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Meeting Summary 
Subject Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee Meeting #19 
Date and Time June 22, 2022/3:00 p.m. 

Location 
Hybrid; recording available via Zoom (recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85kANOyOwSw&feature=youtu.be)  

 

Attendees Organization 
Amanda Garcia-Snell Washington County Community Engagement 
Dwight Brashear SMART 
Eduardo Ramos At-large member 
Fabian Hidalgo  Oregon Food Bank 
Ismael Armenta Oregon Walks 
James Paulson WorkSystems Inc. Board 
John Gardner TriMet 
Michael Espinoza Portland Bureau of Transportation 
Park Woodworth Ride Connection 
Dr. Philip Wu Oregon Environmental Council 
Sharon Smith Oregon Transportation Commission 
Not in attendance: Abe Moland, Clackamas County Health and Transportation; Germaine Flentroy, Beyond Black/Play, Grow, 
Learn; Kari Schlosshauer, At-Large; Bill Baumann, Community in Motion 

1 Project Team 
Name Meeting Role Name Meeting Role 

Jessica Stanton Facilitator Chris Lepe Project team,  
Garet Prior Project team Nicole McDermott Project team  
Lucinda Broussard Project Team MJ Jackson Project team 
Nick Fazio Zoom host   
 

2 Welcome  
Jessica Stanton, Facilitator, welcomed Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee (EMAC) members and led 
them through a centering exercise. Jessica then went over meeting logistics, proposed outcomes, and the 
agenda for the meeting.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85kANOyOwSw&feature=youtu.be
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3 Spring 2022 Engagement Results 
Anne Pressentin and Sylvia Ciborowski, Project Team, went over the results of the RMPP survey and the 
results of nine discussion groups. More context for these findings can be found in the presentation slides 
for this meeting (see pages 10 through 24).  

Comments and Questions  
• An EMAC member asked if the survey had an "other" option (for question about low income toll 

program options) if participants had to choose from a set of pre-selected options. Anne said the 
questions were closed-ended, though there was an option for "I don't know." She further clarified that 
since the question was asking for agreement or disagreement with each option, the results are 
showing net agreement. 

• An EMAC member said it seemed like some people thought they were being asked "is there going to 
be a toll or not.” The purpose of the questions needs to be clarified in the future so that respondents 
aren’t as concerned with influencing the decision that tolling will happen as they are with mitigation, 
congestion, and climate concerns.  

- Anne asked Sylvia if this came up in discussion groups. Sylvia responded that discussion groups 
had the additional context needed to understand the history of the decision-making process, but 
that a lot of discussion had to be had before they could even begin talking about the mitigation 
options.   

4 EMAC July 2022 Recommendations for the 
OTC 

Recommended Action #1 – Congestion Management 
A Navigator summarized the content and purpose behind Recommended Action #1 [Recording; 33:58]  

Comments and questions 
• An EMAC member said that it was great to see VMT discussions captured; when VMT goes down, 

safety improves, and travel gets easier for other moves.  

• An EMAC member suggested editing the Preamble ("…we believe that we cannot build our way out 
of congestion…") by replacing language around highways with an emphasis on ODOT’s responsibility 
to improve mobility throughout the whole transportation system.  

• An EMAC member asked if the “price the system" bullet could be clearer about if it’s recommending 
progressive rates, exemptions, or discounts for low-income households.  

• Commissioner Smith said this action is consistent with the direction OTC is going in - to increase 
transportation/mobility options to contribute to reducing congestion and single-occupancy vehicles.  

- Garet Prior, Project Team, thanked Commissioner Smith and said it’s impossible for ODOT to 
provide these benefits without the OTC’s support.  

https://www.oregon.gov/odot/tolling/Documents/EMAC%20Meeting%2019%20PPT.pdf
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=2034
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Jessica confirmed with the group that the only significant change to this action is to add "regional 
congestion" in the narrative around highways. She called for a vote, which was met with unanimous 
agreement from EMAC members.  

Recommended Action #2 - Revenue Generation 
A Navigator summarized the background and purpose for #2, as well as his personal perspective as a bi-
state commuter. [Recording; 50:34] Garet then followed up with edits that ODOT suggested for this 
action. [Recording; 57:14] 

Comments and questions 
• Garet said the first bullet's edits were meant to provide clarity to the implementing audience, not to 

change any substantial structure or content that EMAC wanted to communicate. The language of 
"provide a substantial contribution" was chosen to give better direction to ODOT to utilize its whole 
infrastructure for this program. 
- An EMAC member followed up that the new edit sounded more like a directive for ODOT to 

pursue various pockets of funding, instead of "carve-out" which sounds more restrictive.  

- An EMAC member said he liked the change from “large” to "substantial,” as it sounds more 
significant and less relative.  

