & Farra Brick

340 S.W. 2nd St

Y

56a

Avery, J.C., Building

400 S.W. 2nd St

Y

56b

Warehouse

400 S.W. 2nd St

?

nd

57

A.L. Stevenson Garage

442 S.W. 2 St

58

Wilhelm/McKellips-Groves
Garage

240 S.W. Washington Ave

Y

63

Rennie-Smith Building

251-257 S.W. Madison Ave

Y

68c

Johnson Porter Building
Corvallis Pacific States Tel. Co.

114 S.W. 3rd (100-114 S.W. 3rd)
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71

Harding Building

301-311 S.W. Madison Ave

Y

73

Crees Building

220-230 S.W. 3rd St

77

Lipman’s Department Store

215 S.W. 4th St

92

City Hall
Madison St. Methodist Church

501 S.W. Madison Ave

Y

93

Southern Pacific
WarehouseWells Fargo Office

563 S.W. Madison Ave

Y

94

Archaeological Site 35LIN842

Not Applicable

N

Note that several of the above properties have already been included in Corvallis’ Local Landmarks list.
Additional research and analysis on each individual property will be required to make more definitive
determinations with regard to National Register eligibility.
Archaeological resources have been identified within the Corvallis Downtown Historic District and
adjacent to the boundary and site documentation has been reviewed to see if these resources contribute to
the district. The district boundary overlaps the proposed Marysville (Corvallis) Industrial
District/Marysville Landing archaeological district. The archaeological district encompasses most of
downtown Corvallis and is bounded on the north by Van Buren Avenue, from the bridge west to the
intersection 5th Street, south along 5th Street to the intersection with C Avenue and east to the confluence
of the Willamette and Marys River. The archaeological potential of the area, especially on industrial
riverfront, was noted by Chappel et al. (1992), who conducted a pedestrian survey for archaeological and
historic cultural resources. Additionally, Littlefield (1998) evaluated the potential for archaeological
deposits along the Willamette riverfront. He identified archaeological remains of a steamboat and
structural remains of riverfront warehouse submerged along the riverbank and recommended
archaeological testing in several locations in the Riverfront Park. An October 2020 side-scan sonar and
magnetometer study of the Willamette River, from the Van Buren Bridge south to Adams Avenue,
identified several anomalies but could not confirm the presence of submerged archaeological resource
associated with the nineteenth and twentieth century riverfront businesses.
Additional archaeological resource within the boundaries of the archaeological district but outside of the
proposed Corvallis Downtown Historic District include Site 35BE44 (Weber et al. 1983), a historic dump
area located at what is now the intersection of 1st and B streets (approximately 200 meters south of the
southern edge of the historic district boundary). Immediately south of the historic district boundary, near
the intersections of 1st and Washington and Adams streets, is the Copeland Site (Site 35BE90). The site
was the location of three early Corvallis residences, and later an industrial/commercial area (Hébert 2001;
Kanaby 2004, 2006a; Harro and Gallagher 2014; Lebow 2013).
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Site 35BE137, a historic refuse deposit, is in the Riverfront Park north and south of the Van Buren
Bridge. Portions of the site area had been used for a parking area before the construction of the
Riverfront Park in the early 2000s. Archaeological excavations identified a mixture of historic,
indeterminate-age, and modern material was found from the surface to more than a meter below surface
suggesting multiple fill episodes (O’Grady and Ruiz 2011). The site was recommended not eligible due
to a lack of integrity. Additional testing at the site was conducted in 2019 and confirmed that no
significant archaeological materials were present at the site (Cowan et al. 2019).
Archaeological investigations on the east side of the bridge in 2020 identified Site 35LIN842, a historicperiod subsurface debris deposit dating to the period of 1910 to 1916. Additional resources in the site
area include a historic-period artifact scatter, eight wood pilings, broken concrete, and metal cable
(Cowan et al. 2020). The site is recommended eligible and is within the Corvallis Downtown Historic
District.
Significance Summary
The locally significant Corvallis Downtown Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places under Criterion A in the area of Community Planning and Development, under
Criterion C in the Areas of Architecture and Engineering, and under Criterion D for its conveyance of
unique and significant information about the material culture of Corvallis during a specific period of
Corvallis’s history. The period of significance spans the period from circa 1856 to 1960, the opening date
of which corresponds to the earliest extant commercial building in the area, the circa 1856 J.C. Avery
Building (#56). The closing date of 1960 marks the end of the majority of the commercial building that
occurred during the historic period in downtown Corvallis.
Under Criterion A, the district is significant as the historic and current epicenter of Corvallis’ economic,
social, political, and transportation growth and development during the period from the mid-nineteenth
through the mid-twentieth centuries. Corvallis served the local community’s needs, acted as a center for
regional trade, especially for the agriculture and timber industries, served as Benton County’s government
seat, and supported the development of the Oregon Agricultural College, now Oregon State University.
Under Criterion C, the district is significant as a well-preserved collection of nineteenth and twentieth
century commercial architecture that embodies the distinctive characteristics of the commercial
downtown core of a smaller city in Oregon, and it illustrates the growth and change that such areas
experienced over a period of approximately one hundred years. Built during the period spanning the mid1850s to 1960, the buildings within the district represent many architectural styles, including their
Corvallis, Oregon Downtown Historic District
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progression and modifications from various periods, and reflect the town’s chronology through their
styles as well as their historic and continuing functions, which include retail, banking, general office,
entertainment, warehousing, and government purposes. The styles or stylistic influences represented in
the district include Italianate, Queen Anne, Romanesque, Classical, Streamline Moderne, and Commercial
Modern. The predominantly one- to three-story buildings are almost exclusively of masonry construction
(brick, hollow clay tile, concrete block, Miracle block, or poured-in-place/board-formed concrete), and
most display the features typical of their respective periods, such as surface detailing, segmental or flatarched window openings, and storefront systems typical of their periods of construction, and a variety of
cornice details. One resource in the district, the Van Buren Bridge, is significant in the area of
Engineering. Also considered individually National Register-eligible under Criteria A and C, the Van
Buren Bridge is included as a contributing element in the district as a key transportation-related feature
that contributes to the district’s physical character and aids in describing downtown Corvallis’ significant
role in local economic, agricultural, and social activities.
Under Criterion D, the district is significant for the potential to yield information about the material
culture of Corvallis. Site 35LIN842, a contributing archaeological resource to the district, is a refuse
dump used by the Corvallis community during a short period of time immediately before and after
construction of the Van Buren Bridge in 1913. While there has been some slumping of sediment and
artifacts in the upper portions of the archaeological deposits, artifacts found in the slumped areas have not
been mixed with material from later times, indicating that integrity of the overall deposit is good. This is
further supported by the association that these deposits have with contemporaneous newspaper articles
notifying Corvallis residents to dispose of refuse at this location as well as the presence of artifacts
manufactured at Corvallis businesses.
The district’s aggregate historical integrity is good, with a majority of the buildings and structures
retaining sufficient integrity to communicate their historic use and/or character and to be considered
contributing resources. As a whole, the district displays integrity in all aspects. The aspects of location,
setting, and association remain essentially intact, as the district remains in the location of Corvallis’ first
settlement and continues to be used for and associated with the community’s business and social
activities. In the aspects of materials, design, and workmanship the district’s aggregate integrity is high,
with the basic downtown design and configuration, street and alley locations and widths, block sizes and
configurations, and building sizes and materials remaining largely in place and clearly identifiable. In the
aspect of feeling, the integrity of individual buildings, which includes mid-twentieth century changes to
older buildings, contributes to this overall sense of place and historicity is still discernible throughout the
district.
Corvallis, Oregon Downtown Historic District
Determination of Eligibility

Museum Report 2020-081 (5/3/21)

6

Description Summary
Corvallis is a medium-sized city (population 59,280 in 2018) located approximately 45 miles northwest of
Eugene, and 35 miles southwest of the capitol city of Salem. Situated on the eastern sections of the
historic Donation Land Claims of Joseph Avery (claims #41 and 51) and William Dixon (claim #50).
Various portions of the downtown are parts of the plats of the Original Town of Marysville (1851),
Dixon’s Addition (1851), County Addition (1854), Avery’s Second Addition (1871), and Avery’s Third
Addition (1872).
The Corvallis Downtown Historic District comprises the historic commercial core of Corvallis and
includes primarily retail stores and offices located along 1st through 6th Streets, between Van Buren
Boulevard and Washington Boulevard, with significant historic resources dating from circa 1856 to 1960
that are related to the town's first one hundred years of commercial and transportation development.
Corvallis is located in the south-central portion of western Oregon’s Willamette Valley at the junction of
U.S. Highways 99 and 20. Highway 99 was historically a two-way highway along 3rd Street, and now
consists of a couplet that runs north along 3rd Street and south along 4th Street through the historic
downtown core. The district is on flat land along the west bank of the Willamette River, with newer
commercial development to the north, and historic residential neighborhoods to the south and west. The
district encompasses portions of twenty city blocks within the original plat of Corvallis, and is roughly
bounded by Van Buren Avenue on the north, the Willamette River along the east, Washington Avenue on
the south, and 6th Street on the west. As illustrated in Figure 2, the boundaries are irregular with the core
of the district located along the axis of 2nd Street and Madison Avenue. The district boundaries
established in 2001 were largely retained. Those boundaries were chosen at that time based upon the
presence and integrity of the historic buildings within the district, the age and integrity of the buildings
outside the district, and the newer development that borders the historic area to the north, west, and south.
The boundaries were also chosen based upon the commercial and transportation development of the city
and reflect the significant buildings, structures, and sites that help illustrate and describe those contexts.
The city’s Riverfront Commemorative Park (#2) extends along the west bank of the Willamette River
along the east side of 1st Street. Historically, buildings and structures associated with shipping and
transportation were located on the present-day parkland. While these riverfront parcels historically (well
into the mid-twentieth century) included a number of manufacturing and warehouse buildings, none
remain today although the downtown’s historical association to the riverfront remains clear. The park
area was developed in the early 2000s and is currently an open green space mixed with parking.
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Along the west side of 1st Street, primarily side and rear, elevations are visible, with only a few buildings
facing the street today. Because much of the development along 1st Street was related to early industry,
transportation, and the shipping of goods into and out of Corvallis, these commercial buildings typically
lacked the formal storefronts seen west of 2nd Street. Currently there is two-way traffic along 1st Street
between Van Buren Avenue and Madison Avenue, and one-way traffic heading north along 1st Street
between Western Avenue and Madison Avenue. Roadway changes have narrowed 1st Street at some
intersections, and the street terminates south of Western Avenue.
The densest concentration of historic buildings lies along 2nd Street, the area that developed first as the
town's commercial core. Second Street has one-way traffic between Van Buren Avenue and Washington
Avenue, angled parking, and stop signs at most intersections. Trees are located along the majority of the
street and in the parking areas, several of which are located between buildings. The trees were planted in
the 1970s with the street improvements completed for the "revitalization of the area" (Weltzin 1979:2) but
many of these have been removed and replanted with new trees.
Primarily one to three stories in height, most of the buildings in the downtown area are constructed of
masonry, and nearly all have flat roofs, many with some form of parapet. Examples of more intricately
detailed buildings include the Corvallis Hotel (#16) on the southeast corner of S.W. 2nd and Madison, the
Benton County State Bank Building on the northeast corner of S.W. 2nd and Madison (#17), the Harding
Building on the northwest corner of S.W. 3rd and Madison (#71), and the Hotel Benton at 408 S.W.
Monroe (#84). The Corvallis Hotel, built in 1927 (#16) is a four-story building with Classical detailing
that includes the decorative cornice with modillion blocks, a deep entablature with decorative crests or
shields, and elliptical arched carved window hoods and tripartite windows with multi-light double-hung
wood sash. The 1907 Benton County Bank Building (#17) incorporates more Romanesque stylistic
influence as illustrated in the large rounded arch windows on the first level, the rounded corner bay
entrance, and a crenellated cornice. The Harding Building of 1910 (#71) is a two-story brick square block
edifice that incorporates early twentieth-century Craftsman-influenced geometric patterns with Classical
forms, such as the detailing in the decorative brickwork along the cornice and the pilasters between the
groupings of three-light windows on the second level. The seven-story Hotel Benton (#84) was built in
1925 and is the largest building in the district. It incorporates a prominent cornice, round-arched
windows, pilasters, and the subtle detailing of modern classically influenced commercial architecture.
Many other good examples of late nineteenth and twentieth century commercial buildings of substantial
size with decorative brickwork and carved woodwork are concentrated within the proposed boundaries of
this historic district (see property descriptions below).
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Most of the commercial buildings include storefronts with large display windows, recessed entries,
awnings, and transom lights. There have been modifications to many of the storefronts, a common
occurrence throughout downtowns nationwide as retailers desired to keep current with changing trends,
included modernizing their storefronts as a crucial part of the store's advertising and merchandising
strategy. Some of these changes were made in the mid-twentieth century (in the 1940s or 1950s, within
the established period of significance), and in some cases those alterations have acquired significance as
illustrations of not only their original period of design and construction, but as markers of the period in
which older buildings were being updated to stay viable and attractive to modern shoppers. Many others
have storefront alterations that are either of the historic period (pre-1960) and are unremarkable
architecturally, or the changes occurred after the 1960 closing date of the period of significance, and those
are not considered to have any historical importance.
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CORVALLIS DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTY LIST
Map #) Address (tax identification)
Construction Date, Historic Name (if known)
National Register listed, Local Landmark, Contributing, Non-contributing, or Vacant
Note that addresses are those provided by the Benton County Assessor’s records. Construction
dates given below are from previous survey data or the Benton County Assessor unless otherwise
noted.
1)

Highway 34 Bridge
1913, Van Buren Bridge
Contributing
The Van Buren Bridge, completed in 1913, is the oldest vehicular swing span bridge in Oregon,
and the only remaining vehicular pin-connected moveable-span truss in the State. The 708-foot
long bridge spanning the Willamette River at the foot of Van Buren Avenue is a three-span steel
truss bridge. The superstructure includes the primary span, which is a 249’ combination pinconnected and riveted steel Pratt through truss center-bearing swing span, the secondary span,
which is a 171’ pin-connected steel Parker through truss, and the east span, which is a 57’ riveted
steel Warren pony truss. The spans rest on concrete piers that were repaired in 1940. The
mechanism to operate the swing span was removed in the 1960, and the span remains fixed in
place. The Coast Bridge Company designed the bridge and delivered the fabricated steel
structural material to the construction site, ready for assembly. This bridge is significant for its
engineering and its association with the development of Corvallis and the growth of downtown.
When early river and rail transport was replaced by automobile travel in the 1920s, the bridge
was a major factor in Corvallis' continuing viability as a community and regional trading center.
More detailed descriptive and history information on the bridge is provided in a separate
Determination of Eligibility (2020).

2)

N.W. 1st Street between Van Buren and Jefferson Avenues (11535DC03900, 11535DC04000,
12502AB00100, 12502AB00200, and 12502AB00201)
1850s-present, Corvallis Waterfront; Riverfront Memorial Park
Non-contributing
This park, now devoid of industrial buildings, is located along the west bank of the Willamette
River, east of 1st Street, immediately adjacent to the downtown core area. The site has been an
important area of industrial activity since the inception of Corvallis. A shipping point when
steamboats and other river transportation methods were employed to distribute goods to and from
Corvallis, this site has been the location of many buildings, structures, and industrial activities.
Some of the earliest buildings on the site included the Corvallis Canning Co., Fisher's Hay
Warehouse, Oregon City Transportation Company's Warehouse, Central Planing Mills, and the
Corvallis Creamery Company (Sanborn Map, 1912).
The movement to replace a blighted landscape of industrial buildings and parking lots along the
riverfront began in 1969 with a large public effort to beautify the dilapidated property (GazetteTimes 8/14/1969). Work continued into the 1970s and included cleaning up garbage along
riverfront; planting trees, shrubs, flower gardens; creating a promenade, building a foot bridge
under the Van Buren Bridge west approach; and the start of a bike path (Gazette-Times
5/25/1970). In 1975, a wooden park sign was erected, and benches designed by OSU landscape
design class were installed. That same year a plaque mounted on a boulder was installed at the
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end of Van Buren Avenue by the Daughters of the American Revolution that commemorated
Corvallis’ first steamboat landing on the river in 1851. The original dedication was planned
during the 1957 Corvallis Centennial, but the actual ceremony and placement of the monument
did not occur until 1975 (Gazette-Times 6/4/1975). The bike path was completed in 1976 and the
following year the name Corvallis Riverfront Park was first used. As early as the 1920s, but
especially during the late 1970s through mid-1990s, the City proposed development plans for the
riverfront. In 1983 an overlook platform and sunken plaza were completed at the end of Madison
Avenue, and included the Heggen Fountain designed by Clint Brown. By 1993 the park was
renamed Riverfront Commemorative Park. The $30 million Combined Sewer Overflow
Remediation Project in the late 1990s destroyed numerous elements of the park including the
sunken Monroe Plaza, river viewing platform, Heggen Fountain, park furniture, signage, original
landscaping by community groups, and original bikeway/sidewalk.
The current park was dedicated in 2002 and included three new plazas, wider bikeway/sidewalk
and layouts, fountains, signage, artwork, interpretive signs, landscape, and park furniture. The
only remaining parts of the 1970/1980s park are the steamboat landing monument, some of the
trees (most were removed during the bank stabilization or Combined Sewer Overflow work), and
the general layout of the bikeway/sidewalk in a north-south direction. However, the
bikeway/sidewalk is not in its original footprint - it has been widened and the materials have
changed.
Archaeological resources within the park include Site 35BE137, a historic refuse deposit, located
north and south of the Van Buren Bridge. Test excavations (O’Grady and Ruiz 2011; Cowan et
al 2019) have identified a mixture of historic, indeterminate-age, and modern material suggesting
multiple fill episodes. The site has been recommended not eligible due to a lack of integrity. A
remnant of a water system is present on the eastern edge of the park along the riverbank at the
end of Madison Ave. adjacent to Howland Plaza. The water system remnant is a cast-in-place
concrete platform built into the steep riverbank; the top of this platform is several feet below the
park. The east facing elevation drops 16 ft. to the level of the riverbank. The platform top
measures 14.5 ft. long by 10 ft. wide and has four shallow rectangular recesses with 1/2-inch
metal bolts. These recesses are spaced three ft. apart on center. The recesses likely represent
locations used to secure the pumping mechanism. According to the 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance
Map the concrete platform housed a Worthington steam pump likely used in a fire suppression
system. This map shows that the pump structure connected to a 6 in. water pipe that ran down
the center of Madison to four hydrants located at the corner of Madison and 2nd in front of the
Corvallis Hotel. It likely served as a fire pump for the Corvallis Hotel. This structure was not
present of the 1912 Sanborn map suggesting it was installed between 1912 and 1927The remnant
water system structure is no longer operational and is no longer connected to the Corvallis Hotel;
absent a significant connection to a resource or the district as a whole, the platform does not
convey historic significance.
Recent side-scan sonar and magnetometer study of the riverbank identified several anomalies.
These anomalies may reflect later dumping events yet does not confirm the presence of
submerged archaeological resource associated with the nineteenth and early twentieth century
riverfront businesses.
The park is now a 4.5-acre area that includes art, thousands of trees and shrubs, and features
three plazas. The park has lost its historical integrity through the removal of all the original
warehouses, factories, steamboat landings, and related infrastructure and has continued to be
subject to major modifications into the 2000s. Additionally, no significant archaeological
resources have been identified within the park. Although the park was in use during the
Corvallis, Oregon Downtown Historic District
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historic period, the park has been altered and no longer retains sufficient integrity to be
considered a contributing resource to the district.
3)

250 N.W. 1st Street (11535DC03400)
1924 (Assessor), Garage
Contributing
This one-story common bond painted brick building displays original steel sash multi-light
hopper style windows, several newer aluminum-sash windows along the south elevation, newer
garage doors, simple corbelled brick cornice, a stepped parapet, and a flat roof. The 1927
Sanborn map shows that this was originally constructed as a large garage building (this building
and resource #31 were connected) that spanned the entire north end of this block. Sometime
between 1927 and 1949 that single building was bisected by the establishment of the north-south
alleyway between N.W. 1st and N.W. 2nd Streets. The date of construction is unclear as the
Assessor lists the construction date for this building as 1924, and the date for the western portion
as 1919; both appear (as one building) on the 1927 Sanborn map. Despite the split, the building
retains integrity of design and materials sufficient to reflect its period and historic function, and
is considered a contributing resource to the district.

P)

240 N.W. 1st Street (11535DC03300)
Parking lot
Vacant

4a)

230 N.W. 1st Street (220-230 N.W. 1st Street) (11535DC03200)
1930 (Assessor), Greyhound Bus
Contributing
This one-story board-formed concrete building has a bowstring truss roof, steel sash windows
along the alley, and was historically used as a repair shop (Sanborn 1949). Although a
separate structure, it appears to be connected to and shares the same tax lot as the larger
building to the south at 220 N.W., 1st Street, and 101 N.W. Jackson Avenue (per Assessor
records). While there have been some changes to the garage bay openings on the primary
façade, the infill and dining extension are reversible in nature. The building conveys integrity
through its board formed concrete walls and, as noted above, much of its original materials.
In addition to the integrity, consistent with 220 N.W. 1st Street and 101 N.W. Jackson Ave,
the changes are similar and overall do not mar the contributing nature of the resource.
Therefore, it is considered to be a contributing resource to the district.

4b)

220 N.W. 1st Street (220-230 N.W. 1st Street) (11535DC03200)
1930 (Assessor), Greyhound Bus
Contributing
This one-story building is structurally part of and shares a roof structure with the western portion
of the Greyhound Bus Garage that was built in 1930, and historically functioned as the “greasing”
area of the building (Sanborn 1949). It now functions as a separate space and business although
the three buildings that comprise the Greyhound Bus complex (220-230 N.W. 1st Street and 101
N.W. Jackson Avenue) share a tax lot. There have been window and access changes to the south
(N.W. Jackson Avenue) façade in order to accommodate new commercial uses, but despite these
changes this portion of the larger Greyhound complex retains a relatively high degree of integrity
and is a contributing resource to the downtown district.
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4c)

101 N.W. Jackson Avenue (11535DC03200)
1930 (Assessor), Greyhound Bus Garage
Contributing
In 1930 this building was constructed and served as the Greyhound stage garage. It appears this
was the east side of one building that historically encompassed two volumes, one along the alley
(220 N.W. 1st Street, #4b) and this volume situated on the northwest corner of N.W. 1st and
N.W. Jackson Streets; both components remain. They are both built of board-formed concrete
and retain some original multi-pane, industrial-type steel sash windows with concrete sills. Each
portion has a separate bowstring truss roof. Although entrances to the building have been
changed, sufficient overall integrity remains for the building to be considered a contributing
resource to the district.

5)

118 N.W. Jackson Avenue (11535DC10800)
c. 2019, Mixed Use Commercial/Residential
Non-contributing (out of period) (Former parking lot now occupied by 118 N.W. Jackson)

6)

151 N.W. Monroe Avenue (11535DC04200)
1966 (Assessor), Warehouse
Non-contributing (out of period)
According to assessor data, this one-story concrete-block warehouse building was built in
1966. It has been altered by the application of sheet stucco and regularly spaced fixed vinyl
windows. Constructed outside the historic period, this building is not considered a
contributing resource to the district.

P)

130 S.W. Monroe Avenue (11535DC10100)
Parking lot
Vacant

7)

126-134 S.W. 1st Street (11535DC10000)
1941 (Assessor), Warehouse
Contributing
According to Benton County Assessor records, this one-story snap-tie, board-formed concrete
building was constructed in 1941 as a warehouse. The 1927 Sanborn indicates that dwellings
were located on this site at that time, and by 1949 the site was occupied by this building, which
was divided into three equally sized sections including two warehouse spaces and a wholesale
candy and tobacco shop (1949 Sanborn). This building has the streamlined character of the
1930s, with little architectural detailing apart from its decorative metal cornice band at the top of
the parapet wall. Although the windows have been replaced, the original fenestration pattern
appears to remain, and the building continues to visually convey the industrial history of this
portion of the Corvallis downtown area. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the district.

P)

No Assigned Address (11535DC09900)
Parking lot
Vacant
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8)

100-116 Madison Avenue (12502AB00500)
1929, Creamery and Shop
Contributing
This one-story brick and clay tile building was constructed in 1929. The main structure of the
building consists of locally-manufactured red clay tile walls with multi-paned steel-sash windows
along the alley wall. The roof consists of side-by-side trussed structures hidden by a parapet.
The decorative raked-brick front façade along Madison Avenue implies two broad historic
storefront sections via the stepped and curvilinear parapet with concrete coping covered with
newer metal flashing. The building currently appears to have four business entrances on this
façade, which has been altered by the installation of newer storefront window and entrance
systems, but continues to contribute to the overall character of the historic district through its
massing, materials, and design. Therefore, it is considered to be a contributing resource to the
district.

9)

240 S.W. 1st Street (12502AB00400)
c. 1930, Creamery and Cold Storage
Contributing
Located adjacent to the building at 100-116 Madison Avenue, this one-story industrial building is
also constructed of locally-manufactured red clay tile, and historically served as the creamery’s
cold storage and supply warehouse (Sanborn 1949). Most window and door openings have been
infilled, and the flat (sloped) metal roof. The south elevation red clay tile has been covered in
corrugated metal siding. It retains sufficient integrity and is considered a contributing resource to
the district.

P)

246 S.W. 1st Street (12502AB00300)
Vacant/Parking lot
Vacant

10)

361 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB03400)
c. 1920, Repair and Paint Shop
Contributing
This two-story automotive-related concrete rock-faced blocks and beaded mortar joint building is
situated immediately south of and adjacent to the building at 337-341 S.W. 2nd Street, with which
it shares a single tax lot and per the 1927 Sanborn, shared the first floor space. This building has
the scale and massing of a historic building. Alterations include faux half-timbering along the
entire exterior, major storefront changes, and the infill of nearly all historic window openings on
the first and second floors. It retains sufficient integrity to be considered a contributing resource
to the district.

11)

337-341 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB03400)
c. 1910, Auto Garage/Office
Non-contributing
This two-story commercial building is situated immediately north of and adjacent to the building
at 361 S.W. 2nd Street, with which it shares a single tax lot and per the 1927 Sanborn, shared the
first floor space. This building has the scale and massing of a historic structure, however, in its
current condition, which incorporates faux half-timbering, vinyl windows, and altered
storefronts, it has lost much of its visual character and material and design integrity. Therefore,
it is not a contributing resource to the district.
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12)

311 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB03300)
1931, U.S. Post Office
Contributing, Local Landmark
The U.S. Post Office, erected in 1931, is a one-story buff-colored brick building that exhibits a
reduction of the Beaux Arts/Classical style commonly used in government buildings in the
1920s. The rectangular building has a central entry in the long (west) side of the building,
rounded arch window openings, a stone foundation, and hipped roof. Architectural detailing
around the windows and at the frieze/cornice level is accomplished with concrete, terra cotta,
and copper. James A. Wetmore, a long-time civil servant in the Treasury Department but
identified as the supervising architect, in practice oversaw a team of architects who invariably
designed this building. The building has a massive 1967 addition to the rear (east) of the
original volume that fully obscures the original rear elevation, and parts of the north side of the
original rear wing of the building. The addition was designed by the firm of Wilmsen, Endicott
& Unthank. The western-most (1931) portion of the building retains a high degree of historical
integrity, and the rear addition may have attained some architectural significance of its own, but
is outside the period of significance. This building is listed as a Local Landmark in Corvallis
(1982). The U.S. Post Office is a contributing resource to the district.

13)

233 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB00900)
c. 1915; 1928; 1940; c. 1970, Montgomery Ward & Co. / Blackledge Furniture
Non-contributing
This two-story building was constructed sometime between 1912 and 1927, and on the 1949
Sanborn maps is identified as the location of the Montgomery Ward & Co. store. Blackledge
Furniture moved from their former location at 334 S.W. 2nd (#54) to this building in 1970.
Cursory newspaper research suggests the original building, known as the Foster Building,
dated to 1915, was added to and remodeled in 1929 when Montgomery Ward entered the
Corvallis market (Gazette-Times, 4/12/1928, 6/28/1928). A little over ten years later, in
1939-1940, Montgomery Ward Company did another major remodel (Gazette-Times,
12/26/1939, 3/4/1940). The building underwent a third renovation at the time Blackledge
Furniture moved to the location in 1970 (Gazette-Times 1/26/1970). The two-story brick
building does not present its original appearance, having been c. 1972 with stone facing and
aluminum storefront windows on the first floor, and vertical metal siding on the upper floor.
Although research has been inconclusive, it appears these changes likely occurred in the early
1970s, outside the period of significance. Because the period of significance ends in 1960,
and this building clearly presents its “out of period” appearance, it is not a contributing
resource to the historic district.

14)

223-231 (215-231) S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB00700)
1890, c. 1930, E.W. Fisher Building
Contributing
Sanborn maps, building attributes, and newspapers indicate that the two-story E.W. Fisher
Building was originally constructed in 1890 (Gazette-Times, 4/4/1890), and was remodeled circa
1930 to its current appearance. The building’s current style utilizes a more horizontal emphasis
than the vertical accentuation of the Victorian period. The cast-iron pilasters and the transoms
appear to be remnants of the 1890 storefront, but few other details from that period remain. The
front walls of the presumably brick building have been parged, and the three storefronts have also
been altered from their original appearance. At the upper level the window sashes have been
replaced, and it appears the openings may also have been altered. The building likely originally
had a decorative cornice.
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The later alterations of circa 1930 may include the upper fenestration changes as well as a
reconfiguration of the storefronts. Historically, occupants of the building included the First
Christian Church, the post office, a photo gallery, printing shop, barber shop, confectionary,
drugstore, and a bakery. The I.O.O.F. Hall is currently located here. Although altered from its
original appearance, the building continues to convey a historic albeit eclectic appearance and is a
contributing resource to the historic district. Although a distinct structure, this building shares a
party wall and a tax lot with resource #15 at 215-223 S.W. 2nd Avenue.
15)

215-223 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB00700)
1907, Kline's Department Store
Contributing, Local Landmark
The Kline's Department Store is an excellent example of early twentieth century commercial
architecture with the storefront upgraded in the mid-twentieth century. This two-story brick and
red mortar building has newer aluminum-framed storefront windows and infilled transom
windows. The upper level fenestration and design remains largely intact from 1907, although
several of the windows have been painted. Double-hung wood sash windows and doorways with
segmental-arched openings remain in place on the rear (east) elevation. Newspapers indicate this
building was an extensive remodel of the previous 1890 Kline building on the site (various
Gazette-Times articles, April-August 1907). No vestige of the earlier building is readily visible.
The Kline family members were prominent figures in Corvallis and contributed to the growth and
beautification of the city, with their business in town starting in 1864. This building is a
contributing resource to the historic district. Although a distinct structure, this building shares a
party wall and a tax lot with resource #14 at 215-231 S.W. 2nd Avenue. Kline’s Department
Store is listed in the Corvallis Local Landmark list (1989).

16)

201-211 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB00600)
1927, Corvallis Hotel (Hotel Corvallis)
National Register listed, Local Landmark
The Hotel Corvallis, built in 1927, is a good local example of Italian Renaissance architecture
executed in brick with cast stone ornamentation. It has been a hotel since it opened. The fourstory building is a concrete reinforced structure with interior rooms utilizing wood framing. It
has a denticulated cornice and a wide frieze board with relief ornamentation. Basket-weave raked
brick panels decorate the area beneath the double-hung multi-light wood sash windows. The
hotel was designed by F. Manson White and built by local contractors, Heckart and Son.
Considered a luxury hotel, there were 60 rooms, 20 per floor, with 40 containing baths, all
furnished by Meier and Frank of Portland. The commercial spaces on the first floor historically
included a jewelry store, barber shop, Western Union telegraph, and a restaurant. The Hotel
Corvallis retains a high degree of architectural integrity and was listed in the Corvallis Local
Landmark list in 1982, and in the National Register in 1987. Therefore, it is a contributing
resource to the district.

