
  >>> Gift Flow Chart 
  
Step 1: Is it a gift? 
 
The restrictions in ORS 244.025 limit gifts that can be accepted by a public official, 
candidate, or a relative, or member of the household of a public official or candidate.  

Step 3: Can you accept the gift? 

Who is the source of the 
gift? 
 
The source is the ultimate 
payer of the expense.  
OAR 199-005-0030 

Does the source have a legislative 
or administrative interest? 
 
Are you in a position where you could 
take official action that could have an 
economic impact on the source of the 
gift that is distinct from that of the 
general public?  ORS 244.020(10) 

What is the value of the gift? 
 
What is the fair market value of 
the item. OAR 199-005-0005 
 
You must keep track of the value 
of all gifts from the same source 
during the calendar year.  

Step 2: Legislative or Administrative Interest? 

Is it something 
of economic 
value? Or 

forgiveness of 
debt? Or is it a 

discount? 

Did you make a 
payment equal to 
the value of the 

item? 

Is it offered to 
members of the 
general public 

(not public 
officials) on the 
same terms and 

conditions? 

Yes No No 

Does one of the 
16 gift exceptions 

apply?  
ORS 

244.020(7)(b) 

No 

It’s a 
gift! 

Yes Is the value of the 
gift, combined 
with that of any 
other gifts from 

the same source 
in the calendar 
year, less than 

$50? 

Does the source of 
the gift have a 
legislative or 

administrative 
interest in your 
official actions? 

You can 
accept 
the gift! 
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$50 limit 

(L) exception 

$50 limit 

(E) exception 

Professional 
Licensing/ 
Materials 

Award 

Gift as 

customary 

business 

practice 

Entertain-

ment 

Food/ 
Lodging/ 

Travel 

Admission/ 

Food/ 

Bev 

Has NO ECONOMIC 

INTEREST in matters 

subject to public 

official’s official 

decision-making 

HAS ECONOMIC 

INTEREST in matters 

subject to public 

official’s official 

decision-making 

$50 GIFT LIMIT 

DOES NOT 

APPLY 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE GIFT LIMIT (ORS 244.020(7)(b)(A)-(O))* 

Representing government 
at reception/meal/meeting 

Incidental to main purpose 
of event 

Paid by gov’t/tribe/501(c)(3)/membership 
org to which public body pays dues 

Purpose is trade-promotion/fact-finding/ 
economic development/negotiation 

(Travel only) Paid by 1 public 
official for another w/in Oregon 

$50 LIMIT IF 

NO EXCEPTION 

APPLIES 

(F) exception 

(H) exception 

(K) exception 

(M) exception 

Representing gov’t at event 
for ceremonial purpose 

(N) exception 

Gift is usual/customary practice 
of the private business 

Private meal 

Sit-down meal 

Invited to represent gov’t/speak 
/present/participate on panel 

Representing gov’t w/ supervisor 
prior written approval 

To/From event re recipient’s position; 
recipient participates in official capacity 

Incidental to main purpose 
of another event 

Invited by source of entertainment for 
a related special occasion (ceremony) 

(O) exception 
Bears no relationship to public 
official’s official position 

Unsolicited award 
of appreciation 

(C) exception Plaque, trophy, desk or wall item, or similar & 
resale value < $25 (incl. cost of raw material) 

(D) exception 

(J) exception 

Information/publications/subscriptions related 
to performance of recipient’s official duties 

Continuing education expenses paid 
for professional licensing requirement 

No cost to attendees 

Invited & paid for by organization 

But an offer is NOT A GIFT if it fails to meet 

the above definition OR if it is offered by the public 
entity the public official represents. 

⃰ However, Prohibited Use of Office (ORS 244.040) 
may apply 

A GIFT IS: something of economic value not 

offered to others who aren’t public officials 

(relatives or household members) on the same 

terms and conditions (ORS 244.020(7)(a)) 

 

SOURCE OF GIFT… 
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