- Commissioner Smith agreed that ODOT and the OTC want to consider all buckets of money. This 
way, toll rates don’t have to be increased beyond the reasonable even though these contributions 
still need to be provided.  

• Referring to the second bullet, Garet said there's not a lot of trust that ODOT would reinvest dollars 
equitably. Therefore, EMAC didn’t want to focus on maximizing net revenue because that would 
require higher tolls. Edits were made to this statement with the intention of making it clearer, and 
Garet asked the group if it achieved that goal without changing the heart of what EMAC wanted to 
say.  
- An EMAC member said that EMAC has been able to highlight multimodal investments, but most 

of the Oregon legislature investments identified in this action have been for the highway. He 
suggested emphasizing demand management and equity over revenue generation by using the 
language: "provide sufficient revenue generation for the Oregon legislature."  

- An EMAC member asked why the Oregon legislature was included in this statement. Chris Lepe, 
Project Team, said they were trying to clarify who is identifying these needs, but he agreed that it 
needs to be aligned with the committee’s consensus as well. Garet suggested using the language 
of "sufficient" revenue and calling out that it would be needed to reach demand management and 
equity advancement goals. An EMAC member followed up that instead of “needed,” it should say 
“required.”  

- An EMAC member said if revenue from the projects turns out to be smaller than projected, the 
only way to come up with sufficient funding means it must come out of other aspects of tolling 
money. He suggested that the language be focused more on the equity piece than the demand 
management projects, since the projects aren't within EMAC’s purview, but the equity aspects 
are.  

- An EMAC member disagreed with the negative language in the statement’s opening (“Don’t 
pursue a strategy…”) because it weakens the message.  

https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=3031
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=3430
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- An EMAC member said they liked the honesty that this money will be needed for multiple things 
and that tolling won't be sufficient to pay for 100% of any of those projects - putting demand 
management and equity first is honest.  

- An EMAC member suggested reversing the two sentences; start with selecting a rate schedule 
and then follow with the “pursue a strategy” sentence. Another EMAC member agreed. 

There was unanimous agreement with suggested edits to this recommendation.  

Recommended Action #5 - Business Investment 
A Navigator summarized the purpose behind this recommended action. [Recording; 1:39:59] 

Comments and questions 
• An EMAC member said that focusing on small businesses doesn't ensure women-owned or minority-

owned businesses are being committed to. Another EMAC member noted that the focus should be on 
women and minority-owned businesses, but that there's also room at the table for small emerging 
businesses.  
- An EMAC member followed up that they agreed with focusing on women and minority business 

owners; focusing on the most vulnerable in our community would ensure everyone has a better 
chance at success. Another EMAC member said the language is consistent with how Equity 
Framework Communities have been defined, and emerging businesses haven’t been addressed.  

- An EMAC member followed up that Oregon is full of small white-owned businesses and reminded 
the group that equal access isn’t necessarily equity. Since most women and minority-owned 
businesses are small businesses, he suggested that language around “disadvantaged business 
enterprises” (as opposed to “small business”) gets more at who EMAC is trying to support 
equitably. Many other EMAC members agreed. Commissioner Smith said that this change aligns 
with the OTC’s goals. 

• An EMAC member reminded the group that this recommended action refers to increasing the number 
of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises and opportunities as opposed to the percentage of 
sales/money raised.  
- An EMAC member followed up to say the recommended action should be to "increase the 

amount of money spent on DBEs…” 

There was unanimous agreement with suggested edits to this recommendation.  

Recommended Action #6 - Business Investment 
A Navigator summarized the purpose behind this recommended action. [Recording; 1:55:57] 

Comments and questions 
• An EMAC member said the survey results showed that funding to CBOs had low support. In his 

experience meeting with CBO leaders, he found that they were more interested in funds going toward 
reducing the up-front price of tolls than toward programming. This action should capture the 
possibilities available to CBOs with tolling.  

- An EMAC member followed up that CBOs would need to be provided information and resources 
and given the agency to decide if they want to participate in this program.  

https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=5996
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=6957
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• An EMAC member said that the language here should support long-term needs and inevitable future 
questions about where the revenue is going when tolling is no longer a new, controversial project.  

• An EMAC member said they were most concerned with technical assistance to communities to 
increase access to the toll program. An EMAC member followed up to say it was purposefully 
restricted to transportation to avoid intruding on other things that CBOs do.  

- Two EMAC members suggested adding language that specifies that this includes, but isn't limited 
to, CBOs that support a list of transportation-related activities. Garet said he saw no structural 
change with that addition, and Commissioner Smith supported the language as it was articulated. 

There was unanimous agreement with suggested edits to this recommendation.  

Recommended Action #3 & #4 - Accountability  
A Navigator summarized the purpose and process around these recommended actions. [Recording; 
2:28:14] 

Comments and questions 
• In reference to edits made to Recommended Action #3, Garet said ODOT felt that avoiding tokenism 

is a low bar and wanted this action to be written more aspirational. However, ODOT was not opposed 
to keeping the language in if EMAC chose and still wanted to keep language about effectively and 
meaningfully participating in decision-making.  