17)

143 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10700)
1907, Benton County State Bank
National Register listed, Local Landmark
This two-story brick building is located on the northeast corner of S.W. 2nd and Madison
streets, with a corner entrance. The buff-colored pressed-brick building exhibits elements of
the Richardsonian style in its use of dressed stone, brick and window arches. The prominent
projecting corner was the original entrance, and is flanked by polished granite columns.
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The fenestration is intact, with arched openings on the ground floor and square openings with
one-over-one double-hung sash remaining. Corbel tables decorate the cornice below the
simple eave. Built in 1907 for the Benton County National Bank by Archie Johnson, the
building later housed the Citizen's Bank until 1976. It was listed in the National Register in
1979, on the Corvallis Local Landmark List in 1982, and is counted as a contributing resource
to the historic district.
18)

137 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10600)
c. 1905, 1950, Sporting Goods
Non-contributing
This one-story brick building with a newer stucco finish appears on the 1912 Sanborn as a
sporting goods store. The thin Roman-like brick pattern and concrete block rear wall suggest
either a later construction date or mid-century modifications. The storefront has been altered as
has the building’s surfacing; both are modifications that appear to have been made after the
period of significance. This building does not retain identifiable historical integrity and is not a
contributing resource to the district.

19)

133-135 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10500)
c. 1905, c. 1950 Cigar/Billiards
Contributing
This one-story concrete building appears on the 1912 Sanborn map as housing a
cigar/billiards/jeweler business, but it bears little resemblance to an early twentieth century
commercial building having been updated in the mid-twentieth century. The building has two
angled storefronts faced in tile, with large fixed aluminum display windows and entrance doors
with transoms. A flat fixed awning projects beyond the face of the building protecting both
entrances, and the front wall above is covered in sheet stucco. These modifications have altered
its early twentieth century appearance but has acquired architectural significance of their own as
representative of mid-century storefront design. The building is a contributing resource to the
historic district.

20)

123-129 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10400)
c. 1905, Furniture Store
Non-contributing
This two-story brick building appears on the 1912 Sanborn map as a Furniture Store, and has
recently been used as a tavern. The façade has undergone significant changes including infill of
storefront windows, covering of transom lights, alteration of second-floor windows, and the
removal or covering of the cornice. Given these alterations, the building no longer contributes to
the character of the district. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

21)

115-121 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10300)
1913, Johnson Porter/Majestic Theater Building
Contributing, Local Landmark
The 1913 Majestic Theater was the leading theater house in Corvallis until the Whiteside
Theater was constructed in 1922; then it became the second-largest theater and main stage for
major theatrical productions. The Majestic closed in 1982. This is the oldest intact theater in
Corvallis and one of three remaining downtown. At the time of its construction it housed the
800-seat combination theater and moving picture house, as well as small shops and an
apartment on the second level.
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There have been alterations to the building, but the façade retains sufficient integrity and is a
contributing resource to the historic district. It was designated as a Local Landmark in 1989.
22)

103-107 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC10200)
1893 (1892 Assessor), Julian Hotel
National Register listed, Local Landmark
This red brick rectangular building was constructed in 1892 as the Corvallis Hotel, a Queen
Anne style three-story building with a corner entrance topped by a decorative wooden turret. In
1911 it was remodeled by adding a fourth floor and modifying the appearance to the present-day
Georgian style and renamed the Julian Hotel. The building retains much of its original character
from the 1911 period, including double-hung, wood-sash windows in flat-arched openings with
brick keystones, large corner quoins, brick beltcourses, and other surface detailing. It has a flat
roof with short parapet wall and a projecting cornice detailed with modillions. The storefronts
have been altered since their original construction, but remain compatible with the overall
character of the building. When the Hotel Julian was built, there were 100 guest rooms and a
banquet room that would accommodate 300 people. This building was designated as a Local
Landmark in 1982 and listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1984. Therefore, it is
a contributing resource to the historic district.

P)

103 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05100)
Parking lot
Vacant

23)

111 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05000)
1921, City Meat Market
Contributing, Local Landmark
The City Meat Market, constructed in 1921, reflects the northward expansion of Corvallis'
business district during the 1920s during a period of increased economic prosperity, which
marked the post-World War I, pre-depression era in Corvallis and the nation. The City Meat
Market represented the last generation of full-service mom-and-pop specialty food stores. The
economic impact of wartime meat rationing forced the closure of the market in 1944, and the
building was sold and used to house Benton Electric, a contractor’s office, and a union hall; the
upper story contained boarding rooms. The two-story buff-colored brick with red brick trim
building is a long narrow form typical of early twentieth-century commercial block building. The
architectural detailing consists primarily of colored brick patterning. The storefront remains in
good condition, though the original wood sash windows on the second floor have been replaced
with vinyl sash. It was designated as a Corvallis Local Landmark in 1996 and is a contributing
resource to the downtown historic district.

24)

115-121 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC04900)
c. l920, Furniture Store, Paints and Wallpaper Store
Contributing
The 1927 Sanborn Map indicates that a furniture store and a paints and wallpaper store were
located in this building. It is a one-story buff-colored brick with red brick trim building,
incorporating three storefront entrances. The storefronts have undergone some changes including
the painting of transoms on two-thirds of the building and most storefront windows have been
replaced with aluminum sash.
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The furniture store appears to have had a more prominent entrance at the north third of the
building, which remains intact with minor changes to the transom window materials. These
changes, although using modern materials, retain the large open storefront feeling with recessed
entries. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the district.
25a)

127 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC04800)
c. 1920, sheet metal shop
Non-contributing
Originally a shared business with 129 N.W. 2nd Street, the sheet metal shop was located in this
space as indicated on the 1927 Sanborn Map. This portion of the building, now separately
owned, has alterations to the entire façade, including a new storefront and windows, stone
facing, and wood siding on the second floor. Though small remnants of its former appearance
remain in the cast-concrete pilasters framing the storefront, this building does not contribute in
its current condition due to extensive alterations. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to
the historic district.

25b)

129 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC04700)
c. 1920, sheet metal shop
Non-contributing
Originally a shared business with 127 N.W. 2nd, the Sheet Metal Shop was located in this space
as indicated on the 1927 Sanborn Map. This portion of the building, now separately owned,
displays concrete block wall construction, but the presumably original rock-face concrete block
façade has likely been significantly altered, including new storefront with concrete block,
entrance, and upper window systems. This building now shares business space with the
structure to the north, 133-135 N.W. 2nd Street. Due to extensive alterations it no longer reflects
its historic appearance. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the district.

26)

133-135 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC04600)
1910, Weigand Building
Contributing, Local Landmark
This one-story building, named in previous research as the Maggie Weigand Building, was
constructed in 1910. It is one of the few remaining rock-face concrete block commercial
buildings erected in the early 1900s in Corvallis, and one of the earliest examples. The basic
storefront configuration remains, with wood and some newer aluminum display windows,
apparently intact transom windows, and one covered opening at the north end of the building.
Maggie Weigand was a photographer and her husband, Ernest, was a carpenter; the couple owned
several buildings in downtown Corvallis, including the buildings to the south of this one, at 127
and 129 N.W. 2nd Street. Previous documents state that Maggie Weigand's photo gallery was
located in the north bay of this building, and the Elite Bowling Alley was located in the south
bay. Cursory research suggests this may be in error, as newspapers and Sanborn maps seem to
indicate that the studio may have been located at 127 or 129 N.W. 2nd to the south of this
building (Gazette-Times 7/21/1922). More detailed research and building analysis may be needed
to confirm the location of Maggie Weigand’s studio. This building was designated as a Corvallis
Local Landmark in 1989, and is a contributing resource to the historic district.
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27)

160 N.W. Jackson Avenue (11535DC04500)
1946 (Assessor), Unknown
Non-contributing
This 1946 formerly one-story reinforced concrete building, which according to the 1949
Sanborn map formerly served as an auto sales and service business, has been altered by the
addition of a contemporary (c. 2013) second story. The large, fixed, aluminum-framed
storefront windows with thin steel muntins and cutaway corner entrance appear to be original
features, but little else remains of the historic building. Newer storefront windows, glass
block-infilled garage doors on the alley façade, and the second story addition, clad in
corrugated metal siding, all diminish the building’s historical integrity. Therefore, this
building is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

28)

207 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC03500)
1924, Malone-Starr Motor Company (Auto Sales/Garage)
Contributing
The Corvallis Gazette-Times noted the opening of the Malone-Starr Motor Company in February
1924. This one-story brick building is partially faced with pressed brick on the 2nd Street façade
and sections of the Jackson Avenue walls (the remaining sections appear parged) and was
designed to structurally accommodate a second floor expansion that was never built. The
storefront windows, although changed, retain the transom lights and overall fenestration pattern
of its historic design, and the stepped parapet includes simply detailed recessed panels. The rear
(east/alley) elevation retains original the red brick structural wall and rhythmic pattern of multipaned steel-sash windows. Therefore, this building is a contributing resource to the historic
district.

29)

217-221 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC03600)
c. 1925, c. 1965 Apartments
Non-contributing
This two-story brick building is recessed from the street by approximately 50 feet, and a onestory mid-twentieth century addition to the front of the building contains multiple south facing
storefronts, with a small parking area making up the remainder of the space in front of the
building. The first floor originally displayed a five-bay pattern with round arched (with
keystone) openings and multi-paned windows, some of which remain but several are obscured
by the addition. On the second floor the gabled parapet wall and the ribbon-like fenestration
pattern remain, but have been altered with replacement materials. While the one-story addition
retains integrity, it is believed to have been built outside of the period of significance. The c.
1925 portion has lost integrity due to material changes and the alterations that obscure original
features. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

30)

223 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC03700)
c. 1910, Laundry
Non-contributing
This one-story, concrete and brick building constructed in c. 1910, was likely altered in the 1960s
or 1970s. While the rear elevation retains its historic fabric (windows, doors, brick), the changes
to the storefront, which is now fully recessed from the front face of the building, have rendered a
loss of integrity. Therefore, this building is not a contributing resource to the historic district.
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31)

225-235 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC03800)
1919 (Assessor), Auto Sales/Garage
Contributing
This one-story common bond brick building has a newer storefront of large fixed aluminumframed display windows, a more recently set-back garage (date unknown) and an exposed party
wall shared with the adjoining building at 223 N.W. 2nd at the southwest corner that reflects how
the complex was once a single, rectangular building. The rear (eastern) portion of the building
has original steel sash multi-light windows, a garage door, and a corbelled brick cornice. The
1927 Sanborn map shows that this was originally constructed as a single, large garage building
(this building and resource #3) that occupied the entire north end of this block. The building was
bisected by a covered drive continuing the north-south alleyway between N.W. 1st and N.W. 2nd
Streets. The roof cover between the buildings was removed as shown in the 1927-1949 Sanborn.
The building displays integrity from the early twentieth century period on the rear and side
façades. The front of the building was substantially altered in the mid-twentieth century, and
these changes are representative of that period of development. Although somewhat incongruous
in appearance, the building illustrates the metamorphosis that occurs when older buildings are
altered to accommodate newer modern uses. The changes have thus acquired some significance
in their own right, and as a whole the building is considered a contributing resource to the historic
district.

32)

305 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC00400)
1927, Portland-Corvallis Auto Freight
Contributing
This one-story stucco-covered brick building was constructed in 1927, continues to be used as
an automobile service facility. The building retains much of its original integrity of appearance,
interior layout, and function. The building was considered eligible in an Oregon DOT 1993
Determination of Eligibility (Norman 1993). Since that time the transoms have been covered or
removed, but the building continues to retain its relevant aspects of integrity, and therefore is a
contributing resource to the historic district.

33)

244 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC02600)
c. 1920, Brands Chevrolet
Contributing
Previous research indicates that Brands Chevrolet built this building circa 1920 (Osborn 2001).
Sanborn maps of 1927 and 1949 suggest that the northern two sections were constructed first
(possibly as late as 1926 according to newspapers), and subsequently the southern 1/3 was built
sometime between 1927 and 1949. The building is a one-story, red brick and hollow clay tile
building with blonde-colored brick facing on the street-front elevations, and a storefront entrance
on the corner of 2nd Street and Van Buren. The large window were apparently the show-room
windows for the Chevrolet dealership. Several window or former garage door bays remain
evident but boarded up, though at least one older wood, multi-paneled garage door remains. The
brick detailing incorporates diamond shaped panels one either side of rectangular panels in the
upper wall/parapet of the building. Although the storefront window systems appear to be newer,
this building retains its overall historic integrity and is a contributing resource to the historic
district.
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34)

200 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC02500)
c. 1925 (1915 Assessor), Garage and Auto Sales
Contributing
The 1927 Sanborn map indicates that a garage and auto sales business were located in this
building. The one-story painted brick building is characterized by a regular rhythm of bays
separated by brick piers, a simple metal belt course beneath a brick parapet with a metal cap. The
street façades retain much of the original appearance of the multi-bay system but there have been
alterations and infilling of the garage openings to accommodate new retail use. There are original
windows and a multi-paneled garage (as of 2018) door along Jackson Ave and the alley. The
historic auto-related function continues to be discernible and the building is a contributing
resource to the historic district.

35)

144 N.W. 2nd Street
c. 1910 Poultry
Non-contributing
This c. 1910 building existed as a poultry supplier up until OSU Folk Thrift Store took it over in
1970. The one-story concrete block building has wood-framed storefronts, vinyl windows in the
side walls, and a mansard roof sheltering the two storefront entrances. Due to the alterations from
the 1970s through the 1980s this building is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

P)

136 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05700)
Parking lot
Vacant

36)

128 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05600)
c. 1920 (1925 Assessor), Auto Repair
Contributing
This one-story brick building appears on the 1927 Sanborn map as housing automotive repair and
vulcanizing shops, and continues to serve an automotive purpose, now occupied by Gary’s
Automotive Repairs. The alterations to the front of the building are substantial and appear to
have been made in the 1950s or later. Although the front façade is altered and no longer
presenting its 1920s appearance, the side wall is still brick and a so-called “Ideal Wall.” (which
apparently is a brick treatment similar to Flemish bond brickwork with darker headers – however
it is painted and therefore difficult to determine if that is the case). The building continues in its
automotive use. Therefore, the building is a contributing resource to the historic district.

37)

120 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05500)
c. 1910 (1914 Assessor), Various Retail Stores
Contributing
This single-story building is constructed of brick, which is visible on the rear (west, alley)
elevation. The storefront has been heavily altered by the removal of the original storefront
systems and installation of new storefronts, as well as the application of stucco, all likely dating
to the mid-twentieth century, although the exact date is not currently known. A building in this
configuration, in which an electrical supply store and repair shop were located, appears on the
1912 Sanborn map. The 1927 Sanborn map indicates that a restaurant, barber shop, and washing
machine business were operating at this location. Although there have been extensive changes to
the original building, the modest mid-century alterations may have acquired some significance as
reflection of changes typical of that period, and therefore the building is a contributing resource to
the historic district.
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38)

108 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05400)
c. 1920, Auto Supplies
Contributing
The building appears on the 1927 Sanborn map as an auto supply store. This one-story building
has a stucco finish with two large recessions in the parapet over the two recessed storefront
entrances (108 and 116 N.W. 2nd Street). Transoms, which appear to be modified from the
original form, are located above the storefront windows. The relatively minor modifications to
the building have not seriously comprised its integrity, therefore the building is a contributing
resource to the historic district.

39)

106 N.W. 2nd Street (11535DC05300)
1921 (1910 Assessor), Blue Mouse Theater
Non-contributing
The Blue Mouse Theater, constructed in 1921, was part of the business district’s northward
expansion in the 1920s during a period of increased economic prosperity that marked the postWorld War I, pre-depression era in Corvallis and the nation (Gazette-Times 5/12/1921). The
Corvallis Blue Mouse was one of a chain of Blue Mouse Theaters operating in the Pacific
Northwest during the early 1920s, with other locations in Seattle and Portland, and was in
operation for only two years. It could seat 482 people, was cooled by a ventilating system,
housed up-to-date movie equipment operated by motors in a projection room outfitted with stage
curtain controls and automatic fire doors. Constructed by the Odd Fellows Building Association
specifically for lease to the Blue Mouse chain, the building was purchased in 1923 by the owners
of the Whiteside and Majestic theaters, competing theaters in Corvallis. The building was then
used for retail by Corvallis Auto Supply. The Benton Printers and Lithographers moved in
between 1948-51. The exterior exhibits shades of a restrained Mission Style commercial front,
but exterior surfacing, storefront, and upper window openings have all been altered with modern
materials and design. The marquee was removed by 1949. Several historic features remain on
the interior, such as the slanted house floor and pressed metal ceiling. The exterior of the
building, heavily modified in August of 2015 (per Google Streetview) has lost nearly all integrity
of design, workmanship, and materials. Therefore, this building is not a contributing resource to
the historic district.

40)

207-215 N.W. Monroe Avenue (11535DC05200)
1880 (Assessor), R.M. Thompson Building/Grocery
Non-contributing
The R.M. Thompson building was constructed in 1880 at this site as a grocery/general story (per
Sanborns), with the corner cutaway appearing between the 1884 and 1888 Sanborns. It
remained a grocery store until the 1912 Sanborn shows that a meat shop, storeroom, and sausage
factory were located in this building, and by 1927 it appears to be a bicycle repair shop. The
entire building has been covered with secondary materials, obscuring the historic fabric and
details. While there may be early construction material history encapsulated, these exterior
changes make it difficult to read as an historic building, therefore this building is not a
contributing resource to the historic district.
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41)

100 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC09000)
c. 1905, Grocery Store
Contributing
This two-story brick building appears on the 1912 Sanborn map as a grocery store (has been cited
as the second oldest two-story brick building in Corvallis), but has undergone significant
alteration to the first level. Some historic detail remains evident on the second level, including
brick pilasters with simple capitals, a sign panel, and corbelled brick cornice, but the storefronts
on both street façades and the storm windows obscuring the historic fenestration, has altered its
historic appearance. On the first level the window configuration and storefront have been altered.
However, despite these changes, the primary façade retains integrity of workmanship and design
to sufficiently convey its historic integrity. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic
district. The building does not retain sufficient integrity and does not contribute to the historic
character of the proposed Corvallis Downtown Historic District in its current condition.

42)

104 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC08900)
1868 (1880 Assessor), Fisher Block
Contributing
The Fisher Block was constructed in 1868 (built in the summer of 1868 according to
newspapers), is the second oldest extant commercial building in downtown Corvallis, and is
one of only two commercial buildings known to predate 1880 (Gazette-Times, 6/27/1868,
8/1/1868). This is the northern portion of the original E.W. Fisher block; the southern
portion having been demolished for a parking lot. The storefront has been altered to include
new brickwork, recessed aluminum frame fixed sash windows, and a recessed central
entrance. The second story retains its distinctive window openings with denticulated
architraves and new one-over-one fixed steel/metal sash. The original cornice has been
removed. There is a large, new, rear addition with parking below. The first occupants of the
building included the L.G. Kline store in the southern portion of the building (demolished)
and the Allen and Woodward Drugstore in the northern portion. The remaining northern
section has housed various businesses including a drugstore and bookstore (1888, 1890), a
grocery and the Odd Fellows Hall (1895), a telephone office (1912), and a restaurant (1927
and 1949). The building has been altered but because of its status as one of only two
settlement-period commercial buildings remaining in the downtown, coupled with some
recognizable historic features that illustrate its early date, it is a contributing resource to the
district.

P)

Unassigned Address (11535DC08800)
Parking lot
Vacant

P)

Unassigned Address (11535DC08700)
Parking lot
Vacant

P)

Unassigned Address (11535DC08600)
Parking lot
Vacant

P)

Unassigned Address (11535DC08500)
Parking lot
Vacant
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P)

128-132 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC08400)
Parking lot
Vacant

43)

136-140 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC08300)
1906 (1889 Assessor), Taylor Building
Contributing, Local Landmark
The Taylor Building, constructed in 1906, is a two-story rectangular brick building, and was
originally occupied by the Centennial Meat Market, a longtime local business that had
operated in the previous building at this location for decades prior to moving into the new,
1906 brick building (Gazette-Times 7/6/1906, 8/14/1906, 8/17/1906, 10/12/1906,
10/23/1906). The Taylor Building has a historic (possibly original), single-entry, woodframed storefront with large fixed display windows and an access door to the upper floor.
The upper level is largely intact, and includes brick quoins, original window openings, and a
metal ornate cornice with wide frieze, dentil course, and modillions on the overhanging eave.
The upper windows are paired casement sash, which replace the original one-over-one double
hung sash, some of which remain on the north side elevation. The Taylor Building was
designated a Local Landmark in1989 and is a contributing resource to the historic district.

44)

138-142 S.W. 2nd Street (11535DC08200)
c. 1910 (1896 Assessor), Moving Pictures/Lodge Rooms
Contributing
Sanborn maps indicate that this building was constructed sometime between 1895 and 1912; it
appears on the 1912 map as being occupied by a theater (moving pictures) with lodge rooms on
the second floor, and by 1927 a notions shop and lodge rooms were located here. The two-story
brick building is faced with salmon-colored brick, and has a modern storefront. The upper level
is dominated by stacked, tripartite, wood windows (casement sash flanking a central fixed pane),
and a simple stepped parapet. The building retains a moderate degree of historical integrity and
is a contributing resource to the historic district.

45)

219-235 S.W. Madison (11535DC08100)
1889, L.G. Kline Building
National Register listed, Local Landmark
This two-story brick commercial building was constructed for L.G. Kline in 1889 in the Italianate
style that was popular at the time. It retains ornate pressed metal façade details on the first and
second stories, including the classical Corinthian pilasters, pedimented window hoods, and
decorative cornice with frieze details, dentils, and modillions. Various businesses were located in
the building, including a drug store that was located here on the 1912 and 1927 Sanborn maps.
Although the assessor lists a S.W. Madison Avenue address, the building fronts onto S.W. 2nd
Street. The building was designated as a Local Landmark in 1982. It was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1986, and at that time was identified as the best representative of a
commercial building in Corvallis that dates to the last two decades of the nineteenth century.
Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.
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46)

204 S.W. Madison Avenue (12502AB01400)
c. 1880, c. 1915, First National Bank
Non-contributing
This two-story building was constructed c. 1880 and then was drastically altered c. 1915 (first
appears in 1927 Sanborn). At the street-level, the historic storefronts have been removed and
were most recently modified in 2016. In comparing historic photographs with the present
appearance, the windows, the decorative panels below the windows, and the pilasters appear
original. However, the recent renovation added larger-scale capitals, an oversized cornice, and
decorative coins between the windows. The corner clock is a replica of the original bank clock
that was mounted to the 2nd Street façade. A double-leaf, arched, steel door in the alley also
appears to be original, as do some of the one-over-one double-hung sash on the rear (west/alley)
elevation. Although in good condition, the building has undergone a large degree of change and
does not retain its historic integrity. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic
district.

47)

208 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB01401)
c. 1912 (1918 Assessor), c. 1950, Confectionary, Bank
Non-contributing
This one-story brick building historically housed a confectionary (1912) and a bank (1949)
(Sanborn 1912, 1927, 1949). A two-story masonry building was indicated at this location on
the 1884-1890 Sanborn maps, and in 1912 the site was occupied by a one-story masonry
building. It is possible that at least part of the current building was constructed as early as the
1890s and the second story removed sometime before 1912 (Sanborns 1890, 1895, 1912).
Although historic cast-stone concrete block is still visible on the rear (alley) facade, significant
modern changes have been made to the building’s storefront, and it no longer retains sufficient
historical integrity. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the district.

48)

214 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB01300)
c. 1888, Unknown
Contributing
According to the Benton County Assessor, this one-story brick building was built in 1884, but
that seems unlikely given that the building illustrated on the 1884 Sanborn map is of stone
construction. The 1888 Sanborn indicates that a one-story masonry building was under
construction at this location. This may refer to the current building, although the current street
front façade and storefront appear to be of c. 1925 construction. Sanborn maps indicate its
historic use included a confectionary, paint and wallpaper shop, and barber shop. While the
building has undergone alterations throughout time to the storefront materials, façade cladding,
and perhaps the parapet profile and detailing (it appears as if two of the three parapet decorative
cartouches remain, whereas the central cartouche may have been replaced with a different design
but same size and scale),, it does appear to retain its scale of storefront openings, transom
placement, and overall continues to present a one-story commercial building that was likely
updated c. 1925. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.

P)

232 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB01200)
Parking lot
Vacant
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P)

242 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB01100)
Parking lot
Vacant

P)

246 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB01000)
Parking lot
Vacant

49)

300-310 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02700)
1882 (1880 Assessor), Burnett Block
Contributing
This two-story parged brick building has a heavy decorative cornice and minimal historical
surface decoration remains. Windows and storefronts have been altered, but retain their basic
original openings. Early businesses in this building include a doctor's office, the Benton County
Bank, a drug store, bookstore, stationery shop, grocery store and jewelry store. One of the most
well-known business establishments and longest occupants was the J.H. Harris Dry Goods Store.
Although altered, the building is able to convey its period and style, and is a contributing resource
to the district.

P)

312 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02600)
Parking lot
Vacant

50)

316 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02500)
c. 1920 (1913 Assessor), Furniture and Paint Shop
Contributing
This simple two-story reinforced concrete block building with a painted brick-faced storefront
first appears on the 1927 Sanborn map as a furniture and paint shop. The building’s
architectural detail appears to have been minimal, and what remains is limited to a simple
corbelled brick cornice and parged brick or concrete window sills at the upper level. The
building has been altered: most, if not all of the openings on the front façade retain their original
scale and placement, however, the storefront and upper window materials have changed.. The
building retains integrity of an early twentieth century commercial brick building and is
therefore a contributing resource to the historic district.

51)

320 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02400)
c. 1920 (1924 Assessor), Plumbing and Sheet Metal Shop
Contributing
This one-story concrete block building with brick facing on the primary façade first appears on
the 1927 Sanborn map as a plumbing supply shop with a plumbing and sheet metal shop to the
rear. The historic storefront retains its scale and original opening including remnants of
decorative brickwork in the pilasters surrounding the storefront, but has been infilled with
modern materials. The upper portion of the building façade retains its historic fabric and
design, including the simple sign panel outlined in brick, a cast stone storefront lintel that
supported an awning, and the slightly stepped parapet. The building retains integrity and is
therefore a contributing resource to the historic district.
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52)

324 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02300)
c. 1920 (1924 Assessor), Auto Tops and Furniture Storage
Non-contributing
This one-story concrete block building was likely constructed at the same time as 320 S.W. 2nd
Street (#51) and probably had decorative façade brickwork that continued from the northadjacent building to this storefront to create a cohesive appearance. Given that observation, it
is probable that this building’s storefront has been covered with T1-11 siding on the bottom
portion, and a corrugated material on the upper portion potentially obscuring original materials
that remain underneath. Therefore, this building does not retain integrity in its current state
and is therefore not a contributing resource to the historic district.

53)

328 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02200)
c. 1900, Furniture Shop, Bicycle Repair Shop
Non-contributing
Sanborn maps suggest this two-story concrete and concrete block building was constructed
between 1895 and 1912. Like its neighbor (#52/324 S.W. 2nd Street), the historic storefront
has been covered in an early 21st century tile, and the upper portion of the front façade has
been covered with corrugated material, potentially retaining original cladding beneath.
Therefore, this building does not retain integrity in its current state and is therefore not a
contributing resource to the historic district.

54)

334-336 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02100)
c. 1921, O.J. Blackledge and Sons Furniture and Paint Shop
Contributing
This two-story concrete block, clay tile, and brick building was constructed in 1921 by the
Blackledge family and housed the location of Blackledge Furniture from 1921 through 1970
(Gazette-Times advertisements, 1920-1970). The building is described as a light cream brick on
the façade, and to have “modern” windows and three floors with a basement for furniture sales.
The storefront level has been altered by replacement fixed aluminum-framed display windows,
application of cement-board-type lapped siding, central entrance material changes, and the
apparent conversion of the ground-level upstairs-access door to a window. The upper level
façade appears to retain original three-over-one sash windows but has been altered to incorporate
paneled or scored concrete facing, with a minimal cornice course and square parapet remaining.
The building retains integrity and is therefore a contributing resource to the downtown district.

55)

340 S.W. 2nd Street (12502AB02000)
1882, Crawford and Farra Brick Building
Contributing, Local Landmark
The two-story Crawford and Farra Brick Building was constructed in 1882. Early businesses in
this building include Dr. G.R. Farra’s office, C. H. Whitney & Company’s dry goods, fraternal
lodge hall, and later a drug store, bookstore, stationery shop, grocery store and jewelry store.
Constructed of brick, the building has had some alteration to the storefront including removal of
the original storefront systems, which included two storefronts and a central upstairs access
entrance. On the upper level historic windows with arched transoms remain, as do corner paneled
pilasters and brickwork window architrave trim with decorative keystones that continues as a
corbelled course between windows. The original bracketed cornice and brick chimneys have
been removed. The first floor of the rear (western) volume was built between 1895 and 1912,
replacing earlier wood-framed buildings (Sanborn maps, 1884-1927).
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Although the storefront has been altered, this is one of Corvallis’ earliest remaining commercial
buildings, and it retains sufficient overall integrity to convey its historic period and appearance.
The building is also the site of the early Territorial Capitol, a position Corvallis held for a short
time in 1855, and a commemorative plaque has been installed on the building’s southeast corner.
The Crawford & Farra Brick Building was designated as a Local Landmark in 1982 and is a
contributing resource to the historic district.
56a)

400 (and 412) S.W. 2nd Street (12502BA13700)
c. 1857, c. 1920, J.C. Avery Building/Robnett's Hardware
Contributing, Local Landmark
This one-story brick store was originally constructed in the mid-1850s and is the oldest remaining
commercial building in Corvallis. The storefront has been altered, but due to its age, remaining
brick material, significance to the community, and the integrity it does retain, it is a contributing
resource to the district. Associated with J.C. Avery, the founder of Corvallis, the building once
served as a supply headquarters for miners heading south to the gold fields. Since 1891, when the
R.M. Wade agricultural implement company leased the space, the function of the building as a
hardware and implement store has not changed. Originally, the J.C. Avery Building was a onestory rectangular brick commercial building reflecting simple Classical Revival details, with three
arched openings with double-leaf wooden doors and iron shutters on the 2nd Street façade, and a
simple denticulated brick cornice. The current storefront consists of a single central entrance
flanked by large, aluminum fixed-sash windows, all installed in the 1970s. The moulded cornice
is not original. Extant skylights in the building initially appear on the 1912 Sanborn. An
extension to the rear (west) of the Avery building was constructed between 1912 and 1927, was
completed in similar brick material and bond pattern, and retained the size and scale of the overall
building. Several warehouses have been present along the south (side) elevation at various times,
and according to previous research, the existing south side addition, resource #56b (described
below) was built in 1891 (Weber 1984). The J.C. Avery building was designated as a Local
Landmark in 1982 and is a contributing resource to the historic district.

56b)

400 (and 412) S.W. 2nd Street (12502BA13700)
1891, R.M. Wade and Co. Warehouse
Contributing
This one-story wood-framed building was constructed by R.M. Wade and Co. in 1891 as a
warehouse attachment to the J.C. Avery building situated to the north, which was leased and
occupied by R.M. Wade and Co. The building features a 2018 façade restoration with horizontal
wood siding, elongated four-over-four double-hung wood sash windows that flank a wide central
double-leaf garage/access door with wood transom. The corrugated metal cladding on the south
elevation was encapsulated within a shed addition from c. 1895 that was removed in 2018 and
revealed this historic, perhaps original, material. The overhanging wooden cornice is embellished
with scrolled wooden brackets, and is thought to be the only original remaining portion of the
storefront, although the 2018 restoration of the remaining storefront elements appears to have
been completed within the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. This may be the only remaining
wood-framed building in the historic district. The building may be included in the Local
Landmarks list in conjunction with the adjacent J.C. Avery Building to the north. It should be
noted that additional effort should be undertaken to document the R.M. Wade and Co. building
in its own right. The building retains sufficient integrity and is a contributing resource to the
historic district.
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56c)

400, 412 S.W. 2nd Street (12502BA13700)
2020, Mixed Use Building
Non-contributing (out of period)
This is a new, four-story building under construction at the time of this writing (May 2020). The
building is out of period and is not a contributing resource to the district. The current address was
not available.

57)

442 S.W. 2nd Street (12502BA04500)
1917 (1918 Assessor), A.L. Stevenson Garage
Contributing
The A.L. Stevenson Garage is an intact example of an early Corvallis automobile garage and
showroom. The period during which it was built coincides with the period in which the
automobile gained widespread acceptance and popularity in Corvallis and throughout Oregon.
This is a one-story building of red brick construction with blonde-brick facing and red-brick
quoin details on the front (east) façade, large wood-frame display windows, evenly spaced fixed
windows along the south elevation, a cutaway garage access at the southwest (rear/alley) corner,
and a concrete interior floor. There are also painted sign remnants on the side and rear elevations.
The overall fenestration pattern throughout the building, including showroom windows and
former garage door openings, remains intact. The building’s historic metal cornice and parapet
are also intact. The Stevenson Garage retains integrity from the historic period and is a
contributing resource to the district.

