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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING -
Veterans' Educational Bridge Grant Program

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

CHAPTER 274
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS

FILING CAPTION: Veterans' Educational Bridge Grant Program

LAST DAY AND TIME TO OFFER COMMENT TO AGENCY: 11/29/2023 5:00 PM

NEED FOR THE RULE(S):
The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws 2023) which
expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum grant award
remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or training,
veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits, and
veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms. Language
was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-the-job
training (OJT), and career schools.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE:
None

STATEMENT IDENTIFYING HOW ADOPTION OF RULE(S) WILL AFFECT RACIAL EQUITY IN
THIS STATE:
This rulemaking establishes a grant for all Veterans, of which 13.5 percent are veterans of color. This
adoption is anticipated to have a positive impact on racial equity within the state.

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT:
No fiscal and economic impact.

COST OF COMPLIANCE:
(1) Identify any state agencies, units of local government, and members of the public likely to be
economically affected by the rule(s). (2) Effect on Small Businesses: (a) Estimate the number and type of
small businesses subject to the rule(s); (b) Describe the expected reporting, recordkeeping and administrative
activities and cost required to comply with the rule(s); (c) Estimate the cost of professional services,
equipment supplies, labor and increased administration required to comply with the rule(s).
None

DESCRIBE HOW SMALL BUSINESSES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE
RULE(S):
Small business will not be impacted therefore consultation with small businesses was not necessary.

WAS AN ADMINISTRATIVE RULE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CONSULTED? NO IF NOT, WHY

mailto:ODVA@public.govdelivery.com
mailto:Jay.DEFILLIPO@odva.oregon.gov


NOT?The department has determined that use of an advisory committee would have not provided any
substantive assistance in drafting these rule revisions because these revisions were directed in HB 2271.

CONTACT:
Jay DeFillipo
503-388-9016
jay.defillipo@odva.oregon.gov
700 Summer Street
Salem,OR 97301

RULES PROPOSED:
274-036-0200, 274-036-0210, 274-036-0220, 274-036-0230, 274-036-0240, 274-036-0250, 274-036-0260,
274-036-0270

AMEND: 274-036-0200
RULE TITLE: Veterans Educational Bridge Grant Program - Purpose
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools.
RULE TEXT:

The 2019 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2201 (Chapter 527, Oregon Laws 2019), establishing a
Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program (Grant Program) for the purpose of providing financial
assistance to veterans who are unable to complete a degree program within the expected completion period
due to the timing of course offerings.

The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws 2023) which
expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum grant award
remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or training,
veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits, and
veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms. Language
was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-the-job
training (OJT), and career schools.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0210
RULE TITLE: Definitions
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

These definitions apply to OAR 274-036-0200 through 274-036-0270

(1) "Applicant" means the person who applies to the Department for a grant under the Grant Program.

(2) "Approved Program" means an academic program or training approved to receive G.I. Bill® benefits



under U.S. Code Title 38, Chapter 30, 32, or 33.; a career school licensed under ORS 345.010 to 345.450; an
apprenticeship program that is registered with the State Apprenticeship and Training Council; or an On-The-
Job training program offered by a public employer.

(3) "Department" or "ODVA" means the Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs.

(4) "Grant Program" means the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program.

(5) "Oregon based program" means an educational institution or training program that is both located and
headquartered in Oregon.

(6) "Resident" means a resident as defined in OAR 575-030-0005.

(7) "Veteran" means a veteran as defined in ORS 408.225.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0220
RULE TITLE: Eligibility Requirements
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

Eligible applicants must be:

(1) A veteran;

(2) An Oregon resident;

(3) Enrolled as in an approved program which is also an Oregon based program;

(4) Eligible to receive federal, state, or other financial assistance based on military service or financial need.

(5) Unable to complete their academic or training program within the expected completion period due to the
unavailability of one or more required courses or training hours; or.

(6) Has debt on a student account that does not exceed $5,000 and prevents enrollment in future terms.

