
LANE SHARE OREGON 

 

January 13, 2021 

 

Chair Henry, Vice-Chair Hamon, and Members of the Committee: 

 

My name is Courtney Olive and I will be the representative to your Committee from Lane Share 

Oregon.  While I know some of you, I will briefly introduce myself.  I served on the GACMS 

from 2008-2013.  I am a practicing attorney, a freelance motorcycle journalist (published in 

Motorcycle Classics, Motorcyclist, Sideburn, Motorcycle Daily, among others), and a 20-year 

rider.  I look forward to meeting each of you and being your point-of-contact for this year’s lane 

sharing bill, Senate Bill 574. 

 

Senate Bill 574 (SB574) reflects feedback received from this Committee during the 2019 

legislative session.  The bill is effectively identical to House Bill 2314, from the 2019 legislative 

session.  SB574 incorporates the proposed clarifying amendments to HB2314. 

 

In 2019 over 120 Oregon motorcyclists filed written testimony supporting HB2314.  Their 

testimony is directly relevant to this year’s identical bill, SB574.  Please find attached their 

testimony, compiled from the public record on the Oregon Legislative Information 

System.  You'll find testimony from schoolteachers, commercial drivers, attorneys, engineers, 

mothers, and fathers.  You’ll also find expert testimony from former law enforcement officers 

(pgs. 141 and 144), from local motorcycle business owners like George Latus (Latus Harley-

Davidson, p.161) and Thor Drake (See See, p.168), and testimony from former members and 

officers of this Committee (p.1).  In addition, you’ll find testimony from national figures like 

Andy Goldfine (Aerostich, p.6), Steve Guderian (former NHTSA motorcycle rider safety expert, 

p.141), Mark Bloschock (former Texas DOT highway safety specialist, p.163), and national 

organizations like the American Motorcyclist Association (represented by former U.S. Senator 

Wayne Allard, p.24) and the Motorcycle Industry Council (p.165).   

 

I respectfully request you carefully review the attached testimony.  It is both timely and directly 

relevant to SB574, and it reflects what you will see as Oregon's riders ramp up their engagement 

with the 2021 legislative session. 

 

I take the role of the GACMS quite seriously and I am honored to be working with you.  I look 

forward to meeting you (electronically at least) at your January 21st meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

J. Courtney Olive 

Lane Share Oregon 
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      Jim Stewart   David Peterson          Courtney Olive 
  GAC Chair (2002–2008)        GAC Chair (2010–2015)               GAC Member (2008–2013)  
GAC Member (2000–2009)      GAC Member (2008–2016)                    Portland, OR 
      Klamath Falls, OR  Oregon City, OR 
 

February 14, 2019 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Beyer and McKeown and Members of the Joint Committee on Transportation: 
 

We are three former members of the Governor’s Advisory Committee on Motorcycle 
Safety, including two Chairmen.  Between the three of us we have 22 years on the GAC, and 
have been riding a total of 104 years.  Professionally, we are a Retired Professor Emeritus, a 
Financial Planner, and a practicing Attorney. 

We respectfully offer this testimony for your February 20th hearing on HB2314.  We 
strongly support HB2314 and the limited lane-sharingi it would allow, and we urge you to vote in 
favor of it. 

 
I. 

We want to begin by debunking a myth.  There is no evidence that lane sharing increases 
crash risk on highways and freeways, under the conditions laid out in HB2314.  On the contrary, 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF) state in their National Agenda For Motorcycle Safety: “There is evidence 
(Hurt, 1981) that traveling between lanes of stopped or slow-moving cars (i.e., lane splitting) on 
multiple-lane roads (such as interstate highways) slightly reduces crash frequency compared 
with staying within the lane and moving with other traffic.”ii HB2314 applies to exactly these 
conditions.   

Some have incorrectly pointed to the 2015 Berkeley Study “Motorcycle Lane-splitting 
and Safety in California” as evidence that lane sharing increases crashes.  This is wrong.  The 
Berkeley Study explicitly states “our study data cannot be used to estimate the risk of actually 
being involved in a collision” and “the current data cannot be used to compare the collision risks 
for lane-splitting or non-lane-splitting riders.”iii  Instead, the Spokesman for the California Office 
of Traffic Safety summarized the Study by stating:  “lane-splitting in and of itself — when done 
in what we refer to as in a safe and prudent manner — is no more dangerous than regular 
motorcycle-riding.”iv 

 
II. 

Next, we want to draw your attention to how significant the safety findings of the 
Berkeley Study are.  As you know, the study found that lane-splitting motorcyclists were 
“considerably less likely to suffer head injury, torso injury, extremity injury, and fatal injury than 
riders who were not lane-splitting.”v  These findings are profound.   

This is the largest motorcycle crash study ever conducted in the U.S. and was 
commissioned by the California Office of Traffic Safety, an agency similar to ODOT’s 
Transportation Safety Division.  The Study’s data was collected statewide by the California 
Highway Patrol.  The final Study was provided as a legal document to the California legislature--
specifically to inform legislators on their decision of whether to write lane-splitting into law, see 
attached Letter from Study Author, Dr. Thomas Rice, to California Assemblymember Bill Quirk. 

We believe this study is robust and we respectfully urge you to rely on it.  It is the single 
most significant study on the safety of lane-sharing, and it demonstrates the benefits.   
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III. 

Third, the limited nature of HB2314 maximizes the safety benefits of lane-sharing and 
minimizes concerns.  HB2314’s parameters (traffic at 10MPH or less, rider limited to 10MPH 
above the speed of traffic) are well within the safety envelope of the Berkeley study, which 
found that “[l]ane-splitting appears to be a relatively safe motorcycle riding strategy if done in 
traffic moving at 50 MPH or less and if motorcyclists do not exceed the speed of other vehicles 
by more than 15 MPH.”vi  In fact, as noted, NHTSA and the MSF have said that there is 
evidence that lane-sharing “reduces crash frequency” on highways when traffic is stopped or 
slow-moving.vii  Those are exactly the roads and conditions covered by HB2314. 

We have heard a potential concern about pedestrian and bicycle safety.  HB2314 does not 
create any issues here.  The bill applies only to highways with posted speed limits of 50 MPH or 
greater – pedestrian and bicycle use is specifically prohibited on many of these roads.  And, 
when allowed on such roads, pedestrians and bicycles are very rare.  As an added precaution, 
HB2314 specifically prohibits lane-sharing on the righthand side of the far right lane. 

As to the concern of car drivers changing lanes suddenly or opening a door, we believe 
these are non-issues.  HB2314 applies to gridlock; in such conditions it is unlikely that cars 
inching along would be able to change lanes suddenly.  And most people do not open their doors 
when stuck in traffic.  In either case, motorcycles traveling at 20 mph or less should be able to 
stop in time.  Moreover, lane sharing allows riders to see farther ahead than if they were directly 
behind a car, thereby increasing the rider’s ability to spot hazards ahead of time and avoid them. 

 
IV. 

Finally, all three of us have extensive experience with lane sharing in California, as well 
as on roads in Europe and Asia.  Based on this experience, we have observed the following direct 
safety benefits of lane sharing: 

• A motorcycle that is moving, when surrounding traffic is stopped, is more conspicuous 
and visible.  In places where lane sharing is legal drivers become more likely to look for, 
and become aware of, motorcycles. 

• Takes motorcyclists out of car drivers’ “blind spot.”  A motorcyclist who is lane sharing 
can be seen in a car driver’s sideview mirror at all times.   

• Gives motorcycles more maneuverability for accident avoidance.  Lane sharing positions 
motorcyclists in open road, rather than directly behind a vehicle, this gives riders a clear 
path to avoid hazards. 

• Lane sharing increases motorcyclists’ “line of sight.”  Being on open road means a better 
opportunity to see ahead to predict and avoid hazards.   

• None of us have observed a motorcycle crash while lane sharing but, in the event of a 
crash, a motorcycle that is lane sharing is more likely to have a “glancing” blow to the 
vehicle rather than a direct hit.  As you know, such accidents are less severe because the 
rider can keep moving forward rather than stopping instantly.  The rider is also more 
likely to remain upright.  We believe these points are consistent with the Berkeley study’s 
finding that, when riders crash, the outcomes are better if they were lane-sharing.  

• Keeps motorcycle riders moving, which reduces fatigue both from heat and from constant 
operation of the motorcycle’s controls in stop & go traffic (motorcycle controls require 
more dexterity and focus than operating a car). 

• Removes motorcyclists from being rear-ended or, worse, being “sandwiched” by a car in 
front and behind.  With distracted driving a serious concern, anything that reduces a 
motorcyclists’ exposure to these accidents is worth pursuing. 
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V. 

In summary, lane-sharing is a tool that has documented safety benefits.  We urge you to 
give full consideration to this tool.  We believe HB2314 is carefully crafted to extract maximum 
benefit with minimal risk, and we ask you to support this bill. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely and Respectfully, 
 
 
/s/ Jim Stewart    /s/ David Peterson   /s/ Courtney Olive 
 
 
Jim Stewart    David Peterson    Courtney Olive 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                             
i In this letter, we use the terms “lane-sharing” and “lane-splitting” interchangeably.   
ii https://one.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/00-NHT-212-motorcycle/motorcycle51.html  
iii https://www.ots.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/67/2018/09/Motorcycle-Lane-Splitting-and-Safety-2015.pdf 
at pages 17 - 18; see also https://news.berkeley.edu/2015/05/29/motorcycle-lanesplitting-report/ (Dr. Thomas 
Rice, author of the Study, stating:  “It’s important to note that from the data in our study, we are unable to 
estimate the risk of getting into a collision in the first place.”) 
iv https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/tripping/wp/2016/06/30/california-motorcyclists-look-crazy-splitting-
lanes-maybe-we-should-follow-their-lead/?utm_term=.064a80ca140a  
v https://www.ots.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/67/2018/09/Motorcycle-Lane-Splitting-and-Safety-2015.pdf 
at page 16, see also pages 3, 13. 
vi https://www.ots.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/67/2018/09/Motorcycle-Lane-Splitting-and-Safety-2015.pdf 
at page 4.  We are aware that the Berkeley study went on to state that “[a] significant number of motorcyclists 
lane-split in fast-moving traffic or at excessive speed differentials” Id.  While the number may have been 
statistically significant, the study makes clear that “[m]ost riders exceeded the speed of the surrounding traffic by 
a small or moderate amount.”  Id. at 16. 
vii https://one.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/00-NHT-212-motorcycle/motorcycle51.html  







 
 
 
 
February 14th, 2019 
 
 
Dear Co-chairs Beyer and McKeown and Members of the Joint Committee on Transportation, 
 
I’m writing you today as the organizer of the world’s largest annual motorcycle and scooter event, ‘Ride to 
Work Day’, and in support of HB 2314 

Why encourage or incentivize any comparatively riskier form of personal mobility like motorcycle, 
scooter and bicycle riding? Because riding is such a powerful social good that it benefits everyone and 
not only those who participate directly.  
 Riding obviously helps reduce pollution and traffic congestion while increasing available urban 
parking spaces, but there’s much more involved. Additional benefits are manifold and profound: Riders 
arrive at their destinations clearer, calmer and sharper than those who arrived driving. Riding is 
energizing while driving is fatiguing. This difference is measurable. Students who ride to their schools 
learn and test better. Teacher’s teach better. Workers work better, smarter and more productively. 
Parents parent better. Riding also strengthens our social contract in ways sealed automobiles do not. 
 Need proof? The entire post-WW2 Asian economic and social-development ‘miracles’ which have 
occurred during our lifetimes, and which have so greatly benefited hundreds of millions of people, all 
happened partly because so many people there used small motorcycles and bicycles to get from A to B 
on a daily basis. People learn faster and work better when (and after) they ride. Riding automatically and 
unconsciously increases concentration, alertness and situational awareness…while simultaneously 
producing a measurable increase in inner calmness and focus not unlike what can be achieved thru time-
consuming meditation and yoga practices. While riding saves time it simultaneously helps develop better-
performing, higher-capacity people who in aggregate help to create stronger, better-functioning societies.  
  Beyond that, a few small recent clinical studies actually seem to hint that regular riding (as in 
daily commuting and running errands) may even help reduce the incidence and/or severity of neurologic 
illnesses and conditions such as Alzheimer’s, ADD, ADHD and other similar types of abnormalities. The 
wide adoption of private automobiles in advanced industrialized countries may at some future point even 
become linked to some of these problems. 
 As radical as such ideas might seem, it wasn’t long ago that many MD’s actually endorsed 
cigarette smoking in advertising, and when many kinds of popular ‘fast food’ were widely believed to 
provide healthful nutrition. Back in the 1960’s when the Honda motor company introduced their first 
modern small motorcycles to Americans, their advertising promised “You Meet the Nicest People on A 
Honda”. That successful marketing idea is turning out to be far more profoundly true than anyone  
realized. Riding prophylactically treats a host of individual, social and societal problems because it is 
fundamentally so much more ‘paleo’ than driving. 
 Today’s 30,000’ overview is that lane sharing is either tolerated or explicitly legal in every country 
in the world, and also the state of California, but not in Oregon. Forty-nine states are the exception, 
mostly because of America’s unique industrial history. During the early 20th century, the United States 
became the only nation in the world which went directly to cars, mostly due to the pioneering successes 
of Henry Ford.  
 Now is an historic opportunity for us to begin a new era which will positively influence future traffic 
laws across America. If Oregon passes motorcycle lane sharing legislation, you will set in motion a 
precedent which will lead other states to look anew at this issue.  

This legislation has nothing to do with controlling riders who behave irresponsibly by removing 
their bike’s mufflers or who ride dangerously. Legalizing motorcycle lane sharing will greatly benefit 
everyone in your state. 
 
Sincerely, 

 



Andy Goldfine, Organizer -- Ride to Work Day 
agoldfine@ridetowork.org 
 
PS – The statistics comparing the risks of injury and death between motorcycle riders and automobile 
drivers reflect America’s motorcycle-consumption fashions, historic usage patterns and marketing 
narratives. This yields an inaccurate and oversimplified picture of riding’s actual risks. Commuters and 
utility riders travel far more miles per year compared to hobby and recreational riders and experience far 
lower accident rates. (est 5,000mi/yr vs.1,300mi/yr). The injury-and-death-per-mile statistics within hobby 
and recreational rider sub-groups are as high as they are because these riders are more likely to 
consume alcohol when riding, be on unfamiliar roads and bikes, or be engaged in speeding and other 
high-risk behaviors. Commuting and utility motorcycling -- which this legislation most directly supports -- is 
much safer than the general public realizes. 
 
PPS – In addition to organizing the annual world-wide Ride to Work Day, I also served on the board of 
directors of the American Motorcyclist Association for seven years and in 2006 testified before the NTSB 
(National Transportation Safety Board) about motorcycle safety. In 1983 I founded, and continue to lead, 
a business www.aerostich.com who’s core purpose has always been to create and provide equipment for 
motorcycle commuters. Additional information about me is available from the Wickapedia.com website at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Goldfine and further information about Ride to Work Day is available at 
www.ridetowork.org . 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:agoldfine@ridetowork.org
http://www.aerostich.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Goldfine
http://www.ridetowork.org/


From: Adam Johassan
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 8:25:39 AM

I support this Bill as a long time rider of over 25 years. 

I have used a motorcycle for commuting for a majority of my life. Starting late in high school
and continuing through to today. I first experienced lane sharing in the state of California
while attending school in Los Angeles county. My only transportation was an old 250cc
motorcycle. It's high fuel efficiency was extremely beneficial for my 45 mile commute each
way. Lane sharing allowed me to take one more car out of the traffic helping to improve the
already detrimental flow.

I experienced this even more during my 22 years in the Army and visited various cities around
Europe. Commuters often opted for two wheeled transport through the heavily congested
streets. There is something about seeing a fleet of scooters move in unison taking up the space
that would have been occupied by only a couple cars.

The most revealing reason for the need in Oregon came one foggy morning during my
commute to work on the I-5 between Grants Pass and Medford. I was stopped with traffic as it
was backup by slow flow of on an on-ramp. As I sat waiting for my turn to exit the freeway I
faintly heard the screeching of locked up brakes. Before I could turn my head to see where it
was coming from, that car struck the vehicle behind me, pushing it in to the back of my bike,
rotating it sideways and pinning the rear seat and tire to the car in front of me. I narrowly
missed being between the two vehicles and walked away with just a couple bumps and
bruises. I am glad that I've been trained place myself in a situation where I'm not centered
between vehicles while stopped. However I could have avoided the situation altogether had I
been allowed to flow smoothly up the line of traffic and get off of the freeway (and out of
harms way).

I thank you for your time.

mailto:adamndj@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Ben Olsen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 9:44:51 AM

Dear committee members,

I respectfully urge you to vote YES on HB2314. There are several reasons I feel strongly
about this bill:

1.  Provides a safer place for 2 wheeled vehicles to position themselves during periods of
heavy traffic.  Being hit from behind is one of the worst fears of a motorcycle rider, especially
in times of heavy stop and go traffic.
2.  Reduces congestion as 2 wheelers can filter through and not waste valuable lane space.
3.  Reduced emissions since 2 wheelers can keep moving and waste less time/energy sitting
idle.
4.  Supports the ongoing increased density of Portland.  As density increases, we’re going to
have to offer more transportation options, have an open mind, and be creative with solutions to
help people get places safely and efficiently.
5.  Provides increased equity for 2 wheelers.  Portland is a model for transportation access and
equity in terms of public transportation and bicycle transportation.  This bill extends increased
access and equity to motorcyclists.  As motorcyclists, we feel that we’re supporting our city
and environment by driving a fuel efficient vehicle, reducing our footprint, supporting the
increase in density, and generally taking up the least amount of space possible for a motorized
vehicle.  As the city grows, and space is scarce, we can’t all continue to commute in SUVs and
other large cars.  People will be forced to consider  alternative transportation.  Motorcyclists
feel that motorcycles are an honest alternative, since they take up much less space on the road,
are highly fuel efficient, and you can park 4 to 6 motorcycles for every 1 space a car takes.

In conclusion, please consider voting YES on HB2314.  While the committee may have
concerns about the risks, motorcyclists have already considered the risks and have concluded
that lane sharing/splitting is safer than the current policy.  Furthermore, inclusive legislation
like this supports alternative transportation models which ultimately reduces emissions and
fosters increased density.

Sincerely,

Ben Olsen
Portland, OR
503.380.5195

mailto:bto3805195@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Chris Matthews
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 7:02:42 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. I have ridden over 10,000 miles on Oregon
roads and this bill would make the best of bad traffic situations for all users. 

If I'm driving my car, all riders who safely lane split past me as allowed by this bill would
allow myself and other drivers to all get to their destinations faster rather than add to the
traffic jam.

I hope you support HB2314 as my representative. Thank you. 

-Chris

mailto:chrisamatthews@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Chris Strizver
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 9:03:44 AM

Dear Joint Committee On Transportation members,
 
I am writing in support of HB2314. The reason is simple: All questions of motor vehicle safety and
what should be allowed or not needs to be examined with one basic assumption in mind:
 
“The normally careful and competent actions of a reasonable person should be considered legal.”
 
When performed within the parameters of this bill the answer is ‘Yes’, a normally careful and
competent motorcyclist can safely filter though congested traffic. Clearly this is true as it happens all
over the world already with no net decrease in rider safety. All of the questions regarding hazards
such as lane-changing cars becomes moot when examining the issue through this lens: The actions
of the motorcyclist are still safe and a filtering motorcyclist is in no more danger than he already was
just by being on the road in the first place.
 
Please ask yourself this question when considering your vote on this bill.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Strizver
 

mailto:strizver@comcast.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Christian Peterson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 8:52:48 AM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. Please vote YES on HB2314.

Last summer, I was commuting home from work and I was almost rear ended while I was on
my motorcycle stopped at a light because the person behind me was distracted and failed to
stop. Luckily I was positioned in the far left part of the lane and the car missed me and rear
ended the car in front of me. This risk would have been avoided if riders were able to filer. I
believe for the state of Oregon, riders' safety would benefit tremendously.

Thank you,
Christian Peterson

mailto:cjpeterson07@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Dru Martin
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Testimony in Favor of Bill, HB2314
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 7:32:34 PM

Bill HB2314
Testimony in Favor

Oregon State Legislature:

I believe that bill HB2314 will bring a positive change to Oregon’s roadways.

Helping citizens meet the challenges presented by continued state immigration will help retain our high levels of
livability. When freeways and other highways are stopped for long distances, motorists on two wheels will benefit
by being able to safely move on to less congested areas.

But more importantly, this will help relieve congestion in these areas helping to improve conditions for other
travelers. It’s my belief (as well as many others around the world) that moves to support smaller vehicles and more
efficient modes of transport are inevitable, and supporting more ridership on motorcycles and other vehicles is a
smart and proven move in this direction. As riders, our experiences in states like California with the ‘lane splitting’
allowance have been very positive and reflect well on the citizens and leadership of their state.

Thanks very much for your time. I hope you will support this positive transition to a better connected and "more
livable than ever” Oregon.

Dru Martin
2734 NW Savier Street
Portland, OR 97210
503.475.2716

mailto:drumoto@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Gerry Urban
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB 2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 9:29:14 AM

Please support HB2314, the motorcycle lane sharing bill.  I used to live in California where lane sharing is legal, and
I know that it can be safely done and help reduce traffic congestion.  

mailto:gerryurban@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jim Overstreet
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane Sharing in Oregon HB2314
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 11:48:32 PM

Hello,
I strongly and respectfully request your support of HB2314.

I am a current and 20 year resident of SE Portland.  I believe motorcycle lane sharing to be a
sensible and intelligent method of easing commute congestion and increasing rider safety.

