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Other points: Patients may further designate their treating providers as “past,” 
“current,” and/or “future” treating providers. In addition, a patient may designate, by 
name, one or more individuals on their health care team with whom they do not 
have a treating provider relationship. 
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Currently the program definition does not apply to general medical facilities but does apply to general 
medical practices 

If a provider is not a general medical facility or general medical practice, then the provider meets the 
Part 2 definition of a “program” if it is an individual or entity who holds itself out as providing, and 
provides substance use disorder diagnosis, treatment, or referral for treatment. 

If the provider is an identified unit within a general medical facility or general medical practice, it is a 
“program” if it holds itself out as providing, and provides, substance use disorder diagnosis, treatment 
or referral for treatment. 

If the provider consists of medical personnel or other staff in a general medical facility or general 
medical practice, it is a “program” if its primary function is the provision of substance use disorder 
diagnosis, treatment, or referral for treatment and is identified as such specialized medical personnel 
or other staff by the general medical facility or general medical practice. 

SAMHSA states that hospitals, trauma centers, or federally qualified health centers would all be 
considered “general medical facilities.” Primary care providers who work in such facilities would be 
covered if: (1) they work in an identified unit within such general medical facility that holds itself out as 
providing, and provides, substance use disorder diagnosis, treatment or referral for treatment, or (2) 
the primary function of the providers is substance use disorder diagnosis, treatment or referral for 
treatment and they are identified as providers of such services by the general medical facility. 
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SAMHSA is proposing to require the consent form to explicitly describe the substance 
use disorder-related information to be disclosed. The types of information that might 
be requested include diagnostic information, medications and dosages, lab tests, 
allergies, substance use history summaries, trauma history summary, employment 
information, living situation and social supports, and claims/encounter data. The 
designation of the “Amount and Kind” of information to be disclosed must have 
sufficient specificity to allow the disclosing program or other entity to comply with 
the request. For example, the description may include: “medications and dosages, 
including substance use disorder-related medications,” or “all of my substance use 
disorder-related claims/encounter data.” An example of an unacceptable description 
would be “all of my records.” 
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Under the last proposal, the consent form could not include the general function 
“HIE” without specifying the name of the HIE entity used by the treating provider. 
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Researchers will need to be a HIPAA covered entity or business associate or subject to 
the HHS Common Rule
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