


•6 Fatal crashes 

•5 Fatalities caused by impaired drivers

•9 Avg number fatal crashes 3 previous years

•15 Total fatalities in 2016 



• Goal:  Reduce impaired driving crashes through 
education and enforcement

• All Kootenai County agencies participating
• Multi Agency Press Conference

• Explain No Refusal
• ABC Training attended by 44 people
• Briefing and Search Warrant Training by prosecutor
• Lighting Parade Kick Off
• Fire Pizza
• Virtual Ride Along
• Emphasis Patrols throughout Holiday Season





• Dedicated to Jacob Leeder
• PSA by Hello Hawks
• Press Conference to launch PSA

• Local News features

• Lighting Parade kick off
• Emphasis Patrols
• Nominated for Regional Emmy Award



• Average BrAC: .18
• 22% Refusals
• 22% Excessive



• 2013 to 2018: 51% Region 1 fatal crashes caused by impaired driver

• 2015 to 2017: 60% Kootenai County fatal crashes caused by impaired 
driver.

• Nationally 29% fatal crashes caused by impaired driver

• 2017: Kootenai County saw approx. 8% increase in impaired crashes 
while Idaho saw 9% reduction



• “I’m perfectly fine to drive”
• “I won’t get caught”
• “I don’t care”





• Participation from all 7 agencies
• High Visibility Enforcement, Education, Prevention, 
• Public Support
• Target alcohol heavy events and holidays
• The solution might not be where the problem is



• 100 Deadliest Days: ZERO!!! Alcohol related fatalities
• CDA: 45% Reduction in alcohol related crashes
• Region 1: From worst to safest region in the state

• 66% reduction in alcohol related fatalities county wide



• Agency buy in
• Different motivations



• Consistent team of well-trained officers 
• Believe in the mission
• Experts of their departments
• Briefings: Food and Training
• Trainings (DUI Boot Camp)
• Poker Chips





Messaging is about safety and reducing 
impaired driving crashes



Community Outreach





• Press Conference:
• Public Service Announcement 
• Victim Impact Panel

• Allen Video: DUI Violent Crime
• Wet Lab for Media





2 Fatal 
motorcycle 

crashes and 2 
serious injury 

crashes in about 
2 weeks and a 

huge fight 
involving OMG’s.  

“What the hell!!!! 
There’s another one!!!!”



Community Partners

• Kootenai County Substance Abuse 
Council

• Office of Highway Safety
• Liquor Control Board
• MADD
• Anchored Coffee
• Fire Pizza
• LYFT
• Victims



Final Thoughts

• Be mutually beneficial
• Businesses, media, victims

• If you do what you always did, you’ll get what you always got
• Task Force wouldn’t be possible without the support of amazing partners

Officer Nick Knoll 
Coeur d’Alene Police Department

nknoll@cdaid.org

mailto:nknoll@cdaid.org
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