Bay Area Hospital
1750 Thompson Road
Coos Bay, OR 97420
May 9, 2019
Oregon Health Authority
CCO Application Process
Re: Advanced Health
To Whom It May Concern:
Bay Area Hospital has been a key community stakeholder with Advanced Health since its
inception. As a result, we have partnered with them in the development of the Coos County
Community Health Assessment and Community Health Improvement Plan, and I personally
served on the Community Health Improvement Plan Steering Committee and as the Chairperson
of the Healthy Eating Active Living Subcommittee. During this time, I witnessed the leadership
of Advanced Health’s collaborative and inclusive approach, their level of engagement with
members on their plan as well as community stakeholders and the community as a whole.
My staff and I are committed to work collaboratively with Advanced Health to continue to
identify unaddressed health care needs in our community and develop effective strategies to
address those needs.
It is essential that CCO 2.0 emphasize and enforce the original legislative intent that CCOs be
community-based and locally-governed with the flexibility to better serve the needs of our
individual communities.
I provide a positive recommendation for Advanced Health without reservation. Thank you for
the opportunity to comment on Advanced Health’s application.

Sincerely,
Angie Webster
Angie Webster, RN, BSN, MPH
Interim Chief Human Resources Officer
Bay Area Hospital

To whom it may concern,
I am writing in support of our partner agency, Advanced Health, in their CCO application. My
work with Advanced Health has been through many lenses. I am part of the team that, with the
generous financial and supportive resources from Advanced Health, brought the Adverse
Childhood Experiences (ACES) training to our community. This training is ongoing, and we
hear good things from our those trained every day that supports the awareness and traumainformed knowledge that is working through our community right now.
Advanced Health has provided financial support to our Coos County Foster Parent Association
and local child welfare agency to sponsor a movie night to recruit foster parents. Our agencies
were able to recruit 4 new foster homes and two new Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASAs) at this event, which is huge for our small community. Further, the Advanced Health
staff have helped our CASA agency recruit even more volunteers by helping us spread the word
of our work and the need in our community. Advanced Health is also helping to sponsor our
bringing Every Child to Coos and Curry Counties, to further support foster parents and children
in foster care in our community. Their work with the Youth Advisory Committee is instrumental
in bringing a stronger youth voice to our organizations, schools, and community.
Advanced Health has been an active partner with CASA, Oregon Coast Community Action, the
Coos County Foster Parent Association, and many other programs and organizations in Coos and
Curry Counties. It’s difficult to find a space they have not positively touched in our community
and not plausible to view a future without their support and work.
I fully support this agency and hope to have them as a community partner for the years to come.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________
Greg Dalton, BSHS
Director, CASA of Coos County
1855 Thomas Ave.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
541-435-7103
gdalton@orcca.us
CASA of Coos County is a Program of Oregon Coast Community Action
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May 8, 2019
To whom it may concern:
As the long-time mayor of Bandon, I have been a supporter of Advanced
Health since the time of its earliest inception. I was drawn to Advanced
Health's Community Health Assessment and Community Health
Improvement Plan precisely because the enabling legislation for CCOs
defined them as local community-based organizations, with local
governance structures.
While I remain committed to support Advanced Health and its exemplary
local network, I must express concern about the degree to which the CCO
2.0 development process fails to emphasize or enforce the original
legislative intent that CCOs be community-based and locally governed. I
fear that, over time, CCOs will be no different than huge multi-state health
insurance companies, and the voices of local community stakeholders and
consumers will no longer be heard.
I have heard that another CCO might enter Coos County. I worry that the
presence of two CCOs in my community will split the social and financial
resources that are available to support the new Plan that represents hundreds
of hours of volunteer efforts.
As a person who is deeply concerned about the welfare and well-being of the
residents of my community, I believe that the Community Health
Improvement Plan has established a comprehensive guide for improving the
health of individuals, as well as our entire community.
For these reasons I will continue to support the efforts of Advanced Health
to shape the future of local health care for our most vulnerable citizens.
Sincerely,