As a former resident of California, I have seen first hand the benefits of motorcycle lane sharing
and would much appreciate your support in the legalization of motorcycle lane sharing in the State
of Oregon.

Thank you for your consideration,
James Overstreet

-- 
Please update my email address to: jimoverstreet22@gmail.com

mailto:jimoverstreet22@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:jimoverstreet22@gmail.com


From: Kris Regentin
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 testimony of support
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 5:56:22 PM

To whom it may concern-

I urge the Joint Transportation Committee to please support HB2314. 

I'm a 20 year veteran motorcyclist, regular motorcycle commuter, and year round rider. I'm an
Oregon native that has done a stint of living in California where motorcycle lane sharing is
legal, and I've experienced the benefits of lane sharing first hand. 

Lane sharing motorcycles are a huge step in the right direction to alleviate the worsening
congestion in Oregon--especially in Portland, Salem, and congested metro areas. Lane sharing
maximizes traffic lane availability and increases traffic flow. 

As a motorcyclist that has been rear-ended in traffic, I find being able to ride between stop and
go cars is a excellent means of defensive riding to prevent rear-end accidents or being
sandwiched between stopping cars. This is especially true in the era of distracted driving we
live in, when it is so easy for drivers to lapse attention and rear-end the vehicle in front of
them. 

I also truly believe that motorcycles are much more environmentally friendly, due to increased
fuel economy and lower emissions, and lane sharing simply improves fuel economy further as
it eliminates an idling vehicle in traffic. 

I believe lane sharing is a safe practice that is a progressive solution to traffic congestion
problems, and provides safety and defensive riding options to motorcyclists. I'm urging the
committee to please support the bill.

Respectfully, 

Kris Regentin
Oregon House District 43/Oregon Senate District 22 resident

mailto:krisregentin@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Elizabeth Bacon
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Writing in support of HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 10:11:52 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

I enthusiastically support and request your support of HB2314, to legalize motorcycle lane sharing in Oregon.

Motorcycles offer a unique and increasingly popular mode of transportation, and this bill could facilitate some of its
best qualities. Congestion is a growing problem in Oregon’s cities, and having one less vehicle stuck in traffic will
aid the flow of traffic for all. I recently lived for over a year in Sydney, Australia, where I rode a motorcycle
throughout this very large city and surrounding areas. The ability to lane-share in highway congestion, or move to
the front of the line of stopped cars at a traffic light, significantly reduced my travel time and optimized the space
available for each kind of vehicle on the road.

Additionally, motorcycles offer environmental benefits due to their great gas mileage (and causing less wear on
roads). Adding lane-splitting benefits to motorcycle riding could shift more people into this mode of transport,
which would help reduce the overall impact of motor vehicles on the environment - just as reducing congestion and
overall idling time would due the same.

Please recognize the benefits of passing this bill are manifold, while there are no drawbacks except the same ones
that motorcycle riders willingly take on every single day. Learning that there may well be SAFETY benefits for
riders who lane split vs. ride in traffic is another huge win for this bill. Let's make it so!

Liz

mailto:liz.devise@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: M Pine
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 11:54:29 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. Legalizing lane sharing just makes sense.
Congestion in and around Oregon's cities is terrible, and is only going to get worse. Please
help make it an option for those who want to use lane sharing to get through traffic safely and
quickly on freeways and highways. There is no down side.

Thank you,

Misty Pine
Native Oregonian

mailto:854145@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Renny Lutz
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: In Reference to HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 4:46:05 AM

    Please, support HB2314 

Dear Legislative Members,

   As a longtime Oregon resident and responsible, voting, motorcycle rider and commuter, I
humbly request that you support HB 2314.  There are so many factual reasons to support a bill
that would promote the use of motorcycle riding as a daily conveyance and means of
commuting.  Lessening congestion on our wonderful states' roads without building a single
lane of additional asphalt is surely reason enough, but lets not minimize the positive
environmental aspect of fewer cars on the roads and less time spent idling in traffic jams as
well.

    Thank you for your consideration,
      Sincerely,
   
      Renny Lutz 
  Salem, Oregon (Marion County)

mailto:rennylutz@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Richard Wheeler
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES to HB2314
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2019 5:59:48 PM

Please vote YES to HB2314

With traffic congestion increasing all over the states of Oregon and amount of endorsed motorcyclists in the state
increasing, I believe it would be beneficial to follow in the footsteps of California following lane sharing. It would
help reduce congestion by one less motorist to add into the pool of traffic build up. It would also encourage other
people in traffic to ride their motorcycle they choose to not ride because of traffic congestion.

This would also help reducing emissions in our green state, because of motorcycles higher fuel efficiency and lower
carbon outputs because of their small displacement engines.

With help of law enforcement and stricter guidelines on lane-sharing in the proposed bill, I believe it would be
beneficial to all motorists safety on public roadways, not only by having only certain safe speeds and conditions to
do so, also by reducing the chances of rear end collision of a motorcyclist in dense traffic caused by distracted
driving.

Thank you.

mailto:richfwheeler@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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DeRosa Matthew

From: Ryan Aaker <raaker@live.com>
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2019 9:58 AM
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314

Hi there, 
 
My name is Ryan. I received my motorcycle endorsement back in 2014. I commute very often on my motorcycle and 
I think HB2314 would make my commute safer and save everyone some time. This bill would essentially add 2 
additional lanes to our highways. This will help with congestion and encourage more people to commute on 
motorcycles. This would help ease the congestion and help reduce green house gasses. At the same time this will 
help keep motorcyclists safer. I have personally used lane sharing in California and it does work very well. I had no 
issues getting used to the system and I felt much safer in general. This is essentially a cheap/free way to help our 
traffic issues. It seems silly not to support this. 
 
I request that you support House Bill 2314 in favor of safe and legal lane sharing for scooters and motorcycles. Safe 
and legal lane filtering will reduce traffic congestion for everyone, reduce fuel consumption and greenhouse gases, 
and improve safety for motorcyclists.  
By permitting scooters and motorcycles to filter through congested traffic, we permit those cars and trucks behind us 
to advance. Lane sharing creates new lanes on the freeways and highways without the expense and inconvenience 
of widening or rebuilding the roads.  
Some ask if lane splitting is dangerous. Everything we do is dangerous. Driving is dangerous. Bicycling is 
dangerous. Skiing, snowboarding, and hot-tubing are dangerous. Celebrating the Fourth of July is dangerous. Going 
to the shopping mall, going to school, and going to church are dangerous. We can’t eliminate danger, but we can 
reduce it.  
Although lane sharing increases the risk of a sideswipe incident, it reduces the risks of rear-ender crashes. A 
motorcyclist can avoid a sideswipe incident more easily than a rear-ender. A sideswipe incident is typically less 
damaging to vehicles, and less injurious to drivers, passengers, and riders.  
There will be some who believe that lane filtering allows motorcyclists to cheat their way through traffic, and that it 
isn’t fair. Life isn’t fair. It isn’t fair that rich people get to live in big houses. It isn’t fair that some people get to drive a 
car to work, while others take the bus. It isn’t fair that some people don’t pay for parking while others do. Many 
others will see scooters and motorcycles making progress through traffic jams, and consider riding the motorcycle to 
work and leaving the car at home, removing a car from the traffic mix.  
 
We have a way to reduce traffic congestion and fuel consumption, and improve safety, and it is sitting there in front 
of us. Please support HB2314.  
 
Ryan Thomas Aaker 
 
Portland, Oregon 



From: Viet Pham
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane splitting reduces congestion, doesn’t leave Motorcylists in dangerous gridlock
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 10:32:51 AM

Hi,

My name is Viet Pham and I’ve been riding motorcycles for 10 years. In my ten years I’ve discovered that in traffic
especially in high volume traffic jams, you have to have a heightened sense of awareness and be flexible. That
means preemptively choosing the lanes that have less traffic, to reduce congestion and to generally not crowd an
area or lane. As a bicyclist and motorcyclist I never want to crowd up an area, especially in a fast lane that is
constantly stopping and going abruptly. I work as a collision tech who repairs wrecked vehicles and I can assure you
that almost all the repairs are front and rear end crashes. With all the modern distractions a driver has, I would more
likely be safer and more comfortable in between lanes, staggered from cars then I would in front of a distracted
driver.

Aside from our safety and well being on the road amongst these 5000 pound vehicles, splitting lanes also promotes
environmental consciousness. The longer we sit in traffic the more emissions our vehicles produce. If we were
allowed to split lanes at a reasonable speed to alleviate our jam and encourage efficiency, we can reduce the amount
of pollution we emit on a daily basis.

This isn’t radical, and it isn’t new. It’s strange to many here, l but it’s been very effective for a very long time in
many developed nations. Please consider supports this house bill 2314.

Thank you for your time,

Viet Pham

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:vietphampdx@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: vikkhar@gmail.com
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I beg your support for HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 1:00:05 AM

I support lane sharing because it will make traffic more bearable for everyone, not just motorcycles.
Also it’s unnerving when traffic comes to a stop and you don’t know if the car behind you is going to
make a sandwich.
 
Imagine how much worse the traffic will get in the next two years if we don’t start thinking outside
the box, every drop in the bucket counts, or in this case out of the bucket since we will ride though
the cracks and not hold up the cars behind us.
 
Times have changed, people don’t pay attention like they used to, please don’t force us to stay in
harms way any more than we need to, I beg you.
 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE; I got stuck in traffic last year and over-heated so bad, my heart started
pounding and I had no legal place to go. I barely made it home and jumped in a cold shower in the
nick of time.
 
Please vote YES on HB2314 respectfully,
Viktor Kharlamov
 

mailto:vikkhar@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


 
 

 

 

February 15, 2019 

Sen. Lee Beyer and Rep. Caddy McKeown 
Co-Chairs, Joint Committee on Transportation  
Oregon State Capitol, S-411 900 Court St., N.E. 
Salem, OR 97301 

 RE: Support for House Bill 2314  
  
Dear Co-Chairs Beyer and McKeown and members of the Joint Committee on Transportation:  

The American Motorcyclist Association supports House Bill 2314, introduced in this session of the 
Oregon Legislature. Nick Haris, our western states representative, has inserted a letter of support on 
behalf of the AMA for lane splitting. He is very familiar with this issue, which involves the safety of 
motorcyclists. 
 
I have been asked to submit additional information. Our position on lane splitting is posted on our 
website at www.americanmotorcyclist.com. You may access it by clicking "Rights" and "AMA Position 
Statements." I have included the position statement for your convenience. It is very informative and 
includes footnotes. This statement was approved by The AMA Board of Directors. 

“The AMA endorses lane splitting, given the long term success in California and the University of 

California study by Berkley researchers showing that it enhances motorcycle safety. “A motorcycle’s 

narrow width can allow it to pass between lanes of stopped or slow-moving cars on roadways where the 

lanes are wide enough to offer an adequate gap. This option can provide an escape route for 

motorcyclists who would otherwise be trapped or struck from behind. There is evidence (Hurt, 1981) that 

traveling between lanes of stopped or slow-moving cars (i.e., lane splitting) on multiple-lane roads (such 

as interstate highways) slightly reduces crash frequency compared with staying within the lane and 

moving with other traffic.” There has been recent enthusiasm for lane splitting and/or filtering in other 

states. The AMA endorses these practices—as long as lane splitting is conducted within safe highway 

speeds—and will assist groups and individuals working to bring legal lane splitting and/or filtering to 

their state. 

 

http://www.americanmotorcyclist.com/About-The-AMA/lane-splitting-1


 
 

The American Motorcyclist Association places significant emphasis on motorcyclei operator and 

passenger safety. On every type of public roadway, motorcyclists encounter challenges from other 

roadway users and are constantly vigilant to unsafe conditions around them. 

Perhaps one of the most dangerous situations for any on-highway motorcyclist is being caught in 

congested traffic, where stop-and-go vehicles, distracted and inattentive vehicle operators, and 

environmental conditions pose an increased risk of physical contact with another vehicle or hazard. Even 

minor contact under such conditions can be disastrous for motorcyclists. 

The Hurt Report1, the most comprehensive motorcycle crash causation study to date, 

noted that, “Moderate or heavy traffic was the situation at 59.2 percent of the accidents 

[studied].”Reducing a motorcyclist’s exposure to vehicles that are frequently accelerating and 

decelerating on congested roadways can be one way to reduce rear-end collisions for those most 

vulnerable in traffic. 

In many countries (excluding the United States), lane splittingii and filteringiii are normal practices for 

motorcyclists. Particularly in the highly urbanized areas of Europe and Asia, motorcycle and scooter 

operators are expected to pass between conventional vehicles and filter (advance) to the front of the 

group. 

Recent events in the United States have renewed motorcyclists’ interest in lane splitting. Therefore, the 

AMA has prepared this position statement to aid in understanding this issue and assist motorcyclists in 

deciding whether to support efforts to permit lane splitting intheir states. 

The University of California at Berkeley published a report in May 2015 that concludes that motorcyclists 

who split lanes in heavy traffic are significantly less likely to be struck from behind by other motorists, 

are less likely to suffer head or torso injuries, and are less likely to sustain fatal injuries in a crash.2 

One of the recommendations in the National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety (NAMS)3 is: “Study the 

safety implications of lane splitting.” In support of this recommendation, the report states: 

“A motorcycle’s narrow width can allow it to pass between lanes of stopped or slow-moving cars on 

roadways where the lanes are wide enough to offer an adequate gap. This option can provide an escape 

route for motorcyclists who would otherwise be trapped or struck from behind. There is evidence (Hurt, 



 
 

1981) that traveling between lanes of stopped or slow-moving cars (i.e., lane splitting) on multiple-lane 

roads (such as interstate highways) slightly reduces crash frequency compared with staying within the 

lane and moving with other traffic. 

“Although lane splitting is allowed in just a few areas of the United States, notably California, it appears 

to be worthy of further study because it offers a means of reducing congestion in addition to possible 

safety benefits. It is widely used in many other countries.” 

In a statement issued by the Motorcycle Industry Council in 20114, the trade group states: “In full 

consideration of the risks and benefits of lane splitting, the Motorcycle Industry Council supports state 

laws that allow lane splitting under reasonable restrictions.” 

For decades, California has been the only state to permit lane splitting. While not specifically permitted 

or prohibited in the California Vehicle Code until 2016, lane splitting has been condoned by the 

California Highway Patrol. In early 2013, the CHP published lane-splitting guidelines5 for the first time. 

While the guidelines did not carry the force of law and were removed from public circulation, they 

provided clear indicators under which a motorcyclist might be cited for unsafe or imprudent behavior. In 

2016, California passed a law6 (A.B. 51) that authorized the state Highway Patrol to develop guidelines 

for legal lane splitting. 

Legislatively, there has been activity on lane splitting in several states, but only California has enacted a 

law. 

Passing legislation to permit lane splitting may be the easiest part of the process. Significant effort 

would subsequently be required to educate the law enforcement community, officials and 

administrators within state departments of transportation and public safety, prosecutors, the judiciary 

and the general motoring public on the benefits to those groups and motorcyclists to make lane 

splitting safe for everyone. Using public service announcements and campaigns, traditional broadcast 

and print media, social media, and other forms of information sharing could assist in highlighting the 

safety, congestion reduction, and other benefits of lane splitting. 

Taking into consideration that the vast majority of the motoring public does not ride motorcycles, we 

are certain non-motorcyclists do not understand the risks and the benefits of lane splitting to the riding 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB51


 
 

community. Motorists in California being the exception, we believe it would take many years of 

experience and substantial and ongoing public information campaigns to educate non-motorcyclists to 

accept motorcyclists passing them between lanes of traffic. 

The AMA endorses rider responsibility and actions that make roadways safer for motorcyclists. While 

research and evidence suggest that lane splitting may reduce a motorcyclist’s risk exposure somewhat, 

we are cautious to issue a blanket endorsement supporting the practice. In particular, experience has 

taught us that the legislative process and the implementation of new laws are fraught with uncertainty. 

A straightforward lane splitting bill may easily be amended with provisions that the AMA and the 

motorcycling community would find unacceptable. Provisions such as mandatory helmet use in an adult-

choice state or mandatory minimum medical insurance coverage provisions would quickly poison an 

otherwise well-intentioned effort. 

Motorcyclists who oppose lane splitting should remember that it is optional in California. Permitting 

lane splitting is not the same as requiring it, so those opposed to the practice should consider the 

desires of other motorcyclists who believe they would benefit from it. Lane splitting is an issue of choice. 

Even with the best intentions and organization, inappropriate behavior by motorcyclists can quickly 

garner a large negative response from the motoring public. With the easy availability of video systems 

and the Internet, a few postings of public roadway stunting, such as speeding past motorists stuck in 

traffic, could sour a legitimate campaign to approve lane splitting in a state. 

While the AMA has long advocated responsible riding practices and does not condone any behavior that 

violates the rules of the road, we caution that the future of lane splitting in any state could be derailed 

by the actions of a few irresponsible motorcyclists. Advocates of lane splitting should be prepared to 

counter any negative responses they receive from legislators and those responsible for implementing 

lane splitting laws. 

Given the ongoing success of lane splitting in California6 and the recent enthusiasm for lane splitting 

and/or filtering in other states, the AMA endorses these practices and will assist groups and individuals 

working to bring legal lane splitting and/or filtering to their states. 



 
 

 

1 Hurt, H.H. Jr., Ouellet, J.V. & Thom D.R. (1981b). Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification 
of Countermeasures. (DOT HS 805 862). Washington, DC: National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, page 57. Download the Hurt report here. 
2 Rice, Thomas, Troszak, Lara and Erhardt, Taryn (2015). Motorcycle Lane-splitting and Safety in 
California. May 29, 2015, page 5. See the full report here. 
3 National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety, U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. (DOT HS 809 156), 2000, page 51. The full text is available here. 
4 “Position on Lane Splitting,” Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC), Dec. 12, 2011. This report was updated 
in 2014 and 2015, but may still be dated 2014. Read or download the MIC statement. 
5 Issued by the California Highway Patrol, California Motorcycle Safety Program in 2013, the guidelines 
were rescinded in 2014 for administrative reasons. The CHP guidelines are still available here. 
6 California passed a law (A.B. 51) in 2016 that allows the California Highway Patrol to establish 
guidelines for legal and responsible lane splitting. 
i “Motorcycle,” as used throughout this position statement, refers to a two-wheeled, single-track 
registered motor vehicle that requires a motorcycle license or an operator’s license 
with motorcycle endorsement to operate legally on public roadways. Motorized bicycles, mopeds, 
motorcycles equipped with a sidecar, three-wheeled motorcycles, motorcycles pulling a trailer, and 
other nonstandard configurations are excluded from this definition. 
ii “Lane splitting” refers to the practice of riding a motorcycle between clearly marked lanes for traffic 
traveling in the same direction. 
iii “Filtering”refers to the practice of riding a motorcycle between stopped motor vehicles to the front of 
the pack, typically at a signalized intersection.” 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this emerging and significant motorcyclist safety issue, which also is 
under review in a number of other state legislatures. 
 
Former U.S. Senator Wayne Allard (1997-2009) 
Vice President American Motorcyclist Association Government Relations 
444 North Capitol Street, NW 
Suite 837 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Email: wallard@ama-cycle.org 
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http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/00-NHT-212-motorcycle/motorcycle51.html
https://mic.org/downloads/Lane-Splitting-7-29-14.pdf
http://www.americanmotorcyclist.com/DesktopModules/EasyDNNNews/DocumentDownload.ashx?portalid=3&moduleid=3082&articleid=144&documentid=210
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From: david h
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 3:47:12 PM

First, thank you for taking the time to consider this bill. Whichever way it goes, I appreciate the
hard work put in by all parties involved.

 

I am writing in support of HB2314.

 

As a motorcyclist, I can speak firsthand to the benefit of encouraging safe lane-sharing
practices. Studies are proving lane-sharing/splitting to be safer than requiring motorcycles to
stay in designated lanes while in traffic.

 

It has been 10-months since I was rear-ended on I-5 while sitting in traffic. I regularly commute to
work on my motorcycle, especially when it’s a nice day. I am the type of motorcyclist that sticks
to “All the gear, all the time” as my rule of riding; when it’s 100-degrees, I’m wearing full riding
gear.

 

I was heading home from work in the Lloyd District of Portland, and traffic was at a standstill. As I
sat and waited, I watched several motorcyclists riding on the shoulder to go around the cars.
They were travelling around 20mph at most, not riding in a reckless manner. In looking at the
shoulder, there are a lot of screws and road debris that would make it extremely dangerous to
ride on at higher speeds.

 

When traffic started to move again, I started inching forward. My motorcycle is air cooled, and
sometimes shuts off if I’m sitting at idle for too long. Just as my fan kicked onto its highest setting
to avoid this, I was thrown off the bike and onto the shoulder. A car had rear-ended me. It was a
fairly low speed impact  (10-15mph) that resulted in scrapes, a lot of bruising, and the need for a
new helmet. My motorcycle was a total loss, and the driver was uninsured.

 

I was left to use my car for a month while I tried to settle with the driver and find a replacement
(much cheaper since my insurance did not pay out what the bike was worth). My monthly gas
cost for commuting to work is $240. When I ride a motorcycle, I can cut that down by 75%. On
top of the initial physical and financial damage, another single-occupant vehicle was placed
on the road.

 

mailto:davidhertig@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


My rear-end accident was a small one, relatively speaking. It also could have been prevented.
Had I been in between lanes travelling at 10 mph, I would have avoided the situation
altogether. I am a safe, defensive rider, and I’m a stickler for the rules. I am not as safe as I could
be when I commute to work on a motorcycle, because I am not allowed to ride slowly in a safe
area.

 

I urge you to consider passage of HB2314. I urge anyone opposing this bill to please have an
open discussion with the motorcycle community. We recognize all the benefits of lane-sharing
(reduced congestion, reduced emissions, reduced injury and fatality, etc.) and want to share
them. There is a stigma that surrounds lane-sharing, one of high speed daredevils racing in and
out of cars. This bill is not for those immature riders.

