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Lane Council of Governments 
Florence-Eugene Intercommunity Route 

 

We would like to express our support for bus service between Florence and Eugene. 
Like many other seniors who live in Florence, we need to go to Eugene fairly often for 

shopping and doctors. It would be really great to have a professional driver at the 
wheel, especially as we continue to age. It would be safer for the public, and it would 

help reduce traffic on Highway 126. 
Patricia and 
Myles Swift 

We have lived in the Eugene and Florence areas since 1977, with the exception of a 
decade in Salem. Our desire to have public transportation between Eugene and 

Florence has been since our move to Oregon. We are now in our mid 70s, relocating to 
Florence full time. As we age, the drive between the two locations is tiring and an 

inconvenience. When we no longer drive, the cost for medical and recreational services 
to reach Eugene will be expensive without public transport. 

 
Please strongly consider initiating this needed service. 

Dr. Paul and 
Lonnie 

Saarinen 

This is so needed!! There are no rental cars agencies in Florence! You have to rent a 
pick up from U-Haul if you drive an older car and Dont want to risk getting stuck.  

 
All of us go to Eugene, either for Drs. Appts. Shopping, or visit family. This is crucial.  

 
Thanks for coming side ring thiss important transit system.  Donna Kurz  

I was expecting a formally constructed questionnaire, but here goes.  
 

Having been accustomed to the LTD service up the McKenzie, I would welcome such a 
gift here in Florence (which then was free for seniors). The drop-off points will be 

critical and I am sure the committee will choose them wisely. The station across the 
street from the public library was useful to us. For our population, River Bend, Slocum, 

Sacred Heart would be highly accessed, I believe. Then there would be the Valley 
River Center for the shoppers (which would require a circulator), maybe even an airport 

stop: what a boon!  
 

Thank you for making this happen. 
nan and don 

harvey 

Good Morning,  
I am writing to express my interest in such a bus route. I live in Florence, am 76 years 

old and have great difficulty getting to Eugene.  
 

This service would be most welcome.  
Thank you. 

Carol 
Strenkoski 

I am a 71-year old Florence resident who strongly supports the proposal to initiate bus 
service between Florence and Eugene. So many of us in my age group find it 

increasingly more difficult to make the drive between Florence and Eugene for a variety 
of reasons related to aging- vision, back pain, arthritis, stamina. As you may know, 

Florence services are limited. Many access medical services in Eugene. Veterans need 
to go to Eugene for services, both medical and administrative. The airport run costs an 

individual about $100 each way from private ride services. And young families are 
required to go to Eugene for many infant-children services like WIC subsidies. Bus 
service from Florence to Eugene, or even Florence to Veneta where riders could 

connect with Eugene buses would be a great help for our community and would keep 
some of us dangerous old folks off the road! Please consider this request.  

Suzanne Mann-
Heintz 

My husband and I have to go to Eugene for cancer treatments about twice per month 
and it certainly would be nice if there was some sort of transit system for us older folks 

JOHN G. 
MACHI  



to ride to Eugene for medical appointments, shopping, or other activities. Since most of 
us who live in Florence are senior citizens, it definitely would be helpful for all of us to 
have a transit line run from Florence to Eugene and back. Thank you for providing this 

e-mail reply system and please, please, work toward making this a reality. 

MARGARET A. 
MACHI 

Would be nice for those who cant drive lots of elders need to go to doctors and other 
things Patricia Brown 

This is outstanding news! It is something that has been needed for a long time. Will 
there be a central location for pick up and drop off? Beth Johnson  

I'm all for this route. It would need (roughly) scheduled stops at all the residential 
crossroads between Florence and Veneta. Robin Koontz 

Please consider the needs of working folks who would benefit from not driving between 
the two locations, older folks who have medical or mental health needs/appointments, 

and those who might want weekend travel between Eugene and Florence. 
Considerations would need to include parking as well as a connector bus or other 

transportation assist to various specific locations.  
 

We need this!! Florence needs a reasonable way to connect with Eugene resources 
(services, the arts, retail). Norma Wood 

I am so excited and hopeful about the possibility of public transport being available  
between Florence and Eugene as well as between Florence and Yachats.  

 
Thank you for taking my enthusiasm and support into account! 