Mary Schamehorn
Bandon Mayor

City of Gold Beach
29592 Ellensburg Avenue ● Gold Beach, OR 97444
Administration: 541-247-7029 ● Police: 541-247-6671 ● www.goldbeachoregon.gov
Visitor Center: 541-247-7526 ● www.visitgoldbeach.com

Tuesday, May 14, 2019
Oregon Health Authority
Oregon Health Plan
500 Summer Street, NE, E-20
Salem, OR 97301-1097
RE:

Oregon Health Plan CCO 2.0 for Curry County

Dear OHA:
Western Oregon Advanced Health (abn Advanced Health) is one of two organizations that function
as Coordinated Care Organizations for the Oregon Health Plan in our area. As we understand it,
they have submitted a proposal to continue providing CCO services in Curry County. On behalf of
the Gold Beach City Council, I’d like to express our gratitude for how Advanced Health is
attempting to meet the needs not only of our most vulnerable community members, but of the
community at large. The Council fully supports Advanced Health’s application submission for CCO
2.0 and we look forward to their continued presence in Curry County. Thank you for allowing us
the opportunity to offer our support to Advanced Health, and if you have any questions please
contact me.
Sincerely,
Jodi Fritts
City Administrator/Planning Director
jfritts@goldbeachoregon.gov

The City of Gold Beach is dedicated to enhancing quality of life, while promoting the health, safety, and welfare of our
citizens, businesses, and visitors in the most fiscally responsible manner. In doing this, the City will respect the past,
respond to current concerns, and plan for the future, while maintaining environmental sensitivity in our beach
oriented community.

May 10, 2019
Dear Oregon Health Authority,
I have been a member of the Advanced Health Coos County Community Advisory Council (CAC) since
the beginning for over 5 years. I have served as the Chair and I am currently serving as the Vice-Chair. I am
active in the Community Health Improvement Plan subcommittees, mostly the HEAL (Healthy Eating Active
Living) and the CTP (Commercial Tobacco Prevention). I have seen the good things that the CAC does in the
community and I like being part of it.
I volunteer a lot in the community. I care a lot about the homeless and I spend lots of time advocating
for them as I know what it is like. I was homeless for 2 years. I survived because I was lucky and I knew good
people who helped me. I try to be a voice for the homeless at the CAC and the community meetings that I go. I
try to go to all the community meetings that I can. I also go to the mental health advisory meetings. I volunteer
at the library and I am very active in my church. I also volunteer to do the homeless count every year.
I would like Advanced Health to continue to be the CCO for Coos County. I think they are doing a good
job and I have seen first hand the difference that they are making. The CAC is where they go to hear what the
members have to say and they listen. I care a lot about this community and want to see it in good hands.
God Bless,
Anna Marie Slate
Coos CAC Vice Chair
Advanced Health

May 10, 2019
To Oregon Health Authority,
I am the
of the Advanced Health Coos County CAC. When I first
started coming to Advanced Health they gave me the opportunity to lose the weight I
have lost through their incentive program (what I call it). I know not everyone will do it.
But a lot of us did try and Advanced Health stood with us and helped. I am just one of
them that lost the weight. I have lost of 60 pounds and I have kept it off for over 5 years
now. It does work.
Because of Advanced Health I got to take the Community Health Worker class at
SWOCC. Imagine going back to college in your 70’s! It was an adjustment. But I stuck
with it and I’m so glad I did! I learned so much. I learned that I came from generational
poverty. I learned have to solve problems instead of fighting. I learned how to use
community resources. I learned new vocabulary.
Through the CAC I have got to go to the CAC retreat. That was fun! I also went
to Portland to the OHA CAC event. The hotel there was just beautiful. We sent the lady
that cleaned our room a thank you card and the front desk staff and the manager.
They said no one had ever done that before. I learned a lot about meeting facilitation.
It will help me to run the CAC meetings. I also learned a lot from the other CACs
around the state. The training on implicit bias was one of our favorites.
I believe in being active! I am like the energizer bunny! I am on the HEAL
committee of the CHIP and I got my daughter to come too. She has also lost a lot of
weight. I am so proud of her.
Advanced Health really cares about us and they listen to us. I hope you give
them the contract again for Coos County.
May the Lord Bless you.
Love,

