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Project overview
Between North Albany and Corvallis, U.S. 20 is a 
rural two-lane highway with heavy commuter traffic 
of more than 18,000 vehicles per day. In addition to 
motorists, many bicyclists use this corridor. This safety 
improvement project’s purpose is to reduce crashes and 
increase visibility for all travelers using this portion of 
the highway.

In 2012, we conducted a Road Safety Audit of U.S. 20 
at Granger Avenue and Independence Highway. Low 
cost safety upgrades identified in this audit received 
funding to make improvements in areas with high 
crash rates. In 2016, we completed the U.S. 20 Highway 
Safety Study, and recommended a variety of safety 
improvements along this corridor, some of which were 
funded through Oregon’s House Bill 2017, also 
known as “Keep Oregon Moving.” Total funding 
for both phases is $28.2 million.

The project will be designed and constructed 
in two phases at different locations along U.S. 
20 between North Albany and Corvallis. The 
project team is currently designing Phase 
One, which includes the areas on U.S. 20 at 
Granger Avenue, Independence Highway 
and near Garland Nursery. 

A public meeting with more information 
about both phases of the project will be 
scheduled in 2020.

U.S. 20 at Granger Avenue and Independence Highway
Background
The intersections of U.S. 20 at Independence Highway 
and Granger Avenue have high rates of rear-end and 
turning crashes from vehicles making turns on and 
off U.S. 20. In addition to high traffic volumes and 
high speeds, there are no designated left turn lanes for 
vehicles turning from these local roads to accelerate 
into before merging onto U.S. 20. Right turn lanes aren’t 
long enough for vehicles turning onto the local roads. 
The lack of a buffer between the lanes on the highway 
and the right turn lane make it difficult to see oncoming 
highway traffic from local roads, which contribute to 
these crashes.  

Proposed Safety Upgrades and Timeline 
PHASE 1—DESIGN THROUGH 2021/CONSTRUCTION EARLY 2022
• At Granger Avenue and Independence Highway,

install longer buffered right turn lane (westbound), left
turn acceleration lane (eastbound), and bike striping
improvements.

• Near Garland Nursery, widen shoulders, add guardrail,
and rumble strips.

PHASE 2—DESIGN THROUGH 2022/CONSTRUCTION EARLY 2023
• From Scenic Drive to North Albany Road, widen

shoulders and add center two-way left turn lane.
• From Conifer Boulevard to Merloy Avenue, add center

two-way left turn lane.

Phase One Safety Upgrades
Proposed project elements in Phase One include 
installing designated left turn acceleration lanes in the 
medians of U.S. 20 at Granger Avenue and Independence 
Highway to help reduce crashes. Acceleration lanes 
with raised concrete traffic separators will help drivers 
make safer left turns from local roads and merge onto 
U.S. 20. The right turn lane will lengthen and a painted 
buffer will be added to U.S. 20 at Granger Avenue and 
Independence Highway.

These buffered right turn lanes will create better 
visibility for vehicles turning from local roads at these 
intersections. New bicycle striping and signing on the 
highway will help bicyclists navigate these intersections 
more safely.
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Neighborhood Meeting Coming in 2020
Stay tuned for information on our neighborhood meeting in 2020 to learn more about the conceptual designs 
and schedule for Phase One safety upgrades. The meeting will include a brief presentation about the project 
as well as an opportunity to ask questions and talk to the project team about project details.

Looking West:
Cross section view to 
show design of U.S. 20 
at Granger Avenue and 
Independence Highway 
after safety upgrades 
are made.

Aerial view to show 
design of U.S. 20 at 
Granger Avenue and 
Independence Highway 
after safety upgrades 
are made.

Left turn median 
acceleration lane to 
reduce traffic conflicts.

White striped buffered  
right turn lane to 
improve sight distance.

Low profile 
concrete traffic 
separator to 
designate a clear 
path to turn into.

Accommodations will be provided to people with disabilities and material can 
be made available in alternative formats. Please call Julie GaNung at 541-726-2578 
or call statewide relay at 7-1-1 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
ODOT is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action employer. 
Information is available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 
Julie GaNung at 541-726-2578 or call statewide relay at 7-1-1.  
ODOT does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission or access 
to our programs, services, activities, hiring and employment practices. 
Questions: 1-877-336-6368 (EEO-ODOT) or call statewide relay at 7-1-1. 

Questions or comments?  
Contact:
Julie GaNung
ODOT Project Manager
541-726-2578
julie.e.ganung@odot.state.or.us 

U.S. 20 at Garland Nursery 
Background
The area near Garland Nursery is within a curve on the road and 
there are road side obstructions such as trees, utility poles and ditches. 
These factors combined with vehicles turning on and off the highway 
from driveways and the proximity to the railroad crossing contribute 
to a high rate of rear-end collisions and vehicles driving off the road.

Phase One Safety Upgrades
Widening the shoulder, adding guardrail 
on the inside of the curve, rumble strips 
and other upgrades are proposed 
designs in Phase One to improve 
visibility and safety near Garland 
Nursery. 

Low profile concrete 
traffic separator
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