Historic Columbia River Highway

Advisory Committee Meeting
Meeting will take place via Zoom – Information below
Login online: https://tinyurl.com/HCRHAC-920
Meeting ID: 949 7657 8042
Password: HCRH_AC
Call in (does not require internet): 1 (669) 900-6833
Meeting ID: 949 7657 8042#
Thursday, September 24th, 2020
12:30 PM – 1:00 PM Begin call/sign-in testing for video and
audio connections
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Advisory Committee Meeting
AGENDA:
Time
1:00 PM
1:05 PM
1:10 PM
1:15 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

Agenda Topics
Call to Order
Opportunity for the public to comment on any item
not on the agenda*
Approval Minutes

Presenter
Arthur Babitz, Chair

Mitchell Point Crossing
Viento to Mitchell Point design
Segments G&H Design
Oneonta Tunnel Restoration
Multnomah Falls Viaducts
State Trail funding update
• NSFLTP
• FLAP
Staff Updates
• Wa Na Pa Street Improvements
• Rowena Loops Guardrail repair
• Maintenance Update
• Toothrock Viaduct Slide Mitigation
• Gorge Management Plan Update
• Future meetings
o December 17, 2020
• State Trail Completeness Progress

Matt, Kevin, Molly

Arthur Babitz, Chair

Terra/Matt Miller

ODOT

2:30 PM

2:45 PM
3:00 PM

Updates
• Friends of the Historic Columbia River
Highway
• OPRD
• Travel Oregon – Goodbye to Kristin!
• USFS
• WFLHD
Committee Round Table
Adjourn

Various

All

Public comment will be accepted prior to the meeting and during the meeting itself.
*If possible, please contact Roxane Glynn at Roxane.GLYNN@odot.state.or.us or 503-731-3246 to
indicate that you’d like to provide public comment during the meeting, and we will do our best to
call on you during the public comment period.
If you’d like to share your testimony, please submit written testimony via email to
Roxane.GLYNN@odot.state.or.us, phone 503-731-3246, or regular mail 123 NW Flanders Street,
Portland, OR 97209. Comments received after the meeting will be shared with committee members.

December Agenda items
-

Cascade Ave Streetscape Plan

Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee
2020 Work Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The Final Five Miles Engineering – in process
Mitchell Point to Hood River State Trail funding
Multnomah Falls Viaducts Railroad Coordination – in process
Columbia Gorge Express –Year 4
Eagle Creek Stairway Replacement
Congestion and Safety Plan Implementation Projects
Gorge Commission Management Plan Update
Historic Guardrail Research/Analysis and speed zone analysis
Twin Tunnels Safety Improvements Implementation
Larch Mountain Slide – Funding
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Summary
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Others Attending:

Arthur Babitz, Chair
Wayne Stewart, Vice chair
William Pattison (shown as Bill Pattison)
Judy Davis
Ernie Drapela
Francie Royce
Rian Windsheimer (ODOT)
Marc Berry
Mark Stevenson (OPRD)
Kristin Dahl
Terra Lingley (ODOT)
Katelyn Jackson (ODOT)
Roxanne Glynn (ODOT)
Jeanette Kloos, FHCRH
Kathy Fitzpatrick, MCEDD
Valerie Egon, ODOT
Jennifer O’Donnell
Zoie Wesenberg, Rep. Blumeneauer office
Malcolm
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AJ Zelada
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Jonathan Maus
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Skyler L.
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Rajiv Batra
Kaylee
Jason Kelly, ODOT
Lynn Burditt, USFS
David Wyatt
Patty Fink, CAT
David Duncan
1

Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
August 10, 2020
Zoom

Call to Order
Arthur Babitz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. and invited the public to comment on items
not on the agenda.

Welcome
Public Comment
None

Approval of Minutes
The Committee approved the minutes.