Oregon Health Authority
500 Summer St NE
Salem, OR 97301

Re: Letter of support for Advanced Health

May 9, 2019

Dear Oregon Health Authority,
I am a member of the Curry County Community Advisory Council for Advanced Health and
encourage you to award Advanced Health a contract as a Coordinated Care Organization.
It has been my personal (or professional) pleasure to work with Advanced Health and the
Community Advisory Council to identify unaddressed health care needs in our community, and
to develop responsive strategies through our Community Health Improvement Plan. Throughout
this process, I found that my input was valued and taken seriously. I particularly appreciated the
thoughtful and compassionate leadership that Advanced Health provided to the Community
Advisory Council, and the inclusive skills of CHA and CHIP facilitator. Consider me engaged! I
am anxious and ready to roll-up my sleeves and work toward the attainment of the CHIP’s
objectives.

Sincerely,

Ben Cannon
Public Health Administrator
Curry Community Health

I have and wish to do more than just provide a letter of support for the Advanced Health’s CCO
application. As a County Commissioner and a life-time resident, we are absolutely committed
to working arm-in-arm with Advanced Health and other community stakeholders to attain the
goals of the 2019 comprehensive Community Health Improvement Plan -- (CHP). I was drawn
to participate in Advanced Health’s Community Health Assessment -- (CHA) and (CHP) of
individuals and, indeed, our entire community. Their optimism and passion to succeed is
inspiring. For those reasons, I am committed to continue my involvement and seeing this work
through to its completion. For more than two years, I’ve also served on the Curry Community
Health Board of directors.
Throughout the development of Advanced Health’s (CHP), I’m serving as a member of the
sponsoring Community Advisory Council – (CAC). This work has engaged me and provided me
with leadership opportunities to give back to my communities and county, shape the future of
local health care, and be meaningfully involved in the greater common good.
It has been both my personal and professional pleasure to work with Advanced Health to
identify unaddressed health care needs in Curry County, and to develop responsive strategies
through our Community Health Improvement Plan. Throughout this process, I found that my
input was valued and taken seriously. I particularly appreciate the thoughtful and
compassionate leadership that Advanced Health provides to the (CAC) and the inclusive skills of
the (CHA) and (CHP) facilitators. I am anxious and ready to continue rolling up my sleeves and
work toward the attainment of the (CHP’S) objectives in the years ahead and a commitment
with hopeful co-equal contributions.
While I’ve publicly and collectively extended gratitude to the entire Advanced Health
Representatives and Organization in the past, I’ll take consistent opportunities to do same in
the future. Bottom Line; their successes are making a big difference in Curry County.
I submit a sincere thank you for taking the time to review my Letter of Support for Advanced
Health.
Court Boice
Curry County Oregon Commissioner.

April 24, 2019

To Whom it May Concern,
I have been a member of the Advanced Health Community Advisory Council the last four years. During
this time I have taken part in the process of developing both our Curry County Community Health
Assessment as well as our Community Health Improvement Plan. In this time I have also had the
pleasure of attending Peer Pocalypse, Bridges over poverty, Community film nights, our monthly
Community Advisory meetings, as well as the monthly CHIP meetings, and our Community Advisory
Council Retreat. I have also been engaged in Community Health Improvement Plan Subcommittees. I
took heart in Mental Health and Addictions, as well as decreasing the Adolescent Suicide Rate, Healthy
food and Lifestyles, Communication and Benefits and Transportation.
It has been a pleasure working with Advanced Health Community Advisory Council to help develop
forward looking health improvement strategies through the development of Curry County Community
Health Improvement Plan. It has been amazing to watch this group help in so many areas. The Activity
Center, Adverse Child Experience (ACE), the naloxone training for all who were interested, Trauma
informed care, and so much more. I have been very pleased with the way Advanced Health has worked
together or Collaborated with so many Community Partners.
I am looking forward to my continued service with Advanced Health as a consumer advocate, and you
couldn't ask for a better staff. I am thrilled with the big rocks on our new Community Health
Improvement Plan.
Kind regards,

