
Fact Sheet: Why the Oregon State Rail Plan is Important 

The Oregon State Rail Plan provides a framework for rail investments that benefit economic 
development, daily commutes and the environment.

The plan serves as the primary document for state and federal investments in Oregon rail projects. 
It is crucial for applying for state and federal grants.  

Having a thorough, robust plan helps Oregon compete against other states applying for limited 
federal funding. In many instances funding opportunities arise quickly and having the plan in place 
ensures the state is ready and able to apply.

This plan is crucial for meeting growing or changing transportation option needs, improving supply 
chain efficiency, and helping meet Oregon’s climate goals via reduced highway congestion and 
pollution.

For more information please contact: Bob Melbo, State Rail Planner at  
Robert.I.MELBO@odot.oregon.gov

Did you know?




