
MEMO 

To: Oregon Health Policy Board 

From: Oregon Health Authority Executive Staff 

Date: December 14, 2010 

 

 

Action item: Accept the attached final report from the Workforce Committee. 

 

About the report: The Healthcare Workforce Committee was charged with coordinating state 

efforts to recruit and educate health care professionals and retain a quality workforce to meet 

demand created by expansions in health insurance coverage, system transformation, and 

Oregon’s increasingly diverse population. The attached report contains the Committee’s 2010 

recommendations in response to this charge. 

 

Summary of Committee recommendations: The Committee recommends five actions that can 

be accomplished in the short-term:  

� Revitalization of the Oregon’s primary care practitioner loan repayment program, to 

encourage health professionals to choose primary care and practice in rural or 

underserved locations; 

� Standardization of prerequisites for clinical training (e.g. background checks, TB tests, 

HIPAA training, etc.) via a student “passport;” 

� Revision of policies (e.g. “adverse impact”) that prevent educational institutions from 

responding promptly to industry demand and health care professional training needs; 

� Maintaining resources for health professions education in the context of budget 

shortfalls; and 

� Expanding scope of Oregon’s Healthcare Workforce Database to improve the quality of 

workforce data.  

The Committee also outlines seven longer-term strategies, although several have first steps 

that can be taken now.  Notable among these is a recommendation to adopt payment systems 

that encourage the broadest and most efficient use of the health care workforce.   

 

New items since presentation of draft recommendations: Minor edits have been made to the 

Committee report since presentation of a draft version in November but no new items have 

been added. A summary of public input received on the Committee’s draft recommendations 

and staff responses is attached as a separate document.  