Discussion of letter
Kristen Dahl recommends we broaden the approach to think of the Historic Highway through the
complete streets lens. This is a NASHTO concept to designs streets for all modalities.
U.S. DOT information on Complete Streets: https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/completestreets
Lynn Burditt via chat: would also like to have folks remember the history and foundation of the Historic
Highway. From a cultural perspective, we have strong concerns that the proposal as written does not
align with the original purposes of the Historic Highway.
Lynn Burditt Live: Channeling Marge Dryden -- It was a real concern to take away the ability for people
to use the area with cars, as this highway was built with cars in mind. This could go against the cultural
aspect of the Highway.
Rian via chat: I'm not sure complete streets is the direction the committee wants to go. As I understood
the discussion to date, we're suggesting that we don't want personal vehicles in some areas or at certain
times. Also not sure we want to add sidewalks, etc. Seems like we want to talk about which modes we
want to prioritize, not accommodate all at once.
Rian live: I wanted to bring us back we talked about how as this segment becomes more of a bicyclist
and pedestrian draw and the need for safety for all modes, considering restricting modes or certain
times. When I think of Complete Streets model, I think of adding sidewalks, and how do we
accommodate all users in a balanced way, more of all the time as opposed to restricting at peak times,
which is what the letter currently says. I would caution us against leaning into a certain specific
approach. We want to get to this process where we talk about priorities and how to accommodate users
differently. We also talked about maybe using the I-84 lot as a transit hub, or maybe that is where the
cars go and the highway becomes bicycle and pedestrian all the time. That’s not a balancing, that’s a
prioritization exercise.
Ernie: I read through Kristin’s material rather quickly, and it seems like a kind of an urban design for a
country road. I don’t know if that’s a good interpretation, but some things work better in an urban
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setting than others. The history of the Highway is more of a country road and I’m trying to strike a
balance of good design.
Wayne: I didn’t know anything about Kristin’s comments until this morning, so I haven’t had a chance to
look at it. I’m concerned that it came in so late. I’m not sure we can deal with it today – maybe could be
an agenda item for a future meeting. As Ernie suggested, we’re in a country road situation, it’s a scenic
road, slow speed automobile traffic is where is started. Trying to convert it to all users, from a historic
standpoint, I’m not sure It’s going to work very well.
Arthur: Interested to hear Kristin’s response.
Kristin: I don’t think you have to adopt the language or say you will design to a standard. Complete
Streets is not prescriptive. By and large the takeaway would be to broaden the language in the letter to
incorporate hikers and pedestrians, it would be helpful. We talk about it, but I don’t see it in the
language of the letter. I was not thinking of an urban on the highway, but how we could support the
mobility of all users.
Wayne: We have a 2-lane narrow highway. It will accommodate motorists well at slow speed. It does
not accommodate pedestrians very well, and certainly doesn’t accommodate persons with disabilities.
Trying to broaden it for all those users would be difficult. There are sharp curves, steep cross slopes that
make it difficult. The Highway will not be able to accommodate those users.
Arthur: What sections of the Historic Highway are we talking about?
Francie: In my view, I thought we were talking about Crown Point to Ainsworth, the “Waterfall
Corridor.” There are some sections where no cars are allowed and I do see pedestrians. I think we
should focus on the most congested section (Waterfall Corridor).
Arthur: what changes would you make to the letter?
Francie: I don’t see a change needed here. It seems delineated in the letter at the beginning, specifically
Portland Women’s Forum to Ainsworth State Park. No change needed.
Lynn in chat: as a National Historic Landmark we need to ensure that we align with the objectives and
features - whether Kristin's suggestion - or the committee focus on converting to transit and bicycle the committee should assess the ramifications.
Lynn live: As I read the letter, there are many things I agree with. I’m concerned we’ve lost site that the
Historic Highway is a National Historic Landmark and the features that contribute to it designated it as
such. I don’t see that reflected or even mentioned in the letter. Giving the USFS’s role, I wanted to
daylight that that is a perspective we will continue to share. If a conversation does occur with the
Director, we’d like to be invited or like to have the option to make sure we understand how those
elements are going to be incorporated.
AJ Zelada in chat: There are short-term pedestrian uses of the highway from their parking along the road
to sites e.g. specific falls.
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Rian in chat: I agree that keeping our suggestions at a high level is good. I'd like us to not try to solve the
problem in the letter, but to instead make the Director and the OTC aware of the issue(s) and our desire
to see ODOT work with USFS, Parks, the committee, county and other though a planning process to
identify barriers, solutions and access. Encouraging ODOT to engage with the Congressional offices in
seeking funding to identify solutions and conduct the NEPA necessary to implement them. It's also
putting the Department on notice that car centric isn't working and we need to think boldly.
Rian live: I really appreciate the committee wanting to take extra time and have conversation today. I
really like this second draft and it puts it into perspective what the committee is seeing. I think what the
committee is trying to express to the Director at a high level is that just allowing personal vehicles is not
working and we need to figure out how to accommodate a large number of bikes/peds. Those modes
need to be a priority over motor vehicles, because we’ve tried to figure out how to accommodate both
safely and it’s not working. To say we want ODOT to think boldly about access and management in the
Gorge, we want to advocate for resources, Blumenauer’s office is on the line and they have expressed a
high degree of interest in how we manage this into the future. We’re at the point where we’re ready to
think differently. We may need to go through a NEPA process to account for and document the
tradeoffs. This is not something that the Advisory Committee is going to solve on their own. It’s not
something ODOT is going to solve on its own. Expressing the concerns in this corridor and the need to
address in the next 10 years. This letter puts ODOT on notice: ODOT, with its partners needs to take a
broader look for a plan that outlines the concerns in this letter. I think we need to keep it higher level to
leave the door open to a well-funded approach to accomplish the objectives. Need to start with the
outcomes instead of the details on how to get there.
Kristin: I like what you shared.
Arthur: I don’t think I heard you say this letter isn’t high enough level. Should it be at a higher level?
Rian: What I meant was I think we have it as a high level --- appropriate level – but I’m hearing the desire
for specific solutions. I think we should resist that to the level that we can to keep the door open.
Arthur: Should we change the letter to be clearer this is a request to initiate the process rather than an
answer?
Rian: I’d love a concluding paragraph that notes partners have an interest and how to move this project
forward. Here’s the kind of outcomes we’d like to achieve, and there are efforts out there. Less about
another plan, but articulate the outcomes to help the other efforts to move us forward.
Kristen: Something that could work fairly simply is adding in the outcomes and the vision a little more
solidly. You could still include a lot of specific tactics but couching them in some of the things the
committee has discussed.
Arthur: Comment on Rian’s proposal to add a paragraph denoting this is the initiation of the
conversation, then determine how specific the items need to be.
Judy: The only way we’re going to do this is to work with partners. I think it’s important to include
language that we need funding from the state and Federal government to get a process going.
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Rian in chat: Yes! These are ideas we think have merit, but they may not function exactly this way, and
there may be other elements not listed here, but these are conceptual ideas we'd like to see explored.
Francie: Rian’s suggestion and Judy’s comment does step back a bit from what we have in this letter. I’d
like to hear what people think about stepping back. I think we should include these specific suggestions
as items that the committee has been discussing as specific ideas to consider. To let whoever reads this
letter to know we have had discussion and ideas. I hear what you’re saying, Rian, that there’s lack of
funding on ODOT’s part to engage in a process to make this happen and manage it with these specific
suggestions.
Rian: Of course, I’m always concerned about funding, but that’s not my main point. I think this effort
needs to happen at a higher level than ODOT. I think it’s more likely to be an approach that involves all
of the partners. I was using the word could instead of should. It’s not ODOT’s discretion to manage all of
the things involved. It’s a Columbia Gorge Commission level action. We need to go through a process
and see how these things fit together. I lean toward it’s going to be a NEPA process led by someone,
probably not ODOT although we’d want to be a part of it to determine how the land will be managed
and the transit and all of it. Having a Federal bill saying ODOT, USFS, everyone get together and discuss
these issues is a good first step, and hopefully supplying some funding to do a study right. This isn’t just
changing the road and ODOT acting on its own.
Arthur: You need buy in, without that, you can say what you want to happen, but it won’t happen. I
agree with Rian that I would step back, to have a request to have the conversation and create that buy
in. We’re talking about a philosophical change. We don’t have the structures internally to allow us to
exhaustively consider the ramifications. I want this letter to ask for a higher-level discussion.
Bill Pattison: I agree with Rian. We have a lot of directions but we are not traffic managers. To go into
details on exit 31 and everything else, it will come later in the management. The concept will be
paramount future actions.
Kristin: All of the changes that you walked through strengthen it. I will reaffirm what I was trying to
share earlier of just broadening this out. I do feel there’s a missing piece of the desired visions and
outcomes the committee would like to see. I believe this should go up front, with broader, higher level
outcomes what we’d like to see in this corridor. The second piece, would be to tease out what Lynn had
mentioned on the values as a National Historic Landmark– to unpack that a little. I think what’s missing
is a vision of what the committee would like to see. I know we’ve done this exercise before. We’d like to
see the highway used my multiple users, a reminder of what this highway is and the cultural values. I
view this as a letter to other agencies as well.
Rian: I view this as a letter to ODOT director, as we advise him, with a copy to partners and ask him to
pull together applicable partners. Also to engage with Congressional delegations.
Wayne: My concern is that we’ve been doing this for 6 years but we’re hearing the same things about
other agencies getting together. No one wants to take responsibility. I’m tired of inaction. If we broaden
this thing too much, we’re going to lose track of what our charge is, which is the Historic Highway.
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Francie: I think we should ask the Director to take the lead, not engage. The Director should take the
lead in moving this conversation forward. The Director can figure out how to proceed. Specifically
speaking to Lynn’s point, I do think the letter could use some language specifically addressing this is a
National Historic Landmark and the efforts are to preserve and protect the landmark and the values.
Mark Stevenson: Good conversation. Rian is spot on in his intent. Starting with all of our focus, all of our
authority, comes from the ODOT director. If you sent it to other directors, they would say this should
start with ODOT. It’s time to get something done, but don’t forget the value of all the great work that
has been done, all of the partnerships and coordination that has happened and is ongoing.
Rian in chat: Some well-funded consultants that have the time and expertise to work with all parties and
the public to explore these concepts, understand the challenges of historic landmarks, the scenic area
etc. can be overcome to achieve desired outcomes and ensure we get good public involvement is what
we need.
Rian live: I don’t have any problem asking us to be a lead.
Arthur: Terra will smooth the edges so we can move it forward without meeting again. Nothing
substantive could be done outside of a meeting. Have we covered the substantive issues to ask staff to
polish it up?
Motion for staff to finalize the letter and prepare it for signature, and to authorize chair to sign on
behalf of the committee – Judy. Kristin, second.
Ernie: There are two things I’d like to put on the agenda for the next meeting. Do we have vehicle count
for the waterfall section absent tourism? TL: no.
Wayne: Last Friday, WSP was supposed to have work 100% at turned into WFL for the bidding process
for Mitchell Point. Arthur: when does it go out to bid?
Terra: bids start end of this year and bid award is early next year – WFL.
Wayne: DEA, the consulting firm for Viento to Mitchell, they’re at 95% complete and will be in holding
position to see how the bids come in for Mitchell Point and how the financials are doing and if there’s
any money that can be moved over to Viento to Mitchell.

