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Threats to Smokefree Air 

• Push to weaken smokefree laws to expand where 
marijuana smoking & vaping is allowed. 
• On-site use at retailers: Lounges, mixed use buildings 

• Social consumption spaces: Restaurants, bars, yoga, parks, events 

• Even strong smokefree laws are at risk 

• Marijuana industry’s growing money & influence 

• Challenges for tobacco control to engage on marijuana 

• Misinformation & lack of awareness: 
• Use & exposure 

• Smokefree protections are at risk 
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What’s At Stake in our Communities? 

• Secondhand marijuana smoke exposure is increasing 

• Smokefree protections may be rolled back 

• Smoking may be renormalized 

• Tobacco control supporters may be pro-marijuana 

• Exemptions create inequities in protection & exposure 

• Don’t want to create new class of workers exposed to SHS 

• If tobacco control doesn’t speak up, who will? 
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State & Local Examples 
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California 

• State law 

• Weaken smokefree protections: 

• Passed: temporary special events 

• Pending: consumption cafes/lounges  

• Berkeley 

• West Hollywood 



Source: la.eater.com 



Colorado 

• State law 

• Weaken smokefree protections  

• Passed: marijuana hospitality establishments 

• Denver 

Source: Thinkstock 



Michigan 

Weaknesses put public health at risk: 

• 2010 smokefree air law does NOT apply to marijuana 

• 2019 marijuana law does NOT reference smokefree law 

• Any business can apply for an adult use on-site 
consumption license: 

• Restaurant, bar, hotel, etc. 

• Municipalities can decide on  
on-site consumption licenses 

Source: Getty Images 



Illinois 

• 2019 marijuana law allows on-site consumption  
only at dispensaries & tobacco retailers 

• What did Illinois do right? 

1. Protect smokefree progress 

2. Educate the community 

3. Worker health remains  

the priority 

• Still needs to stay vigilant 
Source: thenorthstar.com 



Messaging 
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Our Fundamental Messages: 

Everyone has the right to breathe smokefree air. 

There is no safe level of exposure of secondhand smoke. 

All employees, residents, and visitors should be 
protected from exposure to secondhand smoke. 

We should not create a new class of workers who have  
to sacrifice their health for a paycheck. 
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People need safe, accessible places to use marijuana 

Creating new business opportunities for our economy 

No one is forced to work at, or visit, a marijuana retailer/lounge  

Trampling on our freedoms 

Business owners’ rights 

 

What You’ll Hear… 
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Suggested Responses to Opposition Arguments 
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Suggested Responses to Opposition Arguments 



• Prepare for attempts to roll back smokefree protections at  
state & local levels 

• Stand firm to preserve smokefree laws & protect public health  

• Educate public & policy makers about marijuana SHS & risks 

• Smokefree spaces should be free of all types of SHS 

• Indoor marijuana smoking & vaping should not be the default 

• Consider identifying outdoor use 
spaces away from public view 

Takeaways: 
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Thank you! 

Contact us for more information,  
materials & resources. 

510-841-3032 
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