58)

500 S.W. 2nd Street (12502BA13200)
1917 (SHPO), A. Wilhelm & Sons Ford Sales and Service/McKellip's-Groves Garage
Contributing, Local Landmark
This building was constructed in 1917 to house the Adam Wilhelm & Sons Ford sales and service
garage and is one of a number of early automobile garage buildings in Corvallis. The one-story,
painted brick building retains its historic fenestration pattern on the front portion of the building,
including the wood-framed windows and transoms, as well as the corbelled brick cornice, and a
flat roof with a short parapet. The windows and garage openings along the north side and alley
façades have been altered. This building was designated as a Local Landmark in 1989. The
building retains integrity and therefore is a contributing resource to the historic district.

59)

248-252 S.W. Jefferson Avenue (12502AB02800)
c. 1920, Plumbing and Sheet Metal Shop
Contributing
This one-story concrete brick building appears on the 1927 Sanborn map as a plumbing and sheet
metal shop. It retains many original features, including the tiled pent roof, paneled parapet,
multiple steel-sash windows along the east and west sides, and its concrete or parged-brick street
façade. The storefront in particular retains much, if not all, of its original materials and
configuration, with the transom windows painted but remaining in place, and original entry doors
and hardware. Overall, this building is an intact example of a 1920s light industrial building in
Corvallis and is a contributing resource to the district.
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60)

303 S.W. 3rd Street (12502AB02900)
1986 (Assessor), Dairy Queen
Non-contributing (out of period)
This is a Dairy Queen restaurant with a construction date that falls outside the historic period
and it is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

61)

275 S.W. 3rd Street (12502AB01900 and 12502AB01800)
1974, The Citizen’s Bank Headquarters
Non-contributing (out of period)
This concrete building with vertical raked concrete panels and horizontal solar bronze glass
window bands was designed by WEgroup Architects (John Vosmek, Jr.) and constructed in 1974
as the headquarters for the Citizen’s Bank. Featuring a large curved glass stairwell at the
southwest corner and large glass main entry at the north elevation, this building has undergone
few changes since it was constructed and retains historical integrity. However, as it was
constructed outside of the period of significance, it is not a contributing resource to the historic
district.

P)

217-219 S.W. 3rd Street (12502AB01600)
Parking lot
Vacant

P)

229-231 S.W. 3rd Street (12502AB01700)
Parking lot
Vacant

62)

260 S.W. Madison Avenue (12502AB01500)
1913 (Assessor), Hout Building, Hout & Whiteside Hardware, Furniture Store
Contributing
The two-story white glazed brick building on the southeast corner of Madison Avenue and 3rd
Street was built in 1913 by C. E. Hout and was occupied by Hout & Whiteside Hardware.
Albany architect A.C. Jenkins was the architect, and A.A. Frantz was the contractor and builder
(Gazette-Times, 8/29/1913). In 1919 an addition to the original construction was built, bringing
the building to its current form (Gazette-Times, 8/21/1919, 12/4/1919). The building is listed in
city directories as the Hout Building, with Whiteside Hardware at this location, through 1960. At
that time the hardware concern moved out and the building was remodeled for new occupants
(Gazette Times, 3/13/1961). The simply detailed commercial block displays a horizontal
emphasis through its minimal decorative brickwork in white brick. The storefronts, although
altered, have retained their basic configuration and rhythm, and the second-floor fenestration
pattern consists of regularly spaced square window openings with newer aluminum sash windows
having replaced the original paired double-hung sash. The historic metal cornice has been
removed from the 3rd Street and Madison Avenue façades, although a short section may still
remain on the east (alley) side of the building (Google street view, 8/2016). Despite these
changes, the building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the historic district.

63)

251-257 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535DC09600, 11535DC09700, and 11535DC09800)
1922 (1923 Assessor), Smith-Rennie-Allen Block
Contributing, Local Landmark
The Smith-Rennie-Allen Block, constructed in 1922, is a good example of 1920s commercial
architecture that was updated in the mid-twentieth century (Gazette-Times 1/1/1923).
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It has held some of Corvallis' best-known department stores and small shops. Alexander Rennie,
who owned the main block, was a prominent citizen in Corvallis. The building is constructed of
cream-colored pressed brick, has a stepped parapet above a plain frieze band that originally
carried a projecting cornice. Second-floor windows are wood framed six-over-one sash with
transoms, arranged singly and in pairs. Very little of the lower storefront level remains in original
condition: one section of original wood-framed storefront transom remains along Madison
Avenue as well as the entry door to the upper level, and the remaining sections have been
covered. Storefronts themselves have been altered by the installation of large aluminum-sash
display windows and the introduction of stacked roman brick piers. The storefront alterations
appear to date to the 1950s or 1960s, and are reflective of that time period, in which many earlier
commercial buildings were updated. The Rennie-Smith building has four separate shop spaces.
Businesses that have been located in these shop spaces include the Cole-Clark Electric Company,
a barber shop, a hardware and plumbing supply store, a drug store, a dry goods store, and clothing
store, and a shoe store. The Harris department store was in the main corner shop until 1929,
when J.C. Penney moved into this location, where it remained until 1957 when its new store at 4th
and Madison Streets was complete. The Rennie-Smith Building was designated as a Local
Landmark list in 1990, and is a contributing resource to the historic district.
64)

137-139 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC09500)
1923 (Assessor), hardware store/dance hall
Contributing
This two-story brick commercial block with blonde brick facing appears on the 1927 Sanborn
Map as a hardware store and a dance hall. The front elevation consists of storefront windows
with an obscured transom and recessed entrances, and an upper-level three-bay system with
tripartite window openings, subtle corbelling below the former projecting cornice (now
removed), and a slightly stepped parapet. Although changes have been made to the building
much of the building’s historic fabric and design remain clearly evident. Therefore, it is a
contributing resource to the historic district.

65)

121 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC09400)
1924 (Assessor), meat market
Non-contributing
This narrow, one-story masonry building was constructed in 1924 and was historically used as a
meat market and a bakery (Sanborn 1927 and 1949). The storefront has been altered, perhaps
including the cladding, and no longer resembles its original design or materials. Therefore, it is
not a contributing resource to the historic district.

66)

119 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC09300)
1924 (Assessor), creamery and barber shop
Non-contributing
This one-story masonry building was constructed in 1924 and historically housed a creamery,
barbershop, and a restaurant (Sanborn 1927 and 1949). The façade has been redesigned and
altered with non-historic materials in a non-historic pattern, and no longer bears any
resemblance to its original appearance. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic
district.
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67)

113 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC09200)
1924 (Assessor), battery charging shop
Non-contributing
This one-story masonry building was constructed in 1924 and was historically used as a battery
charging business, and later various shops and creamery space (Sanborn 1927 and 1949). The
façade has been completely redesigned and altered with non-historic materials in a non-historic
pattern. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

P)

103 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC09100)
Parking lot
Vacant

68a)

100-114 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC07500)
1937 (1920 assessor), Johnson Porter Building
Contributing
The Johnson Porter Building complex was constructed in phases in 1922, 1925 and 1937 during a
period of intense development in Corvallis' business district during the 1920s. The complex
occupies a single tax lot and has a single address of record (100-114 S.W. 3rd Street), but is
composed of three buildings each with its own street number or series of numbers. All three
buildings were constructed by Johnson Porter.
This two-story, concrete building faced in buff-colored brick was the last of the three in the
complex to be built, having been constructed in 1937 (Gazette-Times, 4/29/1937). Situated on the
southwest corner of S.W. 3rd and S.W. Monroe, the building has two storefronts on S.W. 3rd and
upstairs access from the S.W. Monroe side. The storefront level retains its basic bay division,
but has been altered by the installation of newer storefront/entrance systems on the S.W. 3rd
Street side, some newer display windows along S.W. Monroe, and the covering or removal of the
transom window. The upper level appears to remain fairly intact, with the brick facing, six-oversix double-hung windows with recessed panels above, and pilasters separating the bays (above
and below) still evident. Although altered, the building retains enough integrity to convey its
historic design and period, and is therefore a contributing resource to the historic district.

68b)

108 S.W. 3rd Street and 308-314 S.W. Monroe Avenue (100-114 S.W. 3rd Street, 11535DC07500)
1925 (1920 Assessor), Johnson Porter Building - Notions, Cafeteria and Shops
Contributing
This is the second section of the Johnson Porter complex to be constructed, having been built in
1925 (Gazette-Times 4/17/1925; 5/29/1925). This one-story, L-shaped brick building has a S.W.
3rd Street storefront (east), and two smaller storefronts on S.W. Monroe (north). The 3rd Street
façade was altered during the mid-twentieth century, likely within the period of significance, by
the replacement of the original paired storefronts with roman brick and aluminum-framed display
windows, and the application of stucco to the parapet. The two Monroe Avenue storefronts retain
a higher degree of integrity: the basic storefront arrangements remain, but display windows have
been replaced with aluminum-framed plate glass. The buff-brick storefront walls have been
painted, but the transoms and the slightly recessed panels in brick at the parapet remain. The
building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the historic district.
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68c)

114 S.W. 3rd Street (100-114 S.W. 3rd Street, 11535DC07500)
1922 (1920 Assessor), Johnson Porter Building - Corvallis Pacific States Telephone Company
Contributing
This portion of the Johnson Porter complex was built in 1922 as the new location of the Corvallis
Pacific States Telephone Company, and was the first of the three buildings in the complex to be
constructed (Gazette-Times 5/20/1922; 7/15/1922; 8/12/1922). This building retains integrity
with its original white brick façade and red brick detailing, central storefront entrance, and early
if not original storefront window system. Alterations appear to be limited to the infill of the
transom level windows. The building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the
historic district.

69)

120-124 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC07200, 11535DC07300, and 11535DC07400)
1922, Pulley-Darling-Hyde-Thatcher Building
Contributing
This one-story concrete building with white-glazed brick veneer was built in 1922, and includes
three distinct storefronts along the approximately 56-foot-wide street façade (Gazette-Times
7/21/1922). All three storefronts are each slightly different, but each have a recessed entry,
replacement aluminum storefront window system, altered transom lights, and newer awnings.
The continuous parapet is stepped such that it signals each individual storefront, and each has a
diamond detail in brick centered on each storefront. Constructed in a period of intense
development in Corvallis' business district during the 1920s, the building housed various
businesses, such as shoe repair shop, furrier and dressmaker shop, printing company, and cigar
shop. It is one of the buildings that represent a period of increased economic prosperity, which
marked the post-World War I, pre-depression era in Corvallis and the nation. This building is an
example of the commercial architecture that evolved from the tall, narrow, two-story nineteenth
century building types to the low, one-story twentieth century buildings that were often as deep as
they were wide. This building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the district.

70)

128-136 S.W. 3rd Street (11535DC07100)
1924 (1922 Assessor), Lafferty Building
Contributing
The Lafferty Building, constructed in 1924, is part of the period of intense development in
Corvallis' business district during the 1920s. Various businesses, such as a restaurant,
pharmacy, gift, shoe, and grocery stores occupied the building during the 1920s-1950s. The
brick-constructed Lafferty building has buff brick facing the three commercial storefronts, large
aluminum-framed display windows, recessed shop entries, newer awnings at the transom level
(transom windows have been covered), and a simple corbelled cornice that follows the lines of
the stepped parapet. Although the storefronts have been altered, the building retains integrity
and is a contributing resource to the district.

71)

301-311 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535DC07000)
1910, Harding Building/Nolans Department Store
Contributing, Local Landmark
The Harding Building is the original cornerstone of the 3rd Street business district and is one of
four large commercial buildings located on the corner of 3rd Street and Madison Avenue. It was
built for Gus Harding, with E.E. McClaren of Portland as the architect. The first occupant of the
buildings was Nolans Department Store who operated in Corvallis from 1910 to 1959 and was
one of the town's largest and most popular stores.
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This is a two-story rectangular brick and concrete commercial building which includes a full
basement and is approximately 20,000 square feet. Originally red brick with light-colored brick
for contrasting detail work, the building has been painted. A 2001 remodel included the addition
of stucco surrounding the storefronts, which also include new aluminum windows, stucco
recessed panels at the transom level, a decorative corner post, star-shaped anchors supporting
horizontal metal framed awnings. The upper level is detailed with brick paneled pilasters,
denticulated cornice, and parapet with inset panels. The wood windows in the upper story are
new but are similar to the original windows which were double-hung wood windows topped with
a transom. Despite alterations to the storefronts, the building retains integrity and was designated
as a Local Landmark in 1989. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.
72)

300-312 S.W. Madison Avenue (12502BA00400)
1912 (SHPO), Masonic Hall
Contributing
The two-story Masonic Hall was built in 1912 and was the second anchor of what was to
become the 3rd Street commercial district. The 1927 Sanborn map shows that a drug store,
grocery store, restaurant and confectionary were located in this building as well as the Masonic
Hall. The building’s storefronts have been altered with the application of maroon brick and
newer fixed windows, and the c. 2001-2007 pedimented Masonic Hall entrance on the north
side. On the second floor the building is faced with original buff-colored brick, and classical
detailing is evident in the pilasters with capitals between the recessed window openings.
Window sash are non-original multi-paned steel sash that likely date to the post fire alterations
c. 1956. Overall, the building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the district.

73)

220-230 S.W. 3rd Street (12502BA00300)
1926 (Assessor and Sanborn), Crees Building
Contributing
The 1926 Crees Building is one of the earliest examples of reinforced concrete construction in
Corvallis. It is a three-story rectangular building with basement and mezzanine levels and
incorporates simple, streamlined but Neo-Classical features. It was named after Mrs. Louisa
Crees, the mother of the building's owner, Mrs. Gussie Glen. Harold P. Bergar of Portland was
the architect and H.E. Wilder of Eugene was the contractor. A special feature of the building
was the display windows, which were designed after the modern standards of window
engineering and illumination. The first floor was designed for a department store with the
second and third stories for offices, as well as a lodge room on the third floor. The first occupant
was the Miller Mercantile Company. Above the first floor, the building is divided into eight
bays by pilasters. The pilasters, which extend the length of the 2nd and 3rd stories, are topped
with simple capitals. Each bay has four windows: two on the second floor and two on the third
floor, divided by a rectangular recessed panel, all of which appear to be original. The parapet is
ornamented by circular medallions each with the design of a garland and urn in relief. A large
awning, or marquee, which extends the entire length of the building, is original. Alterations to
the building have been limited to the first story of the main façade, and as a result, the building
retains integrity. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.

74a)

234 S.W. 3rd Street (12502BA00200)
1926, MacMarr Grocery Store/Post Office
Contributing
On the 1927 Sanborn map, this building is shown as a Grocery Store and Post Office. The map
shows the building to be L-shaped, wrapping around the rear (west) end of the neighboring
building at 250 S.W. 3rd Street to present a small storefront with the current address of 311 S.W.
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Jefferson (#74b). This one-story parged hollow-clay tile building was originally divided into two
separate storefronts and is simply designed with the typical storefront windows and recessed
entrances, and detailing that matches that found on the Crees Building. Although changes have
occurred to the storefront windows, the building retains sufficient historic fabric and design to
contribute to the character of the downtown district.
74b)

311 S.W. Jefferson Avenue (12502BA00100)
1926 (1938 Assessor), Mail Sorting
Contributing
On the 1927 Sanborn map this building is shown as a mail sorting wing of a post office that
was located in the larger portion of the adjacent building to the north. This was constructed as
the connected ell portion of the building to the north (234 S.W. 3rd Street, #74a), and today it is
located on a separate tax lot. Like the adjacent portion of the building, this one-story wing has
parged hollow clay tile walls, though appears to have been built separately while providing
internal connection to resource 74a during use as a post office. The storefront retains its
original configuration with altered fenestration materials. Therefore, this building is a
contributing resource to the historic district.

75)

250 S.W. 3rd Street (12502BA00101)
1966 (Assessor), Doctor's Office/Photo Shop
Non-contributing (out of period)
A two-story building at this location appears on the 1927 Sanborn Map as a Doctor's Office and
Photo Shop. This location is now occupied by a single-story commercial building that was
constructed in 1966 for The Coachman, a clothing store with “Olde English décor” that is
remarkably intact (Corvallis Gazette-Times, 10/24/1966). The east and south elevations feature a
pent roof above the storefronts, and projecting wood windows within the five storefront bays.
The main entrance is located at the north portion of the east elevation, recessed beneath a
projecting pyramidal section of the pent roof featuring original doors with three vertical lights
flanked by two smaller storefront windows. This building was constructed out of the period of
significance, but would be a contributing resource to the historic district if the period of
significance were extended. At this time, this building is not a contributing resource to the
district.

76)

302 S.W. 3rd Street (12502BA03900)
1926 (Assessor), Gazette-Times
Contributing
The Gazette-Times constructed this building for its operations in 1926, but the building also
housed a wholesale candy shop (Sanborn 1927). This one-story red brick building retains
some of its original fabric in the brick walls, brick (parged) pilasters, and shaped parapet above
the storefront windows, but the street-level façades have been altered in the modern era with
new recessed windows, a new fixed metal awning, and changes to the corner entrance. The
building retains integrity and is a contributing resource to the district.

77)

215 S.W. 4th Street (12502BA00500)
1958, Lipman's Department Store
Contributing
This is the former site of the Corvallis City Hall, which moved to its current location (in the
former South Methodist Church) in 1956. This building, which originally housed Lipman’s
Department Store, was constructed in 1958; the general contractor was Teeples & Thatcher of
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Portland, with many local subcontractors involved in the construction. The business was
formerly known as Nolan’s, a local enterprise since the mid-1880s; Nolan’s moved into the new
building and the business name changed to Lipman’s. Lipman’s originally had been established
in Portland as Lipman & Wolfe. The large three story former department store building is of
concrete tilt-up construction (the first of its kind in downtown Corvallis) with red brick and stone
veneer, aluminum display windows at the street level, and decorative brick detailing in the upper
levels that includes a brick beltcourse that terminates with a rectangular stacked brick relief at
each end. See the Corvallis Gazette-Times (5/14/1959) for grand opening articles about the
building. The building was heavily damaged by fire ($500,000 loss) in 1963, but was repaired,
apparently with little change to its original appearance (Corvallis Gazette-Times, 12/6/1968). The
Lipman’s Department Store building retains integrity from its period of construction, and
therefore, is a contributing resource to the historic district.
78)

351-353 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535DC08000)
1929 (1928 Assessor), Unknown
Contributing
According to the historical overview of Corvallis (Gallagher 1993: 120), this two-story brick
building was constructed in 1929. It replaced a one-story confectionary and cobbler’s shop
building that was previously on the site (Sanborn 1927 and 1949). This two-story brick building
incorporates dark brick on the front (south) façade, decorative basket weave bond brickwork in
the upper portion of the building, and steel sash windows along the alley (east) wall. It has a flat
roof with a stepped gable parapet front. The building retains its historic materials and design and
retains integrity. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the district.

79)

361 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535DC07900)
1922, Whiteside Theater
National Register listed, Local Landmark
The Whiteside Theater, constructed in 1922, is a good example of Italian Renaissance
architecture and retains its original ornamentation executed in brick, glass, cast stone and plaster,
including an interpretation of egg-and-dart design in the cornice. The neon marquee is a 1950s
addition. The ground floor facade has been altered, yet still retains much of the original (or
period) pattern and materials. The original layout of the theater remains with numerous interior
decorative features from the 1920s, including the projection room and restrooms, as well as some
of the stenciled frieze and ceiling trim in the business offices. Decorative plaster adorns the
auditorium. The theater was built for cinema, but also had live productions on stage. In 1927 the
main part of the theater was gutted by fire. It was redone in 1928. The Whiteside Theater
showed the first "talking movie" in town in November 1928. Another fire occurred in 1936, with
less damage. The Whiteside brothers were the pioneers of the movie industry in Corvallis having
started the Palace Theater in 1908, and operating six more theaters within the city. This remains
one of the oldest continuous theater operations in Oregon. The Whiteside brothers were also
instrumental in the Corvallis automobile business in the 1920s. The theater was listed as a
Corvallis Local Landmark in 1989, and was individually listed in the National Register in 2009.
Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.

80)

127 S.W. 4th Street (11535DC07800)
1947 (Assessor), Unknown
Non-contributing
This one-story board-formed concrete commercial building with pyramidal truss roof was
built in 1947 according to Benton County records, and appears on the 1949 Sanborn map.
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It originally housed Les and Bob’s Sporting Goods Store (established by Les Gault and Bob
Hardenburger) until the mid-1990s. The storefront has been altered and no longer retains
integrity. Therefore, this building is not a contributing resource to the historic district.
81)

117-121 S.W. 4th Street (11535DC07700)
c. 1930, Unknown
Contributing
This two-story masonry building was built sometime between 1927 and 1949; it does not appear
in 1927, but is present on the 1949 Sanborn map. A section of the south wall appears to be
brick, the main façade is reinforced concrete and the east (alley) wall is board-formed concrete.
The street façade incorporates the Streamline Moderne stylistic influences of the 1930s and
1940s in the horizontal emphasis in its massing, the horizontal incised surface detailing, a
reverse dentil course at the cornice, and smaller rectangularwindow openings. The storefront
has been altered, but overall the building retains integrity. Therefore, it is a contributing
resource to the historic district.

82)

111 S.W. 4th Street (11535DC07600)
1972 (Assessor), Bank building
Non-contributing (out of period)
The one-story bank building was built in 1971. It is out-of-period and is not a contributing
resource to the historic district.

83)

120-190 N.W. 4th Street (11535CD04500)
1888, Benton County Courthouse
National Register listed, Local Landmark
The Benton County Courthouse was dedicated on July 4, 1888 and is the oldest standing active
courthouse in Oregon. It was designed by Delos D. Neer in the High Victorian Italianate Style.
It is constructed of native stone and brick that was made on site, and displays the arched
windows, quoins, bracketed cornice, and hip roof typical of the Italianate style. Although the
interior has been remodeled and updated, the exterior remains largely intact. This building is
listed in the National Register of Historic Places (1978) and was included in the Local
Landmarks list in 1982. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the historic district.

84)

408 S.W. Monroe Avenue (11535CD04800)
1925 (1924 Assessor), Hotel Benton/Benton Hotel
National Register listed, Local Landmark
The Italian Renaissance-style Hotel Benton was built in 1925, and at seven stories in height it is
the tallest building in the commercial core of Corvallis. It was designed by the Portland
architectural firm of Houghtaling and Dougan and is built of reinforced poured concrete. Its
construction was related to the completion of the Pacific Highway through Corvallis several years
earlier. The building’s storefronts have been altered by window replacements and changes to the
corner entrance, however, the openings remain largely intact. Sidewalk vault lights remain intact,
allowing light into the basement spaces. Upper-level changes include replacement window sash,
although the fenestration pattern remains intact, and alterations to the capitals of the pilasters
terminating between the sixth-floor arched windows. The building has a tiered appearance
(typical of the Renaissance style), which is accomplished through the use of beltcourses, upperwall pilasters, window arrangements, and the slab-like bracketed cornice. The Hotel Benton was
listed in the National Register and in the Corvallis Local Landmark list in 1982. The Hotel
Benton is a contributing resource to the historic district.
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85)

126 S.W. 4th Street (11535CD04700)
1959 (Assessor), Pay Less Drugs
Contributing
This one-story masonry building was constructed in 1959 as the Corvallis location of Pay Less
Drugs, a large drug store chain throughout the state. Edith Yang, the first registered minority and
only the eighth female registered architect in Oregon, designed the store. While changes may
have occurred over time, it appears as if the parapet and much of the storefront configuration
remains the same with altered window materials and awning. Of note, the pilotis in the storefront
openings appear to be original elements of this Pay Less Drug Store, perhaps a unifying design
element across other stores of this type. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the district.

86)

425 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535CD04600)
1957 (Assessor), J.C. Penney/Department Store
Contributing
The J.C. Penney store opened in March of 1957 and is one of a handful of buildings within the
district boundary dating to the 1950s. The former J.C. Penney store is constructed of buff-colored
brick, the storefronts and upper windows have been altered with some replacements, but the
general fenestration pattern and storefront character remain. The upper wall is primarily solid,
showing shallow vertical incisions and small vinyl sliding sash windows placed in the wide
beltcourse of concrete or parged brick. The building retains integrity and is therefore a
contributing resource to the district.

87)

200 S.W. 4th Street (12502BA01000)
1978, Benton County Bank
Non-contributing (out of period)
This two-story building opened in August of 1977 as the Benton County Bank and was designed
with a “western theme.” It was constructed outside of the period of significance, however, if the
period of significance is expanded, this building should be re-evaluated as it retains a high degree
of integrity at the time of this writing. At this time, it is not a contributing resource to the historic
district.

88)

458-468 S.W. Madison Avenue (12502BA01100)
1937, Wellsher Building
Contributing
A portion of the Wellsher Building was completed in October 1937 on the southeast corner of 5th
Street and Madison Avenue for the Leading Floral Company, an enterprise established by
Theodore Wellsher in 1917 and later managed by his daughter, Cecile, and her husband, Edward
Cummings. The Leading Floral Company is still in business at the time of writing. This was the
original site of the Wellsher family home and greenhouses. According to Sanborn maps and
news articles in the Corvallis Gazette-Times, it appears as though the northern half of this
building was constructed in 1937 as a single-story building with the floral shop sited at 458
Madison Avenue. In 1946, a building permit was issued to architect, L.M. Starr for “a two-story,
100 by 102-foot building to include space for seven stores on the ground floor and office suites
on the second … at the southeast corner of Fifth and Madison streets.” It is noted in this article
that the floral shop at 458 Madison will be incorporated into the new structure, which “will be of
reinforced concrete construction faced on the outside with black structural glass and stucco of the
same style of architecture as the Leading Floral company building.” (Corvallis Gazette-Times
3/15/1946).
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The upper portion of the 100’ x 102’ two-story building illustrates the streamlined appearance of
many buildings constructed during the modern period before World War II, expressed primarily
through the incised parging or concrete on the upper walls and the horizontal emphasis of the
window configuration. The first-floor storefronts along Madison Avenue have been changed, but
some remnants of the original Streamline Moderne elements remain evident above the display
windows in a horizontal fluted small marquee of black glass. Additionally, the building entrance
along Madison Avenue remains intact with original doors and “Wellsher Building” painted above
the entry and glass blocks to light the stairwell. The storefronts on the south end of S.W. 5th
Street appear to remain largely intact. The storefront marked at 458 Madison Avenue features
decorative rectangle panels with vertical fluted stucco on either side of the storefront – the only
decorative feature of this type on the building and presumably a feature remaining from the 1937
structure. It is unclear exactly what portion(s) of this building were constructed in the late 1940s,
but it is clear that the resource retains integrity. Therefore, it is a contributing resource to the
historic district.
89)

451 S.W. Madison (11535CD05200)
1937, Unknown
Contributing
This small two-story concrete building was constructed in 1937 by Henry Lehnert (Corvallis
Gazette-Times 7/13/1937) was used as Lehnert’s printing shop in the early 1940s (Sanborn 1949).
Built of board-formed concrete, the building is covered in stucco. The building retains its overall
design and configuration, including the storefront design and some original windows. The design
and relief detailing provide a strong character-defining feature of the building and therefore, it is a
contributing resource to the historic district.

90)

453-459 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535CD05100)
c. 1920 (1923 Assessor), Various Retail Shops
Non-contributing
The 1927 Sanborn Map indicates that there were four businesses located in this building at that
time, including books & stationary, photo supplies, typewriters, and a confectionary shop. This
one-story brick building has been altered in design and materials at an unknown date and does not
appear to retain integrity. Therefore, it is not a contributing resource to the historic district.

P)

Unassigned address (11535CD05000)
Parking lot
Vacant

91)

456 S.W. Monroe Avenue (11535CD04900)
c. 1975 (1950 Assessor), Richey’s Grocery Store
Non-contributing
According to Benton County records this one-story brick building was constructed in 1950,and
according to the 1927 Sanborn, the east portion of the existing building was a separate board
formed two-story structure with two large arched vertical windows on the north and south
elevations that housed an undertaker. Later an apartment building until c. 1950, it appears as
though this eastern portion was included in the larger structure on the site today as part of the
grocery businesses that occupied this site since c. 1950. The building appears to have undergone
alterations in the later twentieth century, perhaps outside of the period of significance, and no
longer retains historic integrity. Therefore, this building is not a contributing resource to the
historic district.
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92)

501 S.W. Madison (11535CD05300)
1924 City Hall (former South Methodist Church)
Contributing, Local Landmark
This building was constructed as the South Methodist Church. It is a two-story, L-shaped
building with Classical detailing seen primarily in the pedimented portico that contains six fluted
Doric columns. It has a rusticated concrete foundation and the walls are constructed of hollow
concrete block and faced with red brick laid in a Flemish bond pattern. The exterior of the
building retains its original materials and configuration. The interior has been altered when it was
adapted for use as the Corvallis City Hall. This building was constructed by the Methodist
Church in 1924 at a cost of approximately $50,000, having been designed by architects DeYoung
and Roald, and built by a local contracting firm, Heckart and Son. It was renovated for use as
City Hall in 1956. The City Hall building was listed as a Local Landmark in 1982 and is a
contributing resource to the historic district.

93)

563 S.W. Madison Avenue (11535CD05600)
1910, Wells Fargo Office
Contributing, Local Landmark
This one-story concrete block building was originally constructed in 1910 near 9th Street and
Washington Avenue, and was potentially moved to its present location in 1917 (Corvallis
Gazette-Times 7/3/1989) suggests building may not have been moved, despite references to the
move in past cultural resource inventories). It was designed by Newton R. Adams (of
Corvallis), built for use by Wells Fargo, and later used as a Southern Pacific warehouse before
it served the Red Electric Railway passengers. This one-story building retains its original
concrete block to mimic cast stone construction, distinctive double-pitched hip roof often seen
on railroad buildings, some of its original six-over-one double-hung sash wood windows,
multi-pane transom lights, and the locations of the original freight doors are evident, although
the doors themselves have been removed or altered. It was included in the Corvallis Local
Landmark list in 1982, retains historic integrity, and is a contributing resource to the district.

94)

Site 35LIN842
1910-1916
Contributing
This archaeological site features an historic-period surface artifact scatter with a subsurface
component, eight wood pilings, broken concrete, and metal cable (Cowan et al. 2020). The
historic-period deposit is in the location where residents of Corvallis were instructed to dispose of
refuse during the 1910s. Test excavations at the disposal site recovered 2,647 artifacts. The
artifact assemblage included 55% unidentifiable metal and glass fragments, 20% domestic-related
items (tableware, food storage, and furnishings), 22% structural-related items (nails, brick,
window glass), and 1% personal items (grooming items, toys, clothing, and adornments). The
subsurface archaeological deposits were likely generated from multiple Corvallis households and
businesses during the 1910s. The site was recommended eligible under Criterion D because it
can provide; “…unique and significant information about the material culture of Corvallis during
a specific period of Corvallis’s history” (Cowan et al. 2020: 42). The site is within the boundary
of the district and is a contributing resource to the historic district.
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Historical Background2
The Pre-Contact Cultural Record

At the opening of the nineteenth century, Kalapuyan speakers occupied all the Willamette Valley.
Based on texts recorded by linguists Albert Gatschet, Leo Frachtenberg, and Melville Jacobs (Jacobs et al.
1945), the Kalapuyan language family was found to include three languages and an undetermined number
(13 or more, Zenk 1990:547) of dialects. Jacobs (1937:66) observes, “the surprising divergences of the
three mutually unintelligible Kalapuya languages suggests a long antiquity of residence in the valley.” In
general, dialect communities were associated with tributary drainages of the Willamette River; today,
many river names preserve these community identities (“Tualatin,” “Yamhill,” “Santiam,” “Luckiamute,”
“Yoncalla,” and others). In the present project area, the lands west of the river were home to the Mary’s
River band, while the east side may have been within the territory of the Santiam. These groups spoke
closely related Kalapuya dialects.
Little is known of the Mary’s River and Santiam Kalapuya, including information on the number
and location of important villages. The Tualatin Kalapuya, for whom the most complete ethnographic
record exists (see Zenk 1976, 1990, 1994), occupied some 15-20 villages or hamlets (Zenk 1994). They
lived in permanent villages during the winter months, but lived in a series of temporary camps at different
resource areas during the dry months. Plant resources are emphasized as being the staple of the
Kalapuyan diet. Chief among these was camas (Camassia sp.) bulb of the lily family that commonly
occurs in wet meadows. From June through as late as October, large quantities of camas bulbs were
harvested by women using digging sticks. Other important plant resources include seeds of tarweed and
grasses, hazelnuts, acorns, and various types of berries (Zenk 1976). Intentional burning in the valley by
the Indians kept the grasslands open and free of dense undergrowth, promoted the growth of valuable
food plants, made easier the harvesting of seed plants, and provided open grazing for deer and elk which
were subsequently hunted (Boyd 1999).