 

If nothing else, please consider a pilot of this bill. Give one year, one summer to allow lane-
sharing. See what the actual impacts are, so that we’re not making policy decisions based on
hypotheticals. If we can try electric scooters, we can try lane-sharing.

 

Thank you again for your time, please support HB2314.

 

David Hertig 

 



From: Ian Andersen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 3:28:10 PM

Hello,

I hope that you will vote YES on HB2314

Having ridden all over Europe where lane sharing is legal I have first hand experience with
how well it works. Lane sharing always reduced my travel time allowing me to get where I
was going so much faster than if I had to sit in traffic. This also encourages the increase use of
motorcycles which also get better mileage than cars. 

HB2314 is sorely needed here in Oregon where traffic levels continue to rise. Please help
make this better option a reality for Oregon riders and for anyone that sits in Portland area
traffic.

Thanks,

Ian

mailto:iandersen42@gmail.com
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From: Jeff Wilent
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 12:09:15 PM

As a motorcycle rider for 3 years now, I strongly support lane/traffic filtering when traffic
slows down. I have seen many an article and study showing the most motorcycle vs car
collisions are either cars violating the motorcycles right of way OR rear-ending the
motorcycle. I have personally almost been hit from behind many time when Portland's
abysmal traffic comes to a halt on a daily basis on the freeway. People barely paying attention
or on their phone, they only glance up looking for large blobs (cars) and they don't see
motorcycles. I feel as a motorcyclist I would be much safer riding between lanes of traffic. A
motorcyclist is most vulnerable when stopped, a 500-1000 pound machine stopped between
your legs is hard to control but when moving it is very easy to maneuver through cars and
since we sit up high we can see any problems coming much faster than someone in a car just
able to see the back of the car in front. I would also like to point out that California has
legalized it with great success and most of Europe and Asia have it or allow it and it works
excellent there too. Another thing to consider is during the summer on a 100 degree day if I
have to stop on the freeway that 100 degree heat radiates off the asphalt and hit my from the
top aswell and bakes me alive, think of it like this, if every time your car stopped moving your
air conditioning stopped working until you were going over 30MPH again. That is how it is
for motorcycles, us moving is our air conditioning, there is no roof over our heads to hide us
from the sun. In closing I hope you will pass lane filtering for the safety of all motorcycles. 

Thank you,
Jeff W

mailto:Jeff.wilent@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jen Klaudinyi
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: vote YES on HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 1:49:11 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314! If you take just a bit of time to look into research and results
from places that have legal lane splitting, you will see that it not only eases congestion, which
we know is a HUGE problem in Portland, but it is also SAFER for motorcyclists due to the
decreased risk of being rear-ended. Rear end collisions are a frequent cause of motorcycle
fatalities and are becoming even more of a threat with so many distracted drivers on the road.
As a daily motorcycle commuter, I wear full safety gear; I'm a middle-aged female librarian,
and I wish I could lane-split to make it safer for me to travel in traffic. Please vote YES on
HB2314.

Study:
https://www.cycleworld.com/2015/06/02/ama-study-finds-lane-splitting-increases-rider-saftey

Portland resident, Jen Klaudinyi

mailto:jenklaud@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
https://www.cycleworld.com/2015/06/02/ama-study-finds-lane-splitting-increases-rider-saftey


From: Rich Day
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 12:16:14 PM

I hope you guys support HB2314 I will ride my harley way more and take a car off the road if
I can split lanes to get home sooner

Thanks Rich 

mailto:amsoiljubitz1@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Sebastian Montgomery
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 2:31:09 PM

I respectfully request your support and yes vote on HB2314. As I daily commuter via motorcycle in
Portland, legal lane splitting would help ease our extremely congested streets and makes the road
a safer place for riders. One of the most dangerous and common motor vehicle crashes involving
motorcycles and cars occurs when riders are struck from behind. Allowing legal lane sharing helps
move riders out of the way of drivers. I have ridden in California where lane splitting is legal, and
am hopeful we will also soon have this option on Oregon. 
Thank you for your support,
Sebastian Montgomery

mailto:sebjames@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Steve Callan
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 1:24:20 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314
I have been riding motorcycles for nearly 30 years. I have been an Oregon resident since 1999.
My first experiences riding was in California. As you know, lane sharing is legal in CA.
When a rider has the ability to filter through traffic it give benefits not only to the rider but to
other traffic. I always felt safer when I had a place to escape to in traffic to avoid the potential
of being rear ended. Additionally, a motorcycle filtering through traffic is essentially 'one less
car'.

I hope you will support this bill.

Most Sincerely,

Steve Callan
stevecallan22@gmail.com
4730 NE 60th Ave
Portland, OR 97218
503.793.9772

mailto:stevecallan22@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Tori George
To: JCT Exhibits
Cc: Thor Drake
Subject: HB2314 -Motorcycle Lane Sharing Bill- YES!
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 12:18:37 PM

 
 I respectfully request your support of HB2314, as a motorcyclist in the northwest for over 20
years, We have seen the benefits of lane sharing vs no lane sharing. 
Traffic reduction , safer riding for motorists, and more watchful eyes BY vehicles are all just
the tip of the iceberg for positive outcomes for lane sharing. 

Please consider what you ALREADY do for Bicyclists, for the other two - wheeled riders. 

Thank you 
See See Motorcycles & Crew 

-- 
Tori George
seeseemotorcycles.com

mailto:Tori@seeseemotorcycles.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:thor@seeseemotorcycles.com
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From: Kyle Hittner
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 Oregon Lane Sharing
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 4:11:33 PM

Hello, 

My name is Kyle Hittner and I strongly support HB2314 for motorcycle lane sharing.  

As a daily rider, this bill has the potential to SAVE LIFES. The biggest threat to a
motorcyclist is the possibility of being rear ended. This is especially true in slow or stop and
go traffic. For some, the idea of lane sharing is taboo. It sounds dangerous at first, and can
startle people who are not conditioned to it. However, this is the safest method. 

Allowing motorcyclists to responsibly share lanes in slow traffic significantly reduces their
risk of being hit by drivers. Not only is this much safer for motorcyclists, but it improves the
flow of traffic since any motorcyclist no longer contributes to congestion on roadways.
California is an excellent example of the fact that this works and people can become
accustomed to respectfully sharing lanes with motorcyclists. 

Like the rider in the video below, I have received a negligent driving infraction for doing what
I knew to be the safest thing for myself, in a sketchy situation. As a rider, my number one
priority is safety. Sometimes on the road, we are forced to make split second decisions in order
to stay alive. It was for this reason that I now have a negligent driving on my record. However,
I am not a reckless driver, just a rider trying to stay safe. 

Please take the time to watch this very informative video on the subject. These are extremely
experienced and responsible riders with very good points and most of us can learn something
here.

https://youtu.be/JNGD9AAIfFU

Regards,
Kyle Hittner

mailto:kylehittn@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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Motorcycle Lane Sharing in Oregon 

Created by Christopher A. Slater, Attorney at Law (pnwlawyers.com), BikePac of Oregon, 
and the Sang-Froid Riding Club (sang-froidridingclub.com) 

 
laneshareoregon.com 

What is Lane Sharing? 
 
Lane sharing motorcycles safely ride between lanes, when traffic is stopped or moving very 
slowly.  Also known as “filtering” or “lane splitting”, the practice is legal in California and 
most countries around the world. 

Safety Benefits 
 
In 2015, the State of California and the University of California, Berkeley, published a study 
on lane sharing.  The study found that motorcyclists in accidents are “considerably less 
likely to suffer head injury, torso injury, extremity injury, and fatal injury” than riders who 
were not lane-sharing.(1)  Lane sharing has compelling safety benefits for riders.  This 
study (often called the “Rice Report”) is well regarded by transportation safety experts in the 
government.   
 
The Rice Report draws no conclusions about whether sharing increases or decreases the 
overall risk of accident, stating that "our study data cannot be used to estimate the risk of 
actually being involved in a collision."(2)  There are lots of strong opinions on whether or not 
lane sharing increases the likelihood of accident, but no published studies or reports.  That 
said, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration suggests that lane sharing may 
reduce accident frequency, noting that "there is evidence … that traveling between lanes of 
stopped or slow-moving cars (i.e., lane splitting) on multiple-lane roads (such as interstate 
highways) slightly reduces crash frequency compared with staying within the lane and 
moving with other traffic."(3) 

Congestion Benefits 
 
Lane sharing reduces traffic congestion during traffic stoppages and slowdowns, benefiting 
both riders and drivers:  each lane sharing rider is one less vehicle stuck in traffic.  A 2012 
Belgian traffic engineering study concluded that if 10% of all drivers rode motorcycles and 
lane shared, traffic delay times for all motorists would be reduced by 40%.(4)  The benefits 
of lane sharing are free:  no new infrastructure, structures, or signage is required.   
 
The Portland metropolitan area was recently ranked as the eighth-most traffic congested 
urban area in the U.S., tied with Chicago and Washington, D.C.(5)  Slowdowns are worst 
when lane sharing would benefit commuters the most:  during the morning and evening rush 
hours. 

Environmental Benefits 
 
Lane sharing will reduce the number of automobiles on Oregon roads, and lower the time 
vehicles spend idling in traffic.   
 
Lane sharing also encourages the use of more fuel-efficient alternative vehicles, including 
electric motorcycles.  Typical gasoline-powered motorcycles and scooters travel 50, 60 or 
even more miles per gallon. 

Details 
• Lane sharing would be optional, not mandatory. 
• In 2015, a lane sharing bill (SB694) passed the Senate Judiciary Committee 

unanimously and passed the full Oregon Senate with a 2/3, bipartisan majority.  The bill 
required traffic to be moving under 10 mph, motorcycles under 20 mph; these are low, 
safe, ‘school zone’ speeds.  
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From: Jim Geddes
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 2:53:48 PM

Dear committee members
Please vote to pass HB2314. This would allow motorcycles to be out of the way and
not take up space in auto lanes during high volume traffic hours. Motorcyclists now
during warm weather experience tremendous heat waiting in traffic that is neither
good for the rider or motorcycle. Riding so slowly stop and go can be dangerous
and is very fatiguing to the rider. possibly more people would use these smaller
vehicles thereby reducing congestion and fuel consumption.
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter
Sincerely
Alvin J. Geddes III ( Jim )
 
 

mailto:jimgeddes@frontier.com
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From: Andrew Callaci
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:34:55 AM

Please vote YES on HB2314.

I support lane sharing in Oregon for the following reasons:

1. Lane sharing reduces congestion for everyone by taking
scooters and motorcycles out of the line of traffic.

2. In some cases lane sharing is the safest thing for a rider to do.
Motorcycles and scooters have a different set of attributes than a
car to keep the rider safe. Those are a high power to weight ratio,
uninhibited vision, and a small and agile profile. There are no
crumple zones or airbags on a motorcycle to protect a rider. Lane
sharing drastically reduces the chance of a rider to be rear ended,
which often has fatal consequences, as they wait behind vehicles
in stop and go traffic. Riders should have all options available to
keep themselves safe.

3. Lane sharing reduces the scooter or motorcyclist’s carbon
footprint by eliminating the need to sit idle in traffic. It would
also encourage motorcyclists who currently commute by car to
consider motorcycle commuting which is a drastically more fuel
efficient alternative. 

4. Portland and the surrounding area is growing rapidly yet slow
and costly transportation infrastructure projects lag behind.
Scooters and motorcycles are small vehicles that take up minimal
space.  Encouraging their use as a transportation alternative,
combined with a YES vote, would increase existing road capacity
overnight without spending a dime.

5. Lane sharing is a common and safe practice recognized

mailto:milesandtime@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


throughout the world including places like the United Kingdom
and locally in California. It simply works.

Please vote YES on HB2314. 

Thank you,
Andrew Callaci
Portland, OR



From: Bill Petersen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane sharing
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 7:18:09 PM

Please support and vote yes in in support of lane sharing in Oregon.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:williamdpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Bob Thomas
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB 2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 9:48:16 AM

Bob Thomas, Motorcyclist

Please take this as my support to HB2314.  While I do not live in the Portland area, being as
close as 100 miles away I get the occasion to ride there often.  My son lives off 217 and I can
tell you it is a mess and painful (literally) to ride to see him in the summer months.  Being
stuck in traffic with a hand clutch is no fun what so ever.  In addition my motorcycle is air
cooled and it gets no air flow to cool it down stuck in traffic.  Several times I have been forced
to pull to the side of road and let it cool down, causing a traffic headache in itself.  I have been
riding for at least 40 years and read safety articles and attend Team Oregon classes so I
consider myself a trained rider.  I will not Lane Share unless the traffic meets the standards
laid out in this bill.  In fact I can also see many times when I would not feel comfortable Lane
Sharing.  

This bill allows the freedom to escape the traffic jam and increases the safety for riders.  I have
personally witnessed several rear end collisions with motorcycles at the intersection on
Highway 34 into Corvallis.  Darn cell phones.   This bill could reduce the threat for those on
major highways likes 217.

I am a member of Hub City ABATE and several other motorcycle groups and am active in
motorcycle related issues, including fund raising for posters, banner and bill boards to
promote motorcycle awareness.

I urge you to support HB2314

Bob Thomas

mailto:orforester@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Christopher Becker
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane splitting HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 9:09:52 AM

Hello,

As a motorcycle enthusiast I fully support easing traffic through lane splitting and lane filtering. I support HB2314
in favor of lane splitting. Please support this bill.

--
Best Regards,

Chris

mailto:christopherbecker@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Craig Williams
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane sharing proposal.
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 8:29:49 PM

I support the lane sharing proposal (HB 2314). My hope is that this bill at least gets a hearing
and the facts are presented in a way that is supportable. In my view, the passage of this bill
means an increased level of safety for myself and other riders. I ride approximately 15
thousand miles per year, most of them commuting to work. I find that it saves me time and
money and is a refreshing change to sitting in a car stressing about traffic. Lane sharing has
been studied, is effective in extremely congested areas, and is safe when used properly and in
moderation. Thank you for your time and consideration of this legislation. 

Craig Williams. 

mailto:craiger360@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: David Lawrence
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 4:15:19 PM

I truly hope you support lane filtering as a life saving measure for motorcyclists. Lane
filtering decreases the chance for a motorcyclist to be rear ended while at a stop. I
know that when I ride I feel especially vulnerable in these situations because when
drivers do not pay attention and rear end occurs to the stationary rider with no car to
protect him. These accidents tend to be very damaging or lethal and there is little the
rider can do to escape the situation.

Also, it is a great way to decrease traffic congestion and studies have shown it does
not appear to be anymore dangerous to anyone involved. 

Sincerely,

David Lawrence
Attorney at Law

mailto:dlawrencelegal@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Don Marr
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 9:40:06 AM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314.

While living in Bahrain for eight years I experienced the safety benefits of being able to lane
share/ filter in congested traffic. In Bahrain they encourage lane sharing to the point they have
designed their intersections to accomodate the practice. There are two stop lines at traffic light
controlled intersections, one at the intersection for motorcycles and scooters and a second
about five meters back for cars and trucks. This gives the two wheeled traffic room to filter to
the front and be out of the way of the larger vehicles.

Both as a rider and as a Paramedic, I have witnessed and responded to motor vehicle collisions
involving motorcycles that would have been prevented if the motorcycle had been allowed to
move between the cars and trucks to a position of safety. Instead they were required by law to
stay in the danger zone, stopped behind a car or truck, while another vehicle hit them from the
rear.

During  the past forty years of being a Paramedic and rider I have seen a trend in our society's
driving habits. Distracted driving has become a very big issue and hearing the phrase, "I didn't
see them", has almost become the mantra of vehicle drivers after the are involved in a collision
with a motorcycle. 

By allowing lane sharing this will not improve distracted driving, but it will move the
motorcyclist out of the danger zone.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully,
Donald Marr 

mailto:globalmedic@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Dylan Rothamel
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Full support HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 7:04:33 PM

My name is dylan rothamel and i am VP of a local riding club. I fully support this bill in order to keep riders safe.
Too many preventable deaths have happened due to rear end collisions between a car and bike. Please hear our
voice and make this legal!

mailto:dylanrothamel@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Eric Azinger
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 2:23:29 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314 and help make Oregon highways safer for motorcyclists.

As a motorcyclist, few things make me more anxious than being on a highway with multiple lanes
and seeing traffic stopped ahead of me. Even though I immediately start flashing my brake light to
signal the driver behind me, I doubt they're trying to signal the drivers behind them. Stopped traffic
makes the rider so much more vulnerable on a motorcycle; the relative ease of avoiding dangers
is greatly diminished when sitting at a standstill. 

I spent a few months commuting in California traffic and quickly became accustomed to lane
sharing. The commute was 60 miles each way! During any commute there would times when
traffic would either stop or slowdown to stop-and-go traffic. Being able to filter through the slow
traffic made the entire commute less stressful. No longer was there worry when stopping in traffic
that the car behind me or the next back wouldn't notice traffic stopping and slam on their brakes in
an emergency maneuver to avoid crashing into the stopped cars. Instead, I could simply lane
share and move through the stopped traffic.

Having spent 7 years teaching motorcycle safety classes, I take motorcycle safety very seriously.
Being seen is one of the fundamental tenets of motorcycle safety. When there is a sea of
automotive brake lights, motorcycles all but disappear making the situation much more
dangerous.

I sincerely hope you will support HB2314.

Thank you for your time,
Eric Azinger  

mailto:eazinger@pobox.com
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From: felix ball
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane Sharing Bill HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 6:54:50 AM

Hello

Please vote YES on HB2314.

Lane Splitting for motorcyclists is a part of progressive path to tackle Oregon’s traffic
future.

Riding a motorcycle in between lanes on freeways and highways when traffic is as
slow as 10mph ...

A) is safer for the motorcyclist (many studies show this e.g the Berkely Study)

B) eases traffic since it keeps more parties moving

C) encourages more motorcyclists to leave their car in the garage 

D) is more economical (motorcycles have less fuel consumption than cars)

Furthermore, electric motorcycles will be on the incline in the coming years and a lane
sharing bill will encourage owners of these bikes to use them for commuting, adding
more emission free vehicles to the road.

Therefore I kindly ask you to vote YES to HB2314

In high hopes

Felix

mailto:felixball1000@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Jacob T. Keiner
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB 2314 Support
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:25:32 AM

Dear Oregon State Legislature House Committee,
I am writing to request your support of HB 2314 to legalize lane sharing.
As a motorist who spends a good deal time on the Oregon roads in an automobile & also a
motorcycle, I believe HB 2314 would help to reduce the traffic congestion issues in the larger
cities in Oregon (that only continue to get worse).
The way HB 2314 is drafted allows a very safe means for drivers of a motorcycle or moped to
share the lane and decrease congestion (as well as allow safer passage of the rider due to lower
risk of being rear ended in stop-and-go traffic).  The bill states that traffic must be moving 10
mph or less, and that the motorcyclists may only “filter” at a speed 10 mph greater than the
speed of traffic.  This is a prudent and safe way to filter in traffic.
In addition to my combined 10 years residence in Oregon, I have also recently spent 4 years
living in San Diego, CA where lane sharing is legal and endorsed by the California Highway
Patrol.  I have experienced first-hand the benefits of lane sharing -- It does help to relieve
traffic congestion.
The support of HB 2314 is a great step to help relieve traffic congestion on Oregon roads.
Thanks for your time and I hope you can vote YES on HB 2314.
 
Regards,
Jacob Keiner
Portland, OR 97217

mailto:jacob.keiner@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Jamal Khoury
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 10:59:14 AM

           To the members of the Joint Transportation Committee, my name is Jamal Khoury and
I commute year round via motorcycle from Southeast Portland to Tigard for my job as a
Manger. I request your support for HB2314 this year. Congestion is becoming a major
problem in the Portland metro area costing us millions of dollars per year, especially during
rush hour. Many people during these times are single passenger commuters. Portland has
made it very clear that they don't want added massive highway expansions and I respect that.
Motorcycles, despite being smaller, more economic, efficient, and agile, are lumped in with
these larger vehicles contributing to congestion. Whenever I'm on the highway and stuck in
the jammed queue, I stare longingly at the wide space in between lanes my motorcycle can
easily fit into, and just wish it was legal. Motorcycle lane sharing is practiced throughout most
of the world as a way to relieve congestion and added safety for motorcyclists. It also reduces
a metropolis' carbon footprint. I respect peoples concerns about the perceived safeness of the
practice. However, at the low speeds and circumstances this maneuver will be restricted to, I
believe motorists in cars will adjust quickly. We as motorcyclists are not asking drivers in cars
to do anything different then they otherwise would! Check your side mirrors, shoulder check,
then signal prior to changing lanes. I know as a motorcyclist, having more escape routes, and
the ability to have more options as a lane sharer would also be very beneficial. I strongly
believe that when this becomes legalized, more and more people will take up motorcycling
who are single passengers, and further help traffic flow and function. Thanks for your time
and consideration, 

                                                          Jamal Khoury

mailto:jbk172006@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: James Lewis
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 9:42:21 AM

Greetings,

I respectfully ask that you strongly consider voting yes on HB2314. Is over congested as our
roadways are I have counted on motorcycle commuting for years. It's cost-effective inefficient
and it gets me outside. 

I have been hit on the motorcycle twice by SUV drivers. The most terrifying thing on a
motorcycle is not being seen or considered. I have ridden in traffic in California on vacation
and I know that Lane sharing gives a motorcyclist more options to get out of the way of car
traffic. 

From my experiences I believe a vote of YES on HB2314 will help motorcyclists be seen, get
out of the way of automotive traffic and stay safe.

