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Public Comments: Revision to Student Clinical Training Practice Standards
This document was last updated on May 18, 2026.
This rulemaking is related to the Administrative Rule Clinical Training Advisory Committee (ARCTAC) and their annual review of OAR 409-030 governing administrative requirements for health profession student clinical rotations throughout Oregon. 
This document includes written public comments related to the annual update of health profession student clinical standards The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) conducted rulemaking on OAR 409-030 and received public comments from April 1, 2026 to April 21, 2026 as part of the rulemaking process by email to HPA-Rules@oha.oregon.gov. This document presents the comments in the manner and order they were received and may include typos or misspellings. 
Personal contact information for those who made the comments has been removed, as well as personal health information. 
OHA expresses no views on the substance of these comments. They are published for transparency and not as an endorsement by OHA of the views expressed. 
You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a format you prefer free of charge. Contact us by email at clinical.trainingreq@oha.oregon.gov or by phone at 503-385-3075. We accept all relay calls. 

[bookmark: _Toc187935756]Public Comment
1. Comment for Chapter 409 Division 030 “Health Profession Student Clinical Training Requirements” 

Cat G. - I am attending Graduate school at Eastern Oregon University and have been required to jump through the hoops of the Castle Branch that addresses this proposed rule change.
My feedback is that it is expensive, redundant, time consuming and invasive of counselor privacy.
My Practicum and internship site does not require proof of vaccination or drug testing.  They did require an FBI background check, basic first aid and lots of the other OSHA training which I already paid $80 for and did and am now having to do again through Castle branch ($180). 
-  Although I was already trained in CPR and emergency first aid I Castle Branch will accept only the American Heart Association BLS Provider CPR certification. I was also required to take the same training at my internship site (for free) as they had their own training materials. So now I have taken the training 3 times.
- There is no drug panel testing within a 1.5 Hour drive of my house. I imagine this may be the case for many rural students.
-  I was born and raised overseas and getting proof of all my vaccinations is not possible (again not required by my site, but required only by this new rule)
- Although I personally am strongly in support of vaccinations, I know many people who feel this as a divisive issue since it became politicized during the pandemic and consider it governmental overreach into a person's medical decisions. I am disappointed the OHA is making this a mandatory requirement as I do know people (who would serve alternative minded clients) who will be put off from entering the profession. 
Thanks for considering my experience with this proposed rule change.
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