Early European American Settlement; 1845-1850
Corvallis’ downtown core is situated on the west bank of the Willamette River just north of its
confluence with the Mary’s River. The business district that comprises much of the historic district
addressed in this report lies within portions of the donation land claims of Joseph Avery and William

2 A detailed discussion of Corvallis’ development is provided in Mary Kathryn Gallagher’s “Historic Context
Statement, City of Corvallis, Oregon,” City of Corvallis, (August 1993). This narrative is drawn chiefly from that document, in
extremely abbreviated form.
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Dixon, American emigrants of the mid-1840s. Avery arrived in 1845 and settled a donation claim on the
west side of the Willamette River at its confluence with the Mary’s River (Martin 1938:1). The following
year William F. Dixon settled a claim adjoining Avery’s to the north, and built a cabin near the presentday intersection of N. Second and Polk Streets (Gallagher 1993:11). Avery, along with many other
Oregon settlers, left for the California gold fields in 1848, and returned to open the first commercial
establishment in what would become Corvallis, which he stocked with merchandise brought from San
Francisco and Portland (Gallagher 1993:8). By 1849 Avery began to parcel his property and sell building
sites, in a development known as Little Fields (McArthur and McArthur 2003:234; Gallagher 1993:8).

Corvallis during the Steamboat Years: 1851-1879
The Town of Marysville was formally platted by J. C. Avery in February 1851, probably in
response to the increased business potential stimulated by the southern Oregon gold rush and the arrival
of the first steamboat to the future Corvallis town site. The town’s strategic location at the head of
navigation on the Willamette made it an ideal supply center and staging point for miners headed to the
gold fields of California and southern Oregon. The Marysville plat consisted of twenty-four blocks and
six fractional blocks encompassing an area between the Willamette River east to Fifth Street on the east
and west, and present-day Western Avenue and Jackson Street on the south and north. The plat also
included a ferry lot partition on the west bank of the Willamette River between Jackson and Van Buren
streets, from which William Dixon operated the first local ferry across the Willamette River.3 Several
months later, Dixon himself platted the six-block Dixon’s Addition north of the original town site,
bounded by First and Third Streets on the east and west, and Jackson and Tyler avenues on the north and
south, including two fractional blocks along the river (Gallagher 1993:21).
In 1851, Marysville consisted of two small building groupings in what were known as Upper
Town and Lower Town (Gallagher 1993:28). Madison Avenue divided the two centers of development,
with buildings in Upper Town generally located on Second Street between Washington and Jefferson
Avenues and Lower Town businesses primarily clustered along First Street at Van Buren Avenue, near
the steamboat landing (Gallagher 1993:29). In 1853, Marysville changed its name to Corvallis, a Latin
compound that means "heart of the valley" (Gallagher 1993:21). That same year Corvallis became the
Benton County seat, and four years later, in 1857, the City of Corvallis was incorporated (Gallagher
1993:22).

3 Dixon operated the first local Willamette River ferry at a location near his residence (north of the present-day
Harrison Bridge crossing). Several years later it appears the ferry crossing was located approximately in line with the current
Van Buren Bridge. (Gallagher 1993:14).
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Today’s Oregon State University began as the Corvallis College in 1858, holding classes in the
Baptist Church before constructing its first building in 1859 (razed in 1899) on Fifth Street between
Madison and Monroe in downtown Corvallis. A college-level curriculum was established in 1865
(Oregon State University Archives, “Chronological History...,” 2004; Gallagher 1993:43).
Throughout the Willamette Valley during this period, early commercial buildings were often
simple, vernacular log or wood-frame buildings with flat, sloped, or gable roofs and false fronts. No
vernacular log or wood-framed commercial buildings from this pre-1880 period are known to remain
standing within the historic district boundaries, the 1891 Robnett’s Warehouse (#56b) is the only
remaining example of a wood frame commercial building in downtown. The earliest identifiable styles in
Oregon’s commercial architecture, applied to both wood-frame and masonry buildings, were the Classical
Revival and Gothic Revival, followed by the Italianate. Small, simple, masonry (brick) buildings began
to appear in downtown Corvallis as early as the mid-1850s. Most masonry buildings constructed prior to
the 1880s were one story in height, and two-story brick buildings were rare. Only two pre-1880 examples
remain. The earliest remaining commercial building in Corvallis is J.C. Avery’s circa 1856, one-story
brick building that was originally designed in the Classical Revival vein but has since been altered (#56).
The Fisher Block (#42) is the oldest extant two-story brick commercial building, having been erected in
1868, also altered but still showing some evidence of its original Classical influence (Gazette-Times,
6/27/1868, 8/1/1868). In July of 1869, a fire destroyed numerous businesses along Second Street between
Madison and Monroe, including the entire block on the east side of Second Street (Gallagher 1993:32).
Following this devastating fire, Corvallis began a concerted shift to the construction of more “fireproof”
masonry commercial buildings downtown.
Wagon roads, ferries, and river transport comprised the transportation modes of the period. In
1848 William Dixon operated the first ferry across the Willamette River at a location near his residence
(north of the present-day Harrison Bridge crossing). Several years later it appears the ferry crossing was
located approximately in line with the Van Buren Bridge, and in 1850, Isaac Moore and Wyman St. Clair
were granted license to operate this ferry (Gallagher 1993:14). River transport became a reality for
Corvallis in 1851 when the first steamship, Canemah (or possibly it was the Multnomah), reached
Corvallis, establishing it as the head of navigation on the Willamette (Gallagher 1993:24).

The Arrival and Impact of the Railroad; 1880-1900

As early as the 1860s, plans were being made to construct a railroad through the Willamette
Valley. By 1868 Ben Holladay had begun construction on the Oregon & California (O&C) Railroad line
that aimed to connect Oregon with the Union Pacific transcontinental railroad. The O&C finished a line
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between Portland and Roseburg by 1872, but work was halted due to financial troubles. Work resumed in
1882 and eventually the railroad, then under ownership of the Southern Pacific Railroad, connected with
transcontinental line in San Francisco in 1887 (Oregon Secretary of State). It wasn’t until 1879, however,
that the Western Oregon Railway (a subsidiary of the Oregon & California Railroad) arrived in Corvallis,
bringing with it a greater diversity of goods and expanded ability for shipping local products and
eventually (starting in 1880) providing passenger service (Gallagher 1993:64).
In the 1880s these multiple modes of transportation converged in Corvallis along First Street.
Aligned along the west bank of the Willamette River, First Street formed the core of industry and
shipping for the community and was historically lined with warehouses and manufacturing plants. By
1888 a spur rail line had been constructed along First Street to facilitate both rail and river transport into
and out of Corvallis (Gallagher 1993:68).
The arrival of the railroad helped stimulate local building booms in the 1880s and early 1890s,
resulting in the construction of a number of two-story brick commercial buildings in downtown Corvallis.
Among others these were the Burnett Block (#49) and the Crawford and Farra Building (#55), both built
in 1882. By the early 1880s through about 1900, stylistic influences on both residential and commercial
buildings—whether wood or masonry—included the Italianate and Queen Anne modes. The Italianate is
identifiable through its vertical emphasis, elongated one-over-one windows, use of or allusion to masonry
construction, low-pitched roof, and scroll brackets. The Benton County Courthouse (#83), built in 1888
is an excellent example of Italianate architecture. A much more modest, wood-framed example is the
1891 warehouse adjacent to (south of) the J.C. Avery building at 400 S.W. Second Street (#56b). Queen
Anne architecture is known for its exuberant use of a wide variety of materials and detailing, particularly
on residential buildings. Queen Anne-style commercial buildings also tend to display a greater degree of
variety than their earlier or later counterparts, including ornate storefront detailing (pilasters, applied
carved or sawn features, colored glass, small-pane transom windows, etc.) and elaborate cornices that
include brackets and applied ornamentation. The L.G. Kline Building at 219-235 S.W. Madison Avenue
(#45), which dates to 1889, is listed in the National Register as a “High Victorian Italianate” style
building that also appears to display characteristics of the Queen Anne style.
During this period, such stylistically well-articulated, two-story masonry buildings gave the
downtown business district a more solid and permanent character, thus encouraging additional growth and
investment in the community. Even with the newly constructed masonry blocks, fires continued plague
downtown Corvallis throughout the 1880s. A fire in 1883 again destroyed all of the buildings on the east
side of Second Street between Monroe and Madison Avenues including a number of saloons, an
unoccupied blacksmith shop, and Chinese wash house (Gallagher 1993:71; Gazette-Times 10/26/1883).
Even as fire destroyed parts of downtown, the Corvallis College/Oregon State Agricultural College
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(formerly Corvallis College) continued to grow, and established the Department of Agriculture—the first
in the Pacific Northwest—in 1883 (Oregon State University Archives). By 1886, the institution was
named the State Agricultural College of Oregon, and three years later, in 1889, it moved out of downtown
Corvallis to the current campus site (Oregon State University Archives).
A handful of commercial buildings from the early 1890s are extant in the downtown, but
Corvallis was not immune to national economic trends. The Panic of 1893 resulted in an economic
depression that significantly slowed growth later in the decade, and in fact, only one building that may
have been constructed in the late 1890s appears to stand within the downtown district today, located at
138-142 S.W. Second Street (#44).

Corvallis during the Dawn of the Motor Age; 1900-1929

The turn of the twentieth century began a period of growth for Corvallis in terms of population
and physical development. The population increased by 150% to 4,552 people during the first decade of
the twentieth century, resulting in geographic expansion of the city (U.S. Census 1910). Several
organizations were established in the early twentieth century to promote Corvallis, one of which was the
Corvallis Commercial Club. The organization published a promotional brochure in 1910 that noted more
than 200 buildings were constructed and contracts for $100,000 worth of pavement and sidewalks had
been let (Corvallis Commercial Club 1910:22).
The early twentieth century saw some significant changes in the breadth and character of the
traditional business district. The commercial core, which had previously centered on Second Street,
expanded west to Third Street starting in the 1910s and early 1920s, and the downtown architecture itself
changed during the first decade of the century. Most of the wood-frame commercial buildings remaining
on Second Street were demolished or removed at this time and replaced with masonry buildings, a trend
that extended to the Third Street expansion area. Victorian-era styles persisted in commercial design into
the early years of the twentieth century, but quickly gave way to a number of additional stylistic
influences, many based in a revival of classical architecture. The Georgian Revival, of which the Hotel
Julian (#22) is an example, is a relatively restrained, classically influenced commercial style, and often
includes red brick walls with white brick accents, a moderate cornice with modillions. The Romanesque
and Richardsonian Romanesque styles are characterized by rusticated masonry, large arched openings,
and in corner buildings they often showed a corner entrance flanked by columns. Although pure
examples of these styles are not found in the District, the 1907 Benton County State Bank building (#17)
was constructed in the Richardsonian tradition and clearly displays the character-defining features of that
style. The American Renaissance and Italian Renaissance Revival styles also appear in the district. The
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Italian Renaissance Revival, well-illustrated by the Whiteside Theater (#79), is characterized by an
embellished cornice, round-arch windows, and application of details derived from Italian Renaissance
architecture, such as balustrades, quoins, belt coursing, and pilasters. Not uncommon were simpler, oneto three-story masonry commercial buildings categorized as “Commercial Brick” style. The three- to
five-bay façade arrangement and symmetrical fenestration, composed of large display windows with
multi-paned transoms separated by simple masonry pillars or pilasters reflected a basic commercial type
that was ubiquitous in downtowns throughout America. In Corvallis, the Pulley-Darling-Hyde-Thatcher
building (#69) is a good example. Utilitarian buildings, such as those that housed warehouses,
manufactories, and other (usually) non-retail uses, were typically simple and functional in form,
constructed of wood or masonry with steel-sash windows, showing little architectural ornamentation.
Buildings along 1st Street, such as the Greyhound Bus Garage (#4c) and the Creamery and Cold Storage
building (#9), are examples of utilitarian architecture in the historic district.
The 1893 Corvallis Hotel/Julian Hotel (#22) had stood vacant since being built, and underwent
major renovations in 1902 and 1910 transforming it from a nineteenth century arcaded block with a
corner turret, to a four-story, modern Georgian Revival Hotel. In 1910, the two-story Harding Building
(#71), located at Third Street and Madison Avenue, became the cornerstone of the nascent Third Street
business district, and Nolan’s Department Store, the first of the building’s occupants, advertised that it
paid “to walk a little farther” (OSHPO, OHSD, “Harding Building”). The Masonic Building (#72) was
erected in 1912 at Third and Madison further helping to anchor the growing Third Street commercial
district (Gallagher 1993:118). In addition to the Masonic Building, at least seven other business buildings
were constructed in 1912 in the expanding downtown.

The Corvallis Gazette-Times championed the changing face of Corvallis during the 1920s,
…the buildings erected both in the business and residence sections represent a better and
more attractive style of architecture and an apparent desire to go in for more than merely
the substantial. As a consequence, the appearance of the city has been vastly enhanced,
and in the business section, the replacement of shacks with large and handsome structures
and the covering of waste spaces with good buildings of lesser pretension has created
such a change in certain regions that a trip through the business streets now arouses much
pleasant speculation and with many a great deal of enthusiasm (Gazette-Times 1/1/1923).
The Chamber of Commerce Civic Improvement Committee sponsored many projects during the
1920s, including tree plantings along city streets in 1924 (Gazette-Times, 4/5/1924). In 1925, Corvallis
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hired A.D. Taylor as the first city planner to institute permit requirements for new construction; he also
recommended the city develop several parks including along the riverfront (Gallagher 1993:116).4
The Willamette riverbank was used for trash disposal by the people of Corvallis in the early
twentieth century. Disposal of solid waste has been an issue for cities since humans start living near one
another. Records of waste management in Oregon show that in the early part of the twentieth century,
waste was managed at the municipal level and laws were primarily designed to deal with nuisance
(smells, rodents, and insects) and health issues. Disposal locations could be private or publicly owned and
riverbanks, ravines, and gullies were popular dumping places. In 1910 the Corvallis City Council notified
citizens that garbage was to no longer be dumped at the base of the riverbank alongside the roadway to
Crystal Lake Cemetery and instead was to be ferried across the Willamette River and dumped in a stakedoff portion of a gravel bar on city property. The new dump location in this article is likely referring to the
property that had been purchased by Benton County to operate the ferry, and which was later used as the
east landing for the bridge. In 1913, the Benton County Court issued a notice saying that the dumping of
rubbish other than dirt, bricks, gravel, cement, or tin cans at the east pier of the Van Buren Bridge was
forbidden and that the county had hired people to look after the enforcement of this law. In 1919, a new
dump was established on property owned by John Beach, who operated the farm on the east bank of the
Willamette River directly north of the Van Buren Bridge. Disposal of trash on the riverbank at the bridge
probably stopped at this time because the new dump did not carry the threat of prosecution and was close
by. Land south of the project APE in Linn County where there is now the OR 34 Bypass was used as a
landfill between 1969 and 1981 and the active regional Coffin Butte Landfill began operation in the
1940s.5
Technological innovations in entertainment, commerce, and transportation initiated a need for
new commercial establishments to fulfill changing needs. The outcome was that a number of movie
theaters, department and chain stores, and auto-related businesses such as gas stations, sales showrooms,
and repair garages began to appear in downtown Corvallis (Gallagher 1993:117). These buildings often
replaced opera houses, small specialty shops, liveries, and blacksmith shops that had become functionally
obsolete or were no longer needed.
At the turn of the twentieth century moving pictures and vaudeville became increasingly popular,
replacing the opera houses of the nineteenth century as the most popular mode of entertainment. By
1910, several theaters were opening in the downtown district including Star, Idlewild, and Palace theaters;

Although riverfront parks were part of Taylor’s recommendations, it appears that the First Street riverfront in downtown
Corvallis was not formally converted to parkland until several decades later.
5
This paragraph is an excerpt from Cowan, et. al., “Archaeological Testing and Evaluation of Sites Located on the Willamette
Riverbank and in the Linn County Portion of the Van Buren Bridge Project, Linn and Benton Counties, Oregon,” January 5,
2021.
4
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the Palace Theater showed pictures and the Idlewild focused on vaudeville. The Palace Theater
eventually burned down and the Crystal Theater was used. The Crystal Theater was located upstairs in
the older Masonic Building on Second Street. The Majestic Theater (#21), located next to the Julian
Hotel on Second Street was built in 1913 and was 800-seat combination vaudeville and cinema, the
theater also hosted local events (Gallagher 1993:120).
One of the first department stores in Corvallis was Kline's Department Store, located in the
Kline’s Department Store building (#15) on the east side of Second Street between Madison and Jefferson
avenues. The store sold a wide variety of dry goods and general merchandise and also had a "Pure Food
Department" which sold groceries. Another early department store was Nolan's Department Store, an
enlargement of the business of I.M. Nolan and Son. This store was opened in 1910 in the Harding
Building on the northwest corner of Third Street and Madison Avenue. Nolan's Department Store had the
first "bargain basement" in Corvallis, established after Mr. Nolan visited the Marshall Field's Store in
Chicago in 1911. The importance of the riverfront to the growth and economy of Corvallis declined in
the new century as the Willamette River, which had played such a prominent role in the commercial and
industrial life of the community in the nineteenth century, was no longer a vital part of the city's economic
growth. Steamboat service to Corvallis was discontinued in the early 1920s (Corning 1956:114;
Gallagher 1993:122).
The railroad continued to serve an important role, however. The Oregon Electric railway, which
ran from Portland to Eugene and through Corvallis on the east side of the Willamette, was the first
interurban electric rail line to serve Corvallis. In 1913 the Oregon Electric Railway depot was
constructed on the east side of the river, just north of the Van Buren Bridge approach. In 1934 the
building was donated to the Oregon State Agricultural College as quarters for the rowing crew, and it was
eventually torn down to make way for the new Harrison Bridge (Grande 1997:np). In 1910, the Corvallis
and Eastern Railroad had a concrete block depot (#93) at Ninth Street and Washington Avenue. This
building was later moved to Sixth Street between Madison and Monroe Avenues (it remains at this
location) to serve the newly electrified Southern Pacific west-side line, which was known as the “Red
Electric” due to the distinctive bright red steel cars. At its height, the line offered four daily trains each
way to Portland, though electric trains soon faded in popularity as they were supplanted as a favored
mode of travel by the automobile. In 1929, passenger service on the Red Electric ceased (Gallagher
1993:122). Passenger rail service between Corvallis and Yaquina Bay was discontinued in 1928
(Gazette-Times 8/29/1928).
The introduction of the automobile had a profound impact on the future development of the
community. Automobiles were the novel new mode of personal transport, and one of the first in Corvallis
was likely owned by August Fischer, who purchased a Jeffrey brand Rambler in 1903 (Gallagher
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1993:124). From that point forward, the number of cars registered in Oregon increased dramatically,
from 2,493 registered automobiles in 1910 to 103,790 ten years later (Gallagher 1993:124). Public
interest in improved roads rose in tandem with the expanding popularity of the automobile. The “Good
Roads” movement, initially started in the 1890s due to the popularity of the bicycle, eventually resulted in
advocacy for national highway system (Weingroff:nd). Arthur Clarke, president of the Commercial Club,
stated in a speech in 1913 that "Good roads annihilate distance and cancel space. They bring the farmer
nearer the market and the city man in closer touch with nature," further emphasizing the importance of the
river crossing that same year (Gazette-Times 1/28/1914 in Gallagher 1993:112). The State Highway
Commission was established in 1913 with the mandate to “Get Oregon out of the Mud” and by 1917 the
commission had laid out and approved a state highway system. In town, Corvallis streets were paved
between 1910 and 1920 (Gallagher 1993:124).
Ferry transport across the river would soon become obsolete, and in 1913 the Van Buren Bridge,
the first bridge across the Willamette in Corvallis was completed, replacing the outdated ferry. The new
bridge featured a swing span that provided passage of steamboat traffic. The Van Buren Bridge remains
in service today as the oldest automotive swing span bridge in Oregon as well as the only remaining pinconnected moveable-span truss in the State, and one of only two of its type remaining in the nation. In
addition to its design and engineering importance, this bridge is also significant for its association with
the twentieth-century development of Corvallis and its growth downtown. When the transportation
systems that first utilized the river, and then relied upon railroad and streetcar, were replaced by the
automobile in the 1920s, the bridge became the major link to Corvallis' continuing viability as a
community and regional trading center.
Between the mid-1900s and early 1920s, a number of auto-related businesses were built in
Corvallis, several of them located at the foot of the Van Buren Bridge (Gallagher 1993:124). Mark
Rickard began selling automobiles in Corvallis in 1904 or 1905 in the rear of Long's Sporting Goods
Store on Second Street. In 1908, he built the first auto garage in Corvallis on the southeast corner of
Second and Van Buren streets (#31) (Gallagher 1993:125).
In general, the early 1920s were good business years for Corvallis. Nineteen buildings were built
in the business district in 1922, with the newspaper noting in 1923 that there were no vacant buildings in
the downtown section (Gallagher 1993:119). In 1921, the Blue Mouse Theater (#39) on Second Street
was opened by the Odd Fellows, and originally featured some subtle Mission Revival influences that have
subsequently been altered and all but obscured. The Blue Mouse Theater was relatively short-lived and
soon closed due to competition from the Whiteside Theater (Gallagher 1993:120-121). In 1922, Charles
and Samuel Whiteside built the Whiteside Theater (#79) on the northeast corner of Fourth and Madison
streets. The extravagant building cost $100,000 to complete, and when finished the theater was
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considered to be among the grandest buildings in the state behind perhaps the Liberty Theater in Portland.
It was described as the most attractive business structure in downtown Corvallis.
Prior to 1922, there were three chain department stores in Corvallis. By January of 1923, there
were ten (Gazette-Times, 1/1/1923). Department stores in Corvallis in the late 1920's included national
chains J.C. Penney and Montgomery Ward, as well as J.M. Nolan and Sons, and the Miller Mercantile
Company. Of these four stores, only Nolan's was locally owned. During the first two decades of the
twentieth century the area along Second and Third streets between Van Buren and Washington was a mix
of dilapidated barns, sheds, and lean-to’s interspersed with commercial buildings, most of which was
replaced by modern commercial buildings by 1924 (Gallagher 1993:119). “Beginning about 1920 the
business section of Corvallis began to build up. Third Street soon became as important for business as
Second Street, then spread farther west to Fourth Street, the Benton Hotel and the Elks Temple having
been built in 1925 and 1926...” (Gazette-Times 7/24/1937; Gallagher 1993:119).
The 1924 Hotel Benton at 408 S.W. Monroe (#84) is an excellent example of the Italian
Renaissance style in Corvallis’ downtown. Seven stories in height, this was and remains the tallest
building in downtown Corvallis. The construction of the hotel was related to the completion of the
Pacific Highway, an important north-south travel artery for the Willamette Valley economy that helped
encourage increased tourism (Gallagher 1993:125). The route started in Vancouver, B.C. and traversed
south through Washington, Oregon, and California to San Diego, California. In the Willamette Valley the
highway followed the east and west side valley railroads before merging at Junction City. Paving on the
east-side highway (Highway 99 East) was completed in 1922 while the west-side Pacific Highway
(Highway 99 West) was paved in 1923. The construction of the Hotel Benton came on the heels of the
completion of the Pacific Highway through Corvallis along Third Street, which also became the location
for early automobile service stations, many of which have since been removed or replaced.
The Corvallis Hotel (#16), at the southeast corner of Second and Madison Avenue was built in
1927-28, a four-story brick hotel built in the Italian Renaissance style. This building replaced the original
wood-frame Occidental Hotel. Wood-frame buildings were slowly disappearing in Corvallis’ downtown,
and being replaced with grander masonry construction. In fact, the City Council in 1928 had approved
new building codes that not only expanded the boundary of the business district, but prohibited the
construction of wood-frame buildings in the area (Gallagher 1993:120).
With the growing popularity of the automobile in the early to mid-twentieth century, as well as
the routing of the Pacific Highway along Third Street, auto transportation-related commercial buildings,
including gas stations, auto dealerships, auto garages, and bus depots began to appear in Corvallis’
downtown (Gazette-Times, 1/1/1924 from Gallagher 1993:125). Many of these were relatively utilitarian
in character, often of masonry construction (brick, concrete, or later hollow clay tile), with flat roofs,
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sometimes with stepped parapets, and steel sash windows, and little in the way of overt architectural
ornamentation. In order to showcase their merchandise, auto dealerships typically had large plate-glass
display windows on their street façades. With a number of auto garages and auto-related businesses
centered around north Second Street and Van Buren, near the location of Rickard's Garage, this area was
known as "Automobile Row" in the 1920s (Gallagher 1993:126). Other early automobile garages in
Corvallis included Adam Wilhelm’s Ford Agency in the 1917 McKellip's-Groves Garage (#58), and the
A.L. Stevenson Garage (#57), home of the Moore Overland Agency.

Corvallis During the Depression Years and World War II; 1930-1944

Due to the economic hardships of the Depression years, construction in the business district came
to a near standstill during the first five years of the 1930s. One exception was the Greyhound Bus Station
(#4a-c) built in 1930. Commercial building picked up in the late 1930s, however, which is a period that
marks some expansion of the business district west to Fourth and Fifth streets along the Madison and
Monroe Avenue corridors. In 1937, the building at 451 S.W. Madison Avenue (#89) was among the four
commercial buildings constructed that year.
Improved roads, more automobiles, and depressed economic conditions all combined to
discourage rail travel, which had been a primary mode of transportation in the valley through the first
years of the twentieth century. Soon bus lines, which had more flexibility in terms of areas of travel,
supplanted the passenger train business, and in 1930, the Corvallis Greyhound Station (#4a-b) was built at
First Street and Jackson Avenue in the Streamline Moderne style. Automobile service stations continued
to be important even through the Depression years. The 1934 Corvallis City Directory listed fourteen
service stations, and several more were updated, expanded, or constructed in the late 1930s (Maxson's
Corvallis Directory, 1934; Gallagher 1993:197). Rail travel had diminished so significantly by the end of
the decade that the Oregon Electric Railroad removed its spur line on the main line from Corvallis to Gray
around 1940, though it appears that tracks remained in place along First Street until well after World War
II (Lowry, Munford, and Moore 1979:5; Sanborn 1949)
The economic fortunes of Corvallis improved with the onset of World War II. Camp Adair, a
50,000-acre training camp built seven miles north of Corvallis, was at its peak the second-largest city in
Oregon. The Camp was in operation between 1942 and 1946 and housed 45,000 troops and military
personnel (Engeman 2019). During this period Corvallis experienced housing shortages because enlisted
men and families needed places to live near to Camp Adair, and as a result many older homes were
converted to apartments (Gallagher 1993:196). However, as in nearly all American communities, few
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new buildings were constructed during the 1941-1945 period because of the critical material and labor
needs of the World War II effort, as well as the 1942 moratorium on new construction.
Material shortages persisted in the years immediately following World War II, stunting
development in towns throughout the Willamette Valley and Oregon, and therefore only a handful of
buildings in downtown Corvallis date to the 1940s. As in the late 1930s, architectural styles in the 1940s
and into the 1950s were streamlined and showed minimal ornamentation, reflecting advancements in
manufacturing and production of building materials as well as cultural evolutions towards reductive
architectural theories. This resulted in a gradual but definite shift in the visual character of downtown
storefronts and streets. Stylistically, Modern Commercial, Neo-Classical, Art Deco/Art Moderne, and
International Style influences were common in the downtown District, and were evident in both new
design and modernization efforts on older buildings6. New commercial buildings were exclusively of
masonry construction, typically poured concrete or concrete block, with simpler, less ornate storefronts
than in previous decades, and with large plate-glass display windows, sloped or truss roofs behind simple
parapet walls, and steel-sash windows on secondary façades. In an effort to update and modernize older
buildings, many of the nineteenth and early twentieth century cornices, window details, and entire
storefronts were removed, covered, or replaced with new, “modern” designs and materials, a trend that
continued well into the post-war years.

The Post-World War II period; 1945-1960
The decade of the 1940s saw Corvallis’ population grow by 93%, in part due to rising student
enrollment at the University following the end of World War II. Post-World War II commercial
architecture continued to show more minimalistic design and incorporate new innovative building
materials. “After World War II, new technologies enabled architects to experiment with innovative
designs. Modern buildings tended to have clean, simple lines, a minimum of decoration, lots of glass, a
flat or angled roofline, and materials such as Formica, aluminum, stainless steel, or terrazzo” (Pinyerd and
Wright 2003:5.2). By 1945 there was little vacant land in Corvallis’ downtown and there are few
buildings that date to this period. New post-World War II construction is exemplified by the 1958
Lipman’s Department Store (#77) at Madison Avenue and Fourth Street. In addition to the construction
of a few new buildings, the storefronts of older buildings continued to be upgraded to reflect a more
modern appearance, and those changes have, in some cases, achieved significance themselves as

6

This movement of modernizing a portion of an older building is referred to as “half-modern,” of which there are several
examples in downtown Corvallis.
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representative examples of period and style. Buildings illustrating this phenomenon include Kline’s
Department Store (#15), and the Smith-Rennie-Allen Block (#63).

Summary

During the century between the mid-1850s and 1960, many architectural styles were utilized in
Corvallis and throughout Oregon. For commercial buildings, the variety of stylistic influences was
perhaps less varied than for residential construction, but each was nonetheless expressive of its particular
period. The nineteenth century is represented by a relatively small number of buildings in the district,
most built in the 1880s, with the oldest dating to circa 1856 (the J.C. Avery Building, #56). The vast
majority—about two-thirds—of the historic period buildings in the Corvallis downtown were built
between 1900 and 1930. Construction in the two decades of the 1930s and 1940s accounts for only ten
buildings in the district, and the following decade, 1950 to 1960 saw the addition of thirteen new
buildings. The breadth of architecture that remains in downtown Corvallis is representative of the national
ebb and flow of cultural and economic forces – from depressions to booms – and is a prototypical
example of how those events played a role in the development and continued growth of the business core
during the period of significance.
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Table 3. List of properties in Corvallis Downtown Historic District
Map
#
1
2
3

Address

Historic Name/
Function

Date

Integrity/
Notes

Hwy 34/Van Buren St
N.W. 1st St. between
Van Buren & Jefferson
250 N.W. 1st St

Van Buren Bridge
Corvallis Waterfront/
Riverfront Memorial Park
Garage

1913
1850spresent
1924

altered

Greyhound Bus

1930

minor
alteration

Evaluation
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing

240 N.W.

1st

4a

230 N.W.

1st

4b

220 N.W. 1st St

Greyhound Bus

1930

4c

101 N.W. Jackson
118 N.W. Jackson Ave /
142 N.W. 1st St

Greyhound Bus Garage

1930

Unknown

c. 2019

new
construction

6

151 N.W. Monroe Ave

Warehouse

1966 Co

out of period

P

130 S.W. Monroe Ave

Unknown

n/a

Contributing
Non-contributing
(out of period)
Non-contributing
(out of period)
Vacant

Warehouse

1941 Co

Contributing

Unknown

n/a

Vacant

Creamery & Shop

1929

Contributing

Creamery, Cold Storage

c. 1930

Contributing

P

5

7
P
8

St
St

1st

126-134 S.W.
St
No assigned address
N.W. corner 1st & Madison
100-116 Madison Ave
1st

9

240 S.W.

P

246 S.W. 1st St

10

St

361 S.W. 2nd Street
2nd

Street

Unknown

Vacant

Vacant

Paint shop

1920 Co

Auto sales/office

1910 Co
1931

337 S.W.

12

311 S.W. 2nd Street

Corvallis Post Office

13

233 S.W. 2nd Street

Montgomery Wards/
Blackledge Furniture

14

223-231 S.W. 2nd Street

E.W. Fisher Bldg

15

215-223 S.W. 2nd

Kline’s Dept Store

1907

16

201-211 S.W. 2nd Street

Corvallis Hotel

1927

17

143 S.W. 2nd Street

Benton Co State Bank

1907

18

137 S.W. 2nd Street

Sporting Goods

19

133-135 S.W. 2nd Street

Cigars, billiards

c. 1915
1928
1940
c. 1970
1890
c. 1930

Furniture store

c. 1905
1950
c. 1905, c,
1950
c. 1905

115-121 S.W. 2nd Street

Majestic Theater

1913

22

103-107 S.W. 2nd Street

Hotel Corvallis
Hotel Julian

1893

P

103 N.W. 2nd Street

Parking

23

111 N.W. 2nd Street

Meat market

20

123-129 S.W.