I greatly appreciate your support!

James Lewis

mailto:be.rad.82@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jason
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB 2314 (Lane sharing)
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 6:18:35 PM

Esteemed representatives;
I write to you in the most earnest support of HB2314. 
I’m a native Oregonian with 30 years in the seat of a motorcycle and more to come.  Our fair state is a wonderful
place to live and work, and while it has some room for improvement, I still feel that it is the best place to live, work,
and raise a family.  We are the absolute epitome of a green state.  First to push recycling in the 70s, building a strong
transit system in the greater Portland area, and pushing for solar progress are 3 reasons for which I'm most proud to
call myself Oregonian. All these things are strong drivers of quality of life, both economically and environmentally. 

In fact our quality of life is such that that our roads are quickly becoming badly overcrowded. 

During a brief (7years) stint living in the Bay Area, i had the opportunity to witness and participate firsthand in lane
sharing between motorcycles and cars/trucks.  Done properly, it is a powerful environmentally friendly tool. 
Motorcycles that move through traffic allow cars to advance, easing the congestion.  Those who choose to ride
become a part of the solution, reducing the vehicle density during peak periods.  Motorcycles get through, consume
much less fuel, and generate much less pollution.  Cars move a little faster, burn a little less fuel, and get to their
destination a little sooner. 
Auto drivers who see motorcycles filter through will, in some cases, consider leaving the car at home for their single
driver commute, and remove themselves from the problem side of the equation and contribute to a solution,
improving the congestion further. 
There is also a strong safety component which is perhaps not so obvious to those who don’t ride. Speaking from
direct personal perspective, I would far rather lane share and risk a minor side swipe collision with a vehicle nearly
at my same speed, to getting crushed between 2 4,000 lb virtual rolling anvils in a rear end collision.  In today’s
distracted driving environment this is a serious concern.  I can wear proper clothing to protect myself from road
abrasions and a hard landing.  There is little I can do about the latter scenario.

I urge you to give your attention and support to this important bill.  It is a good start in setting Oregon on a course to
relieving some congestion on the roads, and and in enhancing rider safety.
 

Best Regards,
Jason
Mobile 503.330.0922
From my iPhone.

mailto:j_mershon@yahoo.com
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From: John Isaac Boswell
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote "yes" on HB2314
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 12:20:23 PM

Warm greetings,
I write to you today in support of HB2314, or Oregon's motorcycle lane-splitting bill. I am a
registered voter in Benton county and a motorcycle commuter. 

My support for this bill is informed by two beliefs I hold:
1. I believe that traffic congestion, particularly in and around Portland, could be significantly
eased with this law in place. The time savings for motorcycle riders would also encourage
more people to commute by motorcycle, reducing the carbon emissions of Oregon commuters.

2. Allowing motorcyclists to position themselves between lanes of cars has been shown to
reduce risk of injury from being rear-ended. I believe lane-splitting, when done with care, can
enhance rider safety.

Many thanks for your time and consideration.
-John Boswell

mailto:whoisthisjohn@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jon Nystrom
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support for HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 6:07:46 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314.

I've been a motorcycle rider for 18 years and feel that with lane-sharing, I could be part of a
solution to congestion in Portland, plus of course it would be helpful to relieve fatigue on my
clutch hand and it would prevent overheating while stuck in traffic.

Thanks in advance for considering the potential benefits of supporting this bill.

- Jon Nystrom,

Portland 97232

mailto:northwestnystrom@gmail.com
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From: Kory MacGregor
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please pass HB 2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 6:15:51 PM

Hello.  My name is Kory MacGregor.  I am a motorcycle rider and ex legislative aide from
way back in the Kitz\Katz days.  I appreciate all the work you do.  

I have been riding street bikes for a little over 8 years.  When I took my first trip to California
my friends told me I would really enjoy lane filtering.  I told them I didn't want to do it
because I thought it was dangerous.  They laughed.

It took me all of 5 minutes to realize how safe and efficient lane filtering was.  It was eye
opening.   

I'm sure you are aware of the 2010 ODOT study looking into the issue.  The conclusions of the
study were pretty interesting.  The study didn't find any evidence suggesting it was unsafe. 
They also acknowledged that it was a much more efficient use of infrastructure.  

I would appreciate it if you could pass this bill so I don't have to sit in 90 degree weather on I5
this summer :).  

Thanks again for all you do.  I know it's a lot of hours but at least the pay is small (another
joke).

mailto:KoryM@roth-heat.com
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From: Lars von Sneidern
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 testimony
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 9:11:32 AM

To whom it may concern,

I respectfully request your support of HB2314.

My reasons for supporting this bill is twofold: 1) traffic congestion and, 2) personal safety.

The "easy" Portland commute is a thing of the past. Some say you used to be able to drive
across town in less than an hour. This has become the fever dream of natives and the crust
punks hanging out on the riverfront park. I am sure you still see this statistic dozens of times
today, but a 2012 Belgian traffic engineering study concluded that if 10% of all drivers rode
motorcycles and lane shared, traffic delay times for all motorists would be reduced by 40%.
That's..a lot. And even if we only gain half of that, it's free reduced congestion. Not often you
can address one of your citizenry's major concerns with their city for free.

What if city congestion is not your problem...how about staying alive? I have no doubt that
you will see a series of horrific details about what it's like to be rear-ended by a car or truck
while on a bike. As a regular rider, this is horrifying. We do all we can do stay safe, but cannot
always account for distracted drivers. Lane filtering keeps us safe while helping traffic
congestion.

One final point is that literally the rest of the world allows or endorses lane filtering for 2
wheel vehicles. It just makes sense. As we are all working to position Oregon as a world
leader in tech, agriculture and being the coolest place on the planet, this is a natural step up to
be in place with the rest of the world.

Thank you,

Lars von Sneidern
Portland, OR

mailto:lars@vonsneidern.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Lawrence Dolan
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES On HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 10:53:12 PM

Please consider passing this bill
1. Oregon is not California. Speed limits to be 10 to 20 miles an hour faster than cars that are going at a very low
space.
2. The passing of this bill will encourage motorcyclists and two wheel riders. Miles per gallon is a much better for
motorcycle cycles than cars therefore better for the environment.
3. This bill will reduce road congestion because there will be less cars on the road, since the passing of the bill will
encourage more motorcycles. This will reduce the cost of maintenance for roads.
4. Some air cooled motorcycles need to keep moving even at 10 or 20 miles an hour to keep their engines cool.
5. Parking in city centers will be much easier since motorcycles are much smaller than cars.
6. A bill like this one has already been passed in most European and Asian cities.
7. Please don’t pass up this opportunity to make Oregon one of the forward thinking states in America.

Thank you,
Lawrence Dolan

Sent from my iPad

mailto:sirlawrencedolan@gmail.com
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From: Matt Clark
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 - lane sharing
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 9:09:05 AM

Please vote YES on HB2314  

I respectfully request your support of HB2314 

-Matt Clark
Milwaukie, OR

mailto:f7matt@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: matt markus
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: hb2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 5:13:28 PM

Of course lane splitting should be legal.  There is already bicycle filtering systems set in place
by the city, and I really don't see how it would be much different for smaller motorized
vehicles.  Those electric scooters can do it, and they have motors.  Let's face it traffic is really
bad these days, and anything that could speed it up would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks
Matt Markus 

mailto:matthewlimo15@gmail.com
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From: Matthew Souza
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane Sharing in Oregon
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:05:56 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314. I am submitting this email as support for motorcycle lane sharing in 
Oregon.

I am a seasoned rider and have been on two wheels for two decades. I also work in 
the motorbike industry and know that a larger number of people are purchasing two-
wheeled vehicles than ever before. 

Lane sharing has proven to be a safe and effective method of reducing congestion on the roads in a 
continually expanding urban area. As cities like Portland, Salem and Eugene grow, so do the amount of 
vehicles on the road. With the amount of motorbikes on the road, a considerable number of vehicles 
waiting in traffic would be reduced by introducing a sanctioned lane sharing law.

Lane sharing also eases the carbon footprint left by motorbikes. It's proven that any vehicle at idle is 
creating unnecessary exhaust, but that would be eliminated from motorbikes if they are not required to 
stay stationary. This likewise is beneficial to the life of air-cooled motorbikes. An air-cooled motorbike 
requires air flow through the cylinder(s) in order to maintain the proper operating temperature of the 
engine. Being stationary for too long during the warmer months can do internal damage to an engine, 
which could lead to premature wear on seals and piston rings and thus creating a higher level of from a 
bike that otherwise would be maintained at proper operating temperature.

Lane sharing is also safer for those on the road. Being able to be between cars at a safe speed/distance 
can greatly reduce the chance of fatal accidents, such as if a biker is rear-ended by a much larger 
vehicle. 

Long story short, lane sharing would be beneficial to all on the road. Less vehicles being stuck in traffic, 
less vehicles idling and creating excessive pollution, even a possibility that more people would be on two 
wheels if it became more accessible and therefore lowering the numbers of the first two points even 
more.

Please vote YES on HB2314.   

Matthew Souza

mailto:matthew.souza@gmail.com
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From: Michael Troper
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Yes on HB2314 Oregon Lane Sharing
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 1:55:04 PM

To whom it may concern:

Please vote yes on HB2314 Oregon Lane Sharing. Numerous studies around the world have shown that motorcycle
lane sharing reduces traffic congestion, increases motorcycle safety and is beneficial for the environment. As traffic
increases in the more densely populated cities in Oregon multiple solutions need to be implemented to address the
growing problem. Motorcycle lane sharing is a low cost, easily implemented solution. It’s past time for a bill like
this.

Thanks for your consideration,

Michael Troper

mailto:mtroper@mac.com
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From: mica
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:02:52 PM

I am hoping that you will be a supporter of HB2314, allowing operators of 
motorcycles and mopeds to pass vehicles in same lane during traffic jams or 
major slowdowns. I am a Portland Public School teacher who rides her 
motorcycle to work, and just about everywhere else, every day of the year. My 
foremost concern as a rider is safety. I have been luckier than some of my fellow 
riding friends in that I have not been hit from behind by a driver who did not slow 
for traffic ahead, but I fear for my safety every time I find myself immobilized in 
a traffic jam. A rear end collisiion might injure a motorist, but that same collision 
could be deadly for a motorcyclist. HB2314 would allow riders like myself to 
safely and cautiously move through traffic and away from potential impact-zones.
Allowing motorcycles to filter would also relieve some of the traffic congestion 
we are all frustrated by, as well as lessening greenhouse gas emissions, by 
allowing motorcyclists to simply get out of the way.
I think this bill makes sense and I hope you will be a supporter.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Michela Grohn

mailto:mica44@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Nate Alvord
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: YES on HB 2314
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 8:50:23 AM

Please vote yes on HB 2314. I have been a rider for decades and have been fortunate enough to ride in US States
that allow lane-sharing as well as foreign countries that allow it.

As a long time rider it so much safer to be able to lane share. Additionally the reduction in congestion is undeniable.

Please vote YES on HB 2314.

Regards,

Nate Alvord

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:natealvord@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Patt Dolan
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane splitting
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:44:29 AM

Please consider passing this bill
1. Oregon is not California. Speed limits to be 10 to 20 miles an hour faster than cars that are going at a very low
space.
2. The passing of this bill will encourage motorcyclists and two wheel riders. Miles per gallon is a much better for
motorcycle cycles than cars therefore better for the environment. 
3. This bill will reduce road congestion because there will be less cars on the road, since the passing of the bill
will encourage more motorcycles. This will reduce the cost of maintenance for roads. 
4. Some air cooled motorcycles need to keep moving even at 10 or 20 miles an hour to keep their engines cool. 
5. Parking in city centers will be much easier since motorcycles are much smaller than cars.
6. A bill like this one has already been passed in most European and Asian cities.
7. Please don’t pass up this opportunity to make Oregon one of the forward thinking states in America.

Sincerely,
Patt Dolan

mailto:pattdolan@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Paul STAFFORD
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314.
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 10:42:33 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314.
 Folks please support this , I have a family member that was rear ended at a stoplight, if filtering / splitting was legal
, I believe he wouldn’t have had to endure months of re learning to walk . I believe this will save lives if passed.

Thanks ,
Paul.

mailto:pdsvms@msn.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: rickwttgrf@netzero.net
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Respectfully requesting your support for HB2314
Date: Friday, February 15, 2019 7:32:33 PM

Thanks for considering supporting motorcycle lane sharing in the Portland metro area.  As an avid motorcyclist with
a concern for safety, and a supporter of legislation that benefits the citizens of our great state,  I hope you will
consider endorsing this bill.   There are numerous studies done showing that in regions of our country and other
parts of the world, that motorcycle lane sharing is not only safer for motorcyclist, but it can relive traffic stress by
allowing passage of more vehicles in a stop and go situation- automobiles will move along with less delay, and there
are less opportunities for rear end accidents.    The time is now to show that our city will benefit from this type of
legislation.

Thank you for your consideration

Richard J. Wittgraf
5025 Foothills Rd  Lake Oswego 97034
541-228-0947

mailto:rickwttgrf@netzero.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: robert walker
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 11:01:59 AM

I RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT MY REQUEST FOR YOUR VOTE  “ YES !!!” ON HB2314 .

FROM WHAT I HAVE SEEN AND READ ON ITS PASSAGE IN OTHER STATES, THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC
HAS

IMPROVED, AND WE RESPONSIBLE MOTORCYCLISTS WOULD FOLLOW THE LAW AS IT IS
WRITTEN.

REGARDS, ROBERT WALKER

mailto:walker9929@comcast.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Rodney E Bender
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: For HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 9:36:37 AM

Committee Members,

Please vote Yes on HB2314. 

I have been a motorcycle rider for over 28 years. I commuted daily for 10 years (between 60
and 75 miles per day mostly) in California, and found “lane sharing” to be safe and efficient.

To the degree that this practice is utilized, It is possible to ease traffic flow safely and also
increase awareness of different modes of transit.

Thank you,
Rodney Bender  
Portland, Oregon

mailto:rodney.bender@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: simonpierresmith@aol.com
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314 - Motorcycle lane filtering.
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:30:40 AM

I used to be against the idea of motorcycles lane sharing, based on the fact that it seemed dangerous. 
Once I read safety reports out of Europe, it became clear that allowing motorcycles into the protected
spaces between cars would reduce rear end collisions, saving lives.  A friend of mine was recently rear
ended on his motorcycle while stopped.  His motorcycle was lodged in the truck's radiator.  He was
injured, but not killed.  Lane sharing would have prevented this injury.
I have driven a car in Europe and California and haven't found motorcycles to be a problem.

Thank you for your attention.

Simon-Pierre Smith

mailto:simonpierresmith@aol.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: tim webb
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 4:25:12 PM

I am in support of HB2314 and I hope that support it too. 

 

In the past 20 years (and especially in the last 5 - 10 yrs) the congestion has gotten
worse and worse in Oregon especially around any metropolitan areas.  I have seen
this first hand living in Milwaukie and commuting to Beaverton five days a week. 
There are days that my 15 mile commute will take 1.5 hrs.  I have no incentive to ride
my motorcycle because I will just be sitting in a long line of cars wasting resources
and time.  I see this bill as an incentive to help ease congestion, save parking spaces
and do it safely while saving resources.  With the leap in electronic motorcycles this
makes it even more environmentally conscience.   

I have been riding motorcycles for 28 yrs and there has never been an incentive for
motorcyclists in Oregon.

There has been a push to find new ways to help ease congestion and I think this is
one way it can be done.  

Please vote yes on HB2314.  

Thank you for your time. 

Tim 

mailto:pistonslap@comcast.net
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From: Thomas Ifversen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 3:18:17 PM

As a commuter who lives in Portland, I hope that we can take this one step to reduce traffic for
everyone who is stuck on Oregon's freeways. A Belgian study has determined that if 10% of
the traffic was to ride a motorcycle or scooter and lane split, EVERYONE would get where
they were going 40% faster!

I wanted to address the concerns that ODOT has put forward in the past. I am referring to the
March 20, 2017 document submitted to the Senate under the subject: SB 385 - Motorcycle
Lane Splitting.  The safety concerns are that motorcycles would be vulnerable to "vehicles
suddenly changing lanes, or vehicles entering from the side." Please remember that the
legislation in front of you allows for motorcycles to lane split when traffic is moving at 10
MPH or slower, on highways with 50 MPH speed limits, and the motorcycles can only go up
to 20 MPH. It forbids traveling on the shoulders, so merging traffic from the side isn't a
concern, and in stop-and-go traffic, there isn't room for a motorist to suddenly switch lanes
without signaling. Neither issue should be a concern.

Two paragraphs down, ODOT claims "California experienced 17 percent more crashes
involving motorcyclists due to lane splitting. Several studies from Europe indicate the added
risk for riding between lanes of traffic may be as high as 394 percent riskier". These numbers
are irrelevant to the conversation in front of this committee, because they are referring to ALL
lane splitting accidents. No one is trying to convince you that it is safe to travel at 75 MPH on
a motorcycle between cars traveling at 55 MPH. It is obvious that it is riskier, and it will
increase crash numbers. What ALL the studies have found, is that if traffic is moving at 50
MPH or less, and the motorcycle is going no more than 15 MPH faster than traffic, it is a
"relatively safe strategy" (Motorcycle Lane-splitting and Safety in California. May 29, 2015).
No study has ever found differently. 

The legislation in front of you is safe for both automobile drivers and motorcyclists (perhaps
even safer for motorcyclists). It will save time for motorists and motorcycles alike. Treating
two wheeled motorcycles differently from cars makes sense, even if most car drivers don't
realize it yet. It makes sense on today's overly crowded freeways. Please pass this bill.

Thank you.

Tom Ifversen

mailto:tifversen@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Tom Stanley
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 Oregon Lane Sharing
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 9:24:45 AM

 
 
Dear Joint Committee On Transportation members, 

I am writing in support of HB2314. The reason is simple: All questions of motor vehicle safety and what should be
allowed or not needs to be examined with one basic assumption in mind:

When performed within the parameters of this bill the answer is ‘Yes’, a normally careful and competent
motorcyclist can safely filter though congested traffic. Clearly this is true as it happens all over the world already
with no net decrease in rider safety. All of the questions regarding hazards such as lane-changing cars becomes moot
when examining the issue through this lens: The actions of the motorcyclist are still safe and a filtering motorcyclist
is in no more danger than he already was just by being on the road in the first place.

I feel that the passage of this bill with regards to safety and environmental impacts would be greatly beneficial.
 
In  advance thank you for supporting this bill.

mailto:Sotosen@msn.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Wyatt Petersen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Sunday, February 17, 2019 8:15:17 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314 in the upcoming hearing on Wednesday, 20
February. My request comes from 10 years of experience riding motorcycles, riding bicycles,
driving cars and taking public transportation in my hometown of Portland, OR. One thing I
greatly value about Portland and Eugene drivers is their fondness for cyclists and the mutual
respect exchanged between riders and drivers. As a motorcyclist I never felt this in Portland
but it is very much a part of the culture in Los Angeles, CA. Drivers there have embraced
motorcyclists as Portland residents have cyclists. You know a driver sees you because they
gracefully make space for you. I love the progressive steps Portland has taken by creating
Green Safe Zones for cyclists and I would love to see this effort extended to motorcyclists.
Greater understanding and sharing of space will help raise rider awareness, lower driver/rider
tension, and decompress traffic. Please support this Lane Sharing Bill for the safety of
everyone making their daily commute. 

-- 
Wyatt Petersen

mailto:wyattpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Alex Taylor
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 Lane Sharing
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 10:33:41 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

I am requesting your YES vote on HB2314, to support the legalization of motorcycle lane
sharing in Oregon.

On my 1 hour daily commute in the Portland metro area, I see that the legalization of lane
sharing could help in the following ways:
1) reduced congestion on busy thoroughfares, where I spend much of my time
2) reduced pollution due to increased motorcycle usage over single-passenger vehicles.
(motorcycles generally have better fuel efficiency, and would be on the road for less time)
3) increased safety for motorcyclists in stopped or slowing traffic

As a lifelong Oregon resident, I have seen the changes in traffic congestion over the past few
decades, and I believe this bill will be a huge step in the right direction toward reducing the
severity of congestion.

Please vote YES on HB2314!

Thank you,
Alex Taylor

mailto:halextaylor@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jay Herber
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Yes on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 10:23:50 AM

Please vote test for HB2314

I’m a native of Oregon for 45 years and a motorcyclist for the last fifteen years. My initial thoughts of lane sharing
has changed quite a lot over those fifteen years. Thoughts of, that’s crazy or dangerous to smart and defensively
correct. I not only ride recreationally but I also commute on average two thirds of the year on my motorcycle,
around twenty four miles a day. I commute by motorcycle not only because I enjoy ridding but I can reduce my
travel time and use less fuel than driving my truck.

In my opinion, the most dangerous part of commuting on a motorcycle is sitting in traffic! Cars do not see you. I
have twelve friends that have been rear ended from either sitting in traffic or at red lights. Let me say that again,
they were hit by cars. They were not doing something reckless. They were stopped in traffic or at a red light! Being
able to get to the safety that is between the lanes is essential for rider safety. Also, at safe speeds, ridding between
the lanes of traffic is far safer than the typical stop and go of commuting.

Also, I believe it would inspire others to ride to work and help to reduce our carbon footprint. Once people see
motorcyclists start to get to their destinations quicker, they too will want to give it a try. That is my hope anyways.

Again, please vote yes for HB2314

Thank you

Jay Herber

mailto:bir203@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Austin McCabe
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:03:52 AM

I hope you support HB2314. I personally support HB2314 for it will increase safety for motorcyclists
like myself in traffic and help alleviate the congestion in rush hour for many Oregonians. Studies
have shown this is a safe method for motorcycles to use and I personally would commute to work
more if this were the case as I think many people have the same opinion. Thank you for your time
and hope you support HB2314.

