

Oregon Health Plan Prioritized List
Excluded Services Guideline 2
Editor's note: On 1/1/2025, Guideline Notes 172 and 173 were replaced with Excluded Services Guidelines 1 and 2, which serve the same functions. References to Guidelines 172-173 can be treated interchangeably with Excluded Services Guidelines E1-E2 unless HERC has revised its decision since the original approval.

CPT codes 64454, 64624 Nerve blocks and/or destruction by neurolytic agent, genicular nerve branches including imaging guidance, when performed

Last reviewed at VbBS in November 2019. Minutes indicate that the staff recommendation was accepted without significant discussion. HERC approved the recommendations without change. 

Codes:
1) CPT 64454 Injection(s), anesthetic agent(s) and/or steroid; genicular nerve branches, including imaging guidance, when performed
2) CPT 64624 Destruction by neurolytic agent, genicular nerve branches including imaging guidance, when performed

Description: Genicular nerve blocks and genicular radiofrequency ablation are procedures used in the treatment of chronic knee pain for individuals that have not been effectively managed by pharmacologic or other alternative therapies.  The new code 64624 is to be used for radiofrequency ablation of the nerves innervating the knee. 

Review of the literature finds that the only indication for genicular nerve blocks are for preoperative evaluation prior to genicular radiofrequency ablation. 

Similar codes:
CPT 64450 (Injection(s), anesthetic agent(s) and/or steroid; other peripheral nerve or branch) is ancillary and governed by the ancillary guideline for nerve blocks.  Most other nerve blocks are also ancillary; however, the paravertebral facet joint nerve injections (CPT 64490-64492) are on line 662.

CPT 64640 (Destruction by neurolytic agent; other peripheral nerve or branch) was previously used for the procedures now broken out into 64624 and 64635.  CPT 64640 is on line 662 CONDITIONS FOR WHICH CERTAIN INTERVENTIONS ARE UNPROVEN, HAVE NO CLINICALLY IMPORTANT BENEFIT OR HAVE HARMS THAT OUTWEIGH BENEFITS but was only reviewed for radiofrequency ablation of the knee. 


Past HERC review:
HERC reviewed RFA for knee osteoarthritis in May, 2019. From that review: “The body of evidence to date on radiofrequency ablation for knee osteoarthritis consists of only a few small RCTs at moderate-to-high risk of bias.  The WA HTA concluded that the quality of evidence is very low, but is in favor of peripheral nerve ablation for improving short term function and pain.  Further research is ongoing for this technology.  Other therapies for knee osteoarthritis, including injections, medications, and surgeries, are currently paired with this diagnosis.  RFA is not currently included in expert treatment guidelines and is not currently covered by major insurers.” Based on this review, knee RFA was placed on current line 662 using the generic CPT code 64640.  Prior to this review, CPT 64640 was ancillary.


HERC staff recommendations:
1) Place CPT 64454 (Injection(s), anesthetic agent(s) and/or steroid; genicular nerve branches, including imaging guidance, when performed) on line 662/GN173
a. only use is prior to radiofrequency ablation, which is on line 662
2) Place CPT 64624 (Destruction by neurolytic agent, genicular nerve branches including imaging guidance, when performed) on line 662 CONDITIONS FOR WHICH CERTAIN INTERVENTIONS ARE UNPROVEN, HAVE NO CLINICALLY IMPORTANT BENEFIT OR HAVE HARMS THAT OUTWEIGH BENEFITS and modify GN173 as shown below
a. Reflects previous review and HERC decision
3) Remove PCT 64640 from GN 173 and advise HSD to return CPT 64640 to the Ancillary File

EXCLUDED SERVICES GUIDELINE 2, INTERVENTIONS THAT ARE UNPROVEN, HAVE NO CLINICALLY IMPORTANT BENEFIT OR HAVE HARMS THAT OUTWEIGH BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN CONDITIONS
Line 662
The following Interventions are prioritized on Line 662 CONDITIONS FOR WHICH CERTAIN INTERVENTIONS ARE UNPROVEN, HAVE NO CLINICALLY IMPORTANT BENEFIT OR HAVE HARMS THAT OUTWEIGH BENEFITS:

	Procedure Code
	Intervention Description
	Rationale
	Last Review

	64640
	Destruction by neurolytic agent; other peripheral nerve or branch
	Insufficient evidence of effectiveness 
	May, 2019 (knee osteoarthritis)

	64454, 64624
	Nerve blocks and/or dDestruction by neurolytic agent, genicular nerve branches including imaging guidance, when performed
	Insufficient evidence of effectiveness
	May, 2019
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