
Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee: Shaping an Equitable Toll Program 

EMAC Recommendations 

Foundational Statements 
The Foundational Statements will serve as building blocks 
for the Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee’s (EMAC) 
recommendations to inform commitments from ODOT and the 
Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) to advance equity 
through the Oregon Toll Program� To provide high-level consensus, 
the following Foundational Statements were developed by EMAC, 
in partnership with ODOT staff and unanimously supported by 
the OTC at their November 18, 2021 meeting: 

1� Provide enough investment to ensure that reliable, emissions-
reducing, and a competitive range of transportation options 
(bike, walk, bus, carpool, vanpool, etc�) are provided to advance 
climate, safety, and mobility goals, and prioritize benefts to 
Equity Framework communities�  

2� Climate and equity needs are connected and solutions must 
be developed to address both at the same time� Further work 
needs to done to support both congestion management 
and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) reduction with an emphasis 
on increasing functional alternatives to driving, while not 
increasing diversion nor heavily impacting low-income car-
dependent people� 

3� There must be toll-free travel options available to avoid 
further burdening people experiencing low-incomes who 
are struggling to meet basic needs (food, shelter, clothing, 
healthcare)� 

4� To the greatest degree possible, investments that are necessary 
to advance equity must be delivered at the same time as 
highway investments and be in place on day 1 of tolling or 
before� Additional work needs to be completed to identify 
these investments� 

5� Tolling must be a user-friendly system that is clear and easy 
to use by people of all backgrounds and abilities, including 
linguistic diversity, and those without internet access� 

6� Equitable benefts that are offered in Oregon must extend into 
Southwest Washington� 

7� Although the toll projects will have a statewide impact, they 
must be developed in coordination with regional partners 
to build an equitable and successful transportation system, 
together� 
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