Thanks,
Austin

mailto:mccabe7061@comcast.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Aaron Cope
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 1:43:15 PM

I’m writing to request your support for HB2314 as a motorcyclists on the streets in Portland.

Having been a daily motorcycle commuter in Oregon for more than ten years time I have been
witness to and near victim of many near collisions.  In my opinion following the guidelines of
HB2314 would have greatly eliminated most all of those situations. The majority of the near
collisions I’ve had were the result of a driver behind and in the lane adjacent to the one i’m
occupying seeing a gap in traffic and trying to seize the movement opportunity. All of the near
misses were avoided by having to apply a concerning level of focus to objects in the two small
rear view mirrors motorcycles are equipped with.With having the legal freedom to slowly
filter through near stopped traffic it will keep those decisions of a frustrate motorist from
negatively impacting my life. It will enable more of my focus to be on my most dominant field
of vision providing much improved safety and reactions to potential negative scenarios.  

Aaron Cope

mailto:amcope@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Andrei Fomin
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:44:17 PM

Good afternoon,

Please vote YES on HB2314. I support Lane Sharing in Oregon. I did in standstill traffic and
will do it regardless of Oregon laws. I worry about my safety on the road.

mailto:andrei.fmn@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Andy Hudock
To: JCT Exhibits
Cc: hello@andyhudock.com
Subject: In Support of HB2314 to Legalize Motorcycle Lane-Sharing
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:21:38 PM

Dear Members of the Oregon State Legislature Joint Transportation Committee,

As an avid motorcyclist and lifelong Oregonian, I ask your support of HB2314 to legalize motorcycle lane-sharing in our
state.

Lane-sharing (a.k.a. filtering or lane-splitting) is when a motorcyclist passes between two slower-moving or stopped vehicles.
The practice is legal in California and throughout most of the world, due to the common-sense nature of motorcycles and
scooters being able to fit places cars cannot, and the many benefits of allowing motorcyclists to continue moving through slow
or stopped traffic.

A critical benefit of lane-sharing is improved rider safety. In a 2015 study published by UC Berkeley, researchers found that
motorcyclists involved in crashes while lane-sharing are “...considerably less likely to suffer head injury, torso injury,
extremity injury, and fatal injury...” than riders who were not. Lane-sharing riders are better able to avoid rear-end collisions
or worse, being "sandwiched" by the cars in front and behind. They have better visibility, and are more conspicuous and
visible in the mirrors of surrounding vehicles. Riders also gain an important risk mitigation tool with the addition of another
"escape route" to use in the event of an obstacle or other hazard.

Lane-sharing reduces congestion for riders and drivers alike. Allowing motorcyclists to remove themselves from the normal
flow of traffic frees valuable space for other vehicles, which means making better, more efficient use of our existing
roadways, for free. A Belgian traffic engineering study concluded in 2012 that if just 10% of all drivers were to ride
motorcycles and utilize lane-sharing, traffic delay times for all motorists would be reduced by 40%, and this without any
additional investment in infrastructure or signage.

By reducing congestion, lane-sharing also has a positive environmental impact because it lowers the number of vehicles on
our roadways and the time they spend idling in traffic. It incentivizes the use of more efficient alternative vehicles.
Motorcycles use less space on the road and can park much more densely than cars. They typically average 50 miles per gallon
or better, and electric motorcycles and scooters consume even fewer resources.

Lane-sharing would be optional, not mandatory. In 2015, a lane sharing bill (SB694) passed the Senate Judiciary Committee
unanimously, and the full Oregon Senate with a two-thirds bipartisan majority.

Sincerely,

Andrew Hudock
McMinnville, OR

mailto:hello@andyhudock.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Angus Proud
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:35:09 PM

Respectfully request your support of House Bill HB2314 ,lane splitting is working well
in Califonia and the rest.of the world and I think it's time for Oregon to take advantage
of this procedure to help traffic congestion and save motorcyclist lives.
Thank You
Angus

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S9, an AT&T 5G Evolution smartphone

mailto:spdracrm3@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Anthony Rosenfeld
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Yes to HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:28:09 PM

To Whom it may concern,
  I am hoping that you’ll vote yes on HB2314. Please be part of the traffic solution. I
understand this will not cure the traffic problem completely, but it will help.
 Also, for us who ride it will make all the difference in the world!

Thank You! 

Anthony Rosenfeld CTS
Senior Project Manager
T 503.601.5617 | C 503.310.8734
10035 SW Arctic Dr, Beaverton, OR 97005
arosenfeld@diversifiedus.com  www.diversifiedus.com

mailto:ARosenfeld@diversifiedus.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Bernardo Gomez - DSV
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 12:08:33 PM

Hello,
 
I respectfully request your support of HB2314. I am not only in the transportation business but I am also a
motorcycle/scooter rider. As a CDL driver I appreciated having the motorcycles in front of me and visible.
As a rider of classic and vintage bikes it is safer for me and better for my vehicles. I thank you for you
time and am happy to answer any questions.  
 
Best regards,
 
Bernardo Gomez
CSR Fleet Specialist
HRS: M-F 7:00-16:00  PST - LUNCH 12:00 13:00

 
DSV Road Transport               
110 North Marine Drive
Portland, Oregon 97217
 
Tel:       +1 800 547 0781   Ext:  4337
Direct:  +1 503 978 4337  
Fax:      +1 503 289 8453
 
bernardo.gomez@us.dsv.com
www.us.dsv.com
 

mailto:bernardo.gomez@us.dsv.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:bernardo.gomez@us.dsv.com
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From: Bob Hansen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: LEGALIZE LANE SHARING IN OREGON.
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:25:48 AM

Hello,
I ride nearly every day and with the growth in population in recent years I support voting YES
on HB2314.
Especially as a safety and congestion issue in relation to automobiles v.s. motorized 2 wheeled vehicles.

Thank you and hope that you will vote YES on HB2314.

mailto:bob.hansen.art@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Brayden Ericson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:17:27 PM

Hi there,

My name is Brayden Ericson, and I’m writing because I respectfully seek your support on HB 2314.

I am a motorcyclist in Bend, OR.  Motorcycles are my preferred and primary mode of transportation during fair
weather.  I have traveled though California and shared lanes when necessary, following their law of maintaining no
more than 10mph over the flow of traffic and I believe that Oregon should follow suit. The city of Bend’s
population and subsequent traffic is increasing at a wild rate, despite the limited options in road infrastructure.  This
poses dangerous hazards for motorcyclists in our community.  Being stuck in traffic on a motorcycle has an
increased chance of being struck or pinned in car accidents and pileups.  Motorcycles are also susceptible to heat
exhaustion or even heat stroke during the hot summer months.  Allowing motorcyclists to share lanes in Oregon will
not only decrease traffic jams, but will also save lives.  Please vote YES on HB 2314.

I appreciate you taking the time to read this.  I hope to have your support on HB 2314 in 2019.

Thank you,
Brayden Ericson

mailto:stupideasy@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


February 18, 2019 

From:  Brian Edwards 
 Oregon resident and motorcyclist 

To:  Senator Lee Beyer 
Representative Caddy McKeown 
Co-Chairs, Joint Committee On Transportation 

 
Re:  HB 2314, motorcycle lane sharing 

Dear Co-Chairs Lee Beyer and Caddy McKeown and Members of the Committee: 

As a long-time motorcyclist and citizen of Oregon, I believe that passage of this bill will benefit both 
Oregon’s motorcycling community and the general public more broadly. I am a life-long motorcyclists 
and a former motorcycle safety instructor for Team Oregon, the official motorcycle safety training 
program for the state. I hold a degree in journalism and have worked in the field of public relations for 
over 25 years. I am currently self-employed as a PR consultant and have a strong list of Oregon-based 
clients, including Tektronix, PacStar and RFPIO. 

Prior to moving to Oregon in 1994, I lived in California where I grew up. I started riding motorcycles off 
road as a youth and bought my first street bike when I was 16. Since lane splitting is legal in California, I 
have extensive first-hand experience.   

Following graduation from college, my wife and I purchased a house in Riverside. Since my job was in 
Costa Mesa, I needed to make a 45-mile commute each way through some of the most congested 
highways in the country. I opted to commute most days via motorcycle and engaged in lane splitting and 
lane filtering for 15-20 miles per day on a regular basis. Without question, I have ridden thousands of 
miles between cars and trucks at all times of day in all kinds of weather conditions. Yes, it does rain in 
California.   

Based on this experience, I have the following observations: 

1. Lane splitting/filtering on a motorcycle is safe. Throughout the course of my long commute and 
many other trips throughout the LA area that involved lane splitting, I had no incidents of any 
kind – never crashed, never hit a mirror. Nothing. 

2. Lane splitting reduces congestion. For my long commute, if lane splitting were not an option, I 
most likely would have driven my car since there would be no benefit to taking the motorcycle. 
As it was, I along with all the other people on motorcycles helped to remove cars from the road 
and lessen congestion. The same effect will happen here if HB 2314 is approved. 

3. Car drivers become more aware of motorcycles. Car drivers can easily see lane-splitting 
motorcycles approaching in their side-view mirrors and many move over to accommodate 
riders. Compared to Oregon, California drivers are much more accustomed to the presence of 
motorcycles which significantly improves rider safety more broadly. 

Lane filtering as defined in HB 2314 is consistent with Team Oregon instruction. In particular, it provides 
motorcyclists with an “escape route” when other options have been eliminated by stop and go traffic 
situations.  One of the principles Team Oregon teaches students is to always scan for an “escape route.” 
This typically involves changing lanes should problems occur in front or behind the rider. HB 2314 would 



allow riders to take advantage of the approximately 6 feet of space between cars (most motorcycles are 
27-in. wide) as shown in the illustration below.  

 

As this illustration shows, lane filtering allows a motorcycle to use the approximately 6 feet of space 
between vehicles. This is space that currently goes to waste in Oregon. Given the $20 million per mile 
cost of building highways, this is a valuable public resource that should and can be more fully utilized. 

Team Oregon is one of the premier motorcycle safety organizations in the country and has an excellent 
and highly professional group of instructors. I am highly confident that these instructors would be able 
to teach riders of all abilities the principles of safe lane filtering. This in turn will make these riders safer 
and ultimately reduce injuries and even save lives.  

Following the passage of a similar bill in Senate during a previous legislative session, I along with others 
in the motorcycling community were able to successfully communicate the benefits of the bill to 
influential news outlets including Joseph Rose, transportation reporter for the Oregonian/Oregonlive, 
and KOIN 6 news. Both stories focused on role lane filtering can play in reducing congesting and 
improving safety. In a reader poll conducted by the Oregonian, more than 78% of respondents were in 
favor or lane filtering. 

Should HB 2314  pass and be signed into law, those of us within motorcycling community will do our 
part to ensure that riders understand the controls established by HB 2314.  This will include work with 
the media as well as through social media channels, including Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Such an 
effort has proven to be effective in New South Wales, which legalized lane filtering starting July 1, 2014 
and California which legalized lane splitting last year. 

In conclusion, I strongly urge the Committee to recommend passage of HB 2314. 



Best regards, 

 

Brian Edwards 
brian@edwardsoregon.com 
(503) 863-2002 
 

 

mailto:brian@edwardsoregon.com


From: Carla Riestenberg
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:01:26 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314. 

When I first learned to ride a motorcycle 5 years ago, it was originally to enjoy the
open road and explore this beautiful state I have called home for over 10 years now. I
am now a daily motorcyclist; my motorcycle is my primary mode of transportation. 

Lane sharing would allow me as a motorcyclist to reduce the risk of peril by filtering to
the front of stoplights, avoiding being rear-ended as I blend into the cars in front of
me. In filtering to the front by sharing, I become independent from traffic, reducing my
risk of rear-end collision. Motorcycling fatalities from rear-end collisions are 30%
lower in California than in Texas or Florida, states without lane splitting but similar
ride-share.

I know that more motorcyclists would ride more often and throughout the year, as in
California, Europe, Australia etc if they were able to ride more safely through the
benefits of lane sharing. This would make an impact on mobility in urban areas such
as Portland and Salem and potentially decrease the amount of cars stuck in traffic
during rush hour. With an increase of motorcyclists on the road, the overall
awareness of other drivers and consequently, the safety of motorcyclists
increases. Lastly, Lane Sharing is already permitted for cyclists, who suffer from the
exact same risks as motorcyclists. This is made legal for their benefit as it should be
for motorcyclists.

Please look to the statistics of motorcycle safety in California, before and after AB51 and consider this
when voting.

Thank you,

Carla Riestenberg
Portland, Oregon  

mailto:carla.riestenberg@gmail.com
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From: Chad Cook
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:57:28 AM

I’d like to respectfully ask your support of HP2314. As a lifelong motorcycle enthusiast and motorcycle commuter I
feel like HB 2314 is a step towards better motorcycle safety in the state of Oregon.
The ability to remove yourself from danger is a key component to this bill. With the increased population and
heavier traffic in the Portland area I have had many close calls while out riding, most of which could’ve been
avoided had I been able to move freely and get out of harms way.
Thank you for your consideration,

Chad Cook

my iPhone sent this

mailto:chadtcook@gmail.com
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From: C. Nelson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on House Bill 2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:21:34 PM

I'm writing to encourage your support of a YES vote on House Bill 2314.
As a road riding motorcyclist of over 20 years, lane sharing or 'filtering' as it is often referred to is a wonderful
benefit on many levels.  I have many miles of first hand experience in the practice of lane sharing, and believe it to
be safe, productive, beneficial, and educational to all road users.
It eases congestion, improves the flow of traffic, and gives a motorcycle operator the opportunity to position
themselves in a more conspicuous location to other drivers and vehicles.  This helps visibility of the rider and their
machine, which can often be dwarfed among modern road going trucks and S.U.V.s.
An added awareness benefit is to other vehicle operators.  With sound proof cabins, GPS, and other digital screens
and audio systems, the inside of many vehicle cabins are very isolated from the environment just outside their
windows.  A slight difference in the usual pattern of traffic such as a filtering motorcycle catches the attention
immediately.  From that point on a vehicle driver is more likely to be 'watching for', or 'expecting to see' a filtering
motorcycle.  The outcome is a safety benefit through visibility to both the motorcycle operator, and the vehicle
driver.
In addition, one's possible initial frustration that the car they are in cannot filter, may lead the car driver to think
about riding a motorcycle instead.  If so, this could contribute to a smaller traffic footprint, less congestion on our
roadways, less vehicle emissions, less gasoline use and less wear and tear on road surfaces.
Please vote YES on house bill 2314 and let Oregon continue to be at the leading edge of progressive and thoughtful
legislation.  Motorcyclists are only one of many groups that will benefit.

Thoughtfully submitted,
Christian Nelson
Portland Oregon

mailto:christiannelsonpdx@gmail.com
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From: CRAIG BLAIR
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB 2314 Lane Sharing
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 1:56:06 PM

Dear Legislators,

Thank you for your service.

I am writing to ask for a yes vote on HB 2314.  My motorcycle can not idle for very
long without causing damage.  If traffic is stopped I must shut the engine off and park
or leave the freeway if I can.

HB 2314 lane sharing would protect myself, and my time, effort, monetary investment.

HB 2314 is safe, reduces congestion, environment and motorcycle friendly.

Again, please vote yes on HB2314.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Craig Blair

cb67@comcast.net 

mailto:cb67@comcast.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Cheshire Motorsports
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 4:18:03 PM

I am writing today in support of HB2314.

I have been a motorcycle rider for almost 30 years and a professional in the motorcycle industry for 25. In this time,
I have ridden innumerable miles primarily in three states; Colorado, California and Oregon.

Whether riding for pleasure, or commuting, I have never felt as safe on a motorcycle, in traffic, as I did in
California. I attribute this to California's lane sharing law.

Also, although not scientific data, during my 25 years of working in motorcycle service shops, in three different
states, I can confidently say that both first hand accounts of customers being rear-ended on motorcycles and the
number of motorcycles in my shop for rear end damage were/are commonplace in Colorado and Oregon, but
virtually nonexistent in California. I attribute this to California's lane sharing law as well.

Oregon has been my home for the last 14 years and will continue to be for the foreseeable future. For the safety of
my friends, family and customers, it is my hope that we will adopt sensible lane sharing laws like the ones in
California. HB2314 is a good start and I appreciate your consideration of it today.

Best Regards,
Daric Cheshire

mailto:cheshiremotorsports@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: David Terrell
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:36:40 PM

Dear Members of the Joint Transportation Committee,
I am writing in support of the lane sharing bill, HB2314.
As a motorcycle rider in Oregon I understand that is not lawful to split lanes, but I
have seen two motorcycle police officer riding side by side.
I think police officers are doing the right thing, not taking the full space of a car.
The same thing when I am standing waiting for a green light and using a full space
when in front of me is another motorcycle. Many studies have shown that not only
motorcycles sharing lanes reduce traffic congestion, but these studies have shown
that it reduces accidents, making riding safer.
I sincerely hope you move forward with this bill,
Sincerely,
 
David Terrell, Ph. D. 
http;//classpages.warnerpacific.edu/DTerrell
Email manufactured using 100% recycled electrons. 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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From: Dylan Steeb
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:45:40 PM

I respectfully urge your support on HB2314.

Legal prescribed lane sharing and filtering for motorcyclists increases motorcyclist safety and can help 
reduce traffic on busy roadways. This bill would benefit all drivers on some Oregon’s heavily congested 
roadways.

I am sure you have experienced sitting in traffic, seeing many of the drivers around you on their phones, 
gazing at their infotainment displays or otherwise engaged in some incredibly dangerous inattentive 
practice, not safely operating their vehicle. Now imagine being a motorcyclist on one of our highly 
congested roads and wondering if the person coming up behind you is watching a youtube video when 
he should be paying attention to the fact that you are actually 15 feet behind that dump truck they just 
briefly registered when they last glimpsed up from the phone in their lap. I have consistently observed 
that the slower the traffic flow, the more I see car & truck drivers are likely to engage in highly distracted 
driving practices. This is exactly the time and place I do not want to be at the mercy of chance; lane 
splitting and filtering puts me in control of my safety.

The option to legal lane split and filter could also help reduce some of the very unsafe and illegal 
practices that I observe some motorcyclists engage in currently like riding up the shoulder of the 
highway or unpredictably weaving through slowed traffic.

I already choose to engage in defensive driving practices and wear well over a thousand dollars in 
personal protective gear (helmet, dedicated CE rated armored jacket, armored pants, armored gloves & 
armored boots). I would greatly appreciate the choice of lane splitting and filtering, to be employed 
where/when legal & at a safe speed, to increase my safety on the road. 

We are fortunate in this region to have a mild winter and long riding season relative to other areas. I ride 
my motorcycle to commute to work every day I am able; it is more fuel & space efficient on the road 
than a car or truck & preferred parking for motorcycles is available at my work. Due to my home and 
work locations, public transportation would actually increase my commute time unacceptably; in short, I 
will either be in a car or on a motorcycle 5 days a week. My AM commute averages 25-30 minutes while 
in the afternoon and evening it incredibly increases to 55-60 minutes & there are days it exceeds an 
hour. In the summer, that includes boiling in the heat while sitting in stop and go traffic (remember all 
that safety gear). The ability to lane split and filter would have a dramatic impact on my commute at no 
expense or inconvenience to other drivers on the road.

Many non-motorcyclists’ first reaction to lane splitting and filtering is one of negativity. However I have 
found almost every time, after just briefly discussing the benefits of safe & legal splitting and filtering 
practices, they have a much different opinion. I hope that when you consider the benefits of HB2314 

mailto:steeb.dylan@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


for the motorcyclists and drivers of Oregon, you too will enthusiastically support this bill and urge your 
colleagues to do the same.

Thank you.



From: Eric Boyd
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:39:09 PM

Good afternoon - 
I am writing you to respectfully request your support of HB2314.

I ride to and from work often, rain or shine. Knowing that someday I might be able to simply share
the lane with cars when traffic is tight brings me some hope. Too often do I see drivers on their
phones not paying attention to me. I would like some relief knowing I could keep traffic moving
while safely moving between stopped or slow moving vehicles.

Thank you for your consideration.
Eric Boyd
NE Portland, OR

mailto:EricTBoyd@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Erik Ursin
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 - Lane Sharing in Oregon
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:18:31 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to you in hopes that you will find HB2314 worthy of your support. I 
fully endorse the bill, and I would encourage you to do the same.

Here’s why...

I’ve been a Portland resident for over 10 years, and, in that time, I’ve seen traffic conditions 
worsen drastically on our roadways. The Pacific Northwest is an increasingly popular 
destination amongst young adults and families, and anyone who commutes regularly can attest 
to the fact that our roadways & infrastructure are already beyond capacity. 

Living in a region that is forward-thinking & environmentally conscious (i.e. turning off 
vehicle engines while idling at railroad crossings), it only makes sense that we’d endorse 
motorcycle lane sharing. It would certainly decrease pollution created by stop & go traffic, and 
it’d also aid with our increasing roadway congestion issues.

I think it’s safe to assume that the general public’s main concern with lane sharing is safety, 
which is fully understandable. In fact, as an avid motorcycle rider myself, I was a little 
intimidated by the concept when I was first learning about it. However, I think it’s important 
to note that many of these concerns can be attributed to a lack of knowledge about the law’s 
parameters.

Once I learned about when and how motorcyclists can utilize lane sharing, it made perfect 
sense. Lane sharing is not going to happen on all roadways (exclusive to freeways & 
highways), and riders can only go a max of 20mph when doing so! It’s also important to note 
that lane sharing isn’t a mandatory practice amongst riders. Just as they should have learned 
during their endorsement training classes, all motorcycle riders should be alert, make sure to 
ride within their abilities, and ride according to road & traffic conditions. If they don’t feel 
comfortable sharing lanes under any circumstance, they don’t have to! That being said, when 
done safely and under the right conditions, lane sharing should be no more dangerous than any 
other type of legal motorcycle riding on our roadways.