Committee Round Table
Meeting adjourned at 2:23 p.m.
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To: Arthur Babitz, Chair, Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee
Terra Lingley, ODOT, Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Coordinator
Subject: Advisory Committee meeting 13thAug, 2020: Non-Agenda Comment
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
A resident of Hood River County, I depend on an array of public transit services for most travel: locally inCounty, to other Gorge communities, and to / within Portland. Lacking access to a vehicle (accounting for
around 111,000 one-way trips reported in the CGE Performance Report Card), I appreciate the ability to
travel, in all seasons, within the County, throughout the Gorge, and around Mount Hood. Needless to say
– the envisioned transit expansions within our county and across the Gorge region are eagerly
anticipated.
The comments below revolve around “Meeting our goals” applicable to Hood River County.
1. Improving transit access to recreation destinations between East Multnomah County and The
Dalles.
The overarching purpose of the Gorge initiative is admirable: to move people to and through the
Gorge without use of the personal vehicle. In glancing through plans for the last five miles of the State
Trail project in Hood River County - I am left wondering how hundreds, if not thousands of transit
dependent people like me, along with residents or visitors who choose not to drive, could experience
the existing parks, recreation offerings and upcoming new bike/hike trail segments?
1. Mitchell Creek:
When this trail segment opens to the public, could I take public transit to/from Viento
State Park and Trailhead? Would the transit stop be located within the project improved
car parking area, or on Frontage Road alongside the State Park? (Since summer 2016,
public transit service operates on I-84 / US 30.)
2. Trail Segment F - Mitchell Creek to Mitchell point Tunnel:
When this trail segment opens to the public, could I take transit at or near the proposed
plaza west of the portal?
How would future transit service be physically accommodated at the recreation
destinations above? It is reported that construction plans for Segments E and F are
nearing completion.
3. Trail Segment H - Ruthton Point and Park to Hood River:
What is the status of preliminary design for this trail segment?
How would future public transit service be accommodated at or near the project
improved trailhead?
At the dedication of the State Trail summer 2019, though arrangements were in place to
park and ride the shuttle to various venues -the transit dependent had to miss this
opportunity.
Connecting trail and transit is not a new idea or practice in the Gorge. In Cascade Locks, public transit
operates adjacent to the downtown segment of the HCRH State Trail: there is a designated bus stop,
along with bike / pedestrian connections to the HCRH Trailhead at Bridge of Gods. Until the COVID
shutdown, Multnomah Falls plaza and HCR Highway are 2-3 minutes walk from the Gorge Express bus
stop. If not already remedied in final plans, it is expected the oversight at the new State Trail project
would be rectified.