Connie Atwood
Curry CAC Member

April 22, 2019
To:
OHA
From:
Re:
Advanced Health CCO 2.0 Letter of Support
I would like to offer my wholehearted support of Advanced Health continuing their
work as a CCO for our community! I have been a member of the Advanced Health
Curry CAC for several years. I started as a community member who also sat on the
AllCare CAC and was welcomed as a community partner. I then became an OHP
consumer member of the Advanced Health Curry CAC. I identify as a Peer Recovery
Advocate for both mental health and addictions and my passions lie in advocating for
recovery based peer delivered services that are available to all members who want
access to them.
Advanced Health has been extremely supportive in their CHIP work as well as their
community engagement with a variety of partners. They have included and supported
consumers in attending a variety of training and planning meetings to help us learn.
They have provided us with access to caring staff that are available to answer our
questions and mentor us in our journey to understand the CCO process.
In support of building a skilled labor force for our community Advanced Health helped
to bring Community Health Worker training for certification to the local community
college. They offered seats in these training to CAC members. I am grateful for their
support in helping me to attain my CHW certification. They have also brought multiple
workshops to the area that included some with CEU available to professionals.
Advanced Health has provided access to training about the ACES study and took on
the large commitment of supporting that work in our community. The family café
process is under way with training in the facilitation of the family café open to the CAC
members as well.
For the recently completed Community Health Assessment and almost completed
Community Health Improvement Plan Advanced health joined with the other CCO
AllCare, the Curry Community Health Public Health Department and Curry Health
Network’s hospital to collaborate on the CHA and CHIP. This approach, in a small
rural community, of joining together to coordinate resources is really exciting. I feel
Advanced Health is ahead of schedule in getting ready for CCO 2.0 when it comes to
the CHIP! The CAC members were invited to participate in this process. Our voice is
valued!
-1-

As we move forward with the next CHIP I am excited about the renewed commitment
to improving health care in our rural community. Advanced Health has made it clear
that they are committed to improving the health of all of their members. Recently the
Curry Homeless Coalition opened a resource center and Advanced Health has located
their Curry Co office in the space. They have donated money to the Chetco Activity
Center for their exercise programs which are mostly attended by older members of the
community. Advanced Health is also supporting an Every Child project.
For our last CHIP we had several committees working on different “big rocks” or goals.
Advanced Health gave the CAC a pot of funds to use towards identified activities that
would support the CHIP work. CAC members will continue this work through monthly
planning meetings and other activities to help ensure that we make progress towards
our identified goals and objectives. This is an exciting time in health care reform!
Advanced Health has worked hard over the last few years to really support a robust
CAC.
I am privileged to hold a seat on the Advanced Health Board of Directors as an OHP
member CAC representative. Again the staff has gone above and beyond to help me
feel welcome, truly heard and to explain when I needed help to understand.
Thanks you for taking the time to read my thoughts about participating in the
CCO/CAC process with Advanced Health.
Sincerely,

-2-

and this helps me share with others especially
those with IDD.
I look forward to being on this advisory and helping
my community improve health services to all
members. I am especially interested in helping
foster families as there is a great need in my
county. I want all OHP members to have the
opportunity to live a healthy life and learn more
about nutrition & exercise.
I had a health need and didn’t know about who
All Care was or how to get help with my concerns, I
ask to change to Advanced Health because
another member explained to me about some of
their services. I found I could get help with weight
management to become healthier. I met Jessie
from Advanced Health and he guided me through
some new ways to exercise and also invited me to
come to visit the Advisory. Laura was very
welcoming and made me feel my opinions were
important. Jessie helped me attend and since
Bonnie started, I have become even more
comfortable with the whole group. I contribute
and keep all my materials so I can share with
others. I have told other OHP individuals about
how I have got help, encouraged them to go
walking with me to get healthy and listened to their
concerns. I have recently invited a young woman
19 who works with me to attend with me so she
can learn about helping and having a voice.
I hope to contribute more to my community
because of my experience with the Advisory and
the New Improvement Plan. I have met the lead
person at our foster care unit and personally made
a donation to foster parents and children at
Holiday time and have made another contribution
of some materials for summer camp. If possible I
will be helping with activities during camp and at
Christmas. I feel good that I can give something to
help these valuable parents and the children they
help.
Thank you for letting me share with you how your
services for healthy living are important in my life.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Lortscher
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94341 3rd Street Gold Beach, OR 97444 ∙ 541-247-3452 ∙ currypubliclibrary.org