Please take your time to consider the advantages of this proposed bill. Again, I believe it is 
fully worthy of endorsement and would be a welcome practice on our roadways.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Erik Ursin

mailto:erikursin@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


702.806.0085
erikursin.com 

http://erikursin.com/


From: Glen Miller
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:29:55 PM

I respectfully request support for Bill HB2314.
Vote YES on HB2314.
I hope you support moving HB2314 forward in legislature.

My own personal motorcycling experience with Lane Sharing for 10 years in California was the the Safest
Motorcycle vs Auto Traffic experience I’ve ever had in my life. I grew up in Miami and have lived in Atlanta, NYC,
Chicago and Los Angles. I’ve ridden motorcycle on the streets in traffic since 1980.
But the last 10 years here in Portland area have been the most Unsafe & Dangerous riding in traffic conditions I’ve
ever experienced.
I feel that sitting in traffic behind an automobile that is turning left and I have no legal option to pass safely has
created an Unsafe Trapped feeling while riding in traffic in Oregon.
HB2314 would help ease the stress of riding a motorcycle in traffic for me at this time in my life, I hope this can
become a Law.

“Lane Sharing is Caring”

Sincerely, Glen Miller

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:glenmiller65@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Hannah Johnson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please Vote YES for HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 6:07:41 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I am requesting your YES vote on HB2314, to support the legalization of motorcycle lane sharing in Oregon.

On my 2 hours of daily commute time in the Portland metro area, I see that the legalization of lane sharing could
help in the following ways:
1) reduced congestion on busy thoroughfares, where I spend much of my time
2) reduced pollution due to increased motorcycle usage over single-passenger vehicles. (Motorcycles generally
have better fuel efficiency, and would be on the road for less time.)
3) increased safety for motorcyclists in stopped or slowing traffic (as an example, the high potential of rear-end
collisions of cars into motorbikes would be greatly diminished)

As an established Oregon resident, I have seen the changes in traffic congestion over the past decade, and I
believe this bill will be a huge step in the right direction toward reducing the severity of congestion.

Please vote YES on HB2314!

Thank you,
Hannah Johnson

mailto:hannahljohnson21@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Gutmann, Hans U
To: JCT Exhibits
Cc: Gutmann, Hans U
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 12:22:52 PM

Please support this bill. I'm an avid rider, and feel the bill helps to address some
safety concerns I have about riding in Oregon.
I've lived, and riden in California, though most of my life has been spent in Oregon, so
I feel I have experience with the benefits of lane sharing.
Thanks, 
Hans Gutmann

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S7.

mailto:hans.u.gutmann@intel.com
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From: James Groat
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: lane sharing
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:30:42 PM

Joint Transportation Committee,
I request your support of HB2314.  I have been a motorcycle rider for 30 years and think this
is a good idea.  The Berkeley  Study  shows that lane sharing is safer for riders because the
likelyhood of getting in a rear end crash, the most common accident, is less likely when lane
sharing and traffic flows better because motorcycles are not taking up a lane.  
Riding a motorcycle helps reduce congestion and pollution.
Thank you,
James Groat

mailto:jhgdesigns@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: James Luce
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Writing in support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 10:17:45 PM

Dear Joint Transportation Committee,
I write to add my voice to the support for HB2314. 

I'm a mechanical engineer and motorcyclist from Portland who commutes to Wilsonville and
suffers the woes of I-5 and I-205 every day. I do not commute on a motorcycle because of the
special safety issues and discomfort that come with being on a motorcycle in stop-and-go
traffic. If HB2314 goes forward, on many days I would be one less car jamming up the
highways.

I can understand reticence for passing a bill allowing motorcycle lane sharing. I know that the
benefits (reduced congestion, increased safety for motorcyclists, etc.) won't be immediately
obvious to the general population. At first, drivers will likely have the feeling of watching
someone get ahead of them in traffic without the realization that there's a benefit in there being
one less car in front of them to wait for. I can understand that not being the most popular
legislation to attach your name to.

Regarding perceptions, I also understand that not all motorcyclists are civil in traffic. I
remember before the normalization of bicycling that came with significant bicycle
infrastructure in Portland, a much higher percentage of cyclists were lawless and uncivil. As
we've made legal and infrastructure accommodations for cycling, I think most of us would
agree that the interactions between cyclists and cars had improved remarkably. I would expect
a similar transition for motorcyclists if their presence in traffic was more normalized.  

I encourage the JTC to consider that good legislation isn't always catering to the clamor, and
that the role of good governors sometimes means knowing what's best for the population as a
whole. Traffic in Portland will only become worse, and HB2314 offers a degree of reprieve
that much of the rest of the world takes advantage of.

Thank you for your consideration,

James Luce
Mechanical Engineer
Portland, OR

mailto:james.allan.luce@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jared Rhodes
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:21:58 AM

Good morning, 

Please support HB2314 by voting YES.  This bill would allow for safe lane splitting in
Oregon.  HB2313 would help alleviate traffic in the Portland Metro area.  It would also
encourage more commuters to travel by motorcycle further alleviating auto gridlock.   

Respectfully, 

Jared Rhodes, Portland resident 

mailto:jrhodesy@gmail.com
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From: Jesse Fairbank
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:38:44 PM

As a motorcycle rider, I am terrified of being rear-ended, and feel it is one of the biggest
threats to my safety. Having the option to split lanes works just about everywhere in the world
except for some states in the US where it is illegal, and studies have shown that it is safer and
reduces traffic and fossil fuel use/pollution. Allowing lane splitting is good for all road users
because it frees up space in the road and reduces traffic. It also encourages more people to ride
motorcycles, and since motorcycles take up less space on the road and are easier to park, more
people on bikes makes crowded urban roads *better* for all road users. When you add in the
fact that it saves the lives of your neighbors, friends, family, and spouses that ride, allowing
filtering and lane splitting is a no-brainer. If you aren't familiar with the issue, please look into
the scientific studies that have been done rather than just following the knee-jerk 'that can't be
safe' car driver reactions, and thanks for having an open mind!

https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/transportation/article3204990.html

Thanks for considering the helping to save my life,

Jesse Fairbank

mailto:jessefairbank@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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From: Joe Stevens
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:42:40 PM

Hello,

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. 

As an avid motorcyclist in Portland, I feel that utilizing lane sharing would be of great 
benefit to help reduce congestion and promote environmental benefits for computing 
in the city. 

Thanks for you time.

- Joe

 
JOE STEVENS
 

360.601.6466
 

UNDEROPENAIR.COM
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From: John Golden
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 - Oregon"s 2019 Lane Sharing Bill
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 4:16:40 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314!
 
I've been an Oregon resident for about 42 years, have had an Oregon motorcycle license for
about 24 year, and I and have been living in the greater Hillsboro area that whole time. Most
of my work brings me out to Portland via highway 26. Over the years traffic has gone from bad
to worse to horrible! Making motorcycle lane sharing legal would not only cut down my own
commute time, but the commute time for others as well. It would also cut down on emissions
because it would be less vehicle's engines that will be idling while at a stop. I like to
be environmentally conscious, and my motorcycles and scooters get much better fuel
economy than a car or truck.

I hope you support the bill to make lane sharing legal in Oregon!

Thank you,
John Golden

mailto:goblackcap@hotmail.com
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From: John McCluskey
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:34:01 PM

Hello,

In regards to HB2314, I ask that you please support this effort to legalize lane sharing for
motorcycles.  I ride motorcycles and have sometimes commuted to work on them and the
traffic in Portland makes this horrible stop and go workout for my clutch hand.  I have ridden
in California and their lane splitting laws allow for sharing the road in a safe manner, limiting
speed differences, and I think it is the logical thing to do and not as big a deal as people make
it out to be.   Riding a motorcycle is dangerous. There is no debating that, but riding between
the lanes isn't any more dangerous than just being in traffic at all.  

I do not commute on my bike anymore because of traffic, but would if I didn't have to sit in
traffic standstill.  That takes cars off the road which create the traffic in the first place.  I also
don't ride in traffic because my motorcycle is a vintage 70's bike that needs air cooling, by
wind passing over the engine fins.  These engines aren't designed to sit in hot traffic start and
stop with no air flow, they overheat.  They produce so much heat, I can feel it on my legs and
in my protective riding pants and jacket it feels like I'm sitting on a stove.  I need the airflow
too, or else it feels miserable to wear my protective pants and jacket.  I know of people that
don't wear protective clothing because its too hot in traffic standstill, but would if they could
keep moving at 15mph.  As traffic gets worse and worse, and motorcycle use is on the steady
climb, this needs to be addressed thoughtfully.  

This may sound like excuses, but it is not, these are real concerns and thoughts of mine.  Every
biker I talk to says they want this, and don't understand why this can work in California but
not Oregon.  We need to regulate this with laws that make sense instead of banning it
altogether without even trying it.  

Thank you,
John McCluskey

mailto:jmcclusk@gmail.com
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From: A and J Taylor
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Yes on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:21:19 PM

I respectfully request the Joint Transportation Committee, as well as all Representatives and

Senators, to support passage of HB2314. I believe that lane sharing allows for the safe and more

efficient passage of motorcycles through very slow or ‘standstill’ traffic.

The benefits of safe lane sharing include the reduction of automobile traffic that will, in turn, provide

for environmental benefits. The use of auto-alternative motorcycles and scooters, including electric

versions, offers the opportunity for significant emissions reductions.

I’m sure there are many other benefits to lane sharing on our highways which will support the

passage of this bill.

Thank you for your consideration…John Taylor

mailto:flicksandbooks@gmail.com
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From: Munns, Jon
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314 for safe lane sharing.
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 12:03:44 PM

Dear Joint Transportation Committee,
 
I urge you to vote YES on HB2314 for safe lane sharing in Oregon. I am a 24 year resident
of Portland Oregon and a lifelong motorcyclist. I commute to work on my motorcycle year
round and ride for pleasure on the weekends. I am a responsible rider and take the safety
of all motorists very seriously. I am also an instructor with MotoCorsa and teach
motorcyclist how to improve their skills, build confidence and ride more safely. Something
that I am proud to contribute.
 
Additionally I have experienced legal lane sharing first hand as a former California resident
and occasional visitor. Having had that experience I can assure you than it is far safer for
both automobiles and motorcyclists alike.
 
Traffic congestion continues to get worse in Oregon. By voting YES on HB2314, you will
also will help to alleviate congestion on our roads by encourage even more riders to
commute more safely.
 
Please vote YES on HB2314!
 
Regards,
Jon Munns
 
Jon Munns
VP Concept Generator FUTURE
 
adidas
FUTURE TEAM
M: +1 503 327 9423 jon.munns@adidas.com
5055 N. Greeley Ave. Portland, OR 97217 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This e-mail or any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information. Unless you
are the intended recipient, you may not disclose, copy or use any information herein. If you
have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply and delete the
e-mail from your system.
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From: Jordan Galash
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: support for HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:46:27 AM

As a year round motorcyclist who commutes from Portland to Hillsboro I think this bill should
be passed if for no other reason than to help relieve traffic strain on the city and help to
incentivize more people to commute on motorcycles.

thank you for your consideration,

Jordan Galash

mailto:jgalash69@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Jorden Leib
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please - Support Lane Sharing Legislation
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:06:11 PM

Hello,

My name is Jorden Leib and I can account for many instances where lane sharing just makes
complete sense. In fact I can account for many dangerous encounters with drivers who
because lane sharing or riding on the shoulder isn’t legal and are naive to why a motorcycle
might need to use the shoulder have actually tried to harm me and my passenger when we
elected to use the shoulder.

Riding a motorcycle is better for the environment, and cuts down on traffic on the road. I can
fit 4 of my bikes in the place of a car.

Example:
1. We were in 2 hour Seattle traffic and my bike was overheating. Bikes over heat if they do
not move as they are air cooled as much as they are liquid cooled. Drivers sit nicely in air
conditioned gas guzzling cars and we riders have to endure the elements, rain or shine. My
girlfriend was getting heat stroke it seemed and so a I said screw it, I’m going to take the
shoulder to the nearest exits a couple miles up the road. Two drivers tried to block me,
seemingly thinking that I am slowing them down and cutting them by riding on the shoulder,
not the case.

I endure the same issues in oregon all of the time. 

Please, pass this common sense legislation and let’s get more people out of cars and onto
motorbikes.

 Why not help us complete our travels safer and more enjoyably by legalizing lane sharing.

mailto:jorden.leib@gmail.com
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From: Kevin Mapes
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: lane sharing
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:55:52 PM

I am not a big scary biker, just a businessman who likes to commute via fuel-
efficient transportation. Lane sharing would be very helpful to relieve congestion on many of
our crowded streets. Please pass along my support of lane sharing.

Thanks, Kevin 

-- 
Kevin Mapes, Principal Broker
Licensed in OR & WA
Connect PDX Group | Keller Williams Sunset Corridor
503.341.0267
fax:  503.270-5625
elp-lockup-gray.jpg

Ask about our team being a Dave Ramsey Endorsed Local Provider!
Facebook | Instagram | Website | Zillow Reviews 
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https://kevinmapes.kw.com/
https://www.zillow.com/profile/connectpdx/


From: Kirk Schreiter
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: In support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:48:35 PM

I write to you today as a lifelong adult motorcyclist of over 30 years, the past 15 of which I have been
a year round daily commuter in the Portland Metro region, riding particularly I5 and I84.
 
I also am writing as a former skeptic of lane sharing. But having this past winter had the opportunity
to spend three days on a business trip in and around San Francisco where I rented a motorcycle and
rode north into Marin as well as south to Monterey—several hundreds of miles riding mostly
interstate, and mostly through inclement weather, I am now a supporter of lane sharing in concept
and this bill in particular.
 
You will have much testimony relating to data and studies—I have only my personal anecdotal
experience to present. I was hesitant initially to take advantage of lane sharing until trapped in
motionless traffic in a torrential downpour on the Golden Gate Bridge. A rider who clearly was a
local commuter rode past me in the lane share zone. I chose to follow the local. It was a revelation.
When I found myself later in similar situations throughout the trip I felt my comfort and safety
enhanced as I was able to move out of harms way and through stopped traffic. My fatigue was less
and stress lower, making for a safer ride.
 
This is why I personally am now an advocate for lane sharing and urge the committee to support
HB2314.
 
Respectfully,
 
Kirk Schreiter
 
Customer Outreach/Inside Sales
503-226-3595

2100 NW 22nd Ave
Portland, OR 97210
kirks@gw-inks.com

 Portland - Los Angeles – Hayward -  Reno - Seattle
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From: kirkslack
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 Testimony Submittal
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 1:11:34 PM

Hello,
Please vote YES on HB2314.

I am an avid motorcyclist and I ride year round.  HB2314 would make lane sharing by
motorcyclist legal on certain Oregon highways during specific, well defined situations. 

Lane sharing, stated simply, is allowing a motorcycle to travel between lanes of slow moving
or stopped traffic.  Lane sharing increases the safety for the motorcyclist, reduces congestion
by increasing the flow of traffic (# of vehicles passing through a point per unit of time) and
reduces environmental impact by reducing the time a vehicle spends idling.  I will go more in
depth on each one of these three benefits.

Safety.  In stop and go traffic, the most common type of accident is a rear end collision.  If a
motorcyclist is sitting behind a stop vehicle, they are are in a vulnerable position if a vehicle
approaching from behind does not react the stopped traffic in time.  If this motorcyclist is
allowed to move between the lanes of stopped traffic, they are less likely to be the victim of a
rear end collision.  While some argue that you can always move out of the way if there is an
imminent rear end collision, the reaction time needed to safely and effectively avoid the
collision is nearly impossible.  When a motorcycle is sitting at a stop, most riders will shift the
motorcycle into neutral and release the clutch.  In order to avoid a rear end collision, a rider
would need to recognize the imminent threat, shift into gear and move out of the way.  Given
the number of distracted drivers on the road and the limited amount of time one has to react to
a rear end collision, the safest solution is easy to see; allow the motorcyclist to move out of the
dangerous zone. 

Congestion. Every vehicle on the road is trying to get somewhere.  A roadway has a certain
capacity to move a certain number of vehicles per lane per hour.  During times of high
congestion, allowing motorcyclists to lane share increases the roadway capacity by essentially
increasing the number of lanes of the roadway.  This increased capacity happens only at times
when it is needed and with no additional infrastructure.  A 2012 study from Belgium found
that if 10% of users were motorcyclists and were allowed to lane share, the traffic delay for all
users would be reduced by 40%.  This 40% reduction in traffic delays could be achieved by
more efficiently using the infrastructure that is in place with no additional spending on
expensive roadway and bridge expansions.   

Environment:  Motorcycles are generally more efficient that cars and trucks.  The motorcycles
I ride get between 50 and 60 miles per gallon while my car only gets 34 miles per gallon.  If
everyone on the road reach their destination more quickly, then they use less fuel / gas while
idling in traffic.   This law would encourage people to commute by motorcycles, which are
more efficient and help all drivers reach their destination more quickly.  

This bill is a simple, safe way to increase the capacity of our existing infrastructure.   It would
improve safety for motorcyclists.  Lastly, it would decrease the amount of climate altering
gases entering our environment.  
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It is common practice in Europe and many places in Asia.

I hope you will consider voting YES on HB2314.

Thank you for your time.

Kirk Slack



From: Kris Hurrle
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:58:18 PM

My name is Kris Hurrle and I respectfully request your support of HB2314. 

As a motorcyclist sitting in backed up traffic can be one of the most stressful parts of riding.
Whether it be the concern of my air cooled motorcycle overheating or the driver behind me who is
looking at his/her phone that rear ends me. This lane splitting option would allow me to continue to
move in a save and effective way reducing the amount of spaces occupied on the already busy
road and allow me and other motorcyclists to continue on our way safely. 

Please consider supporting this bill. I thank you sincerely for your time. 

Kris Hurrle
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From: michael@fontanarosadesign.com
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I support bill HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:01:31 PM

As a rider of over 20 years on Oregon roads I personally know the dangers of sitting at a stop on a road. In 1998 I
was struck from behind as I waited for stopped traffic causing significant injuries and damage. Lane sharing allows
for motorcycles to move and reduces the risk to the rider. Please support this bill.

Michael Fontanarosa
1909 SE 25th ave
Portland OR 97214
503 2335251
Sent from my iPad
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From: Michael Smythe
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 1:35:23 PM

I am writing to encourage you to support HB2314.
 
As a 20year plus Oregonian and a motorcycle rider I support HB2314 and hope you will too.
 
I feel this legislation will do much to improve the safety of ridding motorcycles on Oregon’s
Highways.
 
My understanding is that HB2314 would legalize lane sharing only on freeways and highways.
HB2314 is a commonsense way to allow motorcycles to “share the road” safely.  HB2314 doesn’t
jeopardize bicycle or pedestrian  safety because of the way HB2314 is written.
 
A great quote I read sums up my belief on this legislation:
“There's no data about whether or not lane sharing increases or decreases the likelihood of
accident, under the conditions outlined in HB2314. Even the Berkeley Study explicitly states that it
doesn’t have the right kind of data to draw a conclusion either way, and it’s the largest motorcycle
crash study ever conducted in the U.S. I have to remind people that their ‘hunch’ that lane sharing is
dangerous doesn’t mean it’s a fact.”
 
I conclude by again asking you to consider and support HB2314.
 
Sincerely,
 
-Michael Smythe
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From: Michelle Hooton
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please Vote Yes on HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 12:01:02 AM

I hope that you will vote yes on HB2314. 

Lane sharing would provide many much needed benefits to Portland roads. 

It would help reduce congestion. Portland continues to become more congested with each
passing year as more people move to the area. Allowing lane sharing would be an easy,
funding free way to help get more people on the road while reducing cars. Think of it like a jar
of marbles. Marbles are cars, and if you want to fill in the space to make it more efficient, fill
in the rest with sand. Scooters and motorcycles are the sand. Encouraging more two wheeled
driving would lessen the parking burden in downtown and on residential surface streets. 

It would help the environment. Scooters and motorcycles are significantly more fuel efficient
and keep cars with only one person off the road. There would be less idling on the freeway.
Every little bit helps. 

It would reduce the number of fatalities on two wheels due to rear end collisions as scooters
and motorcycles would be able to remove themselves from these situations. 

The other areas of the world with this type of system, like California or the UK, are models of
the benefits that we could also see on our roads. They are proof that it can be done safely and
effectively. 

Thank you for your time. Please vote yes. 

Thank you,
Michelle Hooton 
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From: Nathan Fant
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Writing In Support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:13:36 PM

I respectfully request your support for HB2314.

As a motorcycle commuter in Multnomah County Oregon, I support lane splitting for
motorcyclists. Dangers from distracted drivers are a very serious problem for motorcycles in
Oregon. Lane splitting gives motorcyclists a much safer option while commuting. Please
support this bill for the safety of motorcyclists in Oregon!

Sincerely,
Nathan Fant
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                                                                                                                                                                           02/18/2019 

Dear Co-Chairs Beyer and McKeown and Members of the Joint Committee on Transportation: 

    I am a resident of Portland for the last 21 years and a motorcyclist for the last 31 years. I strongly urge you to Please 
vote YES on HB2314. The fact that your citizens have been requesting you to pass this bill for so long is a testimony in 
itself in its validity and need for this wonderful community. 

You voting YES on HB 2314 will save lives and make it safer for motorcyclists. It will prevent accidents before they 
happen. 

You voting YES on HB 2314 reduce congestion for all commuters. 

You voting YES on HB 2314 will eventually make for a more aware and attentive commuter population. This will make 
it safer for all commuters and not just motorcyclists. 