2: Cascade Avenue / Hwy 30 - Hood River
Disconnected portions of HCRH State Trail within Urban Areas
Due in large part by “Car Centric” development pattern around the ODOT corridor
In moving forward on the above – does the Policy and Program basis, at the core of ODOT’s
design process, address City Planning Commission recommendations for Westside Area
Concept Plan Streets and Transit Framework? (Website link below).
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57d6ff43b3db2b05abe4b191/t/5d51c5aae459010001df843
b/1565640112489/PC+DRAFT+Recs+for+Streets+Transit+Ped+Bike+Park+Open+Space+File+2
018-07+-+8-19-2019.pdf
A copy of the Columbia Area Transit CAT Testimony, 5thJuly, 2019 is attached.
3: Transit Accessibility
A recent transit-oriented study in a Gorge community finds that even though transit service operates
regularly, end-to-end throughout the community, transit coverage is nominal and local accessibility is
hindered. In the neighborhood around the bus stop, there are barriers to bike & pedestrian access to the
bus stop. Interestingly, there is potential to generate new riders, by widening the reach of transit service
offered, in the near term and long term.
In viewing all this through my professional lens, I remain cautiously optimistic the State Trail, along with
the envisioned transit enhancements in Hood River County, would enable us getting to a wider range of
destinations than is possible in our communities today.