April 30, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to support Advanced Health’s application for a coordinated care organization contract to
serve Coos and Curry counties.
As a library director and someone concerned about the overall well-being of our community, I have had
the opportunity to interact with Advanced Health in many different capacities. As a member of the
Southwest Coast Regional Early Learning Hub steering team, I have worked with Advanced Health staff
on advanced health and well-being for children and families. In my capacity as library director, I have
provided space for Advanced Health programming, I have engaged in ongoing conversations about how
the library programs can be supported by and help support Advanced Health, and I have taken advantage
of trainings provided by Advanced Health. As a citizen, I am extremely concerned about the ongoing
health needs in Curry County, and I am impressed with Advanced Health’s community-based approach
to evaluating, understanding, and finding solutions to these problems. I and my organization are
absolutely committed to working arm-in-arm with Advanced Health and other community stakeholders
to attain the objectives of the 2019 Community Health Improvement Plan.
Please renew Advanced Health’s contract so we can all move our communities health forward.
Cordially,

Jeremy Skinner
Library Director
jeremy@cplib.net
541-247-3452

May 1, 2019
To Whom It May Concern:
Every Child Oregon1, which exists to engage the community with Oregon’s foster system through
tangible supports, volunteerism, and foster family recruitment, partnered with Advanced Health
beginning in 2018 to improve outcomes for our most vulnerable Oregonians: children in foster care.
Every Child Oregon is a federation model, and local affiliate organizations of Every Child raise 100
percent of their operational funding each year.
Advanced Health initially partnered with Every Child in Coos County to provide the financial foundation
for the Every Child affiliate organization in Coos to blossom and develop creative interventions in the
community with the goal of increasing certified foster families in the community.
Without a doubt, Advanced Health’s generosity provided a spark to grow the Every Child efforts in Coos
County that will provide a runway for leadership for the effort to strengthen while inviting the
community to jump in with whatever they have to offer. Since beginning the partnership two months
ago, Every Child has already received three new foster family inquiries that will begin the process with
DHS Child Welfare, formed a Steering Committee, and seen the community raise up to provide
hospitality for DHS staff and to meet tangible needs for kids in foster care. Advanced Health’s
commitment to holistic care for children in foster care created strong energy within the community
itself to respond to need in their neighborhood.
Advanced Health’s investment has infused energy into Every Child’s four areas of focus in Coos:
• Counter-narrative: Every day, new stories shared via social media offer a counter-narrative to
what’s often found in the media.
• Hospitality: Relationship is the foundation of healthy neighborhoods. Community members
offer hospitality to children in foster care, to foster families, to birth families, and regularly to
DHS staff.
• Volunteer On-ramps: As individuals and organizations ask what they can bring to the table,
Every Child offers ways for individuals and families to engage by meeting tangible needs,
volunteering, or foster parenting.
• Foster Family Recruitment and Support: The number of families stepping forward for foster
care via Every Child’s recruitment efforts are unprecedented. To date, more than 541 certified
foster families have come forward through Every Child across Oregon.
We’re honored to partner with Advanced Health and grateful for the way they lead in Oregon. If there
are any questions that we can answer, I can be reached at brooke.gray@portlandleadership.org or (503)
488-0145.
Gratefully,

Brooke Gray
Executive Director of Government Partnership
Portland Leadership Foundation
1

