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Housekeeping

MUTE

All lines were muted at 
login for this session

RECORDING

This session is being 
recorded

QUESTIONS

Use the chat feature to 
ask questions and provide 
comments.

You can also email your input at any time to 1115waiver.renewal@odhsoha.oregon.gov.

mailto:1115waiver.renewal@odhsoha.oregon.gov
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What is Medicaid and the Oregon Health Plan?
 Medicaid is a federal program that is administered by each state

 The Oregon Health Plan (OHP) is Oregon’s Medicaid Program

 Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs) are local OHP health plans 
that cover medical, dental, and mental healthcare

 More than 1 in 4 people in Oregon get health care coverage from OHP
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What’s a waiver?
People are eligible for the Oregon Health Plan based on their income or for 
other reasons.

Federal rules set minimum standards related to eligibility and required benefits. 
But states can ask to WAIVE some federal rules to have more flexibility and 
offer the Oregon Health Plan to more people and cover more services than 
usually allowed.  

Every five years, Oregon must renew its agreement with the federal 
government around the Oregon Health Plan – proposing new changes and 
continuing existing programs. The federal government can accept or reject 
these proposals. 
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2022-2027 1115 Medicaid Waiver
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Primary Waiver Focus: Advance Health Equity
Our main goals:

Ensuring people 
can maintain their 
health coverage

Improving health 
outcomes by 
addressing 

social needs that 
impact health

Ensuring smart, 
flexible 

spending for 
health equity

Creating a more 
equitable, culturally-

and linguistically-
responsive health 

care system
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What’s Changing - Enrollment
• Kids stay enrolled until their 6th birthday​

• People ages 6+ stay automatically stay enrolled for two years 
(instead of one)*

*Continuous enrollment for Oregon Health Plan adults depends on required funding approval.
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What this means for OHP members
OHP members:
• Stay covered longer
• Re-enroll less often
• Less likely to lose coverage because of short-term changes in 

eligibility
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Questions?
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What’s Changing – Social Needs
Oregon will provide benefits – like housing and nutrition services - to people 
who are going through transitions in their lives. This includes:
• Youth with special health care needs ages 19 - 26
• Youth who are child welfare involved, including leaving foster care at age 18
• People who are experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness
• Older adults who have both Medicaid and Medicare health insurance
• People being released from custody
• People at risk of extreme weather events due to climate change

These benefits are called health-related social needs in the waiver. Benefits 
begin in 2024.
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What this means for OHP members
Under the new waiver, OHP members will get increased care and social 
supports in more situations. Some of these situations include:
• Leaving Oregon State Hospital, other psychiatric residential facilities, jails, 

juvenile corrections, or prison.
• People who experience extreme weather events will have supports.
• Youth in foster care or who are transitioning out of foster care.
• Youth with Special Health Care Needs will get social supports as well as 

increased vision & dental services.
• Housing supports for people experiencing homelessness.
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What’s Changing – Social Needs
Housing

• Rental assistance or temporary housing for up to 6 months (such 
as rent payments and rent deposits)

• Utility assistance for up to 6 months
• Home modifications (such as ramps or handrails)
• Pre-tenancy and tenancy support services (such as support with 

rental applications or moving)
• Housing-focused navigation and/or case manager
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What’s Changing – Social Needs
Food

• Community-based food resources (such as application support for 
SNAP and WIC)

• Nutrition and cooking education
• Fruit and vegetable prescriptions (such as VeggieRx) for up to 6 

months, and healthy food boxes/meals
• Medically tailored meal delivery
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What’s Changing – Social Needs
Climate 

• Payment for devices that maintain healthy temperatures and 
clean air, including air conditioners, heaters, air filters

• Generators to operate medical devices like ventilators when 
power outages happen
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What this means for OHP members
• Right now, limited supports for housing, food and climate are provided by 

CCOs to their CCO members only through flexible services under a program 
called “health-related services.”