Rajiv Batra,
Parkdale, OR

ValuingTransit Service Quality Improvements
Considering Comfort and Convenience In Transport Project Evaluation
Todd Litman Victoria Transport Policy Institute
Travel time values (the cost people place on time they spend traveling) are affected by comfort and

convenience. Transit travel time values are particularly sensitive to waiting area conditions.
This report investigate the value travelers place on qualitative factors such as comfort and convenience,
and practical ways to incorporate these factors into travel time values for planning and project evaluation.
Conventional evaluation practices generally assign the same time value regardless of travel conditions,
and so undervalue comfort and convenience impacts. Yet, a quality improvement that reduces travel
time unit costs by 20% provides benefits equivalent to an operational improvement that increases
travel speeds by 20%. This report recommends specific travel time value adjustments to account for
factors such as travel and waiting comfort, travel reliability, and real time transit vehicle arrival information.
It describes how service quality improvements can increase transit ridership and reduce
automobile travel.
A summary of this report was published in the Journal of Public Transportation, Vol. 11, No. 2, Spring 2008, pp. 43-64; 28May 2015

Concept Planning: Fostering Creativity and Technical Excellence
concept planning is necessary, but not sufficient, to realize the vision for________________________.
also bring the insights and experience necessary to help pin-point what is possible today, what could be
expected within the next 3-5 years, and what would be needed to proactively shape the future.
core values of how we practice our work:
Inspiration:
• Creating conceptual schemes that are authentic to the context of community, its people, the climate
and geography.
• To help determine the order, look, feel and character of the physical environment, we would
suggest benchmarking and peer projects from across Oregon,
• Examples would be gathered to illustrate comparable goals and aspirations.
Avoid overpromising: underscore and sufficiently describe their constraints.
Synchronization: Creating conceptual schemes that are underpinned on the bases of economic viability,
environmental betterment, and cultural / social opportunity. To synchronize the technical work, we
anticipate organizing and facilitating up to three (3) studio sessions / workshops with the project team to
set the framework and parameters for the tasks, activities and deliverables to be produced.
Integration:
• Creating conceptual schemes that systematically address and integrate complex urban systems,
such as infrastructure/ transport facilities and adjacent building / parcel uses; real estate and
social services, financing and policy hurdles.
• expand understanding of the site and vicinity as “place”, including its inherent and latent qualities.

“Barriers”

Toward assuring a more successful absorption of transit in Gorge communities, (including transit routes,
stops, , operations, and passenger facilities and amenities), it is important to understand the historical
barriers and to methodically address those barriers either through outright removal or mitigation.
Barriers tend to fall into one of five families and include physical, market, financial, regulatory, and
political. This is not at all a “negative process,” rather, it is dealing head on with reality and realistically
addressing what needs to be changed or fixed in order to assertively attract significant investment and
quality development into around the transit line and stations
There is room for adjustment of transit system design within Cascade Locks: Potential to generate new
riders by widening the reach of transit service offered-in the near term and longer term

Providing public comment CAC Meetings Online
During the meeting:
There will be opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting.
Attendees will be muted. The Advisory Committee will provide opportunities for public comment. If
you have a question or comment you can:
•

Use the "raise hand" option. You will be able to un-mute your microphone. Please introduce
yourself and ask your question or provide your comment.
o

•

If you are attending by phone, dial *9 to raise your hand. Dial *6 to mute/unmute your
microphone.

