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Today’s Agenda

• AOP Overview

• Choosing the right form

• Checking the AOP form for accuracy 
&  submitting it to the state

• Paternity Establishment Percentage
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Acknowledgment of Paternity Overview
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ORS 432.093
Availability of voluntary acknowledgment of paternity form; 
responsibility of health care facility and parents. Any health care 
facility as defined in ORS 442.015 shall make available to the 
biological parents of any child born live or expected to be born in the 
health care facility, a voluntary acknowledgment of paternity form 
when the facility has reason to believe that the mother of the child is 
unmarried. The responsibility of the health care facility is limited to 
providing the form and submitting the form with the report of live 
birth to the State Registrar of the Center for Health Statistics. The 
biological parents are responsible for ensuring that the form is 
accurately completed.
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Responsibil it ies: Health Care Facilit ies and Parents
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Father ’s Information

IMPORTANT: 
This is a legal document, once filed it 
is part of the permanent birth record 

• Legal Form

• Father writes in 
his information 
and signs off 
that it is correct
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Why are AOP’s important?

• Benefits

• Taxes

• Travel

• Insurance
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Marital Status: On the Worksheet and in OVERS
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Marital Status: On the Worksheet and in OVERS
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Best Practices 
• Determine if the AOP form should be offered

• Provide the correct form. Print from OVERS.

• Ensure parents have heard the Rights and 
Responsibilities before completing the form

• Check the form for accuracy and 
completeness

• Submit the form to the state
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When to complete the AOP form-Mom is not married

ORS 432.088(9)(b):

 If the mother is not married at the time of either 
conception or live birth, or within 300 days 
before the live birth, the name of the parent shall 
not be entered on the report of live birth unless a 
voluntary acknowledgment of paternity form or 
other form prescribed under ORS 432.098 is:

(A) Signed by the mother and the person to be 
named as the parent; and

(B) Filed with the state registrar
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Unusual situations

• Surrogacy-Bio dad can be added, 
but may slow the process

• No ID is required to complete the 
Hospital AOP form.

• Unmarried same sex partners 
cannot complete an AOP.
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Choosing the right form

Form 45-31 
vs. form 45-21.
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Use AOP 45-31 Hospital or Birthing Center

Use AOP 45-31
• Mother is still a patient at the 

facility

• WITHIN 5 days after the date of 
birth

• Must be signed and dated IN 
FRONT of birth facility witness
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…OR

• Send parents home with the  Affidavit 
45-21 if the parents leave without 
signing the hospital form

• Must be signed before a notary
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Before parents leave, make sure

• The child’s name matches what is on 
the birth record

• The mother and father/second parents’ 
names match the names on the birth 
record

• The date signed and date witnessed 
match

•  Names and dates associated with 
signatures must be handwritten ONLY
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Also make sure

• Minor alterations only, and 
must be initialed by the person 
making the change

•  All fields on the form must be 
completed

•  Include OVERS Case ID
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Submitting the AOP form to the State

• The form should be submitted 
as soon as possible – do not 
hold to mail in batches

• Order and use white prepaid 
envelopes

• The form must be mailed by 
the facility and postmarked 
within 14 days of the child’s 
date of birth
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What happens if paternity forms are late?

• Delay birth certificate 
registration

• Father’s name will be 
removed from the original birth 
certificate

• Parents now responsible for 
amendment fees
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Common reasons for rejection of AOP’s

• When parents’ / witness 
signatures are not dated

• When parents’ / witness 
signatures are missing

• There are cross-outs and 
alterations that are not 
initialed
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Would you approve or reject this AOP?



2121

Would you approve or reject this AOP?
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Would you approve or reject this AOP?
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What happens if the AOP is rejected?

• We register the record without the father.

• We send out a rejection letter and an AOP 
Affidavit.

• Parents have 30 days to fill out the form 
and have it notarized.  We will process it at 
no fee if received by deadline.

• After the 30 days the parents are 
responsible for paying the amendment fee.
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Common barriers and suggested solutions

Barriers Suggested Solutions
Father/Parent couldn’t get to facility in time to sign 
AOP before the Mother was discharged.

Provide 45-21 Affidavit Form, notarized signatures will 
be required.

Mother is married, but not to the biological Father. AOPs are for mothers who are NOT MARRIED at all. 

A parent wants to withdraw paternity. Either parent may obtain and have notarized a 
“Rescind of Paternity” form.

Child is being transferred to a different facility. If the child and mother are still under the 5-day period 
to have the form signed, they can sign at the second 
facility.

I am with a parent and I have a question. Email Amendments at 
CHS.Amendments@oha.oregon.gov or call 971-673-
1147 and they will assist you. 

mailto:CHS.Amendments@oha.oregon.gov
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Paternity Establishment Percentage Update

• Number of paternities established in current 
year/unmarried births in the previous year

• State is required to meet 90%

• Facility AOP Goal of 80%

• Federal performance measure
• Division of Child Support and DHS-TANF 

program get federal funds if attain 90% or more
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Paternity Establishment Percentage Update

• Paternity established at the hospital with the 
45-31 form is the most important part of the 
PEP.

• Oct 2023-Sept 2024 PEP was 90.99%.

• Your work getting AOPs completed is really 
important!
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What you do is important

• MICHEAL  vs 
MICHAEL

• Smith Jones 
  vs Smith-Jones
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What you do is important
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What you do is important
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Resources

Vital Records Website http://HealthOregon.org/CHS 
click on Birth Information Specialists in the For Our 
Partners column.

Paternity Forms and Instructions on the BIS page

Order form for Paternity Brochures: 
https://bit.ly/Form45-43b

Division of Child Support webpage:
https://bit.ly/2LuU3rV

http://healthoregon.org/CHS
https://bit.ly/Form45-43b
https://bit.ly/2LuU3rV
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Kathy Ellis 
Vital Records Trainer
Kathy.Ellis@oha.oregon.gov
503-943-0405

Partner Services
CHS.PartnerServices@oha.oregon.gov

Amendments
CHS.Amendments@oha.oregon.gov
971-673-1147

mailto:Kathy.Ellis@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:CHS.PartnerServices@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:CHS.Amendments@oha.oregon.gov


Thank you
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This document can be provided upon request in an alternate format for individuals 
with disabilities or in a language other than English for people with limited English 
skills. To request this publication in another format or language, contact 971-673-
1190 (voice) or 711 (TTY), or fax 971-673-1203.
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