B. Lynne 
Schwartz 

The florence connector route is a terrible idea. 126 is a dangerous highway and the last 
thing we need on it is a bunch of busses going around those tight corners and slowing 

down traffic Phillip 

We definitely need a way to bet to the coast that doesn't involve driving Mark Ross 

Even if it is just once or twice a week, it would be super to have bus service available 
for those of us who could go during the day, leaving Eugene in the morning and 

returning in the evening. Maybe have full fare to those of us who can afford it, offering 
coupons or discounts to those on a more limited income, especially someone going 

down to the coast to work part time.  
Thanks for making it happen! (I hope!) Carol Jo Horn  

Just wanted to write in again with support for this transportation service. We live in 
Eugene but also have a place in Florence, and sometimes my family needs to drive 2 
cars due to conflicting schedules. It would be great to be able to use one car, plus the 

bus option. Ditto for friends who come visit us.  
 

Beyond our particular situation, service between Florence & Eugene would help people 
without cars or who don't drive to enjoy both locations, or commute to work, while 
reducing car usage. Adding this route should provide economic benefits in both 

locations, environmental benefits, enhanced recreational benefits ("let's go to the 
beach!") and slow the increasing congestion on Highway 126 so improve traffic safety.  

 
I'm pleased that this project is a top priority; Thanks for your efforts. Janis Weeks 

What a wonderful idea. As a senior citizen who is uncomfortable driving transport to the 
coast would be wonderful. I haven't been to the ocean for a year or so because no one 
I know is driving that way. This may not seem important in the great scheme of things - 
commerce, medical visits, etc. but to portion of the population - who are usually silent 
and invisible - it is a thing that those who are young and / or physically able will have 

difficulty in understanding. Joan Enyart 

Hi,  
I am an occupational therapist in Eugene Oregon. I work with patients from Florence, 

 
 



often. Not having transport from Florence to Eugene and Eugene to Florence has been 
very difficult for many people. In addition, some older folks love the coast and would 

like the opportunity to visit. It is very important to their quality of life and to address their 
self esteem to be able to keep participating in their valued activities. I support 

Transportation Eugene Florence Florence to Eugene.  

 
 
 
 
 

Gena Edinger 

A vital link for the approximately 25% of population who are over 65 and cannot safely 
drive the round trip to/from the coast. As both those towns grow, they will have 

increasing amounts of retirees who will use this route. Not only will buses provide 
better access for recreation as well as for medical and other business purposes, but 
also will save the recurring expenses from vehicle accidents on Highway 126. Yes! 
25% of population is over 65 and can't safely drive the round trip...and many people 

moving here are retirees.  Robin Saxton 

I'm writing in support of establishing regular public transportation service between 
Florence and Eugene, including Mapleton. Rural west Lane County residents are 

currently marginalized due to the lack of public transportation options; this impacts 
education opportunities, jobs, health care options, social services, access to arts and 

culture, etc.  
Thank you for supporting this needed service! Susy Lacer  

I'm a resident of Lane County writing to offer a public comment on these STIF 
intercommunity discretionary funds projects. I got an update from Stephanie Sarles, the 

Siuslaw Vision Coordinator, this morning, and have been supporting them with an 
assessment and strategic planning this spring.  

First, thank you for keeping us informed. I'm excited to see the Florence-Eugene route 
high on the list. This has been a need in Lane County for a long time, especially 

because there are people on the coast who can't access medical care in central Lane 
because they can't afford a taxi that far (or an overnight stay due to the private bus line 

scheduling limitations.)  
For that route, it would be ideal if it offered weekend service as well as weekday (at 
least two Saturday runs). That could help reduce traffic on 126, support employment 
and foster more tourism, especially by allowing low-income families who work during 

the week and people who don't drive more opportunities to visit the coast. It's sad how 
many people I've spoken to in central Lane who can't visit the coast because they can't 

drive or don't own a car.  
It also seems important to have an early-morning run for people who might want to 

commute for work and/or have early appointments in the Eugene/Springfield area. If 
only one could be managed, perhaps the direction from Florence to Eugene would 

serve to connect more isolated residents with jobs and medical care in central Lane?  
 