Use the chat option to type your question or comment

CAC

The Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee includes representatives from ODOT,
OPRD, the State Historic Preservation Office, and the Oregon Tourism Commission (Travel
Oregon). Six private citizens are on the committee, two from each of the three counties (Multnomah,
Hood River and Wasco) -- one appointed by the Governor and one appointed by each county.
Representative County/Org
Position
Arthur Babitz
Hood River County
Chair
Wayne Stewart
Multnomah County
Vice Chair
William Pattison Hood River County
Francie Royce
Wasco County
Judy Davis
Wasco County
Ernie Drapela
Multnomah County
Arthur Babitz
Hood River County
Kristin Dahl
Travel Oregon
Chrissy Curran
Oregon State Historic Preservation Office
Mark Stevenson Oregon Parks & Recreation Department
Rian Windsheimer Oregon Department of Transportation
Terra Lingley
ODOT Staff--Scenic Area Coordinator
Art Carroll
Emeritus
Marc Berry
Emeritus

Oregon Department of Transportation staff for the committee is Terra Lingley.

The Oregon Legislature created the Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee in
1987 (ORS 366.550) to make recommendations ODOT and OPRD concerning the Historic
Highway.
Membership includes representatives from ODOT, OPRD, the State Historic Preservation
Office, and the Oregon Tourism Commission. Six private citizens are on the committee,
two from each of the three counties (Multnomah, Hood River and Wasco).
Arthur Babitz has filed for election to the Hood River County Board of Commissioners, on the May 19
Primary Ballot.
Babitz, a self-employed engineer and member of the Hood River City Planning Commission,
served three terms as Hood River Mayor from 2008-14 and was a member of City Council before that.

Hi Rajiv,
Apologies for the delayed response – I’ve been traveling a lot for work meetings.
Thanks for attending the Historic Highway Advisory Committee meeting last month and reaching out to
express your interest – I’ve added you to the mailing list for the e-newsletter, which comes out roughly
quarterly, two weeks ahead of the Advisory Committee meetings, and also when we need to
communicate important information.
For the Multnomah Falls Pedestrian circulation plan, I don’t have a digital copy, but I have a hard copy I
can send to you. I have your physical address and will put a copy in the mail to you tomorrow when I’m
back in the office.
The Congestion Vision is from an Advisory Committee member as suggestions for what ODOT
could/should do on the Historic Highway, but you may have picked up at the meeting that there’s not a
consensus about the approach, or whether it is even achievable for ODOT. However, we’ve been looking
at congestion and safety for the past couple of years, and the final report is on the website
here: https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=HHCP
There are short, medium, and long-term projects within the Congestion and Safety Plan that I’ve been
working on steadily to implement. The existing conditions and outreach plan (in the Project Documents
section of the website) have a lot of the information you were asking for. The study area is pretty limited
to the Portland Women’s Forum to Ainsworth State Park, past Multnomah Falls.
The Advisory Committee has been reviewing the design for the final five miles of the Historic Highway
State Trail throughout the process. You can find the notes and agendas from prior Advisory Committee
meetings online here: https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Regions/Pages/HCRH-AdvisoryCommittee.aspx - expand the “meetings” heading to see all of the prior discussions.
You can also review the full permit that is in to Hood River County here:

http://hrccd.co.hood-river.or.us/images/uploads/documents/1__Historic_Highway_State_Trail_EF_NSA_Permit_Application_8-22-19.pdf
Or go to http://hrccd.co.hood-river.or.us – Click departments, click planning and zoning, scroll

down to the Important Land Use actions sections, and click on the link: Application 415-19-0162_PLNG
As for comments, they can be sent online at the same general website under the “contact us” above.
Thanks,

Terra Lingley Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Coordinator

Design progress updates
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VIENTO STATE PARK TO MITCHELL POINT

RUTHTON POINT TO HOOD RIVER

Length: 2.7 miles

Length: 1.6 miles

State Trail.

Schedule:
Design remains in early
stages as we pursue funding
opportunities for construction.
Later this year, we plan
to apply for the Nationally
Significant Federal Lands and
Tribal Projects program call for
projects. Some investigation
and exploration work is
anticipated to take place soon.

This segment of trail will
extend eastward from Mitchell
Point on Mitchell Point Drive,
cross underneath I-84, and
proceed east to Hood River.
We will build a trail on the
north side of I-84 to connect
with Ruthton Park, including
restoring a section of original
Historic Highway.