21

Street
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2nd

Contributing
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minor
alteration
altered

altered

Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark
Non-contributing

Contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark
National
Register, Local
Landmark
National
Register, Local
Landmark
altered
minor
alteration
altered

Non-contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark
National
Register, Local
Landmark
Vacant
Contributing,
Local Landmark

60

24

115-121 N.W. 2nd Street
2nd

Furniture store

c.1920

Contributing

25a

127 N.W.

Street

Sheet metal shop

c. 1920

altered

Non-contributing

25b

129 N.W. 2nd Street

Sheet metal shop

c. 1920

altered

26

133-135 N.W. 2nd

Weigand Bldg

1910

Non-contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark

Unknown

1946 Co

altered

Non-contributing

Auto Sales/Garage

27
28

100-160 N.W. Jackson
Ave
207 N.W. 2nd Street

30

223 N.W. 2nd Street

Laundry

1924
c. 1925,
c.1965
c.1910

31

225-235 N.W. 2nd Street

Garage

1919 Co

29

217-221 N.W.

2nd

Street

Apartments

32

305 N.W. 2nd Street

Portland-Corvallis Auto
Freight

33

244 N.W. 2nd Street

Brands Chevrolet

nd

34

200 N.W. 2

Street

35

144 N.W. 2nd Street

P

136 N.W. 2nd Street

Unknown
OSU Thrift Shop

c. 1920
c. 1925
1915 Co
c. 1910

altered

Non-contributing

altered

Non-contributing
Contributing

minor
alteration;
DOE 1993

Contributing
Contributing
Contributing

altered

Non-contributing
Vacant

36

128 N.W. 2nd Street

Auto repair

37

120 N.W. 2nd Street

Retail stores

38

108 N.W. 2nd Street

Auto supplies

39

106 N.W. 2nd Street

Blue Mouse Theater

40

207-215 N.W. Monroe Ave

R.M. Thompson Bldg

nd

1927

Contributing

c. 1920
1925 Co
c. 1910
1914 Co
c. 1920
1921
1910 Co
1880 Co

minor
alteration

c. 1905
1868
1880 Co

Contributing
Contributing
Contributing

altered

Non-contributing

altered

Non-contributing

altered
minor
alteration

Non-contributing

41

100 S.W. 2

Street

Grocery store

42

104 S.W. 2nd Street

Fisher Block

P

Unassigned address

Parking

P

Unassigned address

Parking

P

Unassigned address

Parking

n/a

Vacant

P

Unassigned address

Parking

n/a

Vacant

P

Unassigned address

Parking

n/a

Vacant

P

128-132 S.W. 2nd Street

Parking

Vacant
Vacant

43

136-140 S.W. 2nd Street

Taylor Bldg

44

138-142 S.W. 2nd Street

Moving pictures/
lodge rooms

1906
1889 Co
c. 1910
1896 Co

45

219-235 S.W. Madison
Ave

L.G. Kline Bldg

1889

46

204 S.W. Madison Ave

First National Bank

47

208 S.W. 2nd Street

Confectionary, barber,
bakery

48

214 S.W. 2nd Street
232 S.W.

2nd

Street

P

242 S.W.

2nd

Street

P

246 S.W. 2nd Street

P
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c. 1880
c.1915
c. 1912
1918 Co
c. 1950
c. 1888

Parking

Vacant
Contributing,
Local Landmark
Contributing
National
Register, Local
Landmark
altered

Non-contributing

altered

Non-contributing
Contributing
Vacant

Parking
Parking / Bank

Contributing

Vacant
No data
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Vacant

61

49

300-310 S.W. 2nd

Burnett Block

P

312 S.W. 2nd Street

Parking

50

316 S.W. 2nd Street

Furniture, paint shop

51

320 S.W. 2nd Street

Plumbing, sheet metal

52

324 S.W. 2nd Street

Auto tops, furniture stor

53

328 S.W. 2nd Street

Bicycle repair shop
O.J. Blackledge and Sons
Furniture and Paint

54

334-336 S.W.

2nd

Street

1882
1880 Co
c. 1920
1913 Co
c. 1920
1924 Co
c. 1920
1924 Co
c. 1900

minor
alteration

Crawford & Farra Block

1882

56a

400 (& 412) S.W. 2nd
Street

c. 1857
c. 1920

56b

400 (&412) S.W. 2nd Street

J.C. Avery Bldg/
Robnett’s Hardware
R.M. Wade and Co.
Warehouse

56c

400 (& 412) S.W. 2nd
Street

Mixed Use Building

2020

57

442 S.W. 2nd Street

A.L. Stevenson Garage

1917
1918 Co

58

500 S.W. 2nd Street

59

248-252 S.W. Jefferson Av

Wilhelms /
McKellip’s-Groves Garage
Plumbing,sheet metal

c. 1920

Dairy Queen

1986 Co

1891

altered

Non-contributing

altered

Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark
Contributing,
Local Landmark

same tax lot
as #56
same tax lot
as #56
out of period

1917

303 S.W.

61

275 S.W. 3rd Street

Bank

1974 Co

P

217-219 S.W. 3rd

Parking

n/a

bldg demo’d

1913 Co

minor
alteration

P

229-231 S.W.

Street

62

260 S.W. Madison Ave

63

251-257 S.W. Madison
Ave

64

137-139 S.W. 3rd Street

65

121 S.W. 3rd Street
3rd

Parking
Hout Building
hardware/furniture store
Smith-Rennie-Allen Block
Hardware store/
dance hall
Meat market

Contributing
Non-contributing
(out of period)
Contributing

60

3rd

Contributing
Contributing

c. 1921

340 S.W. 2nd Street

Street

Contributing
Vacant

55

3rd

minor
alteration

Contributing,
Local Landmark
Contributing
Non-contributing
(out of period)
Non-contributing
(out of period)
Vacant
Vacant
Contributing

1922
1923 Co

Contributing,
Local Landmark

1923 Co

Contributing

1924 Co

altered

Non-contributing

66

119 S.W.

Street

Creamery, barber shop

1924 Co

altered

Non-contributing

67

113 S.W. 3rd Street

Battery charging shop

1924 Co

altered

Non-contributing

Johnson Porter Bldg

1937
1920 Co

Same tl as
#68b & c

Contributing

Johnson Porter Bldg

1925
1920 Co

Same tl as
#68a & c

Contributing

Johnson Porter Bldg

1922
1920 Co

Same tl as
#68a & b
3 tax lots/
1 bldg

P
68a
68b
68c

103 S.W.

3rd

Street

100-114 S.W. 3rd Street
108 S.W. 3rd and
308-314 S.W. Monroe
(100-114 S.W. 3rd Street)
114 S.W. 3rd Street
(100-114 S.W. 3rd St)

Parking

Vacant

Contributing

69

120-124 S.W. 3rd Street

Pulley-Darling-HydeThatcher Bld

1922

70

128-136 S.W. 3rd Street

Lafferty Bldg

1924
1922 Co

Contributing

301-311 S.W. Madison
Ave
300-312 S.W. Madison
Ave

Harding Bldg/
Nolans Dept Store

1910

Contributing,
Local Landmark

Masonic Building

1912

Contributing

71
72
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73
74a

220-230 S.W. 3rd Street
234 S.W.

3rd

Street

Crees Bldg

1926 Co

Contributing

MacMarr Grocery/PO

1926
1926
1938 Co

Contributing

74b

311 S.W. Jefferson Ave

Mail sorting

75

250 S.W. 3rd Street

Doctor’s office/photo shop

1966 Co

76

302 S.W. 3rd

Gazette-Times

1926 Co

215 S.W.
Street
351-353 S.W. Madison
Ave

Lipman’s Department Store

1958
1929
1928 Co

79

361 S.W. Madison

Whiteside Theater

80

127 S.W. 4th

77
78

81

4th

117-121 S.W.

4th

Street

Contributing
out of period

Contributing
Contributing

1922
1947 Co

Multi-use stores, offices

c. 1930

Non-contributing
(out of period)
Contributing

altered

National
Register, Local
Landmark
Non-contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
(out of period)
National
Register, Local
Landmark
National
Register, Local
Landmark
Contributing

82

111 S.W. 4th Street

Bank building

1972 Co

83

120-190 N.W. 4th Street

Benton Co Courthouse

1888

84

408 S.W. Monroe Ave

Hotel Benton

1925
1924 Co

85

126 S.W. 4th

Pay Less Drugs

1959 Co

86

425 S.W. Madison Ave

J.C. Penney/Dept store

1957 Co

87

200 S.W. 4th Street

Benton County Bank

1978 Co

Welscher Bldg

1937

Contributing

1937
c 1920
1923 Co

Contributing

89

458-468 S.W. Madison
Ave
451 S.W. Madison Ave

90

453-459 Madison Ave

Various

P

Unassigned address

Parking

88

out of period

out of period

Contributing
Non-contributing
(out of period)

Non-contributing
Vacant

91

456 Monroe

Key Title

c 1975
1950 Co

92

501 S.W. Madison Avenue

South Methodist
Church/City Hall

1924

93

563 S.W. Madison Avenue

Wells Fargo Office

1910

94

Site 35LIN842

altered

1910-1916

Non-contributing
Contributing,
Local Landmark
Contributing,
Local Landmark
Contributing

Pink highlights indicate individually National Register-listed property
Under the “Date” column, “Co” indicates the Benton County Assessor’s date of record
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Figure 1. USGS topographic map of city of Corvallis and boundary of the Corvallis Downtown Historic District
(blue polygon).
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Figure 2. Historic district boundaries (black border) with contributing and non-contributing properties
indicated. Property numbers are keyed to Table 3.
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Figure 3a. 1927-49 Sanborn map with historic district properties labeled.
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Figure 3b. 1927-49 Sanborn map with historic district properties labeled.
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Figure 3c. 1927-49 Sanborn map with historic district properties labeled.
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Figure 3d. 1927-49 Sanborn map with historic district properties labeled.
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.

Figure 4. Historic district boundaries with contributing and non-contributing properties
indicated. Property numbers are keyed to Table 3.
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Figure 5. 1873 view of Second Street, Corvallis (Pintrest image, no source provided).

Figure 6. Circa 1890 view of downtown Corvallis, looking west down S.W. Adams Avenue at S.W. 2nd Street.
(Courtesy Oregon Digital, #df70cd84f)
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Figure 7. View of Corvallis ferry near present-day Van Buren Bridge crossing, 1900.
(Courtesy Oregon Digital, #df70cc804).

Figure 8. 1905 view of downtown Corvallis looking north (?) from 2nd and Jefferson
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #P025:1226).
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Figure 9. View looking north on Second Street, 1909 (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cf424).

Figure 10. Circa 1910 view looking north down 2nd Street from Madison Avenue, preparing to pave
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df71hw63d ).
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Figure 11. View looking south on Second Street from Monroe Avenue, circa 1912 (Author’s collection).

Figure 12. Circa 1915 aerial view of Corvallis. Van Buren Bridge is at lower left of image. (Author’s collection)
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Figure 13. View looking south on Second Street from Monroe Avenue, 1924 (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cf69j).

Figure 14. 1929 view looking east from intersection of Third Street and Madison Avenue. 1922 Whiteside Theater
(#79) at far left (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70d214v).
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Figure 15. View looking west on Madison Avenue from Second Street, circa 1940
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df66vd67x).

Figure 16. View looking west on Madison Avenue between Second and Third Streets, c 1940 (Author’s collection).

Corvallis, Oregon Downtown Historic District
Determination of Eligibility

Museum Report 2020-081 (5/3/21)

76

Figure 17. 1943 post card view south on Second Street from between Monroe and Madison Avenues (Author’s
collection).

Figure 18. 1943 post card view looking south on Third Street from between Jackson and Monroe Avenues
(Author’s collection).
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Figure 19. 1956 view looking east on. Madison Avenue from near 4th Street. Corvallis City Hall (#92, left) and
Welscher Building (#88, right) (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df734563f).

Figure 20. 1939 aerial view of Corvallis looking west (Courtesy Oregon Historical Society #001615).
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Figure 21. The circa 1856 J.C. Avery Store (#56a) and 1891 Warehouse (#56b) in an early 1890s view
(Courtesy Oregon Historical Society #36469)

Figure 22. 1895 detail view of Burnett Block at 300-310 S.W. Second Street (#49)
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70ch89f)
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Figure 23. Hotel Corvallis/Corvallis Hotel at 103-107 S.W. Second Street (#22), built in 1893 and pictured here in
1909 (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cc82p).

Figure 24. Julian Hotel (formerly Corvallis Hotel, #22) at 201-211 S.W. Second Street, built in 1893 and pictured
here in 1912 following major remodel (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cf34f).
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Figure 25. Benton County State Bank Building (built 1907) at 143 S.W. Second Street, 1910
(Courtesy Oregon Digital df70cc669).

Figure 26. Masonic Building at 300-312 S.W. Madison Avenue (#72, built 1912), no date (Courtesy Oregon
Digital #df71fs19w).
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Figure 27. Rendering of Hout Building (1913, #62), located at 60 S.W. Madison Avenue.
From Corvallis Gazette-Times article of January 27, 1914.

Figure 28. Circa 1915 view of the 1913 Porter/Majestic Theater Building (#21) at 115-121 S.W. Second Street
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cd14r).
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Figure 29. The 1910 Wells Fargo Office/Southern Pacific Warehouse (#93) was moved to 563 S.W. Madison
Avenue from Ninth and Washington in 1917. This image dates to 1925 (Courtesy Oregon Digital #df70cg64c).

Figure 30. Undated (possibly early 1940s) post card view of U.S. Post Office (built 1931) at 311 S.W. Second
Street (Author’s collection).
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Figure 31. 1944 post card view of U.S. Post Office (built 1931) at 311 S.W. Second Street (Author’s collection).

Figure 32. Undated post card view of Hotel Benton, built 1924 at 408 S.W. Monroe Avenue (#84)
(Author’s collection).
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Figure 33. 1956 view looking east on. Madison Avenue from near 4th Street toward Welscher Building (#88, right)
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df7345579).

Figure 34. 1957 view of J.C. Penney building at 425 S.W. Madison Avenue (#86)
(Courtesy Oregon Digital #df732p89b)
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Figure 35. Lipman’s Department Store (built 1958, #77) at 215 S.W. Fourth Street, pictured in
Corvallis Gazette-Times, May 14, 1959.
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1) Van Buren Street Bridge: Contributing

2) N.W. 1st Street between Van Buren and Jefferson Avenues: Non-contributing
1

2) Boat landing historical marker located in the park.

2) Water system remnant east of Howland Plaza, view looking east.
2

3) 250 N.W. 1st Street: Contributing

4a) 230 N.W. 1st Street: Non-contributing
3

4b) 220 N.W. 1st Street (220-230 N.W. 1st Street): Contributing

4c) 101 N.W. Jackson Avenue: Contributing
4

5) 118 N.W. Jackson Avenue: Non-contributing (out of period)

6) 151 N.W. Monroe Avenue: Non-contributing
5

7) 126-134 S.W. 1st Street: Contributing

8) 100-116 Madison Avenue: Contributing
6

9) 240 S.W. 1st Street: Contributing

10) 361 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
7

11) 337-341 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

12) 311 S.W. 2nd: Contributing, Local Landmarks
8

12) 311 S.W. 2nd: Contributing, Local Landmarks

13) 233 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing
9

14) 223-231 (215-231) S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

15) 215-223 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmarks
10

16) 201-211 S.W. 2nd Street: National Register, Local Landmarks

17) 143 S.W. 2nd Street: National Register, Local Landmarks
11

18) 137 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

19) 133-135 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
12

20) 123-129 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

21) 115-121 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmarks
13

22) 103-107 S.W. 2nd Street: National Register listed, Local Landmarks

23) 111 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmarks

14

24) 115-121 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

25a) 127 NW 2nd Street: Non-contributing
15

25b) 129 N.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

26) 133-135 NW 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmarks
16

27) 160 N.W. Jackson Avenue: Non-contributing

28) 207 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
17

29) 217-221 N.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

30) 223 N.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing
18

31) 225-235 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

32) 305 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
19

33) 244 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

34) 200 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
20

35) 144 N.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

36) 128 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
21

37) 120 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

38) 108 N.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
22

39) 106 N.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

40) 207-215 N.W. Monroe Avenue: Non-contributing
23

41) 100 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

42) 104 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
24

43) 136-140 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmarks

44) 138-142 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
25

45) 219-235 S.W. Madison: National Register, Local Landmarks

46) 204 S.W. Madison Avenue: Non-contributing

26

47) 208 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

48) 214 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
27

49) 300-310 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

50) 316 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing
28

51) 320 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

52) 324 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

29

53) 328 S.W. 2nd Street: Non-contributing

54) 334-336 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

30

55) 340 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmark

56a) 400 (and 412) SW 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmark
31

56b) 400 (and 412) S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

57) 442 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing

32

58) 500 S.W. 2nd Street: Contributing, Local Landmark

59) 248-252 S.W. Jefferson Avenue: Contributing
33

60) 303 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing (out of period)

61) 275 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing (out of period)
34

62) 260 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing

63) 251-257 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing, Local Landmark
35

64) 137-139 SW 3rd Street: Contributing

65) 121 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing
36

66) 119 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing

67) 113 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing
37

68a) 100-114 S.W. 3rd Street: Contributing

68b) 108 S.W. 3rd Street and 308-314 S.W.
Monroe Avenue: Contributing
38

68c) 114 S.W. 3rd Street (100-114 S.W. 3rd Street): Contributing

69) 120-124 S.W. 3rd Street: Contributing

39

70) 128-136 S.W. 3rd Street: Contributing

71) 301-311 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing, Local Landmark
40

72) 300-312 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing

73) 220-230 S.W. 3rd Street: Contributing
41

74a) 234 S.W. 3rd Street: Contributing

74b) 311 S.W. Jefferson Avenue: Contributing
42

75) 250 S.W. 3rd Street: Non-contributing

76) 302 SW 3rd Street: Contributing
43

77) 215 S.W. 4th Street: Contributing

78) 351-353 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing

44

79) 361 S.W. Madison Avenue: National Register, Local Landmark

80) 127 S.W. 4th Street: Non-contributing

45

81) 117-121 S.W. 4th Street: Contributing

82) 111 S.W. 4th Street: Non-contributing
46

83) 120-190 N.W. 4th Street: National Register, Local Landmark

84) 408 S.W. Monroe Avenue: National Register, Local Landmark
47

85) 126 S.W. 4th Street: Non-contributing

86) 425 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing

48

87) 200 S.W. 4th Street: Non-contributing

88) 458-468 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing

49

89) 451 S.W. Madison: Contributing

90) 453-459 Madison Avenue: Non-contributing
50

91) 456 S.W. Monroe Avenue: Non-contributing

92) 501 S.W. Madison: Contributing, Local Landmark
51

93) 563 S.W. Madison Avenue: Contributing, Local Landmark

94) Site 19/2829-2: Contributing (From Cowan et al. 2020)
52

Streetscape: 2nd and Monroe, view south.

Streetscape: 4th and Madison, view north.
53

Streetscape: 4th and Madison, view south.

Streetscape: 4th and Monroe, view north

54

Streetscape: Madison and 2nd, view east.

Streetscape: Madison and 2nd, view west.
55

Streetscape: Madison and 4th, view east.

Streetscape: Madison and 4th, view west.
56

Streetscape: Van Buren and 2nd, view east.

Streetscape: 2nd and Monroe, view north.
57
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SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Individual Properties
Agency/Project: Oregon Department of Transportation/OR 34 Van Buren Bridge (Br02728) Project

SHPO Case 19-0502

Key No. 20688

Federal Aid No. S210(022)

Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, Co: Corvallis, Benton Co. site is in Linn Co.

USGS Quad Name: Riverside

Township: 12S

This property is part of a
District
Name of District or Grouping/Ensemble:

Range: 5W

Section: 1

Grouping/Ensemble (see instructions)

Number and Type of Associated Resources in Grouping/Ensemble:
Current Use: Alan B. Berg Natural Area–RECR/CULTURE: Gen.

Construction Date: Flomatcher Building – ca. 1962

Flomatcher Bldg.– City government storage & offices (not public)

Alan B. Berg Nat. Area - Natural Area – ca. 1991

Architectural Classification / Resource Type:

Alterations & Dates: Flomatcher – ca. 1962 built

Flomatcher Bldg.
Utilitarian – Industrial Storage
Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Site – Conservation Area/Outdoor Recreation

1966 expanded, 1975 expanded
1983 successor firm moved to Denver, CO
2017 successor firm bought by firm in Dallas, TX

Natural Area – ca. 1991 transferred to Corvallis
Exterior Surface Materials:

Window Type & Material: Aluminum sliding

Primary: Corrugated

Roof Type & Material: Gable & Shed form, metal roofing
Condition:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Sheet metal siding

Secondary: N/A Decorative: N/A

Integrity:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Figure 1. Flomatcher Building, built in 1964 (UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, County: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) plans to design and construct a new vehicular Van Buren bridge
to carry two lanes of eastbound traffic on OR34/the Corvallis-Lebanon Highway 210 from the city of Corvallis,
Benton County across the Willamette River to Linn County. The new bridge will be designed for seismic resiliency
and the existing Van Buren Bridge will likely be decommissioned.
DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE
The Flomatcher Building is a former manufacturing assembly facility located within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area, a
73.37-acre recreational and agricultural property belonging to the City of Corvallis. The Flomatcher Building is sited
in the northwest corner of the property, near the junction of OR34 to the north (the east-west section of OR34, also
known as the Corvallis-Lebanon Highway), and the OR34 Bypass to the west (the north-south section of OR34, also
known as the Corvallis – Newport Highway/US20). The site is within Linn County boundaries though the property
belongs to the City of Corvallis in Benton County (Figure 2).
Boundary
The boundary of the Flomatcher Building encompasses the building footprint as well as the driving, material storage,
and parking areas surrounding the building, a mixture of pavement and some low vegetation (Figure 3).
HISTORY OF RESOURCE
The Flomatcher Company began with an innovative sewage pumping control designed by Burke Hayes and Ralph
Roderick of the prominent Corvallis engineering firm Cornell, Howland, Hayes, and Merryfield (CH2M, for a time
CH2M Hill). CH2M was founded by an Oregon State University (then named Oregon State College) professor of
engineering in partnership with former students.1 The Flomatcher device came about as a result of work on a pumping
station in Eugene, Oregon in 1953.2 The engineers wanted to improve sewage pumping technology to reduce the cost
of constructing pumping stations and to reduce odors during their operation. The device is a variable speed pump
control containing a liquid rheostat used to control the motors of water supply and sewage treatment systems. It
enables the motors to “match” the pumping rate or flow so that supply and pressure are constant, thereby avoiding
surges at high-demand times and making the flow less reliant on gravity.3 As the company refined the Flomatcher
control through successive models, the City of Corvallis permitted CH2M to install prototypes in municipal systems
for testing.4
In order to produce and market this and other devices patented by their engineers, CH2M organized a subsidiary firm
called the General Services Company. The Flomatcher device was patented in 1950 and Flomatcher, a division of
General Services, began production of the device in 1957. Manufacturing for the Flomatcher was located in a building
Chris Petersen, “CH2M Hill,” The Oregon Encyclopedia, 2019 (Portland, OR: Portland State University and The Oregon
Historical Society), https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/ch2m-hill.
2
“The Early Expansion, 1950-1959,” CH2MHILL Alumni History, accessed March 2020, http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
3
Brayton Weider, “Newest City Industry, Flomatcher, Displayed at Open House Sunday,” Gazette-Times (Corvallis, OR),
November 28, 1960, p. 2. https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.; “Flomatcher to Move Plant to Location East of City,”
Gazette-Times, June 11, 1962, p. 5, https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
4
“Flomatcher – A Variable Speed Pumping System,” CH2MHILL Alumni History, accessed March 2020,
http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
1
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OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, County: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

located in Fairplay, a few miles north of Corvallis along US20.5 In 1962, Flomatcher announced its plan to relocate its
manufacturing to a much larger new building under construction on OR34 at the east end of the Van Buren Bridge
(Figure 4). Headquarters for CH2M were located in downtown Corvallis in the Ash Building.6 A headquarters
building for the General Services Company was built in 1965 at the Corvallis Airport Industrial Park, a few miles
south of Corvallis along OR99W. That same year, Flomatcher, Hyrise, and T.R. Industries—all manufacturers of
sewage and water controls used in municipal, building, and industrial pump applications—became divisions within a
newly formed Flomatcher Company, Inc.7
A year later, in 1966, the first expansion of the Flomatcher Building was announced (Figure 5).8 Before the
expansion, the manufacturing area had 4,500 square feet of space. Afterward, the facility had 6,400 square feet of
assembly space and 1,600 square feet of office space. Much more space was needed because of consistently
increasing sales of the Flomatcher technology. Use of the device surged due to expanding environmental regulations
designed to curtail pollution. 9 By the mid-1960s, Flomatcher sold remote-controlled units to pumping stations in all
50 states. At that time, the Flomatcher company went through a series of sales to other companies. By 1975,
Flomatcher was a part of the Jackson-Rand Corporation and completed a 5,000 square foot expansion of the
Flomatcher Building.10 In 1983, CH2M moved its headquarters from Corvallis to Denver, Colorado.11 By 2013,
Flomatcher was a division of Marathon Electronics and Avtek Electric.12 In 2017, CH2M was purchased by Jacobs
Engineering Group, a Dallas, Texas firm.13 Linn County Assessor records put the Flomatcher Building property tax
account inactive from that year. 14 The Flomatcher building is now owned by the City of Corvallis, Utility,
Transportation, and Development Administrative Services. During 2018, the Flomatcher Building was considered and
rejected as a site for the city of Corvallis’s homeless men’s winter shelter.15
The Flomatcher Building is the result of periodic expansion from 1962 to at least 1975, with major additions in 1966
and 1975. The utilitarian structure has an irregular floorplan and roofline due to accretions over time (Figure 6). The
north end of the 1½ story building has two main gable-end elevations, one on the northwest side of the complex and
one on the southeast, which is recessed. The northwest façade has what appears to be a later covered entryway, posts,
and railing, and a non-original window placed off center in the gable, most likely from the 1975 expansion (Figure 7).
The southeast façade still has a “Flomatcher” sign on the exterior. Both gable and shed roofs are present, covered in
corrugated metal, and the walls are sheathed in corrugated metal and plywood sheet siding (Figures 8-9).16 Compared
Weider, “Newest City Industry.”
“Flomatcher to Move Plant,” Gazette-Times. The announcement was made in 1962 and by 1963 an aerial photo shows a
building flanked by a substantial number of parked vehicles. The next archival source is a 1966 Gazette-Times article describing
the plant’s expansion. The Linn County Assessor records give a 1964 date for the Flomatcher Building.
7
“The Maturing Years, 1960-1969,” CH2MHILL Alumni History, accessed November 2019, http://ch2mhillalumni.org/flomatch;
“Flomatcher, Hyrise Companies Purchased by New Organization,” Gazette-Times, November 29, 1965, p. 8,
https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
8
“Flomatcher Expands Assembly Plant, Office Building,” Gazette-Times, September12, 1966, p. 5, https://img.newspapers.com.
9
“Flomatcher to Move Plant,” and “Flomatcher Expands Assembly Plant,” Gazette-Times.
10
“Flomatcher is Expanding,” Gazette-Times, March 31, 1975, p.13. https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
11
Petersen, “CH2M Hill.”
12
“Flomatcher/Marathon: The Standard in Variable Speed Control,” 2013, http://flomatcher.com.
13
Chris Petersen, “CH2M Hill.”
14
Account detail, Assessment and Taxation, Linn County, Oregon, accessed November 2019,
http://www.co.linn.or.us/assessorshomep/assessor.htm.
15
James Day, “How We Got Here: A look at A Season of Turmoil,” Corvallis Gazette-Times, January 2, 2019,
https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/homeless; Alex Paul, “Linn Commissioners: No to Benton County Shelter Idea,” Albany
Democrat–Herald, June 20, 2018, https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/local/linn-commissioners-no-to-benton-county-shelteridea.
16
Gordon and Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project, 16.
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to the 1966 expansion rendering, the fenestration is less of a ribbon configuration across the middle of the walls and
instead has discrete vertical and horizontal rectangles with aluminum sashes. The industrial building type and ongoing
repurposing over the years has given the Flomatcher Building the effect of a series of connected sheds rather than of a
cohesive building mass (Figures 10-11). The interior of the 18,000 square foot building has been described as a series
of rooms and corridors “snaking” throughout the space; a few of the offices are supplemental City offices, but much
of the interior space, and exterior areas, are given over to City of Corvallis storage (Figures 12-15). 17
The landscape surrounding the Flomatcher Building is part of the Alan B. Berg Natural Area of the City of Corvallis.
The area is bounded by OR34 to the north and the OR34 Bypass to the west (Figures 16-17). It extends to the
Willamette River at the south, and Fisher Island Pond and other waterways to the East. The property that became the
Alan B. Berg Natural Area was turned over to the City of Corvallis after the OR34 bypass was finished in 1991.18 The
Natural Area was named after Alan B. Berg (1916-1989), a Professor of Forestry at Oregon State University who
served as Mayor and City Council member for the city of Corvallis.19 The 73.37 acre site is described by the Corvallis
Parks and Recreation Department as “undeveloped parkland” with some used for crop production. Although it is open
to the public there are no parking or recreational facilities (Figure 18). West of the Alan B. Berg Natural Area across
the OR34 Bypass is the Orleans Natural Area. This is another Corvallis recreational area described as “undeveloped,
natural area and agricultural land.” The entire area is prone to flooding.20 The Alan B. Berg Natural Area was
organized in 1991, making it 29 years old and out-of-period since it is less than 45 years old, meaning it does not meet
the age threshold to be evaluated as potentially eligible for listing on the National Register.
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
When evaluated according to the seven aspects of integrity, it is found that for the aspect of location, the Flomatcher
Building retains excellent integrity since it remains on the site to which Flomatcher relocated its manufacturing in the
early 1960; for the aspects of design, materials, and workmanship, integrity is most likely fair for the 1975 expansion,
but poor for the earlier years; for the aspect of setting, the integrity is excellent, since the Flomatcher Building is
surrounded by a landscape very much as the time it was built. The OR34 bypass is a newer element, but the highway
is flanked by City of Corvallis Natural Areas ensuring that the Flomatcher Building is still surrounded by open land,
trees, and vegetation; the aspect of feeling could be described as fair, since the building retains an industrial
appearance and a Flomatcher sign; nevertheless, it does not convey the sense of a manufacturing facility because of
the absence of workers, operating machinery, or any other elements of a functioning factory; for the aspect of
association, integrity is poor. As described earlier under the aspect of feeling, there is no sense of industrial activity at
this site. In fact, the building mostly gives the appearance of a storage facility since it is quiet, somewhat worn in
appearance, and surrounded by stacked wood stored outside and other miscellaneous items. These do not convey a
sense of the nature or history of the Flomatcher device or this building’s role in its production.
Criterion A—Event(s) and broad patterns of history: The National Register Areas of Significance under which the
Flomatcher Building may be evaluated could include Industry and Engineering. Under Industry, the building would
be significant for the role the Flomatcher device played in the historical development of CH2M. Two founding
members of the firm were responsible for the innovative design, which was marketed by the firm for a three-year
Mark Ylen, “Gallery: Corvallis Officials Tour Flomatcher Site,” Corvallis Gazette–Times, May 25, 2018.
https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/local/gallery-corvallis-officials-tour-flomatcher-site.
18
“Alan B. Berg Natural Area,” Parks and Recreation, City of Corvallis, https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/parksrec.
19
Gordon and Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project, 16; Oregon State University Special Collections and Archives Research
Center, “Berg, Helen M. and Alan B. Papers, 1914-2007,” 2008, http://scarc.library.oregonstate.edu/findingaids.
20
“Alan B. Berg Natural Area,” and “Orleans Natural Area,” Parks and Recreation, City of Corvallis,
https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/parksrec.
17
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period, from ca. 1962 to 1965. Under Engineering, the building is significant for the development and manufacture of
pumping control devices. Although Flomatcher enjoyed considerable expansion and success in selling their device to
municipalities nationwide, it was arguably under the management of CH2M that Flomatcher made the most
significant technological innovations. The most important period of significance in these two areas are ca. 1962 to
1965. However, although the core 1962 volume still exists, the building is the result of periodic expansions and has
been continually altered to the degree that it is difficult to decipher the ca. 1962 to 1965 period. Changes to the
building after this period of significance have been impactful to a degree that they compromise the site’s ability to
clearly illustrate its period of significance, and the site therefore appears to be “Not Eligible” under this Criterion.
Criterion B—Important persons: Although the Flomatcher Building was established to assemble a device patented
by the prominent Corvallis engineering firm CH2M, research to date has not identified a particular individual
significant to its development who was associated with this building. Although Burke and Hayes are identified as the
engineers responsible for the Flomatcher invention, their work was not done at the Flomatcher Building, which was a
manufacturing facility. CH2M is strongly identified with Oregon State University, and its company headquarters were
located in downtown Corvallis in the Ash Building.
Criterion C—Design, construction, and work of a master: The Flomatcher Building is a utilitarian structure with
an irregular floorplan and roofline due to accretions over time. It utilizes commonplace materials such as corrugated
metal roofing and plywood sheet siding. These industrial features and ongoing repurposing over the years have given
the Flomatcher Building the effect of a series of connected sheds rather than of a cohesive building mass. There is no
evidence that it was designed by a master builder or architect.
Criterion D—Information potential: The Flomatcher Building does not contain information that will contribute to a
better understanding of the region’s history.
The Flomatcher Building does not meet any of the Criteria to be eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Surveyor/Agency: H. Butler and C. Ruiz, UO MNCH/OSMA Date Recorded: February 19, 2020
Rev. 08/03

106 DOE Individual Properties Pg. 5

OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, County: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

SOURCES
CH2MHILL Alumni. “The Early Expansionism, 1950-1959.” Accessed November 2019. http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
———. “Flomatcher – A Variable Speed Pumping System.” Accessed March 2020. http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
———. “The General Services Company [aka “Corporation”].” Accessed November 2019.
http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
———. “The Maturing Years, 1960-1969.” Accessed November 2019. http://ch2mhillalumni.org.
Corvallis, City of (OR). “Alan B. Berg Natural Area,” and “Orleans Natural Area.” Parks and Recreation, City of
Corvallis, OR. Accessed September 2019, https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/parksrec.
Day, James. “How we got here: A look at a season of turmoil.” Corvallis Gazette-Times (Corvallis, OR), January 2,
2019. https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/homeless.
Flomatcher. “Flomatcher/Marathon: The Standard in Variable Speed Control.” 2013. http://flomatcher.com.
Gazette-Times (Corvallis, OR). “Flomatcher Expands Assembly Plant, Office Building.” September12, 1966, p.5.
https://img.newspapers.com.
———. “Flomatcher, Hyrise Companies Purchased by New Organization,. Gazette-Times, November 29, 1965, p. 8.
https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
———. “Flomatcher is Expanding.” March 31, 1975, p.13. https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
———. “Flomatcher to Move Plant to Location East of City.” June 11, 1962, p.5.
https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
———. “Newest City Industry, Flomatcher, Displayed at Open House Sunday.” November 28, 1960, p.2.
https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.
Gordon, Samantha and Judith A. Chapman. Van Buren Bridge Project: Historic Resource Baseline Report, Report
No. 4197. Portland, OR: Archaeological Investigations Northwest and OBEC Consulting Engineers, 2019.
Linn, County of (OR). “Account Detail,” Albany, OR: Assessment and Taxation. Accessed November 2019.
http://www.co.linn.or.us/assessorsHomeP/Search.htm.
Oregon State University (OSU) Special Collections and Archives Research Center. “Helen M. and Alan B. Berg
Papers, 1914-2007.” 2008. Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University.
http://scarc.library.oregonstate.edu/findingaids.
Paul, Alex. “Linn commissioners: No to Benton County Shelter Idea.” Albany Democrat–Herald (Albany, OR), June
20, 2018. https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/local/linn-commissioners-no-to-benton-county-shelter-idea.
Petersen, Chris. “CH2M Hill.” The Oregon Encyclopedia. Portland, OR: Portland State University and The Oregon
Historical Society, 2019. https://oregonencyclopedia.org.
Surveyor/Agency: H. Butler and C. Ruiz, UO MNCH/OSMA Date Recorded: February 19, 2020
Rev. 08/03

106 DOE Individual Properties Pg. 6

OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, County: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

Ylen, Mark. “Gallery: Corvallis Officials Tour Flomatcher Site.” Corvallis Gazette–Times (Corvallis, OR), May 25,
2018. https://www.gazettetimes.com/news/local/gallery-corvallis-officials-tour-flomatcher-site.
Weider, Brayton. “Newest City Industry, Flomatcher, Displayed at Open House Sunday.” Gazette-Times (Corvallis,
OR), November 28, 1960, p. 2. https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com.