- An EMAC member said they think it’s important to call out the tokenism and that there were ways 
to workshop the text to be more aspirational while maintaining some of the original language. 
Garet agreed. 

There was unanimous agreement for #3 with edits to be more aspirational, and for #4 as written.  

5 Public Comment 
Dean Suhr, President of [No Toll Army], said their group is working to change the dialogue about the 
public involvement/voting process around tolls as well as where tolling revenue would go, and that there’s 
some overlap between what they’re working on and what EMAC is working on. Dean said that revenue 
from fuel and weight-per-mile trucker taxes should cover congestion management and other roadway 
projects, and ODOT should not introduce a new tax. Dean also said there was little community 
understanding of the project even after two years of work. He also had comments about the flow of the 
survey, and said he’d send written comments (went over time). [Recording; 2:18] 

Paul Edgar said tolling would be inequitable to the region due to impacts on the economy and increased 
diversion. Paul specifically referred to the impacts on businesses and public safety in Oregon City’s 
downtown. [Recording; 2:22] 

Rob said he has had a hard time hearing certain EMAC members and not others. He said his questions 
haven’t been answered. [Recording; 2:24]  

https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=8894
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=8894
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=8332
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=8556
https://youtu.be/85kANOyOwSw?t=8696
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6 Closing 
Jessica closed the meeting by asking the committee to share their experience over the last two years of 
working together. Commissioner Smith and Director Lucinda Broussard of ODOT also shared their 
thoughts, congratulations, and appreciation of the committee’s work. Garet informed the group that, since 
they couldn’t get to the agenda item on the Low-Income Toll Report, they’ll be getting information for a 
meeting soon to have those discussions.  

The next meeting (presenting EMAC’s recommendations to the OTC) is on July 14th.  
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7 Meeting Evaluation Results 
No committee members completed the meeting evaluation for Meeting 19.  
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8 Meeting Chat box record from zoom 
14:48:42 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 2 seconds Brian 
14:55:10 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 Hi Park! All panelists - we will get started in just a moment, but we are staying on mute until 
then. 
15:06:12 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 YouTube stream started. 
15:06:19 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thanks Brian! 
15:07:08 From Lucinda Broussard (ODOT, UMO) to Hosts and panelists: 
 I have no audio. 
15:07:13 From Anne Pressentin to Hosts and panelists: 
 Hi -- I cannot hear anything. 
15:07:18 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 I am not getting any audio 
15:07:23 From Sylvia Ciborowski to Hosts and panelists: 
 Same 
15:08:14 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 audio but echo 
15:08:22 From Sylvia Ciborowski to Hosts and panelists: 
 Mute the polycom if possible 
15:08:39 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 There's a feedback loop on the Polycom. 
15:09:33 From Dwight Brashear to Hosts and panelists: 
 This is not working for us. 
15:09:56 From Nick Fazio to Everyone: 
 Hi all - give us one moment 
15:10:00 From Nick Fazio to Everyone: 
 Technical difficulties 
15:11:35 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 yes 
15:11:38 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 that seems better 
15:12:00 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 no feedback, but the speaker seems distant. Any chance of getting the mic closer? 
15:14:01 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 Better? 
15:14:03 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 there is a lot of background noise 
15:14:27 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 we can hear all of the moving of equipment 
15:15:21 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 We stopped moving the equipment, did that help? 
15:16:03 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 a little 
15:16:03 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 We can hear the presenter. It still just sounds like the mic is on the other side of the room. 
15:16:32 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 there is no background noise, which is god. 
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15:27:07 From Jessica to Hosts and panelists: 
 Committee members, feel free to put any comments or questions in the chat. 
16:25:14 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Pursue a strategy that is not focused on maximizing net toll revenue with higher toll rates. 
Instead, select a rate schedule that emphasizes demand management and equity advancement, knowing 
that sufficient revenue is needed to generate funding for Oregon Legislative-identified multimodal capital 
investments and for mitigation of project impacts (including for the low-income program). 
16:28:12 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Select a rate schedule that emphasizes demand management and equity advancement, 
knowing that revenue generation is needed for Oregon Legislative-identified multimodal capital 
investments and for mitigation of project impacts (including for the low-income program).  
  
