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CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 

 
Problematic gambling behaviors have been related across various 

criminal offence types (robbery, theft, drug offences, violent crimes, 

etc.).1,2
 

 
 
 
 

Individuals classified as manifesting a gambling disorder who are 

incarcerated are significantly more likely to report that gambling was 

related to their conviction.3 

 
 
 
 

While drug related offenses are the most prominent, individuals that 

have convictions from gambling also report engaging in robberies, 

property offenses, and theft.4 

 
 
 

Compared to those without, individuals with problematic gambling 

behavior have increased odds of being charged with crimes 

related to drugs, violent or sexual offences, weapon-related 

crimes, economic crimes, and traffic related crimes.5 
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A recent review found that problem gambling rates among incarcerated individuals 

ranged from 5.9% to 73%.1 

 
Prevalence rates of problem gambling among adults in custody differ by sex, with 

male prevalence rates ranging from 10.4% to 73%, and female prevalence rates 

ranging from 5.9 to 45%.1 



IMPACTS OF PROBLEM GAMBLING ON CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR 

 

 

CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR AND PROBLEM GAMBLING IN OREGON 

Problem gambling-related 

imprisonments account for at 

least $10 million a year in 

Oregon DOC-related costs.6 

 
The risk of having a gambling 

problem is 14X higher among 

those entering the DOC 

compared to those in Oregon’s  

general adult population.6 

 

40% of Oregon adults in custody who engage in problem gambling reported 

gambling weekly, however many also reported binge or episodic 

gambling.6 

 
 

Gambling severity ranges among Oregon adults in custody. In 

2019, 24.06% of Oregon adults in custody reported severe 

gambling, 12.52% reported moderately severe gambling, and 

12.31% reported a low severity gambling.6 

 

 
6. Marotta, J. (2020). Gambling and the Criminal Justice System in Oregon. Invited presentation at the Oregon Problem Gambling Services Fall 2020 Online Learning Series, Salem, OR. 

 

 
About 1 in 3 adults in 

custody entering the DOC 

in Oregon scored within the 

problematic gambling range 

on the Problem Gambling 

Severity Index (PGSI).6 

was “primarily” due to gambling.6 Further, problem gambling is linked 

to one of  
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THEFT AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 
 

Young age, low education, low income, a high rate of depression, a long history 

of problem gambling, and negative subjective perception of one’s financial 

situation is associated with gambling-related cheating and stealing.7 

 
Duration of problem gambling is related to cheating and stealing such that the 

longer one has engaged in problem gambling, the more likely one is to cheat 

or  steal.7 

 
Self-report depression is related to problem gambling-related stealing and 

cheating.         7 

 

 

EMPLOYER/EE EMBEZZLEMENT AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 

 
Among employees who engage in 

problematic gambling and 

embezzlement behaviors, the 

amount of money they have access 

to and the likelihood of getting 

detected influence the degree to 

which they are willing to 

embezzle.8 

 
In 2012, approximately 9% of all 

embezzlement cases in the US 

were motivated by gambling.9 

 
Over six years, approximately a 

third (29.1%) of embezzlement 

cases were motivated by 

gambling.9 
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An estimated 1 in 10 individuals 

engaged in problematic gambling 

who have sought help have 

embezzled or stolen money from 

their place of work.8 
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CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 

 

Experiencing abuse in childhood, 

including sexual, physical, and emotional 

abuse, puts individuals at a greater risk of 

developing problematic gambling behavior 

later in life.10
 

 
Problem gambling is a predictor of severe 

child abuse toward one’s children, even 

after controlling for psychiatric disorder.10
 

 
 

 
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 

 
Approximately 1 in 3 individuals who engage in problematic gambling report 

either being victims (38.1%) or perpetrators (36.5%) of physical intimate 

partner violence.11 

 
Among a sample of individuals seeking treatment for problem gambling, the 

prevalence of family violence (typically parents and/or intimate partner violence) 

victimization is 18.4% and perpetration is 19.1%.12 

 
Approximately 11% of perpetrators of intimate partner violence manifest a 

gambling disorder.  Younger age, less than full employment, clinical anger 

problems, impulsivity, and alcohol and substance use are implicated in the 

relationship between problem gambling and being a perpetrator of intimate 

partner violence.11
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PAYMENT FRAUD AND PROBLEM GAMBLING 

 
Treatment seeking individuals who problem gamble 

are more likely to have written bad checks than 

non-treatment seeking community members who 

engage in problem gambling.13
 

 
Those who engage in problematic gambling have 

been shown to be 3.6x more likely to be charged 

with an economic criminal offense, such as theft, 

forgery, fraud, burglary, and robbery compared to 

individuals with non-problematic gambling.5 

 
Of those who have experienced problems with gambling, fraudulent efforts, such 

as embezzlement and welfare fraud were identified as a clear theme of criminal 

activity in order to achieve funds for gambling.14
 

 
 

 
 

PROBLEM GAMBLING AND CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR: 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 

Most individuals who manifest a gambling problem do not engage in criminal 

activities.15 Several large epidemiological surveys of gambling behavior in the 

United States have found that illegal acts were rarely endorsed unless the 

participant had also endorsed a number of other criteria such as antisocial 

personality traits and abuse substances.16   When illegal acts are present in 

individuals with gambling disorder, they tend to present with the most severe 

form of the disorder and  that the majority of crimes committed by individuals 

with gambling disorder are committed to fund gambling.5 
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Those who engage in 

problem gambling are 

3.6x more likely                   to be 

charged with an 

economic criminal 

offense.5 
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PROBLEM GAMBLING PREVENTION AND  

INTERVENTION STRATEGIES 
 

Integrate problem gambling education and awareness into programming to address 

multiple risky behaviors.  Reducing gambling related crime may best be accomplished 

by investing in programs to increase the health and well-being of children and families. 

 
Work to develop policies and practices to address problem gambling within the 

criminal justice system including routine screening for problem gambling, 

utilizing treatment courts for persons with gambling related crimes, and offering 

prevention and treatment programs within correctional facilities. 

 
Increase awareness of the negative life consequences problematic gambling 

poses, including the increased risk of incarceration for those who engage in 

problem gambling. 

 
To reduce harm caused by problem gambling related fraud and embezzlement, 

employers are encouraged to follow best practice accounting standards 

including regular independent audits.  

 
When problem gambling is known or suspected among individuals or family 

units being served, routinely screen for intimate partner violence, elder 

abuse/neglect, and child abuse/neglect, and accompany by appropriate referrals 

and resources. 
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