For the Florence-Yachats Connector, I'd love to see an early morning run (both ways) 
added. I've spoken to several folks in the Siuslaw region who find that route to be 

mostly for shoppers and tourists, because they couldn't use it to get to work early in the 
morning. Otherwise the community seems thrilled with it. Andi Kemp 

One thing I forgot - could you please add a public comment requesting a Mapleton stop 
on the Eugene to Florence route? It would be so important for connecting communities 

on the Siuslaw river (upriver, as they call it) to those cities.  
Thank you! Andi Kemp 

Please consider this message as an expression of my overwhelmingly positive support 
for the Eugene / Florence public transit route discussed by transportation planner Kelly 

Clarke in the attached email message. John Brobst 

I have lived in Florence since 1971.I used to hitch hike to Eugene when I was young ad 
had no car.I'm older now,can't hitch hike.The bus we have is too expensive for many 
retired on a tight budget.We really do need this service,and I know it will be used by 

 
 
 



many folks who like me,maybe find driving that far tiring,and wearing. Please,give us 
this gift.Thankyou, 

 
Wende Jarman  

I am writing to you from my home in Richmond, British Columbia. Having grown up in 
Eugene, and having relatives in Oregon, I frequently travel down to Eugene and to 

Florence. The Oregon coast is so well known for its natural beauty and lovely climate, 
and many people from the lower mainland of British Columbia love to vacation there. 
We can now travel easily to the Willamette valley by train—but there isn’t easy public 
transportation to get to the coast. I think that a bus service which would be scheduled 
to service tourists visiting the Eugene/Springfield area could be very viable. University 
students, seniors, and others who are opting not to drive cars, and visitors to the area 

who travel by train, bus or air planes, all need a way to explore the Oregon coast. 
Florence could become a gateway for them, and a connecting service to Yachats 

would only make it better. I strongly support the introduction of bus, or train, service in 
the near future! 

Mary 
Risebrough 

Thank you for working to help the residents of Florence gain public transportation to 
Eugene. There are many reasons that this transportation is necessary including the 

need for medical care in Eugene. Many of our citizens must travel for specialized care 
to Eugene since it is not available in Florence. Also, many including myself go to the 

Hult for performances and we do not like to drive highway 126. Our residents would like 
to be able to get to the airport or train station without having to pay $100 each way. 
There are many shopping venues in Eugene which are not available in Florence. 

There would also be a benefit to residents of Eugene who would like to visit Florence 
but do not like to drive. 

Thank you for your help in making this transportation a possibility. Eunice 

This idea is GREAT!!!  
We seniors in Florence would definitely use this transportation. That would also be 

much safer and environmentally wiser. DeEtte Miller 

My name is Chris Hannegan and I work for White Bird Clinic, a Federally Qualified 
Health Center serving the unhoused population of Eugene. I hear that you are 

reviewing potential STIF projects. I’d like to recommend a transit option between 
Eugene and Florence, possibly with a stop in Mapleton or connections to other rural 

communities. As a grant writer, I’m familiar with the community priorities laid out in the 
Lane County Local Mental Health and Addictions Plan 2019 – 2021. Services in rural 

communities are a key point in the plan. While bringing more services into rural 
communities is important, it’s also important for rural residents to have a way to get to 
Eugene for specialty services. Not every agency and service in Eugene can spread 

throughout rural communities, so it’s important that people have the option to come to 
us. A bus route that allowed people to travel for work, education, medical 
appointments, and social services would help a broad range of people.  

Chris 
Hannegan 

We want to thank you for considering funding our proposal to establish a transit run 
between Florence and Eugene. This route would meet the needs of numerous groups. 

These groups would include; seniors in Florence needing to get to medical 
appointments in Eugene, commuters traveling in both directions, people seeking 

recreation options that they cannot access locally or LCC students needing to take a 
course at another campus. Responses to the public survey, looking at a 

Florence/Eugene bus route, indicated a strong desire for this route so that Florence 
residents could travel to and from the Eugene Airport by taking the bus into Eugene 

and then accessing the airport via taxi, saving money over a limo or taxi from Florence.  
A bus route between Florence and Eugene could also make Highway 126 a safer road, 
taking some high risk drivers off that road, especially, youth, seniors, distracted drivers 

and intoxicated drivers, particularly at the busiest times along that road. This is 
according to the APTA report, "The Hidden Traffic Safety Solution: Public 

Transportation".  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ken Rivernider  



For all of these reasons we strongly support the funding of the proposed LCOG transit 
route between Florence and Eugene.  

 
Once again, I'd like to thank you very much for considering the funding that will make 

this route a possibility. 