Surveyor/Agency: H. Butler and C. Ruiz, UO MNCH/OSMA Date Recorded: February 19, 2020
Rev. 08/03

106 DOE Individual Properties Pg. 7

OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM
Continuation Sheet
Property Name: Flomatcher Building, within the Alan B. Berg Natural Area
Street Address: 33900 Roche Lane, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, County: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

Figure 2. Location of Flomatcher Building in Corvallis.

Figure 3. Boundary of Flomatcher Building, red polygon.
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Figure 4. Aerial photos of the Flomatcher Building from: (Left) 1963 (Middle) 1970 (Right) 1986.

Figure 5. Rendering of the Flomatcher Building expansion plans of 1966
(Gazette-Times, Corvallis, OR, Sept. 12, 1966, p. 5).
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Figure 6. Plan of the Flomatcher Building as of 2009
(Linn Co. Assessor 2019).
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Figure 7. North elevation of northwest side, entryway cover and railing addition, looking southwest
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 8. Flomatcher sign on the north elevation of the southeast side, looking southwest
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 9. North elevation of southeast side, looking southwest
(Ylen 2018).
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Figure 10. Irregular roof line and loading docks, south side of complex
(Ylen 2018).

Figure 11. North elevation, northwest side
(Ylen 2018).
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Figure 12. Interior office space and corridors
(Ylen 2018).

Figure 13. Office used for storage
(Ylen 2018).

Figure 14. Former manufacturing area used for storage
(Ylen 2018).
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Figure 15. North elevation of (Left) southeast side, and (Right) northwest side, with outdoor storage
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 16. Flomatcher Building driveway, extending south from OR34
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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Figure 17. OR34 is visible from the Flomatcher Building: (Left) looking southwest (Right) looking northwest
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 18. The Alan B. Berg Natural Area is open landscape, without recreational facilities:
(Left) Flomatcher driveway and Natural Area, looking southeast; (Right) Distance view, looking southeast
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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SHPO Case 19-0502

Key No. 20688

Federal Aid No. S210(022)

Property Name: John Beach Barn
Street Address: 28255 Hwy 34, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, Co.: Corvallis, Benton Co. site is in Linn Co.

USGS Quad Name: Corvallis

Township: 11S

This property is part of a:
District
Name of District or Grouping/Ensemble:

Range: 5W

Section: 35

Grouping/Ensemble (see instructions)

Number and Type of Associated Resources in Grouping/Ensemble:
Current Use: Oregon State University (OSU) Athletic (Crew) Training

Construction Date: c. 1937

Architectural Classification / Resource Type: Agricultural–Outbuilding

Alterations & Dates: c. 1950, when OSU acquired

Window Type & Material: Wooden, 6-light & fixed pane

dormers, wooden

the building, is probably when most alterations
were made, especially to the interior
Exterior Surface Materials:
Primary: Wooden Siding – Horizontal v-notch board
Secondary: Board-formed concrete (foundation and lower entry)
Decorative:

Roof Type & Material: Gambrel form w/Shawver truss

Composition shingles
Condition:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Integrity:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Figure 1. The John Beach Barn, built c. 1937 (UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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National Register listed
As part of District?
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Not 50 Years
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Potentially Eligible Individually
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Date ______________________________
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Description of Property (including exterior alterations & approximate dates), Significance Statement, and Sources.
(Use continuation sheets if necessary):

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) plans to design and construct a new vehicular Van Buren bridge
to carry two lanes of eastbound traffic on OR34/the Corvallis-Lebanon Highway 210 from the city of Corvallis,
Benton County across the Willamette River to Linn County. The new bridge will be designed for seismic resiliency
and the existing Van Buren Bridge will likely be decommissioned.
Area of Potential Effect
The project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE) is approximately 0.47 miles long and extends from the intersection of
NW Van Buren Avenue and NW 3rd Street in downtown Corvallis, Oregon (Benton County) to a point east of the
intersection of NW Van Buren Avenue and the OR 34 bypass in Linn County. It extends north from NW Van Buren
Avenue to the north side of NW Harrison Boulevard and includes roads and alleyways south of NW Van Buren
Avenue between NW 1st Street and NW 2nd Street in downtown Corvallis1.
DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE
The John Beach Barn is a former agricultural building on the east bank of the Willamette River though the site lies
within Linn County. The barn is now used by the athletic department at Oregon State University (OSU) (Figures 1
and 2).
The John Beach Barn is a rectangular building with three levels built into a low slope, allowing ground entry from
two levels, referred to as a bank barn. It is oriented on a north-south axis with the first level accessible at grade from
the east façade and the second level accessible at grade from the north and south. The foundation is board formed
concrete, most evident along the first level to the east, and gradually becoming less visible as the hillside slopes up to
the second level (Figure 6). The barn features a Dutch gambrel roof supported by a Shawver truss and covered in
asphalt shingles with four small shed dormers on the east and west elevations. At the north end of the barn, there is a
boxed hay hood with a small gable roof that is similar in pitch to the apex of the Dutch gambrel barn roof. The barn is
clad in horizontal v-notch wood siding with cornerboards. The north and south ends feature sliding barn doors that
provide gable-end access to the second level of the barn (Figure 7). The east elevation has three equally-spaced
openings with double doors that provide access to the first level of the barn. Original fenestration is minimal and
regular – there are six small vertically-oriented rectangular fixed or casement wood six-light or single pane
replacement windows on each of the east and west elevations along the second level. Along the east elevation at the
north portion of the building there is a replacement window in what may have previously been a utilitarian wood door
opening as evidenced by remaining hinges along the left side of the opening. In the four shed dormers, there are
horizontally-oriented six-light fixed windows in all dormers except the northwest which has a single-pane
replacement window in the original opening (Figure 9).
The site features a gently-sloped berm leading to the south entrance at the second level that rolls away to the east
giving way to a gravel parking area (Figure 7). To the west and north, the hillside is flat and generally in line with the
1

Samantha Gordon and Judith A. Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project: Historic Resource Baseline Report, Report No. 4197
(Portland, OR: Archaeological Investigations Northwest and OBEC Consulting Engineers, 2019), 3.
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second level, with a small sloped concrete ramp providing access to the north entrance. The barn is situated
approximately 75 feet east of the Willamette River that runs parallel to the barn. There is dense tree coverage along
the south and east sides of the barn. The John Beach Barn was once part of a farmstead that included a Craftsman
house and various outbuildings, however, the barn is the only building remaining. The site now has three buildings
that relate to the Oregon State University rowing crew and were built in the last 35 years (starting in 1986).
Alterations to the John Beach Barn include a modified opening on the north elevation with a metal door providing
entry to the third floor. This door is accessed from the exterior of the barn via a metal staircase structure that extends
west from the the third floor door to the second level, at the top of the hillside slope (Figure 10). Two small boxed
lights have been added along the top of the east elevation to provide lighting for the parking area. Along the top of the
west elevation, there are four loud speakers pointed towards the river. Currently, the apex of the roof is covered with
black tarps and there is extensive bio-growth visible in multiple locations of the roof. Along the west elevation there
have been small fitness bars installed on separate foundations with small horizontal metal anchor bars attached to the
barn.
Boundary
The boundary of the John Beach Barn is the building footprint extending a few meters around all sides to incorporate
the hillside upon which the barn is constructed and the berm leading to the south entrance. (Figure 3).
HISTORY OF RESOURCE
John Harpole Beach was born on December 6, 1873 in Decatur, Illinois. Due to inaccessibility to Linn County deed
records at the time of this writing, it is unclear exactly when the Beach family members arrived in Corvallis and when
the subject property was purchased. The “Corvallis Magazine” spring 1963 issue describes Charles Beach, John’s
older brother, arriving at the Beach farm in 1883 with John following the next year in 1884.2 An Albany Democrat
article from August 27, 1886 references John’s parents, Hiram and Elizabeth Beach, who witnessed a shooting “…on
the Hannon farm, about two miles this side of Corvallis, in Linn County…”3 This could indicate that the Beach family
was already residing in the area of the subject property in 1886. Census records from 1880 indicate the Beach family,
occupied as farmers, residing in Illinois. Therefore, presumably the entirety of the Beach family arrived in Oregon
sometime between 1880 and 1886. Hiram Beach died in 1890, when John was 17 years old.
In February 1903, it was reported in the Corvallis Gazette-Times that John Beach purchased the Fred Butler Farm of
125 acres. It is unclear exactly where the Fred Butler Farm was located, but an article in the Weekly Gazette-Times
from August of 1902 references the “… Fred Butler place across the Willamette…”4 Due to other news articles at the
time referencing the Beach farm in the vicinity of its current location, it is assumed that the purchase of the Butler
Farm was an expansion of the property already owned by the Beach family. John Beach applied his range of farming
skills and maintained a successful, and by all appearances, profitable farm. He raised cattle, bred award-winning work
horses, and grew a wide array of produce from fruit orchards and vegetable fields as well as alfalfa hay.
The farm property, situated along the east riverbank of the Willamette, was very prone to flooding. There are
numerous mentions of a barn on the property as the structure related to floods and to a lesser degree, fire. In January

“Corvallis Magazine,” spring 1963, page 6.
Albany Democrat 8/27/1886, page 3.
4
The Weekly Gazette-Times 8/27/1902, page 3.
2
3
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1903, there was a large flood reported that references a barn with horses and cattle in the fields.5 Then, in December
1909, it is reported that a portion of the barn burned, but that the animals inside were rescued and the barn was
salvaged.6 On June 1, 1910, the Corvallis Gazette-Times reported that “John Beach is having a fine large barn built on
his place just across the river. It is built of the great heavy timbers and above high water mark.” 7 In a somewhat
puzzling turn of events, in July of 1911, the Corvallis Gazette-Times reported that “John Beach has begun the erection
of a new barn on the site of the one recently burned, just across the river. The contract has been let to W.S. Gibbon.”8
There were no reports found of the 1910 barn burning, and it is unclear exactly how many barns were built or burned
on the Beach farm between 1909 and 1911. By the early 1920s, the barn that was built in either 1910 or 1911 is
shown in a circa 1923 photo of the property (Figure 4). It is a gable-roofed bank barn that is situated on an east-west
axis with a prominent cupola, and while similar in location and siting, is markedly different from the barn that
remains today – a bank barn with a Dutch gambrel roof situated on a north-south axis. On July 15, 1937, the barn built
in 1910 or 1911 burned, completely leveling the barn in a “spectacular night fire” that attracted an estimated 3000
spectators from Corvallis.9 The blaze consumed 30 tons of hay, destroyed equipment, and killed two animals that
could not be led out in time. Local firefighter response pumped water from the Willamette to control the blaze, and
the Beach residence and farm-related outbuildings were spared from the fire, though John sustained burn injuries from
falling hay as he was leading animals from the barn to safety. The Corvallis Gazette-Times said of the barn, “[T]he
barn which was destroyed last night was 25 years old and was built on the spot where a similar building was burned
25 years ago. Everything was lost at that time also. The building was one of the largest of its type in the surrounding
countryside.”10 While no reports detailing the reconstruction of a barn on the Beach property were located, it is
assumed that the extant barn was rebuilt after the devastating 1937 blaze. This account possibly affirms that there was
likely a barn built in 1910 that was completely burned in 1911 wherein everything was lost -- versus the 1909 fire
which only led to partial damage -- and then a second one built soon thereafter (c.1912) which then burned in 1937,
twenty five years later.
The only other located references to the construction of structures on the property associated with John Beach relates
to the Beach residence. In 1913, John Beach hired the Leeder Brothers to move a dwelling to the east to allow for
construction of a larger structure on the site, which was completed in 1914, was described as a “modern new
residence,” and is presumed to be the residence represented in the circa 1923 photograph of the property (Figure 4).11
John married Lola O’Neil in May 1914.12 However, this marriage ended abruptly in February 1915 when Lola filed
for divorce “… on the grounds of cruel and inhuman treatment.” John additionally filed a cross-complaint where he
alleged “… indiscretions against his wife.”13 By April 1915, a divorce decree was rendered in favor of John Beach.14
In November 1915, John married Mrs. Nellie Joyce Huber.15 After their marriage, John and Nellie settled into John’s
recently constructed Craftsman house on the Beach farm just east of the Van Buren Bridge. John played a role in
many local efforts to include the paving of local streets and supplying the town with a dump site for trash and animals
on his property.
5

Corvallis Gazette-Times, January 1903.
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 12/24/1909.
7
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 6/1/1910.
8
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 7/7/1911.
9
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 7/16/1937, page 1.
10
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 7/16/1937, page 5.
11
Corvallis Gazette-Times 5/19/1914.
12
The Weekly Gazette-Times 5/29/1914, page 3.
13
The Weekly Gazette-Times 2/26/1915, page 5.
14
The Lebanon Express, 4/9/1915, page 1.
15
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 9/9/1915, page 3.
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John Beach died on May 10, 1946 and Nellie Beach died on October 20, 1956. It is known that Nellie was the
executrix of John’s will upon his passing, but it is unclear exactly how and when she sold the farm property, or if
other family heirs were involved, although John and Nellie did not have any children of their own. In 1950, OSU
acquired some, or perhaps all, of the Beach property to be utilized by various educational disciplines.
The crew occupied the old Oregon Electric Depot, situated just southeast of the Beach residence, sometime after
passenger service was discontinued in 1931 and certainly by 1934, as was noted in a newspaper article referring to the
“[B]eaver clubhouse – the old Oregon Electric depot…”16. The OSU crew began using the barn after OSU acquired
the Beach property in 1950. Rowing at Oregon State was officially recognized in 1929, although the beginning of the
program is linked to 1926 when the California Rowing Club gifted two rowing shells to OSU. Informal at the outset,
the crew quickly gained momentum and recognition when they beat the University of Washington in a regatta in 1928
and again in 1929.17 In 1931, former Harvard rowing coach Ed Stevens took over the OSU program and helped
further establish the program as a reputable team on the West Coast. That same year, OSU became the first college in
the nation to offer rowing as a physical education class.18 In 1951, just after the move to the Beach property, Karl
Drlica became the OSU crew head coach.19 The men’s heavyweight crew gained varsity status in 1967 and won the
men’s 4-man boat Intercollegiate Rowing Association National Championship in 1975 and 1978.20 OSU men’s and
women’s varsity programs were separated into their own entities in 1993, having been under the men’s varsity
umbrella until this date, with Charlie Owen serving as the first women’s first head varsity coach.
The history of the participation of women in rowing is not well documented, and until Title IX of the Education
Amendments Act of 1972 was passed, providing that sexual discrimination could not occur in any education program
or activity (sport) receiving Federal financial assistance, women’s crew teams that did exist were informal,
underfunded, and unallowed to compete at the same distances as their male counterparts. So in 1951 when Karl Drlica
helped initiate women’s rowing at OSU, it was certainly a pioneering effort and marked OSU as one of the first
collegiate programs to support women’s rowing.21 Women’s rowing at OSU began with a women’s ballet group and a
women’s swimming group racing each other at a fundraising regatta for the men’s team from 1951-1954 until 1955
when women’s rowing intramurals began. By 1962, a women’s crew was more formally established, making OSU the
fourth college in the United States to have a women’s program behind Wellesley College, Vassar College, and Mills
College, though women’s rowing had been taught through intramurals at OSU for 11 years by that point.22 Two years
later, a women’s crew interest group was formed as part of the Women’s Recreation Association and competed in the
first Corvallis Invitational Regatta. In 1966, the OSU women’s team became a charter member of the National
Women’s Rowing Association when Karl Drlica, along with California Women’s Crew coach Art Sachs, invited
representatives from all known women’s rowing organizations to Corvallis to establish the Association. It was the
women’s crew who earned the highest finish ever at the time for an Oregon State athletic crew team – men’s or
women’s – in 1980 by finishing second overall at the inaugural collegiate competition at the National Women’s
Rowing Association Championships, and winning many championships at the event despite being pinned as the
The Evening Herald, “Crew Racing Bug Bites O.S.C.,” May 29, 1934.
Oregon State [University] Rowing, Beaver Rowing Club, Oregon State University Rowing Parent Handbook, 2018-2019 for
Oregon State Rowing (Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University, 2019), 5.
18
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 8/3/1972.
19
Ibid.
20
Oregon State [University] Rowing, Beaver Rowing Club, Oregon State University Rowing Parent Handbook, 2018-2019 for
Oregon State Rowing (Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University, 2019), 5.
21
Corvallis Gazette-Times, 3/10/2008, page 4.
22
Albany Democrat-Herald 4/27/1973.
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underdogs and having less team members than other crews.23 The crew scored an upset by winning the Elite eightoared event after the same eight women had won the Senior 8 division event just 90 minutes earlier, a win by a
margin of .19 seconds over Pioneer Valley Rowing Association, a combined crew of top rowers from five Eastern
Colleges.2425 In total, the 15-member women’s team concluded the championship considered the best pure collegiate
crew in the country and competed in 14 races over four days, winning national titles in the Senior 8 and Elite 8
competitions. The 1980 women’s crew team was inducted to the Beavers Hall of Fame in 2020 and remains one of the
most accomplished clubs in school history.26
While the rowing program had existed prior to OSU acquiring the Beach property, the only known historic building
that remains from the formative era of the OSU crew program, especially the women’s program, is the John Beach
Barn. The existing rowing main building, situated northeast of the barn, was likely built in 1986 and further upgraded
and expanded in 2011 with a new dock and ramp installed in 2016.27 The Linn County Tax Assessor lists some other
storage buildings with dates from the mid-20th century. It is unclear exactly when the Oregon Electric Depot Building
and the John Beach residence were removed, but the change is likely tied to the construction of the Harrison Blvd
Bridge that was completed in 1964. At that time, presumably the crew lost some of its built infrastructure and had to
create new space, or perhaps entirely utilize the John Beach Barn until additional facilities could be constructed. In
total, however, the only historic building remaining in the area is the barn itself, and because there are no other built
resources related to the OSU crew that are older than 45 years, the boundary for the subject property has been limited
to the vicinity of the barn.
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
According to the Oregon Historic Sites Database, the John Beach Barn was constructed c. 1932, however, as a result
of the fire that occurred in 1937 that completely destroyed the existing barn, it is more likely that the barn was
constructed c. 1937.
Because the John Beach Barn is on its original site which, while no longer a farmstead, remains mostly rural in
appearance, and retains its outward appearance and materials after being converted to athletic use, it retains integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship. Integrity of feeling is present, evident in the slope, mature
trees, and vegetation near the barn, especially on the west side along the Willamette riverbank.
Additionally, the John Beach Barn has several distinctive architectural characteristics, namely its Shawver truss and
Dutch gambrel roof,28 and its configuration as a bank barn, accessed via gable ends on the north-south axis.29 The
gable-end access is a unique feature not usually found in Linn County bank barns where broadside access is more
common.30 The interior agricultural spatial divisions such as stalls and boxes for livestock and supplies are no longer

23

Corvallis Gazette-Times, 8/7/1980, page 67.
The Capital Journal, 6/23/1980, page 27.
25
Kip Carlson, When OSU women shocked the rowing world,
https://www.osualum.com/s/359/16/interior.aspx?sid=359&gid=1001&pgid=8698 accessed May 13, 2020.
26
Corvallis Gazette-Times 2/25/2020, page B3.
27
Oregon State [University] Rowing, Beaver Rowing Club, Oregon State University Rowing Parent Handbook, 2018-2019 for
Oregon State Rowing (Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University, 2019), 3, 7.
28
Gallagher and Dasch, “John Beach Barn,” 1.
29
Gordon and Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project, 16.
30
Gallagher and Dasch, “John Beach Barn,” 1.
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extant and were most likely removed around 1950 when OSU acquired the property for its athletic program.31 The
barn continues to represent a good example of a uniquely-sited bank barn with a Shawver truss and Dutch gambrel
roof.
Criterion A—Event(s) and broad patterns of history: The John Beach Barn is eligible for listing in the NRHP
under Criterion A for its association with early agricultural activity and trade in Corvallis. It is also eligible for its
association with the Oregon State University rowing program, in particular, the establishment of women’s rowing in
Oregon and the women’s crew championship victories in 1980 that were both tied directly to the site as the home base
for these rowing efforts.
Criterion B—Important persons: While both John Beach and Karl Drlica are notable figures in their time, neither
were felt to be significant enough to warrant National Register eligibility under this criterion.
Criterion C—Design, construction, and work of a master: The John Beach Barn is eligible for listing in the NRHP
under Criterion C for embodying intact and distinctive characteristics of a bank-barn type featuring a Shawver truss
and Dutch gambrel roof with gable-end access. .
Criterion D—Information potential: The building does not contain information that will contribute to a better
understanding of the region’s history.

Oregon State [University] Rowing, Oregon State University Rowing Parent Handbook, 5; Gallagher and Dasch, “John Beach
Barn,” 2.
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Figure 2. Location of John Beach Barn in Corvallis.

Figure 3. Boundary of John Beach Barn, red polygon.
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Figure 4. View looking west at the town of Corvallis and the Van Buren bridge ca. 1923. The foreground shows
a number of historic structures on both the south and north side of Highway 34. On the south side a two-story
farmhouse is visible and on north side of road the Oregon Electric Depot and Beach property
(Courtesy of the Benton County Historical Society 1994-038.0755).
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Figure 5. (Top) John Beach Barn flooded in early twentieth century (source unknown);
(Middle) Barn with Harrison and Van Buren Bridges flooded in 1964 (OSU Gallagher ID68);
(Bottom) Barn’s west elevation during 1964 flood (OSU Gallagher det. ID28)
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Figure 6. The John Beach Barn is constructed into a low slope, a “bank barn;”
(Left) South end, looking northwest; (Right) North end, looking southwest
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 7. The John Beach Barn’s gable-end access is unusual in Linn County bank barns;
(Left) South entrance, (Right) North entrance
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Surveyor/Agency: H. Reff, ODOT & Butler & C. Ruiz, UO MNCH/OSMA
12

Date Recorded: April 2021 106 DOE Individual Properties Pg.
Rev. 08/03

OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

SECTION 106: DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTATION FORM
Property Name: John Beach Barn
Street Address: 28255 Hwy 34, Corvallis, OR 97333

City, Co.: Corvallis, Benton Co., site is in Linn Co.

Figure 8. (Left) Drawing of a Shawver truss (Gallagher 1997:Fig. 71 & OSU Rowing 2019: 7);
(Right) John Beach Barn’s Shawver truss (Gallagher and Dasch 1996: 6).

Figure 9. (Left) West elevation with loudspeakers and fitness bars attached to wall;
(Right) East elevation with double doors at basement level and a modern window near the north end
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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Figure 10. Alterations to the north end include an exterior staircase leading to a modern doorway west of
the hay hood bracket, a loudspeaker, lighting, and utilities:
(Left) North end looking east; (Right) North end looking southeast
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).

Figure 11. Detail of roof showing vegetation on shingles and protective covering,
west elevation, south dormer
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020).
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Key: 20688
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Structure Name and Number:

Van Buren Bridge (ODOT Bridge No. 02728)
Location: OR 34 over the Willamette River
Latitude: 44.56543 Longitude: -123.25653

City, Counties: Corvallis, Benton & Linn

USGS Quad Name: Corvallis, OR & Riverside, OR
Township: 11S

Range: 5W

Section: 35

Structural Information:
Super Structure: Steel Truss
Main Span: Steel Truss
Secondary Span(s): Steel & Wood
Floor/decking: Asphalt & Wood
Support Structure: Concrete piers

Truss

Slab/Beam/Girder

Date of Construction: 1913

18.5 ft.
Structure Length: 708 ft.
Structure Width: 29 ft.
Floor/decking: 25.5 ft.

Designer: Andrew J. Porter
Contractor: Coast Bridge Company

Plaque

Sidewalk-S side

Steel

Excellent

Moveable

Other

Roadway Width:

Wood

Condition:

Arch *

Dimensions:

Material:
Concrete

General Class of Main Structure: (moveable, in the past)*

Good

Fair

Poor

Alterations/moved (dates): Between 1923 and 1935 timber
cribbing to support open swing span removed, 1940 deck & E
approach replaced/realigned and concrete piers repaired, 1960 swing
mechanism disabled, 1962 W span pony truss removed, 1964 became
EB only, 1983 W span steel added, 2007 lead paint abatement, rust
removal, lateral floor bracing and hip plate repair, 2019 deck asphalt
repaved
Other Features: One lane of EB automobile traffic, S side sidewalk
Rail type: Wooden guard fence
Integrity:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Figure 1. The Van Buren Bridge (1913), view to northeast.
(Norman 2001:HABS OR-183-19).
Preliminary National Register Findings:
National Register listed

Potentially Eligible:

Individually

As part of District: Name

Corvallis Downtown Historic District

As part of Multiple Property Submission: Name __________________________________________
Not Eligible:

In current state

Irretrievable integrity loss

Lacks Distinction

Not 50 Years

State Historic Preservation Office Comments:
Concur
Do Not Concur:
Potentially Eligible Individually
Potentially Eligible As part of District
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Comments:
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Owner:
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:

Private
Local Government
State
Oregon Department of Transportation
355 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97301
(503) 986-3435

Significance:
Technological Significance:
Represents the work of a master
Possesses high artistic values
Represents a type, period or method of construction

Federal

City: Corvallis
Counties: Benton & Linn

Other

Historical Significance:

National Register Criteria:

Associated with significant persons
Associated with significant events or patterns
Contributes to historical district

Criterion A
Criterion B
Criterion C

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) plans to design and construct a new vehicular Van Buren bridge
to carry two lanes of eastbound traffic on OR34/the Corvallis-Lebanon Highway 210 from the city of Corvallis,
Benton County across the Willamette River to Linn County. The new bridge will be designed for seismic resiliency
and the existing Van Buren Bridge will likely be decommissioned (Figure 1).
Boundary
The boundary of the Van Buren Bridge for Section 106 encompasses its superstructure, deck, and substructure across
the Willamette River in Benton and Linn Counties, and extends vertically down to the Willamette River in order to
include all of the horizontal and vertical elements of the bridge. This boundary does not include the east approach
span or the west approach span (Figures 2 and 3).
DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE
The Van Buren Bridge opened on February 10th, 1913 as the first bridge across the Willamette River at Corvallis.
Originally owned by Benton County, ODOT (then called the Oregon State Highway Commission) purchased the
bridge in 1938. The Van Buren Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C:
under Criterion A for social history concerning the transportation expansion of the automobile, and for the women’s
suffrage movement; and, under Criterion C for engineering and transportation as a rare remaining example of a
vehicular moveable bridge of the pin-connected swing span design type.1
Van Buren Bridge Physical Description
The Van Buren Bridge (ODOT Bridge No. 02728, called the “Willamette [River] Bridge” in some sources) is a steel
through-truss bridge across the Willamette River carrying one lane of vehicular traffic eastbound from the city of
Corvallis, Oregon in Benton County, to Linn County on OR34/the Corvallis-Lebanon Highway 210 (Figures 4-6).
The bridge construction was completed in 1913, and that year, it opened to traffic. It is owned by the Oregon
Department of Transportation.