You voting YES on HB2314 will save the state money in the long run by reducing the costs associated with accidents:  
Less accidents = Less cleanup and traffic blockages. 

You voting YES on HB 2314 will also encourage a greener transportation option, which is better for our community. 

You voting YES on HB 2314 makes a lot of people Happier, because they feel safer and ARE safer. 

     As motorcyclists, most of us know that the safest path in a situation of a potential rear end collision, is the parallel 
path between the two cars ahead of us. This creates a safe bubble for the rider. Sharing the lane according to the rules 
you provide, makes the traffic flow smoother in our rapidly growing cities. Being in the space between two cars 
actually puts the motorcyclist in the path of the rear view mirror of both cars and semi trucks, rather than in the next 
lane, which many times puts us in the Blind spot of these vehicles. 

While you say YES on HB2314, let us together bring awareness to this concept of lane sharing and educate the public 
by having billboards and stickers similar to the one below. 

                                                                 

Thank you for your time and I sincerely hope HB2314 will be approved. 

Regards, 

Naveen Mundanda. 



From: Pat golden
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 5:48:54 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. 
I am not a motorcycle rider, but do support lane sharing for motorcycles.  I know that motorcycles are frequently
rear ended, and lane sharing will help prevent some of those accidents.  Lane sharing will reduce congestion on busy
highways and freeways and allow the rest of us to reach our destinations sooner.  Lane sharing will also help reduce
emissions and wear and tear on road surfaces.
Please vote YES on HB2314.

Pat Golden
Golden Orchard, LLC
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From: paul gardner
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:30:41 PM

To whom it may concern, 

Please vote YES on HB2314!!! With increased traffic in the Portland metro area it would be of
great benefit for those who choose to do so to have the ability to share lanes on a motorcycle
or scooter. 

Thanks
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From: Perry Rikli
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 12:59:39 PM

Dear Committee Members;

I hope that you will support HB2314.  This bill will help reduce traffic congestion in
metropolitan Portland, where I travel on I-84 and I-5.  It will encourage motorcyclists to ride
carefully and move toward their final destinations in an expedient manner.  The bill will offer
motorcyclists the respect of riding without hindered efforts.  Motorcyclists will, in turn,
respect rights of all drivers of all vehicles to move toward their destinations in a safe manner.  

I’m a 65 year-old motorcyclist with no accidents or traffic infractions.  I may choose to share a
lane with the passage of this bill and keep some elements of traffic moving.  On the other
hand, I may choose not to share a lane.  This is a choice that I may have at my discretion if the
bill is passed.  

Without this bill, traffic will not be improved.  I may sit in traffic during hot days in my idling
truck contributing to the carbon dioxide polluting the air simply because I don’t want to sit in
traffic on my motorcycle with the sun on my back and my head sweating inside my helmet.

Please support HB2314 for the sake of the motorcyclists and the environment.  

Perry Rikli
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From: peter kahn
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:07:08 PM

Hello,
My name is Peter Kahn.  I'm writing today to encourage support for HB2314.
Thank you for your consideration.
Peter 
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From: PETER S. PETERSEN
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:38:08 AM
Importance: High

Joint Transportation Committee

To whom it may concern,

I sincerely hope you support HB2314 as both the safety and reduction in
pollution and traffic congestion is an advantage to both cars and motorcycles!
Several tests done by various states and organizations, plus my own personal
experience riding motorcycle's since 1964. I live across the bridge in Vancouver,
WA but I have worked on the Oregon side since 1997. Hoping to see the
gumption of lane sharing find it's way through on this side of the river also.

As Chris Cochran, spokesman for the California’s Office of Traffic Safety, stated:
“lane-splitting in and of itself — when done in what we refer to as in a safe and
prudent manner — is no more dangerous than regular motorcycle-riding.”

Less accidents? Debatable, but probably not.

More accidents? Again, probably not.

Fatal accidents? No doubt "Yes!"

Among friends (on motorcycles) killed over the last 50+ years, the majority have
been due to negotiating a curve incorrectly, cars making left turns not paying
attention and being rear ended (squashed between cars) sitting in traffic! Done
correctly a great deal of the latter could very possibly have been avoided by lane
sharing/filtering/splitting!

Too many unknowing people against lane sharing/filtering/splitting associate a
motorcyclist passing between cars doing 50-80 (or more) miles per hour as lane
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sharing/filtering/splitting!

NOT lane sharing/filtering/splitting at all, BUT reckless driving/riding!

Traffic standing still or moving somewhere between 10 mph - 25 mph, the
motorcycle going no more than 10 mph above the surrounding traffic, that is lane
sharing/filtering/splitting!

Please vote yes on HB2314! My life could depend on it...

Sincerely yours,

Peter S. Petersen



From: priscilla white
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support of HB 2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 10:46:21 PM

Hello,

My name is Priscilla White and I hope to have your support on HB 2314.  I fully support this bill
for my own safety and the safety of the motorcycle community of which I am personally and
professionally involved with.  I manage Spoken Moto, a motorcycle cafe, venue, and
community gathering space in Bend, OR.  I am also one of the original founders of our local
branch of The Litas, a worldwide women's motorcycle networking group.  

I have ridden thousands of beautiful Oregon miles since earning my motorcycle license
endorsement in 2015, and in this time I, and many of my motorcyclist peers, have
encountered countless safety hazards and close calls as a result of not having the legal right to
share lanes when appropriate.  Not only are motorcyclists exposed and vulnerable to being
struck by vehicles whose drivers text or are otherwise distracted during rush hour, but being
stuck in stalled traffic during the extreme Oregon summer heat while wearing proper
motorcycle gear is also a very real and very common hazard that motorcyclists face during day
to day commuting.  Please, vote YES on HB2314.

Thank you for your time and consideration.  I hope I have your support in passing HB2314 in
2019. 

Best,
Priscilla White
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From: ric ault
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314”
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 8:03:00 AM

I have lived in Salem, Oregon since 1972  . I have been riding motorcycles both in the dirt &
on the street  for the last 38 years on an  almost daily  basis year round , So I would  say I have
an Expanse Knowledge of safely riding motorcycle in all climates ,seasons & surfaces .  In my
years of riding ,Experienced riders have always said its not if but when you will go down.  I
also have worked in the motorcycle industry for many years meeting many riders over the
years. I know the dangers of riding as well as anybody &  take responsibility for riding in what
some people say is a dangerous  hobby / life style . The danger lies in inattentive automobile
drivers   on there phones ,eating food  ,putting on make-up , reading books , watching Tv &
I've seen much more .  The most dangerous place for a motorcycle is stopped in between 
stopped cars  waiting to go  in  stop & go traffic , there is no protection from  being smashed
or run over top of . I personally Have been knocked off my motorcycle several times  in stop
& go bridge traffic in west salem  both times they knocked me down & drove away leaving
my knocked out  in one instance & with a broken foot the other time . Had I legally been able
to  lane share both times I would of not been injured or get to walk with a slight limp  the rest
of my life .   Motorcycles get normally 50 mpg & use less of a carbon foot print & take up a
1/4 of the space of most cars , So more can be on the road in less space . Many motorcycles
are air cooled & get very hot while idling as well as there operators can get heat stroke from
sitting in heavy traffic . Lane filtering  on a motorcycle just makes sense to get traffic flowing 
& keep motorcyclist's safe . Unfortunately When people think of lane sharing they envision
some idiot  riding dangerously  fast in between stopped cars  , Well the majority of
motorcyclists are  moms,dads , sisters ,brothers, grandparents & great grandparents  That ride
responsibly & simply want to be safe & arrive at home safe & not endanger  there lives or
others . Also if a lane filtering law was passed  that does not mandate that you do that every
time  or   even at all. I know many motorcyclists that probably won't or may not feel
comfortable in doing so & that's alright . motorcycles only need to flow a little faster than the
traffic flow.

I urge you in supporting HB 2314  & keep motorcyclists safe & traffic flowing.

Thanks for your time & consideration .

Richard D. Ault
tax payer ,voter , freedom fighter,
2A supporter ,  Business owner
 & avid motorcyclist .
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From: Robert Addison
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314.
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:37:58 PM

  Good afternoon I am writing to ask for your support of HB2314. I have been a part of the
motorcycle community in Portland for fifteen years. Over these years I have witnessed our
cities traffic issues triple and with our new technologies drivers become more distracted. I
personally have two acquaintances that have been injured in rear end motorcycle accidents one
of whom a woman came close to loosing her reproductive ability. I recognize that motorcycles
are dangerous. I am an absolute supporter of all available safety gear and responsible riding. 
  Living in a city that supports bicycle safety I believe we can move in a positive direction to
support motorcycle safety. I choose to ride a motorcycle and know that I still have to follow
all vehicle laws and regulations. I believe safe lane filtering on freeways and highways will
relieve some congestion and add to the safety of riders. 
Thank you for time sincerely
Robert C Addison.   
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From: Orefen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB 2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:39:35 PM

Hello, Please vote for HB2314 as it would help with the congestion and commute times. Thank you, Robert Grimes.
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From: Scott Rounds
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:25:04 AM

Hello,

I’m writing to request your support of HB2314. As someone who rode a motorcycle to work
yesterday, and will again tomorrow, this would greatly increase my safety on the highway
every single day. On about a monthly basis, I see a rear-end collision incident on interstate 84
and consider how it would play out if I were caught in the middle. Motorcyclists like myself
would be considerably safer with the ability to lane share through slow or stopped traffic. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,
Scott Rounds
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From: reddscycle@yahoo.com
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:32:47 PM

I urge you to support HB2314. Positive impacts of lane sharing include reduced congestion,
but more importantly safety. 

In 2014, I survived being rear ended while commuting to work by motorcycle. Hit from
behind at an estimated 25-30 MPH. Had I been able to legally enter the area between two
lanes, it would have been a normal commute.  In this age of distracted driving, any measure of
safety motorcyclists can utilize will be welcomed. 

In addition to increased safety, this bill has the potential to significantly reduce traffic
congestion. 

Please support HB2314, we as a community urge you!

Scott Simonton 
Forest Grove, OR

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Seth Richardson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Testimony for HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 9:02:20 PM

I hope that you support HB2314.

I am a motorist, a motorcyclist, a bicyclist, and a pedestrian. I ran
a small bicycle shop in Portland for years and have participated in
many conversations, meetings, and committees   about road safety and
balancing the needs of all the modes of transportation.  Most recently
I have been on the subcommittee on lane sharing for the GAC. For
months we have been meeting and discussing all aspects of lanesharing.
A practice that is quite common in much of the world including
California, but is somewhat controversial here in the rest of the US.

I have been interested in the idea from the start of the process. As a
bicyclist, when traffic is slow or stopped I have already been
performing a similar (legal) version of lanesharing. Specifically
passing cars on  the curb side. A practice I find essential to safely
and efficiently get around. I’ve always wished I could do the same on
my motorcycle which shares a similar footprint.

At first we had no idea what kind of lane-sharing rules might be
proposed for this legislative session and the conversation has been
far ranging as to the pros and cons. Now that we have bill 2314 we can
get down to specifics.

House Bill 2314 proposes that on a road that has a speed limit of 50
mph or more with at least two lanes of traffic moving in the same
direction and the traffic is slowed to 10 mph or less a motorcyclist
can pass between these two lanes at speeds no greater 10 mph greater
than the flow of traffic.
To sum up  if traffic on a two or more lane highway is stopped or
nearly so, a motorcyclist could slightly less slowly continue moving
in between those lanes. It does not allow the motorcyclist to pass
down the centerline, to pass on the curbside, or to use this ability
in any school zone that exists on a road that would otherwise qualify.

It is a very conservative and reasonable version of lane-sharing. Most
of the concerns we have discussed at our meetings are not applicable
to this bill at all. The benefit of not being stuck in stopped traffic
is clear. There are also real quantifiable safety benefits as
confirmed in the recent study performed by Dr. Rice in California. In
California lane-sharing was a grey area until recently. That study as
well as their  real world day to day experience with  lane sharing is
what prompted them to legally recognize lane sharing as an accepted
practice.

I believe we should follow their example and urge you to support House
Bill 2314!

Thank you,

Seth Richardson
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From: Shane Fullen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 testimony
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 12:35:23 PM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314. I am a frequent motorcyclist in Portland
Oregon and it would be so beneficial to pass the lane splitting bill. My biggest thought is that
Portland is getting more and more crammed and this gives people incentive to ride or buy a
bike so they can bypass the insane traffic by legally being allowed to split the lanes. I have had
multiple conversations with police officers that said that if they saw me lane splitting at a
respectful speed and being safe they wouldn't have a problem with it. Lastly Portland
motorists are so trained on being hyper aware of bicyclists that that would translate to being
aware of motorcyclists on the highway. I could list many more reasons on why this would
make a motorcyclists trip safer and more beneficial but I will just say please consider voting
yes to pass this bill. Thank you so much for the time and just being willing to have the
conversation. 

-Shane Fullen
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Distinguished Members of the Committee;

I am writing to you and respectfully requesting your support of HB2314

If I may introduce myself, my name is Steven Guderian and I am the person who first
determined that lane sharing at low speeds associated with heavy traffic is actually
safer than sitting in traffic between vehicles. The following is a brief background of my
experience, education and expertise that led me to this conclusion.

I am a recently retired motorcycle rider safety and collision reconstruction expert
and I have provided expert testimony in multiple states.

I have a Bachelor of Science Degree in Physics with a minor in Mathematics.
I am a retired motorcycle police officer and collision reconstructionist from the

Ontario, California Police Department.
I am retired from the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration,

(NHTSA) where one of my areas of expertise was motorcycle rider safety.
I am a retired Transportation Safety Specialist for the San Francisco Municipal

Transportation Agency, (SFMTA).
I have written approximately 70 different pieces ranging from peer reviewed

research and co-authoring a book on motorcycle rider safety to articles for local
publications.

I have spoken and/or given presentations at different traffic safety and
motorcycle safety conferences in multiple states.

I have been riding and commuting on motorcycles for the past 44 years and the
best estimate is that I have around a million miles on motorcycles.

As for my recognition that lane sharing, lane splitting or traffic filtering, whatever term
you wish to use for this practice, occurred while riding my motorcycle home one day in
the heavy San Francisco Bay Area afternoon commute. I was working for SFMTA and
earlier in the day had started the investigation and reconstruction of a very unique same
direction crash between a motorcycle and a public transportation bus. The motorcycle
had changed lanes into the side of the passing bus. Due to the heavy stop and go traffic
I was riding in on the freeway on my way home, I was lane sharing and was comparing
my situation to that of the rider in the lane changing crash I started investigating earlier
in the day. I was thinking about the motorcycle and rider dynamics of a same direction
lane changing crash compared with the motorcycle and rider dynamics of a rear end
crash to a motorcycle in traffic. I was doing this because I was asking myself if it was
safer for me to ride in heavy stop and go traffic, or move through the heavy stop and go
traffic between the cars.



I quickly realized that based on the crash dynamics comparison of a rear end crash to a
lane changing crash I was far better off being next to or side by side with cars rather
than being in line between cars. I started comparing California motorcycle crash data
with that of other states with a comparable riding season and discover that the lane
sharing allowed in California did result in less crashes and rider injuries.

I authored my first paper on the safety aspects of lane sharing and had it published in
the October 2011 issue of Motorcycle Consumer News. I wrote a second paper outlining
the dynamics of motorcycles and riders in a lane sharing same direction crash
compared to a rear end crash to show the differences in contact forces which accounts
for the reduction in rider injuries. This paper was published in the October 2012 issue of
Motorcycle Consumer News. Fast forward 7 years and the data and general motorcycle
rider safety community are moving toward lane sharing being a viable solution for
increasing motorcycle rider safety.

As a side note, I have been lane sharing for the entire 44 years that I have been riding
and I have never been involved in any crash with another vehicle while lane sharing.

If I may make one last point, the current training for motorcycle rider safety is such that
if a rider is stopped behind or riding slowly behind a vehicle he is supposed to watch his
rearview mirror in order to spot a vehicle approaching too fast to stop and could crash
with the rear of the motorcycle. If the rider sees this pending rear end crash unfolding
the recommend action is to move over to a position beside the vehicle(s) in front of the
rider. In other words, in order to avoid a potential rear end collision it is recommended
that the rider move into the lane sharing riding position. This begs the question of why
not let the rider put themselves there in the first place.

Distinguished committee members, I thank you for your time in the matter of HB2314. I
hope that I have been able to provide you with some additional information and insight
that will help you support HB2314.

Respectfully Submitted,
Steven M. Guderian
Motorcycle Safety Consulting (retired)



From: Thomas Le Dluz
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314 - Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 4:47:40 PM

Hi there,

I support the vote yes on HB2314 because there is no reason motorcyclist should wait behind
cars when these cars are stopped in traffic on the highway and freeway.

When I ride from Belmont street where I work to Lombard, it can take up to 45 minutes when
the traffic is really slowed down and stopped. Which is insane. If I'm riding my motorcycle
and split lanes in case of really low speed or vehicles being stopped, I can save up tones of
time to be out of the road. Then will reduced risks of getting hurt on the streets. And the traffic
will be reduced by every motorcycles rider getting out of the road more quickly.

Please VOTE YES on HB2314.
Thank you for your attention

– Thomas

mailto:thomas.ledluz@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


Sheriff Timothy M. Evinger Oregon HB2314 Written Testimony February 20, 2019 
PO Box 1 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
541-708-1765 
 
 
My name is Tim Evinger, I served 3 terms as the elected Klamath County Sheriff with a total of 
24 years in law enforcement and 6 years as an investigator and a criminal justice professor. As a 
matter of background, I am not only a career law enforcement officer, administrator, and 
investigator, I am also a motorcycle rider- both as a civilian often as my primary vehicle for 
transportation) and as a police officer. 
 
After receiving my driver’s license at 16, I promptly went back to DMV on my motorcycle to add 
my motorcycle endorsement. I rode my motorcycle to high school, then to college and also 
commuted to my workplace. My affection for two-wheeled motorized transportation eventually 
translated into my career. I served 11 years riding as a police motor officer. During that time, I 
was certified by the Oregon State Police motorcycle division. I went on to become a motor 
instructor- teaching and certifying other police officers throughout the State of Oregon. During 
my instructor training, a seasoned California Highway Patrol (CHP) motor officer stressed to us 
students how, and why, lane sharing should be done; 
 
It is effective for traffic movement and the safety of motorcyclists. This made an impact on me 
and stuck with me since that lecture and demonstration. While my comments and testimony 
today address enforcement and safety from a police officer’s perspective, I cannot deny that I 
am a lifelong rider and I appreciate the many efficiencies of motorcycling. Getting through 
congested traffic and being one less four-wheeled vehicle stuck on the highway, really is one of 
those reasons. 

 
HB2314 is full of safeguards, indicative of a traffic law that is proceeding cautiously. This is 
fitting, as it is exactly the way motorcyclists are taught how they should always ride- cautiously.  
Lane sharing is no different. It can be done correctly and safely. 

 
ENFORCEMENT AND SAFEGUARDS 

 
1) In considering multiple scenarios that law enforcement might encounter in enforcing lane 

sharing, I am only left with a few hypothetical situations that really do not change 
anything from what law enforcement officers currently enforce. 
 
 These are: 

a. Unsafe Lane Changes: This law does not offer any asylum from a motorcyclist 
making unsafe lane changes. 

b. Careless Driving: The law specifies that the operator will drive in a “cautious and 
prudent manner” while utilizing the space between vehicles. 

c. Speed Measurement: Officers have electronic and mechanical tools to measure 
speed, including their own estimation of speed. Officers utilize these tools daily 
and recognizing motorcycle operators traveling in excess of 20 mph is a familiar 
task. Business districts and school zones throughout the state have these same 
posted limits. 

d. Eluding a Stop for Enforcement: Whether an individual is operating a motorcycle 
today, or after this law change occurs, if the operator has disregard for the law to 



Sheriff Timothy M. Evinger Oregon HB2314 Written Testimony February 20, 2019 
PO Box 1 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
541-708-1765 

the level to attempting to elude, he/she currently has the same ability to filter 
lanes and attempt to avoid enforcement today. 

 
2)  Giving motorcyclists the option to keep moving and provide tools for a higher probability 

that they will arrive at their destination, safely and more expediently, is the goal. 
Motorcyclists have the most to lose in the event of an accident or incident and it is my 
opinion that the vast majority will conduct themselves in the cautious and prudent matter 
defined. Again, those that will not, do not heed the laws or safety suggestions already. 

 
3) This bill is not encouraging motorcyclists to “squeeze” between cars. With lane widths 

on our highways and average car widths, there is often five feet of lane width available 
for sharing. 

 
4) As previously mentioned, this law proceeds cautiously. There are tens of thousands of 

miles of city streets, county roads and highways throughout the state that this bill does 
not address, which riders and motorists alike could benefit. However, this law is limited 
to multi-lane highways and freeways with a posted speed of 50 mph or more. 50+ is a big 
speed differential from zero MPH. This is exactly why bikes, which are more difficult to 
see, simply because of their size and their required one DOT approved brake light and 
taillight, should not be left as a sitting duck on the state’s fastest, and most congested, 
roads during a slowdown. 

 
5) These roads that will be subject to lane sharing are typically divided and are well- 

travelled. They are often a traffic patrol priority and law enforcement is adept at utilizing 
their radios to alert other patrols, who may be in a position to intercept a careless 
driver, regardless of the type of vehicle being sought. Lane sharing can be done safely, 
and can be legally enforced.  Officers can be easily trained on the bill. 