Thank you ODOT for your consideration of Lane Co. The Florence/Eugene connection 
is major because it brings the coast to I-5 and the Cascades. We need more coastal 

connections in central Oregon.  
With Eugene being arguably the fastest growing location in the state, connecting to a 
little recognized area like Florence is a boost that will be felt up and down the coast.  
Getting more people off a car crowded road to the coast by using public transit is a 

valuable project. A safer highway with this connection is a winner  Tom Dunn 

Travel Lane County is excited and fully supportive of the Florence-Eugene 
Intercommunity Route pilot project. This transportation link has long been sought after 
by locals and visitors and we are excited to see it piloted. The timing is excellent as our 
region will host the 2020 USA Track and Field Team Trials next summer and welcome 
over 190 countries to Eugene for the Oregon21 World Track and Field Championship 

in the summer of 2021. We urge PTAC to prioritize this pilot project highly and 
encourage the Transportation Commission to support funding for this import Lane 

County transportation link. Thank you. Andy Vobora 

 

  



Lane Council of Governments 
Florence-Yachats Connector 

 

What will fares to Florence/Yachats be when/if these go through by next year? Danna Whitney 

 

  



Tillamook County Transportation District  
NWOTA Website Trip Planner Enhancement Project 

 

Thank you for receiving comments regarding the STIF Discretionary/Statewide Transit 
Network Project Selection Committee's funding award recommendation to the Public 

Transportation Advisory Committee. 
 

Disclosure: Trillium, myself in particular acting as a staff member of Trillium, participated in the 
drafting of Tillamook County Transportation District's STIF discretionary grant application for 

"NWOTA Website Trip Planner Enhancement Project". Trillium is also a presumed technology 
partner in the project, and stands to benefit financially from the potential award of that grant. 

Trillium holds contracts with ODOT and affiliate agencies. 
 

I commend the STIF Discretionary/Statewide Transit Network Project Selection Committee's 
decision to award passenger-facing technology grants conditioned upon the coordination of 
the project. It is critical for the future of public transportation in Oregon that ODOT work to 
ensure interoperable systems that support quality user experiences even as riders cross 

administrative boundaries. 
 

I write in order to suggest two additional actions with regard to that coordination: 
1. Coordination between these projects will be most effective if it is substantive and 

begins early, preferably immediately after the awards, and prior to final scoping 
decisions being made or resulting RFPs being drafted or released. Trillium 

encourages a defined schedule of check ins between agencies, including some 
meetings in person. Trillium suggests that ODOT staff are present and contribute 

directly to these discussions. 
2. Coordination will yield benefits for Oregon transit riders and agencies--it will also 

require up front effort by those agencies and their contractors. It would be highly 
advisable to include additional funding to agencies to cover the costs of that 

collaboration. 
Trillium is an industry leader in modular, standards-based, open-architecture transit 

technology systems and consulting. We've participated in numerous multi-vendor projects, 
including the VTrans MOD Sandbox Demonstration project funded by a $480,000 grant by the 
FTA. In that project we coordinated with other grantees and VTrans vendors, and experienced 

first hand the effects of unplanned and unfunded collaboration. The project was highly 
organized, prepared, and successful within the group of partners that coordinated directly and 

frequently as part of the project work. However, the partners we did not bring in early and 
ensure fair compensation for were unable to perform some relatively smaller but important 

actions. While Trillium provided substantial additional effort beyond the budgeted scope of the 
project, not every company is willing to do this.  

 
We are excited to see the outcomes of the STIF discretionary process, and the many 
wonderful projects likely to be funded. Thank you for your consideration of the above 

Thomas 
Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lane Transit District 
Diamond Express Service  

I would like to participate in the public comment period of the July 1 PTAC meeting via 
telephone. Could you let me know the call-in information, or any other details needed to 

participate? My comments below. 
 

On behalf of Lane Transit District (LTD) we would like to request a change to the recommended 
5311(f) grant allotment for Diamond Express service, increasing the amount listed in the report 

to PTAC on STIF selection committee funding recommendations from $93,862 to $187,723. The 
reason for the needed change is likely due to administrative oversight, as the application and 

process for receiving 5311(f) funds is new to the upcoming biennium. The LTD STIF Committee 
and Lane Area Commission on Transportation (ACT) had put forward recommendations that 

included $187,723 in 5311(f) grant funds, which are in turn matched by $187,723 in other funds 
for the FY20 and FY21 biennium. The application materials submitted also state a minimum 
5311(f) grant award of $187,723 to allow the project to proceed. Following completion of the 
Lane ACT recommendation, the PTAC materials were created to reflect an award amount of 

$93,862, or half of the total amount recommended by the LTD STIF Committee on March 5th, or 
the Lane ACT on March 13th. LTD requests that PTAC increase the recommended award 
amount to $187,723 to reflect the recommendations of these committees, and to meet the 
minimum grant amount specified in LTD’s 5311(f) application to maintain service. LTD’s 
guidance from ODOT has been that the most appropriate method to make this change is 
through submission to public comment and through testimony at the July PTAC meeting. 