ODOT, “Van Buren Bridge Advertisement Content,” Memorandum, Jan. 6, 2020; B.A. Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van
Buren Street Bridge), National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (Corvallis, OR: Preservation Action Corvallis,
2005), 8; Julie Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, Cultural Property Inventory and Request for a Determination
of Eligibility (DOE) (Salem, OR: State Parks and Recreation Department and the Oregon Department of Transportation, 1992), 6.
1
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The bridge’s superstructure consists of a combination pin-connected and riveted steel Pratt through truss centerbearing swing span (the primary span), a pin-connected steel Parker through truss (the secondary span), and a riveted
steel Warren pony truss (the east span) with timber trestle approaches comprising of twelve spans. The Pratt truss
swing span is 249’ in length, the Parker truss is 171’, the Warren pony truss is 57’, and the bridge is 708’ overall
(Figures 9 and 12).2 The primary and secondary span’s lower chord is made of punched rectangular eyebars while the
verticals are made of channels with lacing and the diagonals are made of rectangular eyebars. The inclined end posts
and upper chords are made of two channels with top plates and lacing underneath. The deck of the bridge is asphalt on
timber over steel and timber stringers and is 18’-6” wide curb to curb and the truss opening is 17’ tall. The bridge has
a thrie-beam rail on the roadway and a three-part horizontal wooden rail on the wooden pedestrian walkway.3 The
bridge’s substructure consists of one concrete abutment with wing walls, four piers, and one circular concrete pivot
pier at the center of the swing span.4 The Van Buren Bridge has a wire weight river level gage that measures the
official level of the Willamette River at Corvallis. An informational kiosk on the pedestrian trail beneath the west
approach of the bridge describes the bridge’s history and the area’s high water levels and dates of major floods.5 *note
that the clear draw opening is 102 feet.
The bridge builder was Andrew J. Porter, Engineer, with the Coast Bridge Company who was contracted for the
fabrication and construction. Beebe and Stevenson was contracted for the substructure, Corvallis Lumber Company
supplied timber, and J.R. Smith & Company, Buxton & Son, and J.T. Phillips supplied hardware and other metal
components.6
The Van Buren Bridge’s history of modifications, rehabilitations, and replacements includes:
● removal of timber cribbing to support the open swing span sometime between 1923 and 1935;7
● repair of concrete piers in 1940;
● realignment and alteration of the east approach in 1940;
● rendering the swing span inoperable in 1960;
● removal of the west pony truss after damage in the 1962 Columbus Day Storm;
● replacement and reinforcement of some timber supports with steel in 1962;
● repainting to include the removal or containment of lead paint in 2007;
● removal of pack rust, rivet replacement, hip plate retrofits, and related repairs in 2007; and,
● repaving the deck asphalt in 2019.8
2

Each truss has a different configuration and the east pony truss was possibly moved here, but no sources have stated this.
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3, ODOT,
“Van Buren Bridge Advertisement Content.”
4
The pivot pier is also referred to as a “drawrest,” and the swing span as a “draw span”.
5
Thomas J. Buchanan and William P. Somers, “Stage Measurement at Gaging Stations,” in Techniques of Water-Resources
Investigations of the United States Geological Survey, (Alexandria, VA: U.S. Geological Survey, the U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1982), 21-22; Bridgehunter.com, “Van Buren Bridge” (BH298480), BH Photo 447290 Bridge Information Kiosk, BH
Photo 447303 U.S. Weather Bureau Gage Plaque, by Mike Garland, Aug. 2017, https://bridgehunter.com; Waymarking.com,
“The Van Buren Street Bridge – Corvallis, OR,” Oregon Historical Markers, 2004, https://www.waymarking.com. The spelling of
“gage” rather than “gauge” is typical for these devices.
6
Corvallis Gazette-Times. “Facts About Cost New Bridge.” June 20, 1913, p. 1. https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com. An
itemization of vendors and cost was filed with Benton County. Also, a Coast Bridge Company plan labelled “Contract No. 131,”
noted that some components were “Fabr. by N.W.S. Co.,” and “Fabr. by Mil. B. Co.[partially illegible],”(Salem, OR: Oregon
Department of Transportation, ca. 1912).
7
Photographs from 1915 and 1923 show the timber cribbing in place, while by a 1935 photograph, it is absent (Figures 4-6).
8
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 1, 3;
ODOT, “Van Buren Bridge Advertisement Content.”; “Corvallis Draw Span,” (Salem, OR: Oregon State Highway Commission,
Oregon Department of Transportation, 1940).
3
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The Van Buren Bridge is the only remaining vehicular moveable pin-connected truss bridge in the State of Oregon,
however, there are non-vehicular and non-moveable bridges in Oregon with pin-connected trusses. After 1936, no
swing span bridges were constructed in Oregon because bridge engineers had adopted advanced types of moveable
spans. The east approach alignment to the Van Buren Bridge was widened and straightened in 1940, but until the
Harrison Bridge was opened a block north in 1964 to carry westbound traffic, the Van Buren Bridge carried traffic in
both directions with one lane each.9
CONTEXT & HISTORY OF BRIDGE LOCATION
City of Corvallis Development
Among the earliest European American settlers in the area that would become Corvallis was Joseph C. Avery, who
arrived in 1845. Avery settled on a Donation Land Claim located on the west side of the Willamette at the mouth of
Marys River.10 The following year William F. Dixon settled on a land claim adjoining Avery’s to the north. In 1847
Avery established the first store and a ferry across Marys River. Avery began to parcel and sell building sites on his
property, in a development known as Little Fields, by 1849.11 He formally platted the town of Marysville in 1851.
Later that same year, William Dixon platted Dixon’s Addition, which included the present project area.12 While the
town center was to the south, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1888 to 1927 show the area adjacent to the Van
Buren Bridge containing warehouses, a cannery, shops, dwellings, and the Willamette River ferry crossing.13 The
name of the developing community was changed in 1853 from Marysville to Corvallis, which in Latin means “the
heart of the valley.”
In 1848, Isaac Moore staked out a 322-acre Donation Land Claim on the east side of the Willamette, opposite those of
Avery and Dixon. Following the lead of his neighbors, Moore surveyed the east side of the river for the community he
named Orleans.14 A ferry crossing, located in the vicinity of the current Harrison Bridge and Van Buren Bridge, was
operated by Isaac Moore.15 During the 1850s, Corvallis and Orleans were competing to be the regional trade center for
the region. Both were located at the head of navigation of the Willamette River. This strategic location made it ideal
as a supply center and staging point for miners headed to the gold fields of California.16 Main Street in Orleans was
likely the county road leading east from the ferry landing near the current location of the Van Buren Bridge (Figure
7).17 Orleans continued to prosper until the winter of 1861. In December of that year, the Willamette Valley witnessed
one of its most devastating historic “Great Flood” events. The flood of 1861 was responsible for substantial

9

Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 5-6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3;
ODOT, “Corvallis Draw Span;” Statesman Journal, “New Span to Carry Corvallis Traffic, Bids opened for Willamette Bridge,”
Nov. 20, 1963, 20, https://universityoforegon.newspapers.com; Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren Street Bridge.” Note that both
the Van Buren Bridge and the Harrison Bridge are referred to as the “Willamette Bridge” or the “Willamette River Bridge” in
many sources.
10
Bruce Martin, “History of Corvallis, 1846-1900,” (MS thesis, University of Oregon), 1938.
11
Lewis A. McArthur and Lewis L. McArthur, Oregon Geographic Names, 6th ed. (Portland, OR: Oregon Historical Society
Press, 1992), 206-207.
12
Three years later, in 1854, he platted Dixon’s Second Addition to the north of the downtown business district.
13
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Corvallis, OR: 1888, 1912, 1927.
14
Jill A. Chappel, “Cultural Resource Survey and Evaluation of The Proposed AT&T Fiber Optic Cable Route, Linn and Benton
Counties,” Report No. 128 (Salem, OR: Heritage Research Associates, Oregon State Historic Preservation Office, 1992), 54.
15
Howard McKinley Corning, Willamette Landings (Portland, OR: Oregon Historical Society Press, 2004), 161-162.
16
Mary K. Gallagher, “Placement of the site of the town of Orleans on the Linn County Register of Historic Resources,” Staff
Report: HR-1-87/88 (Albany, OR: Linn County Planning and Building Department, 1993), 4.
17
Gallagher, “Placement of the site of the town of Orleans,” 3.
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destruction from Eugene to Portland.18 While no human casualties were reported in Orleans, several houses and the
local brewery were swept away. The town of Orleans did not recover from the major damage caused by the flood. On
the west side of the river the community of Corvallis fared better.
In the late 1860s, the Oregon and California Railroad pushed south from Portland, while in the 1870s, the Willamette
Valley and Coast Railroad was built from Corvallis to Yaquina. As a result, Orleans was never re-established as the
fortunes of that community were tied to river traffic and trade.19 By the early 20th century, commercial buildings,
residences, and the John Beach farm occupied the former Orleans townsite.20 In 1913, the Oregon Electric Railway
depot was constructed on the east bank of the Willamette. Historic photos from 1916 show that the depot was near the
Beach property. Flooding was a problem, and by 1934 the building was donated to the Oregon Agricultural College
(later called Oregon State College and now named Oregon State University) as quarters for the rowing club. The
depot was torn down in the early 1960s as part of the Harrison Bridge construction.21
The first decades of the 20th century witnessed the introduction of the automobile and its replacement of wagon teams
and streetcars, as well as the decline of steamboats used to transport river freight (Figure 8). Corvallis, like many
communities across America, witnessed a rapid transformation in industrial and economic growth and changes to the
community to accommodate this emerging transportation technology. Corvallis, which in earlier decades had relied on
river transportation for connecting to other commercial markets, saw a steady decline in water vessel traffic.22 Perhaps
the most consequential change was the replacement by the Van Buren Bridge in 1913 of the ferry that had been
established in 1848. The bridge remains a major transportation link connecting Corvallis to other market centers.
The Corvallis Ferry
The Corvallis ferry crossing the Willamette River operated for 65 years, from 1848 to 1913, when the Van Buren
Bridge opened. The ferry was established by William F. Dixon in 1848, close to where today’s Van Buren Bridge
spans the river. During the last half of the 19th century, a series of ferrymen operated the route imposing a fee to carry
passengers, wagon teams, and livestock back and forth in a scow between Benton and Linn Counties. By the turn of
the 20th century, the ferry was a free service owned by Benton County.
While ferries are an important mode of transportation, they have disadvantages compared to bridges because they are
limited by ferry vessel capacity, the availability of the ferryman, and river conditions.23 As time went on, agitation for
a bridge to replace the ferry increased, especially in light of the fact that comparable and larger cities of the
Willamette Valley already had vehicular bridges across the Willamette River. Albany, for example, built its Steel
Bridge in 1892.24 Salem also had a bridge over the Willamette from the late 19th century, replaced by a new bridge in
George R. Miller, “The Great Willamette River Flood of 1861,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 100, no.2 (1999): 200.
Paul Baxter, Patricia A. Benner, and Christopher L. Ruiz, “ ‘A Village of some Pretention’ ”: Rediscovering the Original
Orleans, Linn County, Oregon,” Waterways, Willamette Valley Voices: Connecting Generations II, no. 2 (Summer 2013): 20-21,
27.
20
Patrick O’Grady and Christopher L. Ruiz, “Results of the Archaeological Investigations at the Van Buren Bridge Replacement
Locality Oregon Highway 34, Corvallis, Linn and Benton Counties” (ODOT Key No. 12827), Museum of Anthropology Report
2011-014 (Salem, OR: University of Oregon Museum of Natural and Cultural History, Oregon State Historic Preservation Office,
2011).
21
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Old Depot, Houses Scheduled for Sale,” Oct. 14, 1963, 13; Walter R. Grande, The Northwest’s Own
Railway: Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railway and Its Subsidiaries, vol. 2, (Portland, OR: Grande Press, 1995).
22
Corning, Willamette Landings, 114.
23
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Want Vote on Bridge Question,” Feb. 1911, 1-2; Waymarking.com, “The Corvallis Ferry.”
24
Bridgehunter.com, “Steel Bridge” (BH56359). This steel through truss pin-connected bridge was demolished in 1926 when the
Ellsworth Street Bridge opened. Its concrete piers have been repurposed to support power lines; Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Want
Vote on Bridge Question;” Waymarking.com, “The Corvallis Ferry.”
18
19
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1918. Oregon City’s suspension bridge over the Willamette was built in 1888.25 In Portland, which was Oregon’s
largest city, the Burnside Bridge over the Willamette was built in 1894. In the second decade of the 20th century,
Portland constructed additional vehicular bridges across the Willamette; those moveable steel through truss bridges
were the Hawthorne Bridge (1910), the Steel Bridge (1912), and the Broadway Bridge (1913).26
Benton County and the City of Corvallis Seek a Bridge Over the Willamette River
Benton County officials and Corvallis merchants supported an effort to build a bridge across the Willamette as early
as 1909. One Corvallis Gazette-Times piece from July 1909 stated that “the ferry is a tremendous annoyance daily.”27
A few months later, the paper ran a piece about a Saturday trading day when many Linn County residents drove their
wagon teams laden with goods toward Corvallis only to be turned back at the ferry, causing them to lose income and
the businesses of Corvallis to lose merchandise. The piece ends by asserting that a bridge must be installed in place of
the ferry, using rather “tall language,” as the curses of thwarted farmers were called.28
In those days, Benton County governance was through what was called a County Court consisting of a Judge and
Commissioners, rather than the Board of Commissioners as is the arrangement today. One Commissioner, George
Smith, is mentioned frequently in the Corvallis Gazette-Times as a booster of a bridge over the Willamette at
Corvallis and of good roads generally. Judges Woodward and Moses were also named as supporters of a bridge.29
However, some northern Benton County residents protested being taxed to pay for a vehicular bridge in Corvallis
which they believed would not be to their benefit.
In December of 1909, the Corvallis Gazette-Times published a Letter to the Editor from one such citizen stating very
plainly that many Benton County residents outside of Corvallis “personally do not care whether there is a bridge,” and
that the ferry could be improved in capacity and timeliness at a much more reasonable cost than building one. If the
City of Corvallis wanted to have a bridge, then the City should pay for it.30 There was no dispute about where to put a
bridge across the Willamette, only whether to do so and who ought to pay:
Old river men agree that the best and safest place for the bridge is just a few feet above the present ferry course, where
there is an excellent bottom to the river and a straight current.31

25

Dwight A. Smith, James B. Norman, and Pieter T. Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 1985. Rev. ed., (Salem, OR:
Oregon Department of Transportation, 2018), 28-29, 93.
26
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 29, 113-114, 116, 210. The Portland bridges used bascule
and vertical lift technologies. They were built to carry electric streetcar traffic as well as vehicular traffic; additionally, the Steel
Bridge carries railroad traffic on its lower deck.
27
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Want to Bridge the Willamette,” July 23, 1909, 7; “County Court Favors Bridge,” Oct. 15, 1909, 7.
28
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Lost Much Trade,” Nov. 26, 1909, 7.
29
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “County Court Favors Bridge;” “Beaches First Over Bridge,” Feb. 11, 1913.
30
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Wants City to Build Bridge,” Letter to the Editor from R.N. Williamson of Wells, OR, Dec. 15,
1909, 1. Wells was an agricultural community that was razed during World War II in order to build Camp Adair on the site,
“Swamp Adair, Camp Adair,” https://www.bentoncountymuseum.org/index.php/exhibitions/online-exhibitions.
31
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “County Court Favors Bridge.”
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Complaints about the inefficiency of the ferry continued. Two years after that Saturday trading day conflict, the paper
printed an article headlined, “Linn County Wants That Bridge Built,” stating that:
for twenty or more teams to wait their turn at a ferry that cannot take more than four loaded
teams, means a wait of from thirty minutes to an hour, any amount of profane thoughts and not a
few profane utterances….the ferry is too slow a mode of travel, which has been laid aside for
thirty years in prosperous cities….The auto is on the road…32
In 1912, by the time the Van Buren Bridge was requisitioned and materials secured, northern Benton County
protestors managed to hold up construction by securing an injunction against it. In order to proceed, the City of
Corvallis voted to tax itself via a $2,500 bond measure to make up for the monies northern Benton County balked at
paying. This bond was to make the remaining funds a municipal expense, rather than a payment made by commercial
interests.33
A few months later, in February 1913, the Van Buren Bridge opened. The Corvallis Gazette-Times spoke of it as a
long-awaited boon to travelers and to the prospects of Benton County, Corvallis, and the east side of the river. Ferry
service was stopped, and the paper described the improved crossing experience:
No more will the hurrying, hungry, wet, and chilly teamster have to wait at either side of the river while that
old blunderbus of a ferry meanders to and fro across the billowing depths of the old Willamette.34
Oregon Women Achieve the Right to Vote
The City of Corvallis bond measure to assume the responsibility of providing the remaining $2,500 in funds to
complete the Van Buren Bridge was placed on the ballot in November 1912, a few weeks after Oregon women
achieved the right to vote. On November 5, 1912—after being denied five times prior—in 1884, 1900, 1906, 1908,
and 1910, Oregon women were granted the right to vote by male voters with 52% voting in favor and 48% voting
against.35 The granting of full suffrage in 1912 placed Oregon ahead of many states in the Nation where there was
limited or no suffrage. It was only in 1920, after World War I, that the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution was ratified granting American women, regardless of state, the right to vote.36
On November 21, 1912, the Corvallis Gazette-Times reminded voters of the importance of passing a municipal bond
in order to release the remaining funds in order to finish the bridge. If the taxpayers did not approve the bond
measure, the remaining $2,500 would have been provided by a consortium of Corvallis businessmen. The GazetteTimes stated that passing the bond was a matter of city honor and would ensure completion of “the bridge, which
means great things for Corvallis and Benton County.” The paper reminded readers that the electorate was “the voters
of this city, including all women and men past 21 years of age.” The next day, the bond measure overwhelmingly
passed, with about half the ballots cast by women—and the Van Buren Bridge opened in 1913.37

Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Linn County Wants That Bridge Built,” Mar. 17, 1911, 6-[7].
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Corvallis Is Asked to Vote $2500 Bridge Bonds at Tomorrow’s Election,” Nov. 21, 1912, 1-2.
34
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Beaches First Over Bridge.”
35
Kimberly Jensen, “Woman Suffrage in Oregon,” The Oregon Encyclopedia (Portland, OR: Portland State University and The
Oregon Historical Society, 2019). https://oregonencyclopedia.org; “Woman Suffrage Centennial Web Exhibit,” Oregon Blue
Book: Almanac and Fact Book (Salem, OR: Office of the Secretary of State, 2020). https://sos.oregon.gov/blue-book.
36
National Park Service, “Oregon and the 19th Amendment,” (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 2020).
https://www.nps.gov/articles/oregon-and-the-19th-amendment.htm.
37
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “City Votes in Favor of Bonds,” Nov. 29, 1912, 7.
32
33
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CONTEXT & HISTORY OF THE VAN BUREN BRIDGE DESIGN
Moveable Bridges
Moveable bridges are designed to move in various ways to permit passage for over-height water vessels. There are
three main engineering designs for moveable bridges: vertical lift bridges where the horizontal roadway lifts; bascule
bridges which use counterweights to draw spans upright, and the swing span system, where the span rotates around a
fixed point. In Oregon, the railroads built many swing span bridges in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, but by the
end of the 19th century, vertical lift and bascule bridges became more common because they move spans out of the
way faster than other techniques. The swing-span and pin-connected design of the Van Buren Bridge, a ubiquitous
structural type during the late 19th century particularly for railroads, was soon to be obsolete at the time of
construction in 1913.38 By the early 20th century, the rapid rise of vehicle ownership spurred engineering
advancements towards more efficient bridge designs. The design selection reasoning for the Van Buren Bridge is not
recorded, so it is not understood exactly why the outdated structural type was chosen. The design might have been
right for the budget, the expected transportation loads,39 and the relatively low volume of river traffic in Corvallis in
1913. As the 20th century progressed and vehicles the roads they traveled flourished, fewer goods and passengers
travelled to Corvallis via the Willamette River. For example, there was a gap of 25 years between the opening of the
swing span in 1927 and when it next opened, in 1952.40 As a result, it may have been a preference to select the slower
swing span opening method, even though electric and pneumatic opening mechanisms were already in use
nationwide, as a way to save money on the structure while still accommodating sparse river vertical clearance needs.
The Van Buren Bridge turning mechanism was manually set in motion by the use of a 17-foot-long wooden turning
key operated by six people. This key was inserted through the roadbed into a drive shaft which turned a circular gear
installed on top of the pivot pier. There were two gears: a high gear which required 50 revolutions to swing the span
completely open and a low gear which required 150 revolutions.41 The swing span then rotated on steel rollers set on
the pivot pier, giving 102 feet of clearance between the pivot pier and the supporting end pier.42
The Van Buren Bridge’s swing span design was the slowest moveable bridge engineering technique used at that time
and the contemporary Portland, Oregon moveable steel truss bridges used the faster vertical lift and bascule
technologies.43 In fact, most bridges constructed after World War II were not designed to move at all. By that time,
the strength of structural concrete had increased so much that high spans could be constructed using it and there was
no need for moveable spans.44 A fixed span is much more congenial to bridge users because they never have to wait
for a bridge to open. Also, fixed bridges dispense with the need for personnel to operate a moving mechanism.

38

Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6-8; Bunnell Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 5-7.
Contemporary newspapers described the Van Buren Bridge as potentially supporting streetcar traffic between the City of
Corvallis and the Oregon Electric Railway Depot; however, the bridge was built without railroad tracks.
40
Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren Street Bridge.”
41
Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren Street Bridge.”
42
J. Sanders Chapman, “Willamette River, Van Buren Street Bridge,” Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon Building and Structure
Inventory Form, Cultural Resource Survey 1983-1984 (Corvallis, OR: Corvallis Preservation Society, Inc., 1984), 3;
Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren Street Bridge.”
43
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 114, 116. These are the Hawthorne Bridge (1910), the
Steel Bridge (1912), and the Broadway Bridge (1913), all still in use. The Broadway and Hawthorne Bridges are listed in the
National Register.
44
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 7-8; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 5-7.
39
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Main Bridge Materials During the 19th and 20th Centuries
Until the mid-19th century, most bridges in the United States were made of timber. From the middle of the 19th century
on, advances in metallurgy made truss bridges the most common type, a change in material hastened by the
development of the railroads. By the last third of the 19th century, wooden bridges were not commonly constructed.
The first trusses for railroad bridges were of cast and wrought iron. As steel became stronger, it became the most
common metal used for trusses.
Early vehicular bridges used similar trusses as those used by the railroads. Steel trusses were frequently of patented,
proprietary configuration of compression and tension members, and different configurations could be used in
combination to construct one bridge. For example, the Van Buren Bridge’s primary span is a Pratt through truss,
through truss meaning that it has interlacing members over the road deck that travelers go through; the secondary span
is a Parker through truss; and the east span is a Warren pony truss, pony truss meaning small, that is to say, lacking
interlacing over the road deck and placed to the side (Figures 9 and 12).45 After World War II, highway bridge
construction shifted to concrete spans without trusswork, and those simple slab, beam, and girder bridges came to be
the standard.46
The Transition to Steel Bridges
When the Van Buren Bridge was in the works, bridge construction was transitioning to steel rather than timber
because of wood’s flammability, susceptibility to water damage especially during floods, and inferior strength.47
Additionally, steel bridge components could be fabricated offsite, shipped easily, and assembled onsite. This also
made it relatively easy to move bridges to new locations as necessary.48
Noted on a Coast Bridge Company plan for the Van Buren Bridge are two steel fabricators: Northwest Steel Company
for multiple components and another firm for one component.49 Some Van Buren Bridge steel members have the
names of other steel companies stamped on them, several of which are visible from the sidewalk. The visible names
are Carnegie, Illinois, and Lackawanna (Figure 10).50 Carnegie Steel was founded in 1873 by Andrew Carnegie
(1835-1919) and became one of the firms merged in 1901 to form the giant U.S. Steel of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Illinois Steel, formed in 1889 by a merger of Chicago steel mills, became known as Federal Steel and was also
merged into U.S. Steel in 1901.51 Lackawanna Steel had mid-19th century roots in Scranton, Pennsylvania and

45

George Kramer, Slab, Beam & Girder Bridges in Oregon: Historic Context Statement (Salem, OR: Heritage Resource
Associates for the Oregon Department of Transportation, 2004), 8-11.
46
Kramer, Slab, Beam & Girder Bridges in Oregon, 3.
47
Rebecca Burrow, Chris Bell, and Chris Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide (Salem, OR: Oregon Department of
Transportation, 2013), xii.
48
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 18; Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street
Bridge), 7; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 6.
49
Coast Bridge Company Plan labelled “Contract No. 131,” notation for three components, “Fabr. by N.W.S. Co.,” and one
component, “Fabr. by Mil. B. Co.[partially illegible],”(Salem, OR: Oregon Department of Transportation, ca. 1912): Lewis L.
McArthur, "Oregon Places: The U.S. Steel Corporation in Portland, 1901-1941," Oregon Historical Quarterly 107, no. 3 (2006):
425-426, 433, https://www.jstor.org/stable/20615661.
50
Christopher L. Ruiz, personal communication to Heather V. Butler; Bridgehunter.com, “Van Buren Bridge” (BH298480), BH
Photo 447305 Lackawanna Steel Stamp, by Mike Garland, Aug. 2017.
51
Cengage, “Andrew Carnegie,” Mar. 2020, and “United States Steel Corporation,” May 2020 (Boston, MA: Cengage Learning,
2020), . https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-and-labor; David Bensman and Mark R.
Wilson, “Iron and Steel,” in Encyclopedia of Chicago (Chicago, IL: Chicago Historical Society, 2005),
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org.
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relocated to what became Lackawanna, New York around 1902. In 1922, Bethlehem Steel of Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania acquired Lackawanna Steel. Bethlehem Steel did not become a part of U.S. Steel.52
Connections of Steel Truss Bridge Members
The members of a steel bridge can be joined by pin connections, rivets, bolts, or welding.53 The pins in pin-connected
bridges were essentially large bolts that held the truss members together. The bridge members would have holes at
each end that would be aligned with the holes of adjoining members and connected with a cylindrical pin (Figure
11).54 Pin-connected joints allow for steel bridge members to be fabricated offsite and easily assembled in place. They
also make it easy to disassemble a steel truss bridge and move it to a new location. Descriptions of steel truss bridges
often note that they were first installed somewhere else.55
The disadvantage of pin-connected trusses is that the vibrations from traffic can loosen the connections. Furthermore,
age and use tend to widen the holes of the members, also loosening the structure. Pin-connections were common in
steel bridges until about 1915 when riveted joints, whose superior rigidity protected connection components from
wear, became the standard means of connecting steel truss members.56 It took until the second decade of the 20th
century for riveting machines to become portable enough to enable riveted connections to be made on-site as pinconnections had been. Once that happened, riveted joints replaced pins in steel bridges.57
The majority of the Van Buren Bridge’s joints are connected with steel pins, though parts of the primary span through
truss and the east approach’s pony truss have rivets.58 Along with the swing span design, rather than a vertical lift or
bascule moving mechanism, the use of pin connections is another example of the Van Buren Bridge being constructed
with features that were already well on the way to becoming obsolete.
Bridge Brokers and Formation of the Oregon State Highway Commission
The Van Buren Bridge is one of the last Oregon bridges to be selected from a bridge brokerage firm. Bridge
components of iron and steel were available from brokers who provided catalogues from which bridge designs could
be chosen.59 During the first decades of the 20th century, many of the bridge brokers were subsidiaries of fabrication
firms who manufactured metal products of all kinds, bridges being only one. After 1900, regional firms found
themselves less able to compete with the U.S. Steel’s monopolistic American Bridge Company and, in any case, the

Thomas Berry, “Lackawanna Steel Company, 1915,”(Urbana-Champaign: IL: Historical Construction Equipment Association,
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2017), http://archives.hcea.net; Cengage, “Bethlehem Steel Corporation,” Mar.
2020 (Boston, MA: Cengage Learning, 2020), https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/economics-business-andlabor.
53
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, xvi.
54
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Historic Highway Bridges of California (Sacramento, CA: California
Department of Transportation, 1990), 48-49; Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 18-19; Parsons
Brinckerhoff and Engineering and Industrial Heritage, A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types (Washington, DC: National
Cooperative Highway Research Program, American Association of State Highways and Transportation Officials, 2005), 2-16.
55
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 7; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 6.
56
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 232-233.
57
Parsons, A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, 2-16 through 2-17.
58
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 6, 79-80; ODOT interoffice email communication, Apr. 7,
2020. ODOT Bridge Engineer Raymond Bottenberg, PE, SE states that one eyebar may have been “substituted with wrought iron
back during construction.” The others were steel; ODOT, “Van Buren Bridge Advertisement Content”; Beierle, Willamette River
Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3.
59
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, xii.
52
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use of concrete rather than steel was becoming the norm.60 The Coast Bridge Company vendor that provided the Van
Buren Bridge was busiest from about 1910 to 1917.61 The Coast Bridge Company bridge designer was Andrew J.
Porter, per Contract Number 131.62
Bridge brokers such as the Coast Bridge Company were privately owned commercial enterprises that stood to profit
from the sale of bridges to local counties or cities. This often resulted in local governments being overcharged for a
profit on materials, being sold the incorrect bridge type for the site, or experiencing nefarious contracting practices.
As cars became more common, an improved road system became necessary. As a result, the need for a government
body for road management and infrastructure oversight became apparent – in the interest of both public safety and
public expenditure. On the national stage, the Good Roads Movement influenced widespread improvements of road
systems, and importantly, state and federal funds to support such measures.
The State of Oregon established a State Highway Commission and State Highway Department (now ODOT) in 1913
to coordinate bridge design services for Oregon’s municipalities and counties. The first Annual Report of the State
Highway Commission from 1915 stated:
The design and construction of highway bridges is the most difficult part of road construction that is
encountered by County Courts. Bridge engineering is a very much specialized branch of civil engineering.
County Courts seldom, if ever, have the advice of a competent bridge engineer to rely upon. This has caused
the custom to grow up in the State of relying upon the bridge companies for both the bridge engineering and
bridge construction. Bridge companies employ the smoothest talker for their salesman that can be secured.
This is part of the selling end of the business, and does not differ from the selling end of any other
commercial business… No attempt has been made at a general investigation of bridge construction in the
State, and unquestionably, in all counties, the County Courts have been victims, to a greater or less extent, of
extortion on the part of bridge companies with whom they have had to deal. The remedy for the evil that has
grown up in the bridge business of the State is to have enacted a law requiring all bridges costing $500 or
more to be built under the direct supervision of the State Highway Department.63
Additionally, the Bridge Manual of 1916 published a detailed description of the services available to counties,
including plans and specifications, estimates and approval of plans, supervision, securing bids, and inspections,
among others. The Manual also described many of the earlier problems that had occurred with bridge building
throughout the state prior to the establishment of the State Highway Commission to further illustrate the importance
of the Commission and the services offered.
In 1915, there was controversy about the Van Buren Bridge contract and financing after construction was complete,
largely due to the bridge construction planning having occurred prior to the oversight of the State Highway
Department. The Corvallis Gazette-Times ran frequent articles about whether all had been proper in its funding and

