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How We Communicate

• Question and Answer 

Session between 

segments (phones will be 

unmuted)

• Type your questions in the 

Q & A chat box; we can 

either respond to 

questions individually or 

address to the whole 

group
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Engagement

• Please remember to 

mute your phones!

• There will be time for questions throughout the 

presentation.

• Feel free to speak up. Your questions and thoughts 

matter to us!
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Today’s Agenda

• The Statistics Unit

• Role of Vital Records in Health Statistics

• What the Statistics Unit Does

• Uses of Vital Statistics 

• Confidentiality

• Open time for questions

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Center for Health Statistics

5



Center for Health Statistics
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Who is the Statistics Unit?

• Responsible for the analysis of the data

• Smallest unit within CHS

• Reviews, maintains, protects, and publishes vital record data

• Two teams with two members each:

» Natality

• Birth, abortion, unions & disunions

• Carolyn Hogg & Jeon Small 

» Mortality

• Death, fetal death, and infant death

• Craig New & New Position
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The VITAL Role You Play in Records

According to OAR  333-011, County Registrar duties include : 
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• Registration of death records

• Acknowledgment of paternity forms

• Confidentiality of records

• Issuance of certified copies for birth and death 

records

• Physical security of documents



The Role of Vital Records in 

Health Statistics
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Dual Purpose of Vital Records
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• Primary source of population 

health data

- Birth rates and outcomes

- Prenatal care utilization

- Leading causes of death

- Life expectancy estimates

• Legal record of a vital event

- Birth records establish 

identity and paternity

- Death records settle 

matters of estate

- Mandated by ORS 432 & 

435.496

- Instructions from OAR  

333-011



Uses of Vital Statistics

• Analyze health trends

• Plan public health programs and interventions

• Develop policy

• Provide foundational information for many public health 

indicators

• Data sharing with National Center for Health Statistics 

(NCHS)
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Importance of Confidentiality
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• Federal regulations and state statutes exist to protect this data

– Personally Identifiable Information (PII)

– Protected Health Information (PHI)

• CHS must review all releases of vital records or their data



What the Statistics Unit Does
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Duties of the Statistics Unit

• Reviews records for data quality & consistency

– Registration 

– OVERS

– NCHS
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Duties of the Statistics Unit

• Summarize, analyze, and publish vital record data

– Births

– Deaths

– Fetal Deaths

– Infant Deaths

– Abortions

– Unions & Disunions
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Q & A Break



Uses of Vital Statistics
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Publicly Available Data and Reports:
Statistics Unit Publications
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• Main Statistics unit web page: http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats

• Year-to-date tables published quarterly

• Finalized data published in our annual report

• Data maps: http://bit.ly/data-maps

http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats
http://bit.ly/data-maps


• Main Statistics unit web page: http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats
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http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats
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• Finalized data published in our annual report
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• Finalized data published in our annual report
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• Main Statistics unit web page: http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats
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Requesting Data for Health Monitoring 

and Research
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State Law and Rules Governing the 

Release of Record-level Data

• OAR 333-011-0325(2): “Requests for personally identifiable 

information contained in vital records for health research 

purposes shall be submitted in writing to the state registrar.”

• All requests for data must go 

through the state vital records

office
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CHS Research Review Committee

• Staffed by the Statistics Unit and chaired by the State 

Registrar

• Reviews all data requests for legality, proper use, and 

protection of security and confidentiality

• County vital records offices are not authorized to release 

vital records data, aggregated or record-level
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Requesting Data from Center for Health 

Statistics

• Submit a data request at http://bit.ly/orvr-data-request

- This form is an easy-to-use electronic survey!

• County health departments may request data for free

• For others, $60/hour fee for custom data requests
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Other Resources
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OHA Resources

• OPHAT - Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool 

For statistics on vital events and population estimates

• Injury and Violence Prevention

For child fatality reviews, opioid death monitoring, suicides

• Maternal and Child Health Program

Prenatal care, birth outcomes…
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- Email OPHAT.Administration@state.or.us to sign up for an account

https://ophat.public.health.oregon.gov/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/INJURYFATALITYDATA/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/DATAREPORTS/pages/index.aspx
mailto:OPHAT.Administration@state.or.us


National Resources

• USALEEP

For national life expectancy data 

• Wonder - Center for Disease Control 

For national averages
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https://www.naphsis.org/usaleep
https://wonder.cdc.gov/
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Take-home Message

• Center for Health Statistics (CHS) is responsible for compiling, 

analyzing and disseminating the data from vital records.

• Remember, the use and sharing of vital records are protected under 

Oregon laws (ORS 432 & 435.496 & OAR  333-011).

• All requests for vital record information for use in health research 

must be submitted in writing to the state registrar.
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Jennifer Woodward

State Registrar

971-673-1185

Jennifer.A.Woodward@state.or.us

Marsha V Trump

OVERS/Statistics Manager

971-673-1191

Marsha.Trump@state.or.us

Judy Shioshi

Field Liaison

971-673-1166

Judy.Shioshi@state.or.us

Lindsey Zapata

OVERS Trainer

971-673-1197

Lindsey.M.Zapata@state.or.us
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Jeon Small

Research Analyst

971-673-1156

Jeon.Small@state.or.us

Carolyn Hogg

Research Analyst

971-673-1174

Carolyn.Hogg@state.or.us

Craig New

Research Analyst

971-673-1150

Craig.C.New@state.or.us

Contacts
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Thank you!
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