 
John 
Ahlen 



Tri-County Metropolitan Transit District of Oregon  
Friends of Frog Ferry Operations 

“I for one, support funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to determine the viability of a 
passenger ferry service for our region.” I have had some very interesting professional and 
non-professional discussions with local folks who will also be supportive in next steps 
forward.  
Thank You,  

John 
Moore 

“I support funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to determine the viability of a passenger 
ferry service for our region.” You may click on the “latest recommendation list” below and 
find #28, to learn more.  

Grant W. 
Thurston 

I am an enthusiastic believer in the Frog Ferry Project, and support funding to confirm the 
viability of a Vancouver - Portland passenger ferry service. 

Mea 
Hassell 

I support funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to determine the viability of a passenger 
ferry service for our region. 

Ashlynn 
Persing 

I’m writing to offer my wholehearted support for the Friends of Frog Ferry’s request for 
funding. Just over a hundred years ago the ferry service between Vancouver an Portland 
was shut down the same day that the interstate bridge opened for service. This move 
brought to an end a transportation mode that for thousands of years connected local tribes 
in trade, and that later served as our City’s most vital arterial. In the hundred years since, I 
believe we have lost a meaningful connection to our river in how we interact with it and how 
we utilize it to improve our connections to each other. Since the last feasibility study was 
conducted in 2006, Portland has transformed in jaw dropping ways. Our population is 
booming and our transportation grid is at or over capacity. We used our river as a natural 
highway since before recorded history. We have a natural resource that lies hidden in plain 
view—a vital component in our ongoing quest to solve our transportation puzzle. Our river-
ways are wide open, uncongested, and ready. This is a historic opportunity for the State of 
Oregon to embrace this resource that has been here long before us and that has long been 
overlooked.  
 
Please support the Frog Ferry!  

Allison 
Tivnon 

I support funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to determine the viability of a passenger 
ferry service for our region. Using our waterways is a logical next step in providing 
sustainable transportation options for our region Alan Bates 

I am the Chair of the Cathedral Park Neighborhood Association ("CPNA") in Portland. I, 
personally, and the Board of CPNA as an organization, strongly support funding the Friends 
of Frog Ferry Project, to determine the viability of a passenger ferry service for our region 

Jennifer 
Vitello 

I am writing to request your support for funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project. The 
$200,000 funding request for the Oregon Department of Transportation grant program from 
the Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund is vital to determine the viability of a 
passenger ferry service for our region. As a thirty year multi-modal transportation industry 
expert, I fully support funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project. I greatly appreciate your 
consideration of this vital funding request.  

Eileen 
Murche 

I am writing in support of the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to determine viability of a 
passenger ferry service in our region. 

Frank 
Grady 

Please use this email for my support in funding the Friends of Frog Ferry Project, to 
determine the viability of a passenger ferry service for our region.  
 
Thank you very much for considering this important project for our community.  

Bob 
Giraldi 

I hope you will support the visionary passenger ferry service project work by the Friends of 
Frog Ferry.  This project will help us to learn about the potential of bringing a new - and 

 
 



much needed - mode of transit to the region, help improve our environment, connect our 
communities, and build our city’s resiliency. 

Clarence 
Edwards 

As a North Portland Business person and a floating home owner who spends a lot of time 
on the river, I want to enthusiastically endorse the Friends of Fog Ferry request for research 
funding.  
 
This idea has been around for a very long time, but with the gridlock we now see in our 
region, any relief to freeway gridlock is warranted. Powered by green propulsion, fast 
moving vessels are available and can link important parts of our region with a smart, 
disrupting mode of transportation.  
 
I along with my company encourage you to support this well thought out request. Tom Kelly 

 



 

  





 

  













 

  



 





  



 

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation  
La Grande Arrow, Walla Walla Whistler, Hermiston Hop

per, 

Pilot Rocket Services 



 

  



 

 

 