Schedule:
Design continues through
early 2021. Hood River
County approved the National
Scenic Area permit. We plan
to begin construction in 2022.
Overview:
This segment of trail
connects the existing
Historic Highway State Trail
at the Viento Trailhead to
Mitchell Point and includes
reconnecting 0.67 miles
of original sections of the
Historic Highway.
The project includes
upgrades to the Viento

Trailhead and improvements
to the South Viento State
Park Campground, including
a new restroom. This
segment of trail will cross
Perham and Mitchell Creeks
with two bridges with a
look consistent with recent
projects.
Construction of this trail
segment will be challenging
along the steep slopes
and close proximity to the
freeway. A mix of rockfall
fences and rockfall mesh will
be installed on six slopes
adjacent to trail and I-84 with
large cranes or helicopters to
improve safety for trail and
interstate users.

Overview:
Just west of the City of Hood
River, a section of the Historic
Highway with world-class views
of the Columbia River Gorge
awaits to be reconnected as
part of the Historic Highway
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Plans currently include
replacing the narrow and short
undercrossing under I-84 with a
new undercrossing just west of
the existing location. The likely
design would retain one-way
vehicle traffic with a separated
two-way path for trail users.

Future State Trail
[Funded]

Future State Trail
[Funding needed]
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A historic photo overlooking the Columbia Gorge from Ruthton Point.
Mitchell Point Drive
No parking signs are planned for along Mitchell Point Drive and
signs on I-84 indicating there is no access to the Mitchell Point
Tunnel. Additional treatments to reduce improper parking could
include physically blocking areas used to park, adding a fog line to
allow for law enforcement to tow improperly parked vehicles, and, if
needed prior to finishing construction of all trail segments, installing a
temporary gate or fence east of the Mitchell Point Tunnel to deter trail
users parking on Mitchell Point Drive to access the tunnel.
Construction schedules are subject to change.

Mitchell Point and Morton
Road Neighbors,

(Summer 2020 newsletter)

There have been many developments
for the Historic Columbia River Highway
State Trail since we last met in May of
2018 and asked for your feedback on
three design alternatives for the Mitchell
Point Crossing.
After that meeting, in June 2018, the
Historic Columbia River Highway
Advisory Committee endorsed the 570foot tunnel and trail option, which was the
most popular alternative we heard from
the community.
Since then, the tunnel has been fully
designed. Please see more information
inside. We expect to break ground in
2021.
There are two other segments of the
Historic Highway State Trail in design.
Design for Viento State Park to Mitchell
Point is nearing completion and
construction could occur as soon as 2022.
For the Ruthton Point to Hood River
segment, we are actively pursuing
funding opportunities for construction.

Construction on the
Mitchell Point Tunnel
begins in 2021.

Design continues on
the remaining five
miles of the Historic
Columbia River
Highway State Trail.

123 NW Flanders
Portland, OR 97209

We hope the enclosed information helps
answer some questions you may have.
If your property is impacted by any of the
projects, the project team will be in touch
with you directly.

Questions? 			
				

Historic Mitchell Point Tunnel and viaduct from the Columbia
River.

Please reach out to us with any questions. Take care.
Sincerely,
Terra Lingley & Katelyn Jackson

Contact Terra Lingley at 503-731-8232 or Terra.M.Lingley@odot.state.or.us OR
Katelyn Jackson at 503-731-8503 or Katelyn.Jackson@odot.state.or.us

For ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) or Civil Rights Title VI accommodations, translation/interpretation
services, or more information call 503-731-4128, TTY 800-735-2900 or Oregon Relay Service 7-1-1.
¿Hablas español? Podemos proporcionar la información de esta publicación en español, por favor llame al
503-731-4128.

MITCHELL POINT TUNNEL

The iconic Mitchell Point Tunnel was a highlight of the original Historic Highway, but the
construction of Interstate 84 destroyed the tunnel.
Now, we are preparing to break ground on constructing a new tunnel. There will soon be a
655-foot tunnel with five arched windows at Mitchell Point.

Length:
1.5 miles (total trail length)

Schedule:
Design is complete on this project. We anticipate
construction beginning in early 2021 and taking
about two years to complete.

Design elements:
Arched windows
Through the design process, we were able to
include five arched windows along the tunnel,
which is historically consistent with the original
tunnel.

Lighting
Based on studies of other tunnels and
simulations on different options, we concluded
that natural light alone will be sufficient for
trail users to transition from the outside light
to inside the tunnel. There will be no artificial
lighting inside the new tunnel.

