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Traffic causes more than delays – and it’s time we fix it
The Regional Mobility Pricing Project would apply congestion 
pricing (using variable-rate tolls) on all lanes of I-5 and I-205 in 
the Portland metro area to manage traffic and raise revenue 
for priority transportation projects. When highways are in daily 
gridlock, traffic backs up on local streets impacting air quality, 
safety, and neighborhood access to schools, medical services, 
and the grocery store. 

Our outdated transportation system requires us to take action 
and make improvements. Oregon currently faces an annual 
shortfall of $510 million in its ability to adequately maintain 
bridges and pavement. We are investing in transit, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities and changing how we manage roads for 
safety and traffic flow. Tolling is another necessary tool to fix 
our transportation system. 

By 2040, Portland-metro house-
holds will spend an average of 

without new investments in 
transportation.*

69 hours each year 
stuck in congestion

*One Oregon, A Vision for Oregon’s Transportation System (2016); Transportation Vision 
Panel Report to Governor Kate Brown.

Benefits of Tolling
Improved Travel Time 
& Increased Reliability, 
Safety & Efficiency
Reduces truck travel times 
and saved costs through a 

more reliable 
shipping 

time.

Reduces Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions & Fuel 

Consumption
Congestion pricing 

encourages some road 
users to switch to more 

climate-
friendly 

travel 
options.

Incorporates Equity &  
Mobility Strategies

To address community needs for 
transit, multimodal transportation, 

affordability, health, and safety.

In 2020, traffic declined with the COVID-19 pandemic but 
is now back to about 90% of pre-pandemic levels and is 
expected to return to 2019 levels as the economy improves 
and population growth continues.

Establishes New, Sustainable, & 
More Reliable Funding Source



Tolls will help address 
regional transportation 
problems 
The Regional Mobility Pricing 
Project will evaluate tolls on all 
lanes of I-5 and I-205 in the Portland 
metro area in Oregon. Tolls will 
vary throughout the day. Toll prices 
will be higher at peak traffic times, 
a concept known as “congestion 
pricing.” You will know the toll rate 
before you get on the highway.

The regional project will focus on 
solutions to these problems:

• Traffic is getting worse and the 
population continues to grow. 

• There is not enough money from 
gas taxes and other revenue 
sources to fix Oregon’s highways 
and reduce traffic. 

• It takes too long for people to get 
to work and for trucks to deliver 
goods. 

• Cars and trucks stuck in traffic 
means more emissions and 
contributes to climate change. 

• It is not easy for people with low 
incomes, disabilities, and other 
barriers to get to where they 
need to go. 

Equity is guiding our work
Equity is a priority for ODOT. Our goal is to create better 
solutions for those historically and currently excluded 
and underserved. For the regional project, we are:

• Collaborating with community partners.
• Using an Equity Framework to guide Project 

development.
• Engaging an Equity and Mobility Advisory 

Committee for the project to improve outcomes for 
communities.

Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee meetings are 
open to the public. Learn more at OregonTolling.org
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The Equity and Mobility Advisory Committee meets monthly and 
invites public comments.

http://OregonTolling.org


How tolling works
While tolling may be new to our region, there are 
several things you could expect with modern tolling in 
Oregon.

• No stopping or slowing to pay a toll: Drivers can
pay a toll without a toll booth. Small transponders
are placed on a windshield and connect to an
account.

• Pay for what you use: If you are taking a short trip
through central Portland, you would only pay for
that section. If you are travelling farther, the fee will
go up.

• Tolls vary on a schedule:  Toll rates would vary
based on time of day and length of trip, with
higher tolls during “rush hour.” These variable tolls
encourage some people to drive when traffic is less
busy, use a different route, or consider another
travel option like transit or carpool.

• A more reliable trip: Variable tolls will give people
a more reliable highway trip when they really need
it – like when they’re headed home from work.

• No surprises on what you pay: We want to keep
prices predictable by listing toll rates on a schedule.
This way drivers will know the cost in advance.

Answering your questions
• When will tolling begin? The earliest tolling would

begin for the regional project is 2027.
• How much will tolls cost? The tolls will depend

on the trip you take. We are working on this
now so we can begin to share a cost range
and ask the community for their input. The
Oregon Transportation Commission will use this
information and determine the toll rate in 2023.

• How is the Regional Mobility Pricing Project
different from the I-205 Toll Project? The I-205
Toll Project will manage congestion and provide
necessary funding to complete construction of the
I-205 Improvements. The regional project focuses
on a larger area using tolls to manage congestion
and raise revenue for regional transportation
improvements.

Tolls would help pay for important projects, like improving I-205 
near the Abernethy Bridge to add a third travel lane to improve 
traffic.
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Stay involved
Make sure your voice is heard! Follow 
ODOT on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Facebook for program updates and 
ways to get involved. Questions and 
comments can be submitted at any 
time to the Project team.

Web: OregonTolling.org 

Sign up for e-News: OregonTolling.org. Click on 
“Contact Us.”

Email: oregontolling@odot.state.or.us

Phone: 503-837-3536

Twitter: 
ODOT: @OregonDOT
ODOT Urban Mobility Office (new!): @UrbMobilityOfc

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OregonDOT

Instagram: @OregonDOT

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

I-205 Toll Project

Regional Mobility 
Pricing Project

Equity

Public Input

Environmental 
review

Regional 
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Equity 
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Federal 
review

*May require federal approval

Communities, stakeholders & travelers

Environmental 
review

Earliest tolling 
could begin*

Comment period for draft document Final environmental document

For Americans with Disabilities Act or Civil Rights Title VI accommodations, translation/interpretation services, or more 
information call 503-731-4128, TTY (800) 735-2900 or Oregon Relay Service 7-1-1. 

Si desea obtener información sobre este proyecto traducida al español, sírvase llamar al 503-731-4128.

Nếu quý vị muốn thông tin về dự án này được dịch sang tiếng Việt, xin gọi 503-731-4128.

Если вы хотите чтобы информация об этом проекте была переведена на русский язык, пожалуйста, звоните по 
телефону 503-731-4128.

如果您想瞭解這個項目，我們有提供繁體中文翻譯，請致電：503-731-4128。

如果您想了解这个项目，我们有提供简体中文翻译，请致电：503-731-4128。

The information in this document, and the public and agency input received, may be adopted or incorporated by reference into a 
future environmental review process to meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.

What’s next?
We are currently in the initial planning phase for the 
Regional Mobility Pricing Project. Through spring 2022, 
ODOT will study tolling options, identify strategies 
to make tolling easier on travelers and historically 
excluded and underserved communities, and invite 
public input.

Oregon Toll Program: Two projects 
underway
Currently, ODOT has two toll projects underway, the 
I-205 Toll Project and the Regional Mobility Pricing
Project, to manage traffic on I-5 and I-205 in a way
that is equitable and addresses climate change, while
providing funding for critical infrastructure and safety
improvements. The charge to develop a tolling program
began in 2017, when the Oregon Legislature passed
House Bill 2017, known as “Keep Oregon Moving.” The
bill provided funding for transportation improvements
and directed the Oregon Transportation Commission to
implement tolls on I-205 and I-5 in the greater Portland
area. In 2018, ODOT led a tolling study and invited
public input to inform future planning.

http://OregonTolling.org 



