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Introduction

This document provides a brief update on changes made to the medium and heavy-duty
(M/HD) funding opportunity and answers key questions raised during the public comment
period. Itis intended to support applicants and stakeholders by clarifying common
questions and highlighting recent adjustments. The information below reflects feedback
received to date and aims to ensure transparency, consistency and ease of participation as
the funding process moves forward.

Summary of Changes

1) During the public comment period, ODOT received several comments
recommending that the scoring criteria for battery energy storage systems be
broadened to include all distributed energy resources, such as battery energy
storage systems, microgrids, and onsite energy generation. Commenters also
suggested increasing the points available in this section to reflect the significant
benefits distributed energy resources can provide for a project.

ODOT agrees with these recommendations. In response, ODOT updated this
section to apply more generally to distributed energy resources, and the total points
available have been increased from 10 to 15.

2) During the public comment period, ODOT received feedback regarding the planned
approach for scoring cost proposals. The original framework proposed evaluating
projects based on the amount of match funding provided. Several commenters
noted that match level alone is not the most effective measure of a project’s cost
efficiency.

ODOT agrees with this perspective. In response, ODOT revised the scoring
methodology to evaluate cost proposals using each project’s cost perinstalled
kilowatt. This approach provides a more consistent and meaningful comparison of
overall cost effectiveness. Further details are provided in section 7.1.2 of the
funding opportunity.



3) During the public comment period, ODOT received multiple comments regarding
the connector requirements and the requirement that charging ports provide 150
kW or greater. Commenters expressed concern that requiring CCS connectors
could unnecessarily limit station design, particularly for applicants interested in
meeting the 3-megawatt threshold through megawatt-level charging.

When Federal Highway Administration published the final rule for Title 23 CFR 680
on Feb. 28, 2023, they stated:

“FHWA decided not to broaden the applicability of this final rule to include
minimum standards for medium- and heavy-duty EV charging infrastructure
primarily so as not to preempt the pace of technological innovation.”

This flexibility supports allowing a range of connector types and charging
configurations.

ODOT agrees with the comments received. Accordingly, ODOT has removed the
requirement to provide specific connector types. Under ODOT’s grant agreement
with FHWA for medium- and heavy-duty charging projects, each station must
provide a minimum of four ports capable of delivering at least 150 kW
simultaneously. This is a minimum standard. Applicants may propose any
configuration or connector type that best serves the vehicles expected to use the
station, provided that at least four ports meeting the 150kW minimum are included.

FAQ

How are projects going to be ranked upon their ability to exist beyond the
minimum 5-year Period of Performance?

Section 2.1 of the scoring criteria requests that applicants provide their plan for continued
operation of the charging infrastructure beyond the 5-year Period of Performance. This
section is worth up to 15 points, and ODOT will consider this plan in its evaluation of that
section.

Are these programs at risk of recission because of federal Executive Order
14154 “Unleashing American Energy”?

The State of Oregon is currently engaged in active litigation related to the pause on
obligations for the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure program that was implemented
under Executive Order 14154. This issue is being addressed through the courts, so ODOT
cannot speculate on potential like outcomes rescission of funds. The current litigation



concerns the pause on obligations, not the cancellation of funding, and ODOT will
continue to follow all federal guidance as the situation evolves.

What specific connector type requirements are there?

ODOT has notincluded a specific connector type requirement in this funding opportunity.
Please refer to the Summary of Changes section of this document for further information.

Will ODOT work with awardees on things like NEPA clearance and BABA
requirements?

Yes, ODOT has a defined NEPA process for EV charging infrastructure projects. Post award,
ODOT’s NEPA team will work with the grantee to acquire all documentation necessary to
gain NEPA clearance. For BABA, ODOT has adopted the American Association of State
Highway Transportation Officials Domestic Materials Self-Certification Form. Interested
applicants should familiarize themselves with this form and work with their

manufacturer(s) accordingly.


https://shareit.transportation.org/drive/s/AZ204v0QfGMbaRHkLBHJK2E2dewawZ

