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                           Personal items that can be amended by an affidavit from a licensed funeral 
director for the facility submitting the record 

                                    Medical items that can be amended by an affidavit from the medical certifier        
listed on the record 

Items that cannot be amended 

Location of death can be amended by either the funeral director or the medical certifier listed 
on the record. 

Marital Status & Spouse Name, Informant, Funeral Home – The following items are timing 
dependent: changing the funeral home to a different facility, changing the informant from one 
person to another, changing the marital status, and changing the spouse's name. These 
changes can only be made if a legally sufficient affidavit from the funeral director 
accompanies the death record when it is delivered to the county for initial filing; otherwise, 
only minor spelling errors should be corrected. For example, informant’s first name “Stuart” to 
“Stewart” would be allowed but adding a spouse’s middle name that is blank would not. Refer 
all other requests for changes to these items to the state office for review to ensure the rules 
are being followed.  

Footnotes (45 & 69) 

All changes to an original record must be documented with a footnote. If you do not have a typewriter or 
do not have room to type the footnote in the correct footnote box, send the original record and affidavit 
to the state. Do not issue from the uncorrected record and do not change the record without adding a 
footnote. Wait for the record to be registered by the state, then issue the corrected record electronically. 
Footnotes must be specific enough for someone to tell exactly what was changed without seeing the 
affidavit – for example “Last Name formerly Jones” is not specific enough because several last names 
appear on a death record. 

Examples: 
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