Rockfall Mitigation
After simulating rockfall conditions, we have
determined that rockfall mesh and fencing is
necessary at both entrances to the tunnel. The
rockfall mitigation will increase safety by reducing
the potential for rocks to land on the trail. By
modifying the design, we were also able to
minimize impacts to the vegetation on the slope.

At the west entrance to the tunnel, there will be an overlook area. Each tunnel entrance, or portal,
will have stone features as shown in the rendering above.

Traffic

Slowing down cyclists

We will direct trail users to the parking lot
off Exit 58 for Mitchell Point. Signs will note
Mitchell Point Drive is local access only and
we will provide a turnaround for emergency
vehicle access.

On each side of the tunnel, bands of stone
will be inset into the trail. These bands, as
shown in the above photo, will give visual and
physical cues to trail users that the tunnel
entrance is ahead.

East Portal We

Top left: The historic viaduct and tunnel, looking east. Middle: The historic
tunnel, looking west. Bottom: The historic tunnel with its five arched windows
overlooking the Columbia Gorge.

Learn more about the Historic Columbia River
Highway State Trail

Visit an online open house

to learn more about the final five miles of the Historic Highway State Trail.
Coming soon! Check the website for updates.
Project history
Mitchell Point was the site of the iconic tunnel
with its five arches overlooking the Columbia
River. It was constructed in 1915, closed and
filled in 1953 and destroyed in 1966 when
blasting was required to widen the water-level
highway (now Interstate 84).

The design includes a plaza on the west side of the tunnel with picnic tables, rest
and pause areas, an overlook area and an expanded restroom at the trailhead.

Construction information:
We expect construction to take about two years to complete once it begins in
early 2021.
Constructing the new tunnel will require the contractor to use rock blasting,
where experts use a carefully calculated amount of explosives to remove rock in
a controlled manner. During rock blasting, traffic on Interstate 84 will experience
rolling slowdowns and delays.
Most traffic impacts will occur Tuesday through Friday mornings. We will share
more information about construction impacts before work begins and throughout
construction.

Mitchell Point is a formidable mountain that
requires a structure to connect the western
segments of the State Trail to Hood River
and The Dalles. This segment received
funds to design and construct a crossing to
Mitchell Point into the Historic Columbia River
Highway State Trail.

Both entrances to the tunnel, or
portals, as designed with handplaced stonework.

to learn more about the Historic Highway and projects and sign up for project
updates.
www.HistoricHighway.org
Questions? 			
Contact Terra Lingley
503-731-8232
Terra.M.Lingley@odot.state.or.us OR

Katelyn Jackson
503-731-8503
Katelyn.Jackson@odot.state.or.us

Remember

In 2015, ODOT’s consultant began
evaluating seven alternatives for
constructing a crossing at Mitchell Point.
These alternatives included tunnels,
viaducts (bridges over land), combinations
of both and a trail alongside I-84.

Constructed between 1913 and 1922, the Historic Columbia River Highway
overcame all odds. At the turn of the century, after visiting Europe’s great roads, two
men had a vision to create an even better road here in the United States designed
exclusively for this new contraption called the automobile. This road would lay lightly
on the land and take its users to the most beautiful spots and breathtaking vistas of
the Columbia River Gorge.

Over time, the alternatives were narrowed
down to three options for consideration: an
intermediate length tunnel, a long tunnel or
a bridge and trail. In 2018, we presented the
alternatives for public comment. Based on
public comment, the Historic Columbia River
Highway Advisory Committee recommended
the intermediate length design alternative,
which was endorsed by the Oregon Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Restore

We continued to refine the design and ODOT
applied for and received the National Scenic
Area Permit.

West Portal

Visit our website

In the early 1950s, many miles of the Historic Columbia River Highway were
damaged or destroyed to pave the way for Interstate 84. The passage of the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act in 1986 motivated the Oregon
State Legislature to commit to restore the entire Historic Highway to its glory days
of the 1920s.

Reconnect

Currently, an effort is underway to restore all 73 miles of the Historic Columbia River
Highway from Troutdale to The Dalles. Some segments will be accessible to cars
and cyclists. Some segments, known as the Historic Highway State Trail, will be
accessible only by people walking, rolling or biking.

Revive

The fully reconnected Historic Columbia River Highway will be an Oregon gem and
an incredible destination for locals and visitors alike. A fully connected highway
is expected to generate millions more in tourism dollars for local communities.
The completed trail will bring tourists further east while reducing congestion in the
western Gorge.