(7) Otherwise making satisfactory academic or training progress in an approved program.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0230
RULE TITLE: Application
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-



the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

(1) The Department will develop an application form.

(2) The following documentation shall be submitted by the applicant with the application:

(a) Evidence of service and separation must be documented on DD Form 214, a DD Form 215 Correction to
DD Form 214, or other evidence of service provided by the Department of Defense or U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs that is satisfactory to the Department.

(b) Proof of current Oregon residence.

(c) If currently enrolled in an academic or training program, proof of enrollment in an Oregon based
academic or training program, and proof that the program meets the criteria for an approved program.

(d) Proof of veteran eligibility to receive G.I. Bill® benefits or other financial assistance based on military
service or financial need including (but not limited to) Veteran Readiness and Employment (VRE), Oregon
Opportunity Grant, PELL Grant, or Oregon Promise.

(e) An academic plan, training plan, or training agreement created and executed by an academic advisor, or
training supervisor and the applicant.

(f) The Department may, in addition to the information and evidence specified in the application,
instructions, or rules and regulations, require such additional information and evidence as the Department
deems necessary to establish the applicant’s eligibility.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0240
RULE TITLE: Criteria for Determination of Bridge Grant Award
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

(1) Applications generally will be prioritized by the Department for consideration based on the date of
receipt of the completed application and documented financial need of the veteran. The Department may
consider applications in such other order and at such other times as it deems appropriate.

(2) When determining to whom and in what amount Grant Program funds will be made available to
applicants, the Department may take into consideration various factors, including but not limited to:

(a) The amount of available funds in the Grant Program account;

(b) The anticipated future deposits into the Grant Program account;

(c) The number of present commitments from the Grant Program account;

(d) The anticipated future commitments from the Grant Program account;

(e) The eligibility of the applicant.



(3) The payment of the grant is subject to the discretion of the Department in consideration of factors
described above in Paragraph (2), together with any other factors, as deemed relevant by the Depart.

 

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0250
RULE TITLE: Grant Amount
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

(1) Veteran Educational Bridge Grant total disbursement amounts will not exceed $5,000 per veteran, per
lifetime.

(2) Grant award amounts will be dependent upon financial need as documented by the veteran in the
application provided by the Department.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0260
RULE TITLE: Procedures for the Disbursement of Grant Funds
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.
Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

(1) The Department will review applications as they are received and determine which eligible applicants
will receive Grant awards based upon stated need and availability of Grant funds.

(2) The Applicant will provide all necessary information to the Department for the Grant award to be
processed in the State’s accounting system.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

AMEND: 274-036-0270
RULE TITLE: Waiver of Rules
RULE SUMMARY: The 2023 Oregon State Legislature passed House Bill 2271 (Chapter 303, Oregon Laws
2023) which expands applicant eligibility for the Veteran Educational Bridge Grant Program. The maximum
grant award remains at $5,000 lifetime but eligibility is expanded to include additional programs of study or
training, veterans who do not have entitlement to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs educational benefits,
and veterans who have a debt on a student account preventing them from registering for future terms.



Language was also updated to be inclusive of eligible non-academic programs including apprenticeships, on-
the-job training (OJT), and career schools. 
RULE TEXT:

Subject to the limitations of the law, and at its sole discretion, the Director of the Department of Veterans’
Affairs may waive all or part of these administrative rules.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 406.005(4), Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023
(HB 2271)
STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: Ch. 527, OL 2019 (HB 2201), Ch. 303, OL 2023 (HB 2271)

Established in 1945, the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs is dedicated to serving Oregon’s diverse
veteran community that spans five eras of service members. ODVA administers programs and provides special
advocacy and assistance in accessing earned veteran benefits across the state. Learn about veteran benefits

and services, or locate a local county or tribal veteran service office online at www.oregon.gov/odva.

Stay connected with the latest veteran information #oregonvet

© Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs | All Rights Reserved

Disclaimer of Hyperlinks: The appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the Oregon Department of
Veterans' Affairs of the linked websites, or the information, products or services contained therein.
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