60

Caltrans, Historic Highway Bridges of California, 9-11, 43; Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 7-8;
Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 6.
61
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 5, 7, 9; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 6;
The BridgeReports.com NBI database associates the Coast Bridge Company with 11 bridges, 10 in Oregon, and 1 in Montana,
https://bridgereports.com; the Bridgehunter.com database associates the Coast Bridge Company with three post-World War I and
two post-World War II bridges, https://bridgehunter.com.
62
Chapman, “Willamette River, Van Buren Street Bridge,” 1-3; Gordon and Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project, 12.
BridgeReports.com lists Andrew J. Porter with the Van Buren Bridge only, though perhaps he was affiliated with the “Porter
Brothers” Pacific Northwest bridge building company. The Porter Brothers are shown as building 4 bridges: 2 in Oregon, 1 in
Washington, and 1 in Montana.
63
Oregon Department of Transportation, First Annual Report, 168.
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accounting.64 The First Annual Report of the Highway Engineer of 1914 describes an “Investigation of Recent County
Bridge Construction” which starts out by noting that “[t]he excessive cost of county highway bridges is due to one, or
all, of three reasons. First, construction of too long a bridge, or too much bridge; second, buying an improper design
or style of bridge…; third, too high a price is usually paid…”65 The Report goes on to specifically describe the Van
Buren Bridge, its physical characteristics, and a breakdown of the cost of construction. It also compares the cost of
construction to material costs nationwide, further illuminating the cost disparity, and concludes that the county was
overcharged by $17,532.00.66
By 1916, the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads was formed, and the Federal Aid Road Act of the same year provided
matching funds to the states to build bridges and roads. The availability of this federal funding spurred increased
vehicular infrastructure construction, and continues to be the framework for infrastructure development and
improvement today.67
The Age of the Automobile
In the latter two decades of the 19th century, Corvallis was busy with railroad activity via passenger travel and major
commercial enterprise. During the railroad era, both locally and nationally, bridges that consisted of trusses with pinconnections were a ubiquitous structural type due to their ease of transport, quick construction, and strength to support
heavy rail loads. With the advancements in transportation to widespread automobile ownership across a publicallymanaged road system and engineering towards riveted connections, the Van Buren Bridge is emblematic of this
transition from one transportation type to another – representing a carry-over of the railroad structural type to serve
vehicular traffic.
While the Van Buren Bridge was built primarily to carry vehicular traffic over the Willamette River, the vehicles in
question were frequently wagons teams (hence the term “wagon bridge” in contemporary articles) and its engineering
design incorporated a manually-powered swing span to allow river vessels to pass. As late as the 1920s, steamboats
along the Willamette River were an important method of moving commercial freight up and down the Willamette
Valley, but they faded in importance every year thereafter as first the railroads, then automobiles and trucks, became
the primary mode of transportation. 68
During the first two decades of the 20th century, exponential growth was occurring in Corvallis, and with that, efforts
to establish the town as a place that was more livable for the growing population and attractive for new residents and
businesses. In the name of progress, the city’s infrastructure received major improvements, which included the paving
of city streets starting in 1910. Two years later, still ahead of the development of the Oregon Highway Commission,
Corvallis had 5.5 miles of bitulithic pavement.69
Cars began being sold in Corvallis around 1904 and the impact of this new mode of transportation on the downtown
area, accessed largely in part by the Van Buren Bridge, was significant. The first auto dealership in town was
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Ex-Judge Moses Does Not Take Engineer Bowlby’s Figures Seriously,” Jan. 20, 1915, 1, 4; “Says
Benton County Was Bilked,” Jan. 19, 1915, 1.
65
Oregon State Highway Engineer First Annual Report, 177.
66
Ibid., 178.
67
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, xii; “Historic Bridge Preservation Plan,” Bridge
Preservation Engineering Unit and Geo-Environmental Section (Salem, OR: Oregon Department of Transportation 2007), 9.
68
Gordon and Chapman, Van Buren Bridge Project, 3; Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 11-12;
Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 4. Early Corvallis newspaper articles discussed the need for a bridge to
replace the ferry because “teams” and “wagons” needed to cross the river in a timely fashion. Contemporary newspaper articles
referred to the Van Buren Bridge as a “steel wagon bridge.”
69
Gallager, pg. 144.
64
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constructed in 1908 by Mark Rickard at Second and Van Buren Streets, immediately adjacent to the bridge. This was
possibly the second dealership in the state of Oregon and sold a variety of automobiles. The area just west and south
of the bridge experienced rapid growth in automobile related businesses – several more dealerships, auto parts and
repair shops, gas and oil stations, and other related enterprises were constructed. A 1923 article in the Corvallis
Gazette-Times noted that “Corvallis is better supplied than any town in Oregon when it comes to autos, except
Portland.”70
The announcement of the decision to build Van Buren Bridge was accompanied by a public statement that it would
“be of sufficient capacity for inter-urban, passenger and express traffic.” The reference to interurban tracks was not
directed toward a specific interurban railroad company since there were several electric interurban companies
operating in the Willamette Valley, in addition to the electric streetcar networks within towns. The two interurban
lines with stops in Corvallis were the Oregon Electric Railway and the Southern Pacific Red Electric. The Oregon
Electric depot was near the eastern approach of the proposed bridge and the company expected to build its own bridge
into town in order to avoid sharing ownership of a right-of-way. Because of the expectation for the Oregon Electric
Railway to build its own bridge, the Van Buren Bridge was not built with railroad tracks of any kind and before long,
wagon teams gave way to cars and trucks. By the early 1930s, the Willamette Valley interurban electric railway
systems had ceased passenger service.71
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS STATEWIDE
A Comparable Oregon Bridge: the Umpqua River & McIntosh Slough Bridge (ODOT 01822)
In Oregon bridge inventories the Van Buren Bridge is often paired with the 1936 Umpqua River & McIntosh Slough
Bridge, the work of prolific Oregon State Highway Department bridge engineer Conde B. McCullough, built on
US101 in the City of Reedsport, Oregon. These two bridges are the only vehicular moveable center pivot swing span
steel through truss bridges extant in the state. However, the connections of the Umpqua River Bridge are riveted, not
pin-connected. Though there is some riveting on the Van Buren Bridge, its pin-connections are unique among extant
moveable vehicular bridges.72 In 2005, the Umpqua River & McIntosh Slough Bridge was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C.73 The uniqueness of the Van Buren Bridge as the only vehicular
pin-connected bridge of this type is key, because, while the Van Buren’s swing span design is rare for a highway
bridge, swing spans are fairly common among railroad bridges.74 Upstream of the Umpqua Bridge, for example, is a
1914 railroad bridge that is a moveable center pivot swing span steel through truss structure with riveted connections,
the Coos Bay Rail Link Bridge.75 The Van Buren Bridge is the third-oldest extant vehicular bridge across the

Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Everything for Motorists found in Corvallis,” Jan. 26, 1923.
Corvallis Gazette-Times, “Bridge to Be Built at Once,” Jan. 26, 1912, 1; “Old Depot, Houses Scheduled for Sale;” Chapman,
“Willamette River, Van Buren Street Bridge,” 4; Richard Thompson, “Oregon Electric Railway,” and “Southern Pacific Red
Electric Lines,” The Oregon Encyclopedia (Portland, OR: Portland State University and The Oregon Historical Society, 2018),
https://oregonencyclopedia.org. The Oregon Electric Railway line between Albany and Corvallis began service in March 1913.
Ridership on the system peaked in 1920. In 1931, Oregon Electric service to Corvallis ended, in 1933 passenger service ceased
altogether. East of the Van Buren Bridge north of OR34 is NE Electric Road, which commemorates the Oregon Electric line and
its Corvallis depot, razed to make way for the Harrison Bridge.
72
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 6, 79-80; ODOT, “Van Buren Bridge Advertisement
Content”; Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3.
73
Robert W. Hadlow, Umpqua River (Reedsport) Bridge, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (Salem, OR:
Oregon Department of Transportation, 2005), 2-3, 8.
74
Bridgehunter.com.
75
Bridgehunter.com, “Coos Bay Rail Link Bridge” (BH43292).
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Willamette River. Only two bridges are older, both in Portland: the Hawthorne Bridge (1910) and the Steel Bridge
(1912).76
Oregon Moveable Bridges
In Oregon, no swing span bridges were constructed after 1939 because bridge engineering had adopted other kinds of
moveable spans.77 In the Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide’s Index by Structure Type, the “Movable Bridges”
section has only 2 structures in the swing span category—the Van Buren Bridge and the Umpqua River & McIntosh
Slough Bridge.78 The bascule span category contains 7 bridges and the lift span category contains 8 bridges.79
In the Bridgehunter database, a search for “Design of main spans, Moveable-swing,” returned two other bridges in
Oregon, the Old Lock Swing Bridge (1935) and the New Lock Swing Bridge (1992) at Bonneville Dam in
Multnomah County.80 These are not highway bridges, rather they are vehicular bridges within the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Bonneville Power Administration facility on the Columbia River.

Oregon Historic Vehicular Bridges Having Steel Trusses and Pin Connections
Oregon Steel Truss Non-Moveable Vehicular Bridges
In the Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide Index by Structure Type, the “Steel Trusses” section has 12 structures in
the pin-connected category, 99 riveted bridges of various truss configurations, and only 3 welded bridges. Note, that
the Field Guide does not categorize the Van Buren Bridge under one of the “Steel Trusses” section pin-connected
subtypes; instead, the Van Buren Bridge is indexed under “Movable Bridges, Swing Span.”81
Oregon Steel Truss Pin-Connected Vehicular Bridges
The 2013 Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide features 12 pin-connected bridges. They are not—with the exception
of the Van Buren Bridge and the Rogue River (Robertson) Bridge in Grants Pass, Josephine County (ODOT 01592,
abandoned)—under State of Oregon ownership, and they are found in counties across Oregon. Of the 334 bridges
featured in Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, only about 10 are known or thought to have been designed by the
Coast Bridge Company; those are found in multiple counties as well.82
The 2018 (first published in 1985) Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon features 25 pin-connected bridges, out of the
644 bridges itemized in that work.83 There are two pin-connected bridges in Clackamas County, a utility bridge from
76

Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 29, 113-114, 116, 210. The Portland bridges used bascule
and vertical lift technologies. They were built to carry electric streetcar traffic as well as vehicular traffic; additionally, the Steel
Bridge carries railroad traffic on its lower deck. Portland’s Broadway Bridge opened two months later in the same year as the Van
Buren Bridge.
77
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 114.
78
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 6,
79
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 306-319 Index by Structure Type; 308-309 Movable
Bridges. Lift spans are also known as “vertical spans.”
80
Bridgehunter.com, “Old Lock Swing Bridge” (BH 69529) and “New Lock Swing Bridge (BH62422)”; Note that
BridgeReports.com refers to these bridges as the “Bonneville Lock & Dam Bridge #2,” and the “Bonneville Lock & Dam Bridge
#1,” respectively.
81
Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 315-319 Steel Trusses; 308-309 Movable Bridges.
82
Bridgehunter.com, “Robertson Bridge;” Burrow, Bell, and Leedham, Oregon’s Historic Bridge Field Guide, 309, 316.
83
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 53, 319.
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1893 built to carry water lines and an immediately adjacent 1894 pin-connected vehicular bridge (ODOT 06580).84 Of
the 25 pin-connected bridges, 11 were eligible for the National Register and 8 were described as reserved for possible
evaluation for National Register eligibility later (“Reserve Bridges”).85 The Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon
mentions 4 bridges as being designed by the Coast Bridge Company.
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS NATIONWIDE
Nationwide Center Pivot Swing Spans
In the Bridgehunter database, a search under the category “Swing,” returned 1,351 bridges across the United States. A
search specifying that the swing bridges are of the type “Center Pivot Swing Span,” which category includes the Van
Buren Bridge and Umpqua River & McIntosh Slough Bridges, returned 82 bridges across the United States. Note that
these are of various structural types, and/or various connection types and note too that this result includes structures
that have been abandoned or removed, and railroad bridges.
The bulk of the extant swing span bridges are steel railroad bridges with California leading the numbers in quantity,
with Washington and Oregon close behind. Florida, Iowa, Louisiana, New York, Ohio, Minnesota, Mississippi, New
York, Washington, and Wisconsin have 1 or 2 such bridges each.86 Swing span and other kinds of moveable bridges
are not especially rare when railroad bridges are considered. In Washington, the City of Hoquiam in Grays Harbor
County has several swing span and vertical or bascule moveable bridges in that one town alone.87
Nationwide Pin-Connected Bridges
In the Bridgehunter database, a search under the category “Pin-Connected” returned 3,666 bridges across the United
States. Note that these are of various structural types, and/or various connection types and note too that this result
includes structures that have been abandoned or removed, and railroad bridges. It appears that most every state and
region is represented, with higher numbers of pin-connected bridges in the Midwest and West than in the Northeast.
The New England and Mid-Atlantic states contain only a few.88
Nationwide Swing Span and Pin-Connected Bridges
In the Bridgehunter database, a search under the combined categories, “Center Pivot Swing Span” and “PinConnected” returned 24 bridges. Additionally, a search under the combined categories, “Pin-Connected,” “Swing,”
and “Through truss” returned 179 bridges. Note that these are of various structural types, connection types and note
too that this result includes structures that have been abandoned or removed, and railroad bridges. As the data in the
Bridgehunter database is not frequently updated and not always completely accurate, some data represented could be
inaccurate. This concern was mitigated by extensive evaluation of comparable results by evaluating Historic
American Engineering Record (HAER) reports where available, analysis of existing conditions via Google or other
recent images, and analysis of findings under the same search terms from the database at www.historicbridges.org.
Upon evaluation and analysis of the search results, the extant bridges that are comparable to the Van Buren Bridge
total to 6:

84

Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 56.
Smith, Norman, and Dykman, Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, 53, 266-267.
86
Bridgehunter.com.
87
Bridgehunter.com.
88
Bridgehunter.com.
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1. Center Street Bridge, Spanning Cuyahoga River at Center Street, Cleveland, OH. Constructed between 1900
and 1901, the Center Street Bridge is a rim-bearing bobtail through truss swing bridge. The “bobtail” notation
indicates the arms of the bridge projecting from the pivot pier are of unequal lengths and “rim-bearing” refers
to the presence of a circular girder near the periphery of the pivot pier instead of near its axis.89 In both of
these elements, the Center Street Bridge differs from the Van Buren Bridge. The Center Street Bridge is the
last remaining swing bridge in Cleveland and was designed by James Ritchie, Chief Engineer for the City of
Cleveland, and fabricated and erected by the King Bridge Company.
2. Magnolia Garden Bridge, Spanning Bayou St. John at Harding Drive, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA.
Constructed in 1886 by the Smith Bridge Company, the Magnolia Garden Bridge is a pin-connected Pratt
through truss swing span bridge and is among the oldest surviving highway bridges in the country. Originally
located at Esplanade Avenue in New Orleans carrying vehicles and streetcars over Bayou St. John, the bridge
was moved in 1909 to the location of a resort called the Magnolia Garden to replace a footbridge. It was
repaired in 1936 by the WPA and was converted to pedestrian use only in 1989.90
3. Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island Bridge (Government Bridge), Spanning the Mississippi River at Fort
Armstrong Avenue, Rock Island, Rock Island County, IL. Constructed from 1895 to 1896 to connect the
Rock Island Arsenal (IL) with Davenport, Iowa and carried rail and vehicular traffic. It was the first major
bridge commission of Ralph Modjeski who would go on to be one of the nation’s prominent bridge designers.
4. Saugatuck River Bridge, Spanning the Saugatuck River on Connecticut Route 136, Westport, Fairfield
County, CT. Constructed in 1884, the bridge consists of a single 144-foot Pratt through truss fixed span and a
swing span consisting of two 71-foot Pratt through trusses meeting over the pivot pier and tied together with
die-forged eyebars between the upper portal joints. The Saugatuck River Bridge is significant as the only
manually operated swing truss in Connecticut and is a rare surviving example of a movable iron bridge. The
turning mechanism is comprised of a pinion gear shaft resting in a pier socket that is turned by hand with a
large T-handled wrench, engaging a ring gear fixed to the underside of the deck and rotating the span. This is
the most comparable bridge to Van Buren, with the main differences being the truss types and materials, but
similarities being the central pivot and similar turning mechanisms powered manually, as well as both bridges
serving only vehicular and pedestrian traffic.91
5. East Haddam Swing Bridge, Spanning the Connecticut River on Connecticut Route 82, East
Haddam/Haddam, CT. Constructed in 1913, the bridge is a four-span superstructure supported on concrete
and masonry abutments and piers. The spans include a 101-foot deck truss, a 327-foot Pennsylvania through
truss, and a pair of 230-foot pin-connected Warren through trusses centered over a large swing pier.
Significant for its length at 889 feet, the East Haddam Swing Bridge is one of the longest truss bridges built in
the nation in the early 20th century. 92
6. New Bedford-Fairhaven Middle Bridge, Spanning Acushnet River on U.S. Highway 6, New Bedford, Bristol
County, MA. Constructed in 1899, the bridge is a six-span steel bridge with a rim-bearing through truss swing
89

Historic American Engineering Record, Center Street Bridge, HAER No. OH-10. The historical context narrative for the Center
Street Bridge notes that “[i]t is not surprising that the construction of the Center Street swing bridge over the Cuyahoga River
drew virtually no attention from the engineering periodicals of the day. Swing bridges were still relatively common, and were in
fact then being superseded in popularity by bascule and vertical-lift types wherever navigation and land travel demanded the
frequent operation of a bridge.”
90
Bridgehunter.com.
91
Historic American Engineering Record, Saugatuck River Bridge, HAER No. CT-46.
92
CDOT, East Haddam Swing Bridge Rehabilitation SHPO Consultation Document.
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span. It should be noted that the swing span portion of the structure is the only component that retains
integrity – the adjacent superstructure plate girder spans were replaced in 1961. The swing span itself
measures 288 feet and is one of the longest surviving swing spans in Massachusetts. Additionally, the bridge
is an important early example of electric power applied to a moveable bridge span. The New BedfordFairhaven Middle Bridge was designed by George F. Swain, a notable structural engineer, and William F.
Williams, New Bedford City Engineer.93
For the ease of comparison, the above bridges have been organized in table format below.
Table 1.
Bridge Name

Bridge Location

Construction Date(s)

Swing Span Type
(Bobtail, Center
Pier, Rim-bearing,
Center-bearing)
Rim-bearing,
Bobtail, electricpowered
Center-bearing,
Center Pier

Center Street Bridge

Cleveland, OH

1900-1901

Magnolia Garden
Bridge

New Orleans, LA

1886

Rock Island Arsenal
(Government
Bridge)
Saugatuck River
Bridge

Rock Island,
IL/Davenport, IA

1895-1896

Rim-bearing, Center
Pier, pneumatic

Westport, CT

1884

East Haddam Swing
Bridge

East
Haddam/Haddam,
CT

1913

Center-bearing,
Center Pier, manualpowered
Center Pier, bearing
type unknown

New BedfordFairhaven Middle
Bridge
Van Buren Bridge

New Bedford, MA

1899

Corvallis, OR

1913

Rim-bearing, Center
Pier, electricpowered
Center-bearing,
Center Pier, manualpowered

Transportation Type

Vehicular,
pedestrian (double
sidewalk)
Vehicular/Streetcar;
1989 converted to
pedestrian-use only
Double-decker rail
and vehicular with
pedestrian sidewalk
Vehicular,
pedestrian
Vehicular-only
(currently
undergoing addition
of pedestrian
facilities)
Vehicular,
pedestrian (double
sidewalk)
Vehicular,
pedestrian

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS CONCLUSION
Pin-connected moveable spans are an increasingly rare structural type at the national level, particularly when
narrowing the use to vehicular traffic – either past or present. As noted in the table above, there are a small number of
bridges nationwide that are comparable to the Van Buren Bridge, and even then, less that are directly comparable.
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Historic American Engineering Record, New Bedford-Fairhaven Middle Bridge, HAER No. MA-101.
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The Saugatuck Bridge in Westport, CT is one of the most directly comparable bridges. While it is comprised of
wrought-iron members, it is the only other bridge in the table above that exhibits the same swing-span type and
opening method of manual hand-powered key with a center-bearing, center pier span. As noted, the Saugatuck Bridge
was constructed in 1884, twenty-nine years prior to the construction of the Van Buren Bridge in Oregon. While it can
be assumed that structural advancements may have reached the west coast a later than such technology was
implemented on the east coast, by the early 20th century, increased infrastructure for national travel supported an ease
of information sharing and a three-decade delay should not be anticipated. Therefore, one can reasonably conclude
that the Van Buren Bridge technology had been superseded by riveted structures and electric-powered swing spans,
and that the bridge was an outdated structural type when it was constructed. This is further supported by the
construction of other bridges in Oregon that utilized newer technology. Furthermore, there are sources contemporary
to the Van Buren Bridge construction that note Benton County was overcharged for the structure.94 This is further
discussed in the 1912 Biennial Report that inflated cost was a widespread concern throughout Oregon, among other
concerns, that was attributed to the lack of a governmental agency to review private industry bridge proposals.95
It appears the early 20th century design obsolescence contributes to the rarity of the Van Buren Bridge and other
comparable bridges, but that desuetude does not detract from the significance of the bridge. It continues to represent a
good example of a pin-connected swing span vehicular bridge, and is presently the only structure of this type
represented west of the Mississippi River.96 Furthermore, there is only one other closely-related structure to the Van
Buren Bridge extant in the United States: the Saugatuck River Bridge.

INTEGRITY
The Seven Aspects of Integrity
The Van Buren Bridge retains a good level of all seven aspects of integrity, that is, the aspects of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
Location
The Van Buren Bridge is in the same location as when it was constructed, and its components were assembled
specifically to cross the Willamette River at this spot; it is not a case of a bridge being moved and rebuilt.
Design
The form, plan, structure, and style are basically the same as when the Van Buren Bridge was built. There have been
some modifications, rehabilitations, and repairs such as the removal of timber cribbing sometime between 1923 and
1935 which supported the opening of the swing span, the repair of concrete piers in 1940, the 1940 realignment and
alteration of the east approach, the removal of the western pony truss after damage in the 1962 Columbus Day Storm,
the rendering of the swing span as inoperable in 1960, the replacement of some timber supports with steel members in
1962, the repainting which included the removal or containment of lead paint in 2007, the removal of pack rust, rivet
replacement, hip plate retrofits, and other related repairs in 2007, and paving the wooden road deck with asphalt most

94

Include newspapers references as well as ODOT Biennial report.
Biennial Report.
96
The Government Bridge in Rock Island, IL spans the Mississippi. It transports vehicles, rail, and pedestrians and is now largely
riveted.
95
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recently in 2019.97 Today, the bridge carries one lane of traffic eastbound, whereas from 1913 to 1964 (the date the
Harrison Bridge opened to carry westbound traffic) the Van Buren Bridge had two lanes, one for traffic in each
direction.98 Despite these modifications, many of which occurred within the period of significance, the visual
impression of the bridge, whether to users or spectators, is substantially as it was in 1913. The bridge has retained its
original function as a vehicular highway bridge for over a hundred years. The major change is that the swing span can
no longer open, although the bridge can convey this ability because the original pivot pier in the center of the span is
still present.
Setting
The Van Buren Bridge is adjacent and contributes to the Corvallis Downtown Historic District. The relationship of the
bridge to the City of Corvallis remains aesthetically and functionally largely as it was in 1913.
Workmanship
The Van Buren Bridge’s workmanship is still present, particularly evident in its steel trusses, both through and pony,
with pin-connected joints. Most of the trusses retain their original members, particularly on the main and secondary
spans. The workmanship of the concrete piers, both dumbbell and circular, remain intact. The bridge approaches have
had a few changes that do not materially affect the appearance or function of the bridge. The turning key and gears
used to open the swing span have been removed.99 The turning key is displayed at the ODOT Region 2, District 4
Office in Corvallis.
Materials
Most of the Van Buren Bridge’s truss members and pins are made of steel, and there could be wrought iron bridge
elements as well.100 Some cast iron was used in the swing span mechanism, namely the shoes upon which steel rollers
rested at each end of the swing span, one on top of each concrete pier.101 The deck, sidewalk, and sidewalk rail are
still timber, the deck having been paved with asphalt. There has been timber added to some of the secondary span
support areas, but these too have been reinforced with steel. The pivot pier supporting the swing span and the two
other piers, one on either side of the pivot pier, are concrete.102 The riveting in the eastern pony truss was most likely
added during the 1940 realignment and alteration of the east approach. Therefore, most of the Van Buren Bridge’s
materials are the same as those used at the time of construction.
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Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 1, 3;
ODOT, “Van Buren Bridge Advertisement Content”; ODOT interoffice email communication, Apr. 7, 2020. ODOT Bridge
Engineer Raymond Bottenberg, PE, SE describes some of the 2007 repairs to the floor system lateral bracing to address section
loss. As part of that process, rusted connection plates where the braces connect to the floor beam and post were replaced.
98
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 5-6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3; “New
Span to Carry Corvallis Traffic, Bids opened for Willamette Bridge,” Nov. 20, 1963, 20; Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren
Street Bridge.”
99
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 1, 3.
100
ODOT interoffice email communication, Apr. 7, 2020. ODOT Bridge Engineer Raymond Bottenberg, PE, SE states that one
eyebar may have been “substituted with wrought iron back during construction,” the others are steel.
101
Coast Bridge Company, Contract no. 131 drawing, “Machinery for Corvallis Draw,” (Salem, OR: Oregon Department of
Transportation, ca. 1912); Waymarking.com, “The Van Buren Street Bridge.”
102
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 6; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3.
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Feeling
Because the Van Buren Bridge has been in the same location since 1913 and still functions according to its original
use, it continues to convey the feeling that it would have had at its opening. There have been some modifications to
the deck materials, such as asphalt pavement covering its timber surface, and the addition of a thrie-beam rail to the
roadway, yet the basic experience of crossing the Willamette River through steel trusses is unchanged. There has also
been a traffic pattern change to the Van Buren Bridge—prior to the construction of the Harrison Bridge in 1964, both
eastbound and westbound traffic used the Van Buren Bridge, which carried one lane for each direction. Now, the Van
Buren Bridge carries one lane of eastbound traffic only—westbound traffic crosses the Willamette River over the
Harrison Bridge.
Association
The association of the Van Buren Bridge with the automobile transportation infrastructure in Corvallis, Benton and
Linn Counties, and the I-5 corridor within the Willamette Valley remains strong.103 Furthermore, the Van Buren
Bridge’s association continues with the Corvallis Downtown Historic District, being a key component of the area’s
transportation and development for over 100 years, facilitating the efficient movement of goods and travelers.
CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES









Crossing the Willamette River as a major vehicular artery to and from Corvallis.
Steel pin-connected Pratt and Parker through trusses and remaining Warren pony truss with wood deck
carrying vehicular traffic. These features include, but are not limited to, the structural members of the through
trusses, the structural members of the deck, the pins for connections of members, the eye-bars, and the use of
rivets for member fabrication.
Lamp black painted steel trusses.
Manually powered center pivot swing span carrying vehicular traffic. This feature includes but is not limited
to all components of the design and functionality of the span turning mechanism.
Dumbbell-shaped concrete piers. This feature includes the distinct shape of the concrete piers featuring
rounded ends joined by thinner, flat concrete creating a dumbbell shape.
Circular concrete center pivot pier. This feature includes all components of the material and design of the pier,
as well as all related components of the swing span mechanism.
Wood deck pedestrian sidewalk with wood railing. This feature is only present on the south side and includes
the plank sidewalk resting on steel brackets and beams with wood rails.

SIGNIFICANCE
Summary
The Van Buren Bridge is significant under NRHP eligibility Criterion A and C in the areas of Engineering, Social
History, and Transportation at the Local, State, and National levels. It is locally significant as the first crossing of the
Willamette River at Corvallis and its influence and support of the local economy as a county seat and commercial
trading hub. It is significant statewide as the third oldest extant crossing of the Willamette River, as the only example
of its structural type, as the first automotive swing span bridge in Oregon, for its aid in justifying the establishment of
the Oregon State Highway Commission due to questionable private-industry bridge construction practices, and for
103

Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 5; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 3, 7.
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representing one of the first opportunities for women to vote in Oregon. It is nationally significant as one of only two
extant pin-connected swing span center-bearing center pier manually powered vehicular bridges that remain in service
nationwide.
The Period of Significance
The period of significance begins with the completion of the Van Buren Bridge in 1913 in response to the increasing
need for more efficient cross-river transportation and ends in 1964, when the Harrison Bridge was constructed,
spanning the period the Van Buren Bridge served as the only crossing of the Willamette River in Corvallis.
Local Level
The construction of the Van Buren Bridge was described in contemporary accounts as essential to the ability of
Corvallis to function as a modern city and a place where goods and services could be traded and shipped with ease.
Even when the first vehicles to cross included wagon teams, the city newspapers stressed the importance of their
goods getting to market and the value of the farmers’ time. Its importance to the city is especially intense because
until 1964, it was the only crossing of the Willamette River in town. Even today, it is the main vehicular route east out
of the city. Throughout the first two decades of the 20th century, Corvallis experienced rapid growth relating to the rise
in vehicle ownership. Over a dozen auto and transportation-related businesses were built in Corvallis, many of which
are located at the foot of the Van Buren Bridge. The proximity of the bridge to such businesses undoubtedly supported
this growth in addition to other commercial activity, carrying cars and trucks over the Willamette River far more
efficiently than the ferry it replaced.
State Level
The Van Buren Bridge was built in Corvallis belatedly following the lead of other cities along the Willamette River,
such as Albany, Salem, and Portland, that had constructed steel bridges to replace ferries. Of the many bridges built
across the Willamette, the Van Buren Bridge remains as the third oldest extant crossing of the river. It is significant
statewide as the only example of a pin-connected vehicular swing span bridge constructed in Oregon.
The founding of the State Highway Commission in 1913 responded to the need for standardized bridge design and to
curb private industry malpractice in bridge sales and construction. Bridge brokers such as the Coast Bridge Company,
the designer for the Van Buren Bridge, were responsible for various instances of overcharging unknowing local
agencies and providing structures that were not well-suited to their site. In this light, the Van Buren Bridge was, in
part, a catalyst for the shift to a publicly managed road network and oversight of cost-estimating, contract
development, and bridge specifications, among other tasks charged to the State Highway Commission.
In November 1912, Oregon women were granted the right to vote, well ahead of the passing of the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution in August 1920, granting the same right to women nationwide. The City of Corvallis proposed a
bond measure to fund the remaining $2,500 necessary for completion of the Van Buren Bridge, a vote for which was
held on November 21, 1912 – only 16 days after women’s suffrage in Oregon was successful. This event marks one of
the earliest opportunities for women to vote in Oregon, a significant event statewide.
National Level
The Van Buren Bridge is one of two extant pin-connected swing span center-bearing center pier manually powered
vehicular bridges that remain in service nationwide, the other being the Saugatuck River Bridge in Westport,
Connecticut. Additionally, it is one of only six remaining pin-connected swing span vehicular bridges nationwide (see
Table 1).
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DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
The Van Buren Bridge is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criteria A and C and is significant in the Areas of
Engineering, Social History, and Transportation.
Engineering
The Van Buren Bridge is significant in the area of Engineering because of its distinctive manually powered center
pivot swing span and pin-connected steel truss members. These bridge engineering features are relatively rare now
because, over the course of the 20th century, they were superseded by other materials and techniques.
Social History
The Van Buren Bridge’s significance to Social History is in part through the history of Transportation because of the
great changes brought about by the adoption of the automobile and infrastructure development. Social History also
includes the women’s suffrage movement in Oregon. After a decades-long struggle, Oregon women won the right to
vote on November 5, 1912 and were allowed to vote on the successful City of Corvallis bond issue for the Van Buren
Bridge on November 22, 1912.
Transportation
The Van Buren Bridge is significant in the area of Transportation because it was the first bridge in the City of
Corvallis to cross the Willamette, replacing a ferry, and because it was built exclusively to carry automobiles.104 It
was thus a part of infrastructure modernization and the rise of automobiles for both freight and personal
transportation. Additionally, it embodies a distinctive structural type and method of construction, evident in the
manual-powered swing span and pin-connected trusses carrying vehicular traffic. The Van Buren Bridge has been a
key piece of transportation infrastructure ever since its construction.105
Criterion A – Events and Broad Patterns of History
The Van Buren Bridge is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Social
History at the local and state level for carrying vehicular traffic over the Willamette River in Corvallis, Oregon and
for representing an early opportunity for women to vote in Oregon.
Criterion C – Design, Construction, and Work of a Master
The Van Buren Bridge is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C in the areas of Engineering and
Transportation at the local, state, and national level for representing a distinct structural type and as a rare remaining
example of a pin-connected manual swing span vehicular bridge.

104
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Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 5, 7; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 6.
Beierle, Willamette River Bridge (Van Buren Street Bridge), 8, 11-12; Bunnell, Willamette River (Van Buren Street) Bridge, 4,
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Figure 2. Location of the Van Buren Bridge in Corvallis over the Willamette River, in red.

Figure 3. The Van Buren Bridge Section 106 boundary in red polygon,
encompassing its superstructure, deck, and substructure, without the east or west approach spans.
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Figure 4. Game day fans crossing the Van Buren Bridge in 1915, looking west
Note the timber cribbing to support the open swing span.
(OSU: P025:14269 1915)
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Figure 5. The Van Buren Bridge in 1923 with cribbing in place, looking southwest.
(Benton Co. Historical Society 1994-038.0755)

Figure 6. The Van Buren Bridge in 1935 with cribbing removed, looking northwest.
(OSU: HC3420 1935)
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Figure 7. Ferry crossing the Willamette at Corvallis, looking east.
(Benton Co. Historical Society 2003-101.0025)

Figure 8. The steamboat Grahamona on the Willamette at Corvallis in 1910,
three years before the Van Buren Bridge opened.
(OSU: HC0596 1910)
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Figure 9. Bridge Truss Types from “Common Historic Truss Designs in Oregon,”
Historic American Engineering Record, National Park Service,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., 1976.
(Burrow et al. 2013:xxii)
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Figure 10. Steel company names on Van Buren Bridge truss members.
(UO MNCH/OSMA 2020)
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Figure 11. Pin-connection of bridge truss members.
(Smith et al. 2018:19 Fig.4)
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Figure 12. Plan of the Van Buren Bridge.
(Contract No. 131, Coast Bridge Company ca. 1912)
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Figure 13. Plan of the swing span mechanism for the Van Buren Bridge.
(Coast Bridge Company ca. 1912)
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Figure 14. Plan of sections and rollers for the Van Buren Bridge.
(Coast Bridge Company ca. 1912)
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Figure 15. Plan of alterations to the east approach of the Van Buren Bridge.
(Oregon Highway Commission [ODOT], 1940)
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