 Pursue a strategy that is not focused on maximizing net toll revenue with higher toll rates. 
16:31:30 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 How about:Pursue a strategy to minimize toll revenues while still funding these priorities 
16:33:52 From Nick Fazio to Everyone: 
 For all attendees, the panelists are going on break. We will resume at 4:43pm PDT 
16:44:15 From Jessica to Hosts and panelists: 
 Hello, we will resume in 2 minutes. 
16:45:36 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 online panelists - is this sound better? 
16:48:34 From Brian Cory Dobbs to Hosts and panelists: 
 Jessica sounds okay, still a bit distant. 
16:51:06 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Equity Framework mentions small businesses: 
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/tolling/Documents/Toll_Projects_Equity_Framework_with_AppendixA.pdf 
16:57:48 From Nick Fazio to Everyone: 
 For public attendees, we have a public comment period scheduled toward the end of the 
meeting and will be happy to take your comment at that time. 
16:58:16 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Identify and commit to a plan for increasing the number of disadvantaged business enterprises, 
minority, and women-owned businesses that are awarded contracts for designing, building, and operating 
the toll system and projects supported by toll revenues. 
16:59:19 From Nick Fazio to Everyone: 
 You may also email your comment at any time to oregontolling@odot.oregon.gov with "EMAC" 
in the subject line 
17:00:35 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Identify and commit to a plan for increasing the percentage of dollars spent of disadvantaged 
business enterprises, minority, and women-owned businesses that are awarded contracts for designing, 
building, and operating the toll system and projects supported by toll revenues. 
17:01:21 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Identify and commit to a plan for increasing the percentage of dollars spent on disadvantaged 
business enterprises, minority, and women-owned businesses that are awarded contracts for designing, 
building, and operating the toll system and projects supported by toll revenues. 
17:14:31 From Amanda Garcia-Snell to Hosts and panelists: 
 Hi All, I need to hop off at 5:15pm. For some reason the hold on my calendar only went until 
5:00pm and I didn't realize the meeting was going until 5:30pm. Apologies for my confusion. Thanks for 
all the great conversation and have a fun celebration :) 
17:14:59 From Nick Fazio to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thanks Amanda! 
17:20:54 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
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 Provide ongoing funding for community-based organizations (CBOs) that serve communities 
identified in the Oregon Toll Programâ€™s Equity Framework and that are impacted by tolling to support 
the following transportation-related activities including, but are not limited to: 
17:22:07 From Sharon Smith to Hosts and panelists: 
 don't need the word "are" 
17:22:32 From Garet Prior to Hosts and panelists: 
 Provide ongoing funding for community-based organizations (CBOs) that serve communities 
identified in the Oregon Toll Programâ€™s Equity Framework and that are impacted by tolling to support 
the following transportation-related activities including, but not limited to: 
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9 Written Public Comment 
See attachment.  
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Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee  
Meeting 19 Public Comments 

Date received 6/20/2022 
Source Project inbox 
From Mary Rigert 
Subject Tolls on Oregon Roads/Freeways/other ideas/Committee Public Comment 

 

NO TOLLS! 

I do not know how or when this "committee" has been formed and come to the conclusion that Oregon 
citizens want "tolls" on our roads. 

WE DO NOT WANT TOLLS ON OREGON ROADS. 

We expect gas taxes and money from other Oregon taxes to with upkeep and new roads strengthen our 
road system. Commerce needs to be encouraged, NOT discouraged. 

Several family/friend members have left Oregon. I want to stay and keep it filled with prosperity which 
includes a thriving transportation system for vehicles. 

You say: 

"They help solicit feedback and participation from youth, older adults, Black, Indigenous, people of color, 
and multi-racial people, people who may speak a language other than English, and people living with a 
disability." 

Each of us is a WHOLE person who pays taxes or just want the state to take care of the roads so that we 
will transport ourselves, no matter age, color, sex or other language! Grow up, please. We are each 
adults to prosper and take care of our environment very well, thank you. 

Date received 6/20/2022 
Source Project inbox 
From Paul Edgar 
Subject Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee, (Make this part of the record) 

 

Lucinda, can you help in providing myself and a coalition of Clackamas County cities with full detail of the 
discussion points listed below, in advance of your June 22, 2022 meeting. There is significant concern 
that the issues of greatest importance to Clackamas County and it's cities and unincorporated areas of 
what the consequences will be with Tolling/Congestion Pricing and how this will disproportionately 
effected and in-equitably harm Clackamas County's; economy, cities, businesses, property values, and 
people by and with this proposed Tolling of the I-205 Corridor and I-205 Abernethy Bridge. There is a 
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need to make this information available as soon as possible, to where all parties are in a position to 
comment prior to your cutoff date of June 20, 2022. 

Paul Edgar, Concerned Citizen 

Note: Mr. Edgar included the text from an EMAC meeting notification that was sent on June 17, 2022 
via the Oregon Tolling email account. The meeting notification included the following meeting 
objectives referenced in Mr. Edgar’s comment: 

• Discuss and seek committee-wide support on its recommendations. 
• Receive the draft recommendations for the Low Income Toll Report. 
• Receive an update on community engagement. 
• Listen to and discuss public feedback. 
• Celebrate over two years of working as an Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee. 
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