Every Child Oregon is an initiative of Portland Leadership Foundation.

| Every Child Oregon | An Initiative of Portland Leadership Foundation | www.everychildoregon.org | info@everychildoregon.org |

Coos Bay ~ Coquille ~ Gold Beach ~ Bandon ~ Myrtle Point

April 26, 2018

Oregon Health Authority
CCO Application Review
Re: Advanced Health

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my sincere and enthusiastic support for Advanced Health’s CCO 2.0 application.
The physicians and staff at North Bend Medical Center have contributed innumerable hours
participating with Advanced Health’s many worthy endeavors, including its Consumer Advisory Council
in the unbiased development of its Community Health Assessment and the deliberate and thoughtful
Community Health Improvement Plan (2019) that followed. I believe that the Community Health
Improvement Plan has established a clear road map for improving the health of our entire community.
While I remain committed to working with Advanced Health and its exemplary local network, I must
express concern about the degree to which the CCO 2.0 development process fails to emphasize or
enforce the original legislative intent that CCOs be community-based and locally-governed. I’ve seen
firsthand the benefits of working with a local organization comprised of individuals committed to living
and working in the community they serve. Conversely, I see the daily struggle of working with a CCO
that’s based outside of our geographically isolated region that is not engaged and not aware of our
community’s needs; instead diverting precious social and financial resources to their home markets. I
worry the continued presence of two CCOs in our community will undermine the new Community
Health Improvement Plan that represents hundreds of hours of volunteer effort.
This letter of support is much more than a simple document. The entirety of North Bend Medical Center
is committed to working closely with Advanced Health and other community partners to attain the
objectives of the 2019 Community Health Improvement Plan. Our physician leaders, administrative
personnel, and clinical staff who work so closely with our friends and neighbors are eager to shape the
future of local health care.
Sincerely,

Jon Winders
Chief Financial Officer/Chief Operations Officer

North Bend Medical Center
1900 Woodland Drive, Coos Bay, Oregon 97420
541-267-5151 www.nbmchealth.com

OSU Extension Service ‐ Curry
Oregon State University
29390 Ellensburg Avenue
Gold Beach, OR 97444
P 541‐247‐6672
oregonstate.edu

5/7/2019
To Whom It May Concern:
Over the past year, I have had the pleasure of working with Advanced Health and the Community
Advisory Council to develop a Community Health Improvement Plan that not only addresses our unique
community needs, but that is inclusive and broadly accessible. The Advanced Health leadership team has
been thoughtful in their approach to convening community stakeholders and shows a genuine interest in
improving the lives of members in the county. They truly have the best interest of our community
members’ health and well‐being at the forefront.
Additionally, I have felt that my input was valued and have benefitted from partnerships forged through
attending meetings.
I am encouraged by the work that has taken place and am excited to move forward with the CHIP. It is my
intention to continue along the path set forward and to align my work goals with those of the CHIP. I urge
you to move their application forward so that collectively these goals may succeed.
Kind Regards,
Margie
Margie House
Outreach Program Coordinator
Oregon State University
Extension Service – Curry County
4‐H Youth Development and Family & Community Health

April 23, 2019

Tracie Skinner
South Coast Family Harbor
250 Hull St.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
To whom it may concern,
I write on behalf of South Coast Family in support of Advanced Health. Advanced
Health has made a major impact on the health disparities in our local community.
Through this letter, we acknowledge specific roles and responsibilities of
Advanced Health. It has been a pleasure to have worked with Advanced Health
and the Community Advisory Council to develop forward-looking health
improvement strategies through the Community Health Improvement Plan. In
specific, I am committed to working with Advanced Health and other community
stakeholders in working to attain objectives related to the overall health needs of
our community.
It has been my professional pleasure to work with Advanced Health and the
Community Advisory Council to identify unaddressed health care needs in our
community, and to develop responsive strategies through our Community Health
Improvement Plan. Throughout this process, I found that my input was valued and
taken seriously. I particularly appreciated the thoughtful and compassionate
leadership that Advanced Health provided to the Community Advisory Council, and
the inclusive skills of CHA and CHIP facilitators. Consider me engaged! I am anxious
and ready to roll-up my sleeves and work toward the attainment of the CHIP’s
objectives.