 
In closing, motorcycles and are maneuverable. Part of the safety system of these two- wheeled 
vehicles is their maneuverability for collision avoidance. We should be encouraging them to use 
this safety feature. Lane sharing is a primary example of utilizing this maneuverability. Oregon is 
a progressive and innovative state. Transportation is no exception. Whether it is bicycles, 
motorcycles, implements of husbandry, commercial trucks, or passenger cars, we need to 
continue to find ways to safely share the road and keep Oregon moving. 



From: Tobias Lee
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support for HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 7:39:43 PM

Good evening,

I whole heartedly declare my support of HB2314.

Lane sharing from my experience provide a safer environment for the motorcyclist
community. It specifically allows motorcyclists to traverse dense traffic situations, avoiding
the danger of being rear ended by a car or truck, which happens all too often. At stop lights a
motorcycle is able to move to the front of the line, reducing traffic congestion, and creating a
safe area for themselves, free of the risk of being rear ended by a potentially distracted driver.
The reduction in traffic is an excellent benefit to lane sharing, but to add to that, the
environmental effect would help as well, less vehicles in congested areas means less idling or
slow movings vehicles, less gas consumed and less exhaust emitted into the air. In addition,
according to the RICE report, motorcyclists who utilize lane sharing are at a lower risk of
serious accident as opposed to riders who do not lane share and move along at the same speed
of traffic taking up and full lane. 

Lane sharing should obviously only be done safely and by a rider who is confident in their
abilities to both ride and read the situation and roads. It by no means would mean that all
riders or all abilities would lane sharing. But rather more as an safe alternative option for when
the situation calls for it. 

I hope that this testimony helps bring HB2314 into reality as I believe traffic congestion,
environment, and motorcyclists will benefit by the passing of this bill. 

Thank you

-- 
Tobias Lee

mailto:tpl.create@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Travis Johnson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote yes on HB 2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 8:10:10 PM

I support lane sharing for motorcyclists in Oregon and hope you will too.

I own a car and a motorcycle and believe that the provisions outlined in HB 2314
are a reasonable and safe way to help alleviate congestion on Oregon's roadways.

I have lived in Portland for over 20 years and have seen traffic and congestion grow
considerably in that time.  I commute from NE Portland to Beaverton for work, and
would welcome the chance to reduce my impact on the growing congestion by
riding my motorcycle more under the provisions of this bill.

Thank you for your time on this matter and again please vote Yes.

-- 
Travis Johnson

mailto:tpjohnso@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: wallace charman
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 3:56:06 PM

I hope you support HB2314, this is a safe and superior way to impact traffic congestion
immediately.

Thanks for listening.

Wallace

mailto:wallacecharman@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Kent,Wendy M
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Vote YES on HB2314 Lane share
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 11:58:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Greetings:

My name is Wendy Kent. I am an avid motorcyclist and civil defense attorney here in Oregon since
1988.
I support HB 2314 re Lane share in Oregon for many reasons but most importantly for safety as a
rider and reduced congestion.
 
Please VOTE YES on HB 2314.
 
Thank you
Wendy M. Kent
 
Wendy M. Kent | Claim Counsel | Bond & Specialty Insurance
Travelers
4000 Kruse Way Place | Suite 125
Lake Oswego, OR  97035
W: 503-534-4274   F: 503-534-4288 
 

 
 

This message (including any attachments) may contain confidential, proprietary, privileged and/or private information. The information is
intended to be for the use of the individual or entity designated above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify
the sender immediately, and delete the message and any attachments. Any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or other use of this
message or any attachments by an individual or entity other than the intended recipient is prohibited.

TRVDiscDefault::1201
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From: Zac Christensen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: HB2314 support letter
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 2:29:17 PM

Members of the Joint Committee on Transportation:

As a motorcycle rider, automobile driver, and bicycle rider living in SE Portland I support House Bill

2314. I would like to ask members of this committee to also support the bill and vote “aye” on the

bill. Your “aye” vote will help Oregon reduce traffic congestion, increase motorcycle safety, and

enable us to better utilize our existing infrastructure in a time of decreasing transportation funding.

As Oregon continues to experience increased pressure on our transportation infrastructure it is

important to find new and innovative ways to use the resources we currently have. This bill is part of

that solution and I encourage members of this committee will vote “aye”. Thank you for your time

and consideration.

Zac Christensen

4527 SE 60th Ave

Portland, OR 97206

(503) 422-7790 zacchristensen@hotmail.com 

mailto:zacchristensen@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:zacchristensen@hotmail.com


From: Zach Yarrington
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: YES on HB2314
Date: Monday, February 18, 2019 10:57:32 PM

Hello, 

I respectfully request your support of House Bill 2314 to legalize lane sharing in Oregon. I've
lived in Portland for the last 10 years and progressively watched the highways get more and
more congested with each passing year. Over the same period, I've observed people grow
more and more accustomed to staring at their phone screens. For motorcyclists, this is a deadly
combination. Being stuck in traffic leaves you completely exposed to those who aren't paying
attention on the road. The same incident that would result in a fender bender in an automobile
could mean so much worse for a motorcyclist. 

It's time to legalize lane sharing. Please be a part of the solution to keep people safe while
decongesting our highways. 

Sincerely,

Zach Yarrington

mailto:zyarring@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: a. cortes
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I respectfully request your support of HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 10:36:42 AM

Good morning,
 my name is Abner Cortes my Oregon Drivers License is #3807929.

I have been riding motorcycles for around 4 years now.Please consider the House Bill 2314
for 2019

It will be a lot safer for motorcyclist to stay in between vehicles while they ride. It will prevent
the risk of motorcyclist being struck by unattentive drivers from behind. I understand there is
concern from drivers stating that there is risk of motorcyclist from potentially damaging their
vehicles while filtering through lanes, I think that the danger of being struck while riding
behind a vehicle far outweighs the potential of getting paint damage on your vehicle. You can
repair vehicle damage but you can't replace a life.

Also traffic will be a lot less hectic, motorcyclists who lane split reduce congestion and
carbon emissions.

Thank you for your time.

Abner Cortes

mailto:abnercortes30@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Amanda Claire
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please support HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 11:31:12 AM

To whom it may concern:

I'm asking the Joint Transportation Committee to please support HB2314.

My name is Amanda Claire, I'm a Portland native and motorcyclist. I've observed the
worsening traffic conditions in Portland throughout my lifetime, and I believe legal lane
sharing and HB2314 is a puzzle piece for a comprehensive solution to Portland's worsening
congestion. 

Thanks for your support of this bill! 

Regards,

Amanda Claire Loder
Portland, OR

mailto:amandaclaire4@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Bart Madson
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Bart Madson Support for HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 10:14:53 PM

Dear Joint Transportation Committee Members,

My name is Bart Madson and I am writing to express my support for HB2314 and the 
legalization of motorcycle lanesharing in Oregon. I offer my opinion as both an Oregonian 
and motorcycle rider, as well as my perspective as a former journalist who covered the 
motorcycle industry for trade magazines, serving in multiple positions including Editor and 
Chief. I have followed the debate over lanesplitting for years and am excited to see Oregon 
consider implementing HB2314 into law.

Motorcycle lanesplitting has been a common practice in California for decades, as well as 
throughout Europe where it is called “filtering.” Lanesharing offers a safe and practical 
option for two-wheeled motorists in dense traffic, as riders can easily filter through gridlock 
or slowed traffic without harm. And while this may seem to be a mere convenience for 
riders, I believe lanesharing would benefit all Oregons as the potential increase in 
motorcycles and scooter usage would help reduce traffic congestion. Replacing even a 
modest percentage of Oregon’s four-wheeled commuters with two-wheeled riders would do 
wonders for traffic, parking and maintenance costs.

Naysayers will claim that lanesharing is too dangerous, but I’ve not seen compelling 
evidence that lanesplitting either increases or decreases accident rates -- especially not 
severe accidents. In fact, I believe the contrary is true, as lanesplitting provides genuine 
safety benefits to riders, who are able to position themselves out of impact zones in 
stopped traffic and be more visible in traffic. Objections to lanesplitting seemed to be based 
more upon the impression (usually by those who have never actually lanesplit) that it looks 
dangerous. In response, all I can say is ask any rider in California or Europe whether they’d 
rather take their chances lanesplitting or sitting stopped in traffic behind a big truck and 
hoping the fast approaching car in their rear view mirror has seen them and will stop in 
time… Certainly, there will be a couple of side mirrors that get clipped as drivers and riders 
get the hang of this new lanesplitting thing, but I think there will also be some riders who 
stay alive and in good health because of the collisions that would occur if we keep the 
status quo.

Lanesplitting by a responsible rider is a safe and practical tool for urban commuting. The 
conservative parameters and conditions for lanesplitting set forward in HB2314 ensure the 
overwhelming majority of riders will conduct themselves safely. In fact, I expect the 
passage of HB2314 to be such a rousing success that officials will gladly see it expanded to 
include not just highways but surface streets where it will further benefit our fellow 
Oregonians.

mailto:bartmadson@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


Thank you for your time and consideration,

Bart Madson
Central Point, Oregon
February 19, 2019



From: Brit Andersen
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: I support Lane Sharing, HB 2134
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 1:04:17 PM

Lane sharing keeps riders safer when done correctly, reduces congestion for other vehicles and
encourages 2 wheel transportation which is much easier on our roads.   

I understand there are concerns about crazy riders but they are already doing this illegally and
those of us that want to do it for safety and congestion reasons are not allowed to.   

In general, motorcycle riders are very aware of what is going on around them and become
better riders when in their vehicles!!   

Please Don’t let those that don’t understand it, or cite their fears, as a reason to restrict rights
and endanger motorcyclists.  

Brit 

 .
Brit Andersen

Sent from My I-Phone

mailto:surforski123@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Chad Simmons
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane Sharing
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 12:24:04 PM

Greetings,

I am contacting you in the hopes that you will vote in favor of HB2314 for Oregon Lane Sharing.  

Numerous studies have come to show just how safe motorcycle lane sharing can be.  It’s been effective
in the state of California for many years, and if you’ve driven in California you’d understand just how
dangerous and off kilter the roads there can be.  And yet it has proven to be a success.  

There are considerable environmental benefits that can be found by allowing lane sharing.  Allowing
motorcyclists to share lanes encourages more people to ride motorcycles, this in turn reduces congestion on
our highways.      

These changes to allow lane splitting are not without rules and limits, and these limits will keep our
streets safe.  

I’ll be honest with you, I always thought lane splitting was crazy, and not something I would ever
consider until a few years ago when I saw for myself just how effective and safe it can be.  On a a trip to
southern California I entered the first metropolitan area approaching San Fransisco I found myself
immediately penned in by traffic.  It was in that 100 degree heat of Summer that I suddenly noticed that I
was being passed by, while sitting in traffic, by dozens of motorbikes.  It seemed intimidating, and yes,
crazy to me at first.  But after several minutes of stand still traffic I decided to try it out myself.  It took
some getting use to but once my confidence was up and my awareness of other drivers was heightened, I
saw just how effective lane splitting could be.  

Motorcycles are obviously different from automobiles.  Speaking as someone who rides a motorcycle I
can tell you that I would not endorse something like this if I did not believe it was safe.  I understand just
how life threatening it can be to ride a motorcycle.  I would never intentionally ride in an unsafe manner
because I know just how dangerous, even deadly it can be on these roads.        

I hope we can count on your support for HB2314.
Thank you
Chad Simmons

mailto:chadarad@hotmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Don
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: In support of HB 2314 - motorcycle lane sharing during specific conditions
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 6:45:54 PM

Dear Co-Chairs Beyer and McKeown and members of the Joint Transportation
Committee,

       I am sending this letter today asking for your YES vote to move HB 2314 forward
to the full House and Senate for their consideration.  As a motorcycle rider for 35+
years, I have also had extensive experience with lane-sharing when I was stationed in
California during military service for 5 years.  I did not own a car back then and my
motorcycle was my year-round mode of transportation.  The first time I "lane-split" as
it is called in California, I did it by following a CHP motorcycle officer actually.

      The biggest misconception about lane-sharing that I hear is that "riders are
zooming between cars."  Even in California where there is no speed differential
component to their law (like there is in HB 2314) I never "zoomed between cars."  In
fact I only CHOSE to lane-split during conditions where I felt the safest for myself and
other commuters.  I did not choose to use it at normal highway speeds - only during
big jams.  I never chose to do it between 2 semi trucks.  And I never went faster than
maybe 10-15 miles per hour faster than the jammed traffic.  In all of those years I
never touched another car or even saw another rider have an altercation with another
car.  It is simply a way of life in the brutal traffic of California metro roads.  Without this
provision the traffic would be even worse for sure.  In addition you will see the
Berkeley Study data that a rider is actually LESS LIKELY to sustain a serious injury or
death in the rare occasion of a crash if he or she WERE lane sharing verses those
who were involved in crashes while NOT lane sharing.

     HB 2314 is the most "sensible lane-sharing proposal here to date.”  Motorcycles
are more CARBON-FRIENDLY in the environment and a lane-sharing provision
would ENCOURAGE more riders (especially during warm months) to leave their cars
at home rather than contributing further to metro congestion.  Lane-sharing will allow
riders too "keep progressing slowly and prudently" rather than sitting still, over-
heating, breathing exhaust fumes, and further contributing to Oregon’s alarming traffic
statistics.  Lane-sharing would help to ease the commute (if even by a few minutes
each day) for 10's of thousands of automobile commuters as well by getting a portion
of the motorcycles out of the main lanes during jams.

     HB 2314 is bipartisan and does not propose a fiscal impact to Oregonians.  I
THANK YOU for hearing the bill and ask for your YES vote to move this sensible and
important transportation measure forward.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted,

Don Mason
Albany, Oregon resident and rider

mailto:fire4effect@comcast.net
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Elizabeth Klabenes
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 10:27:07 AM

I respectfully request your support of HB2314

I believe lane sharing among motorcyclists should be legal for the following reasons:

1. Lane sharing reduces traffic congestion during traffic stopps and slowdowns, benefiting both riders and driver's:
it would decrease the amount of motorists on the roads.

2. In 2015, the state of California and the university of California, Berkeley, published a lane sharing study. The
study showed that motorcyclists in accidents are "considerably less likely to suffer head , torso, and extremity as
well fatality" than riders who were not lane sharing. 

3. Lane sharing would be optional, not mandatory.

Thank you for your time

mailto:eaklabenes@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Ethan Furniss
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Support for Lane Sharing: HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 8:32:08 PM
Attachments: image.png

I'm new to being a car commuter since I started an electrical apprenticeship. Before that, I
worked closer to home and was able to commute by bicycle. Well, being in a car for 1.5-2
hours per day isn't my cup of tea. As soon as fair weather hits I'll be commuting on my
motorcycle. It would relieve congestion and make my commute much shorter if I could lane
split. I know the HB2314 bill is controversial but don't understand why. California, the most
bureaucratic state in the union, allows lane splitting. I heard that was for motorcycles
overheating but that is not confirmed. From what I can tell if overall vehicle size decrease
roadway available increases. The image below illustrates this point. 

Please reply if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your time,
Ethan

-- 
Ethan Furniss
ethanfurniss.com
916-799-8024
@etharfurning

mailto:efurniss@gmail.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
http://ethanfurniss.com/


From: GEORGE LATUS
To: JCT Exhibits; gov
Subject: Fw: HB2314 (lane share)
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 11:49:54 AM



From: GEORGE LATUS

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 7:43 AM

To: jctexhibits@oregonlegislature.gov

Subject: HB2314 (lane share)

 

As the Harley-Davidson dealer in Portland for the last 26 years, I would

appreciate your support of HB 2314. This bill would further the use of

motorcycles and freeway legal motor scooters as alternative means of

transportation.  As everyone is painfully aware, traffic congestion, especially

during peak hours, is a major problem in Portland.  Many motorcycle  owners

do not use their motorcycles for primary transportation because they simply do

not want to be caught in traffic congestion during summer when temperatures

sometimes reach 90 to 100 degrees!  I have personally been on my motorcycle

on the I-205 bridge during rush hour traffic in brutal summer heat.  Traffic was

"stop and go" for many miles.  The much more pleasant alternative is to use

personal automobiles which adds to the congestion problem.  

 Allowing lane sharing as proposed in HB 2314 would encourage people to

use motorcycles and freeway legal scooters as primary means of

transportation.  Use of such two-wheeled vehicles would over time reduce

traffic congestion and also reduce parking requirements for cars and trucks. 

Other states, most notably California, allow lane sharing and have done so for a

good period of time.  The 50 plus employees of Latus Motors Harley-Davidson

and Triumph would appreciate your support of HB 2314.

Regards,

George F. Latus

Team Latus Motors Harley-Davidson

870 E. Berkeley

Gladstone, OR  97027

mailto:GEORGE.LATUS@teamlatus.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:gov


From: Karrie Blittersdorf
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 11:44:56 AM

Hello,

I'm writing in support of HB2314 to legalize lane sharing in Oregon.

There are many reasons behind my support. For the safety of myself and fellow riders, it is
much safer to have the option to ride between cars. Distracted drivers often do not see
motorcyclists in front of them, and simply the car in front, putting the rider at risk. In addition
to safety, the current traffic situation in Portland makes it impossible to ride air cooled
motorcycles in summer. They overheat due to sitting in traffic. Lane splitting also helps
alleviate traffic in high congested areas. 

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to the legalization of lane sharing. 

Thank you!
Best,
Karrie

mailto:karrieblitt@yahoo.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


From: Mark Bloschock
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: re: Support for House Bill 2314
Date: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 10:00:24 AM

Dear Co-Chairs Beyer and McKeown, and members of the Joint Committee on Transportation: 
 
I am licensed motorcyclist in Texas since 1978 and a motorcycle safety specialist. I am retired from
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) where in addition to my other duties, I served as a
highway safety specialist. In 2006, I was appointed by the US Secretary of Transportation to the 10-
member Motorcyclist Advisory Council (MAC) specified by SAFETEA-LU legislation to advise the
Secretary’s office on motorcycle safety issues. And in 2010, I was one of 12 team members on an
international motorcycle safety scan in Europe that published the report in 2012 entitled
Infrastructure Countermeasures to Mitigate Motorcyclist Crashes in Europe.
https://international.fhwa.dot.gov/scan/12028/12028.pdf . And I routinely present to international
road safety audiences  on motorcycle safety issues on behalf of the International Road Federation
(IRF).
   
As a rider with motorcycling experience in the US, Canada and 10 European countries, I have
observed and participated in lane splitting (or filtering) when I deemed such a practice was safe.
Lane splitting (or filtering) is considered a normal practice in Europe and riders are expected to pass
between vehicles and to advance to the front of the traffic group. When riding in Texas, I have
ocassionally used lane splitting (or filtering) in stopped or in very slow traffic to move my motorcycle
to the head of the queue especially during the heat of a Texas summer day. It has been my
observation that when lane splitting (or filtering) is done under sensible best practices, it offers  a
mobility benefit not only to motorcyclists, but to all motorists on the shared roadway. Moreover, it
allows all motorists the opportunity to idle their engines in congested traffic for a little less time and
to get to their desitinations a bit sooner.
 
Through my self-study, I am aware of the safety implications, the published studies, and the
controversy that surrounds lane splitting (or filtering). When I consider the safety consequences of
this practice, I am reminded of my experience riding a motorcycle through many dozens of
roundabouts in the United Kingdom. While any physical contact between motorcyclists and adjacent
vehicles can be disastrous, such unfortunate contact in a roundabout or while lane splitting (or
filtering) would likely be a side-swipe contact rather than a head-on or a t-bone crash that so often
has catastrophic results.
 
I feel that H. B. 2314 specifies appropriate and conservative safety practices and that this is an
excellent opportunity to introduce this practice in Oregon. I fully support H. B. 2314 and I
respectfully request that the committee endorse its passage.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark J. Bloschock
 
 

mailto:MBloschock@walterpmoore.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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Mark Bloschock PE
Principal

WALTER P MOORE 

221 West 6th Street, Suite 800 / Austin, Texas 78701
512.501.4306 p / 512 799 5275 c
mbloschock@walterpmoore.com
www.walterpmoore.com

LinkedIn / Twitter / YouTube / Facebook

THE CONTENTS OF THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENT(S) ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND THE PROPERTY OF
WALTER P. MOORE AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
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From: Thor Drake
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Please vote YES on HB2314
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 2:31:12 PM

Greetings,
I support HB2314 for so many reasons.

Congestion- it will encourage more people to use alternative transportations means be it
bicycle, electric bike, even motorcycle. 

Green Efficiency - Motorcycles get roughly 45-50 mpg on average. Some upwards of 100
with no use of battery.

Safety - As Oregon has done for Bicyclists and Pedestrians they should do for motorcyclists.
As a participant in all 3 activities, awareness based on progressive ideas creates awareness
overall. This can only help motorcyclists stay safer on the road. 

Industry - I own 2 motorcycle shops in Portland we are struggling to stay busy in the winter
months, with a small percentage of riders using motorcycles as a means of commuting we
would do better. We employ 20+ local employees. Demand would open doors for more local
business. 

These are just a few of the important ones. Please consider the other 2 wheeled motorists.
Thank you!
thor
-- 

Thor Drake 
SEE SEE Motorcycles
1642 NE Sandy
Portland, Ore 97232
503.894.9566

mailto:thor@seeseemotorcycles.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
http://www.seeseemotorcycles.com/


From: Jason brinckman
To: JCT Exhibits
Subject: Lane sharing
Date: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 2:06:38 PM

Please vote YES on HB2314

I've been a motor cyclist for 20 years and believe this current proposal is the safest way to

reduce commute times. I commute to work between Portland and Wilsonville and have

experienced 20-30 minutes increases in the last 3 years, and it is getting worse. this proposal

allows me the choice to lane share if i think its safe and also encourages me to use my

motorcycle more.

Thanks for your time

Regards

Jason Brinckman

mailto:bjasonbb@msn.com
mailto:JCT.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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