• Under the new waiver, these social supports will be a covered benefit in 
OHP. That means everyone who qualifies for that benefit is entitled to receive 
it.

• OHP members who are facing certain life challenges will have social 
supports available to them to stay healthy at times in their lives when they 
are experiencing a greater need.
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Health-Related 
Services (HRS) 

Flexible Services

compared to

Health-Related 
Social Needs 

(HRSN) Services

All CCO 
Members

(HRS flexible services 
request eligible)

Transition 
Populations
(HRSN services 

eligible)

Image not representative of actual population sizes
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Comprehensive investments in Children’s Health to 
Advance Health Equity
• Oregon will provide continuous enrollment for young children until they reach age 

six.

• OHP will include all Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) 
required services for children and youth to age 21.

• The Youth with Special Health Care Needs (YSHCN) eligibility criteria will allow 
these youth to have expanded benefits, including EPSDT, until age 26.

• Health-related social needs benefits will be available for YSHCN, children and youth 
who are welfare involved, and youth involved in criminal justice and their families.

2022-2027 Waiver Authorities 
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Changes to the Prioritized List

• Oregon and CMS agree that the Prioritized List as it is currently used in 
Oregon’s Medicaid program no longer requires waiver authority and that it is 
preferable to transition the Prioritized List to the State Plan. 

• Given the nearly thirty-year history of the Prioritized List, the state will need to 
complete a detailed regulatory and operational review with the potential for 
meaningful changes in law, rules, or processes. Accordingly, the waiver of 
amount, scope and duration will terminate on January 1, 2027, to give the 
state sufficient time to make necessary changes.
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New Federal Funding through Designated State Health 
Programs: $1.1 billion 
• Oregon received authority for $268 million DSHP federal buy out for the five 

years of the demonstration.  The buy-out allows federal matching funds for a 
state-funded Designated State Health Program that “free up” state funding to 
support YSHCN coverage and HRSN services and related infrastructure 
investments. 

• The “freed up” state funding will result in $1.2 billion across the 
demonstration, which includes a state contribution of $88 million during the 
last year of the demonstration. Therefore, the total in federal funds are $1.1 
billion for the demonstration.

2022-2027 Waiver Authorities 
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Questions?
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• Continued work with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS)

Next Steps and Opportunities
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What was not included in this waiver

• Rate-setting flexibilities for CCOs
• Pharmacy flexibilities
• Expediated Medicaid enrollment via the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP)
• Employment and transportation HRSN benefits
• Covering peer-delivered behavioral health services outside a 

care plan (SPA)
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Continued negotiations with CMS
These were not approved in September, but we are still 
talking to Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services about 
these topics:

• Tribal related requests
• OHP coverage before people leave custody (such as the jail or 

state hospital)
• Community Investment Collaboratives to fund local health 

equity efforts 
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October Engagements to Date 
Oregon Health Policy Board 10/04/22

Legislative Workgroup 10/10/22
Quality and Health Outcomes (QHOC) 10/10/22
SB 770 HHS Quarterly Cluster Meeting 10/12/22

Community Advisory Council Update 10/19/22

NAMD – Climate and Equity 10/19//22

OHA | CCO Leadership Policy & Strategy 10/20/22

NASHP 10/21/22

Community Partner Program in English 10/24/22

Community Waiver Days 10/25/22

Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) 10/26/22

Community Partner Program in Spanish 10/26/22

Lunch and Learns – OHA Staff 10/26/22
10/27/22
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Question

How do we meaningfully engage OHP members and 
community partners like yourselves in 2023?
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Thank you!
Updates and information:

oregon.gov/1115waiverrenewal 

Reach out to us anytime: 

1115waiver.renewal@odhsoha.oregon.gov

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/hsd/medicaid-policy/pages/waiver-renewal.aspx?utm_source=OHA&utm_medium=egov_redirect&utm_campaign=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2F1115waiverrenewal
mailto:1115waiver.renewal@odhsoha.oregon.gov
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