We look forward to working with you in eliminating health disparities in our
community and achieving health equity.

Sincerely,

Tracie Skinner
Executive Director
South Coast Family Harbor

PO Box 1288 / 186 N 8th Street
Coos Bay, OR 97420
(541) 267-5202
info@unitedwayswo.org

May 6, 2019
Oregon Health Authority
500 Summer Street, NE, E-20
Salem, OR 97301-1097
Re: Letter of Support for Advanced Health CCO 2.0 Application
To Whom It May Concern:
Earlier this year I joined United Way of Southwestern Oregon as their new Executive Director. In this
role, I have started to work closely with Advanced Health on various community initiatives. I have been
very pleased to witness their true commitment to improving the health and well-being of individuals in
our Coos and Curry County communities.
I am particularly impressed with Advanced Health’s coordination of the Consumer Advisory Councils in
Coos and Curry Counties. These meetings not only provide a structured forum for the CAC membership,
they also draw a large audience of community participants and offer a broad array of informational
sessions, ranging from health and well-being programs offered, to key challenges faced in our local
communities – in many cases, information that would not be available through any other forum.
In leading these sessions, Advanced Health staff have shown compassion, empathy, and a passion for
inclusive community engagement in resolving some of our tougher local challenges. I have also
participated in recent 2019 Community Health Improvement Plan workgroups where I have seen these
same characteristics expressed by Advanced Health staff and CHIP leadership.
Finally, I am extremely grateful for Advanced Health’s support of United Way of Southwestern Oregon,
both financially through recent capacity-building awards and contract funding toward our housing
efforts in Coos and Curry Counties, as well as in-kind through donations of office space, IT assistance,
and general support for United Way as we fight for the health, education, and financial stability of all
residents of Coos and Curry Counties.
In closing, my brief exposure to Advanced Health over the past few months has made it quite evident
that their thoughtful, responsive approach will result in significant improvements in the health of
individuals and our entire community, and I look forward to continuing to work alongside Advanced
Health in the months and years to come.
Sincerely,

Jen Shafer
Executive Director

Wednesday May 1st, 2019
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing in support of Advanced Health for the 2020-2024 coordinated care organization
contract with the Oregon Health Authority for Coos and Curry Counties. As the Chief Operating
Officer of Youth ERA, a national nonprofit specializing in peer-delivered services for transitional
age youth 14 - 25, my experience working with Advanced Health has been outstanding. We
work with Advanced Health in Coos County through their funding of two full-time positions at our
drop-in center in North Bend as well as a full-time Youth Peer Support Specialist serving the
LGBTQ and EASA communities.
We have found Advanced Health’s commitment to serving transitional aged youth to be
admirable. Through contracting with Youth ERA, the community has access to peer services for
youth in Coos County. Due to Advanced Health’s work, youth have been able to access services
through our Drop-In Center, community-based peer services, leadership training, suicide
prevention activities, health literacy, support groups, and suicide response. Advanced Health’s
forward thinking has been essential to increasing engagement and participation in programs
that benefit not just youth and their families, but entire communities.
We believe collaboration and community engagement to be the keys to developing successful,
forward-thinking programs and we have been delighted that Advanced Health shares this
philosophy. They stand out as an example of how to bring community partners together and
encourage thoughtful collaboration. We have consistently been impressed with Advanced
Health’s ability to bring together community leaders and members through our partnership with
them in South Coast Together and trauma-informed training to not just professionals, but
community members as well. This work is leading toward transformation at every level in their
communities.
We strongly believe that the youth we serve at our Drops and the entire community will continue
to thrive in partnership with Advanced Health. It is for these reasons that Youth ERA strongly
recommends the support of Advanced Health’s application to serve Coos and Curry Counties.
Sincerely,
Jammie Gardner
COO
Youth ERA

