
 Minutes for Outdoor Venues Workgroup Conference Call 
May 8th, 2014 
11:00 - 12:00 

 
 

 
Introductions & Welcome  
Carla, WaCo; Kris Renfro, Harney; Jim Becraft, Tillamook; Emily deHayr, Marion; Diana Dickey, 
Marion; Belinda, Hood River; Janet Jones, Umatilla; Kris Williams, Crook; Rebecca Pawlak, OHA; 
Stephen and Shannon, Coos; Tara Weston, OHA; Bobbie, Wheeler; Stephen Blakesly;   Erik 
Vistrand, Multnomah; Christi and Jennifer J., Lane; Kiersten Ingersoll, Clackamas; Jennifer Johnson, 
Yamhill;  

 
Bobbie from Wheeler County introduced herself.  She started in August 2013. Currently working on 
parks in Fossil smoke free. 
 

 
Oregon Parks & Recreation Conference Update 
Stephen B., will be having a class called “Impacting Health and Wellness through Smoke Free Parks” 
at the OPRA annual conference in September. Carla will be facilitator of panel/class.  Panel 
members—Tualatin Hills, Forest Grove, Stayton, Chehalem.  Kris, Carla and Emily will help with the 
presentation and develop a handout for the workshop.  July and August OV calls will discuss 
feedback on handout.  Also, asking for photos or signage from parks with policies for display at the 
presentation.  Stephen needs contact information for the panel presenters.   
 
 
 
Executive Order – Parks and State Prisons 
 
Rebecca Pawlak went over the attached handout regarding the State Tobacco Free Properties 
Executive Order, then discussed implementation for the Department of Corrections and Oregon State 
Parks and Recreation.  One thing she pointed out about the Executive Order is that the way it is 
worded, the public is not prohibited from using smokeless tobacco, on state properties, although state 
employees are.   
 

Q. Did each site offer information to help employees quit or was there a statewide effort? 
DHS was the first agency to go tobacco free in 2008.  They had a comprehensive quit 
campaign at that time. With exec order, the responsibility was on each agency.  Some had a 
quitting message, others took an enforcement approach.  Public Employee Benefits Board did 
some general messaging. 
  

Implementation:  Phase I and Phase II have been successful.  HPCDP did an assessment survey of 
Human Resources employees regarding how the agencies worked through the executive order, how 
it was communicated to employees, etc.  Results should be available soon on HPCDP. 

 
Prisons:   Will take effect on January 1, 2015.  Not requesting OHA assistance that has been offered 
at the agency level.  Might be helpful to offer help at the local level, but not sure yet how we can do 
that.   
So far, the understanding is the biggest challenge to DOC implementation has been labor issues, 
such as how/where employees can smoke, how/if they can leave a secure facility, etc.  DOC has 
already been doing some communication of the policy with visitors. 
 



Q. Is there a way to figure out if there are cessation resources available to non-benefitted 
employees?  If so, is there a way to get cessation information to them?   
DOC does have a wellness committee.  Rebecca will try again to get a better understanding 
of what the population looks like.   

 
Janet indicated there are a couple of prisons built with a tobacco free policy from the beginning, so 
there may be information to draw from.  She will also check with her contacts at OSCI.   
 
Discussion about health care costs for DOC employees. Report on ways to improve worksite 
wellness, tobacco issues, etc.   
OSCI in Umatilla County is getting ready to offer both employee and inmate Living Well classes. 
 
Parks: Some exceptions listed on the website, such as in vehicles, campsites and a few others.  
Implementation started right away, but will not be enforcing until 2015.  Will be enforceable by 
citation.  Will be doing some ranger training around enforcement.   
Stephen asked OPR to participate in the OPRA panel; they declined, but sent a piece on ranger 
training, but not willing to work with him otherwise.   
 
Rebecca will send wording of the final rules for the state parks.   
 
Link to FAQ page for state parks:  -http://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=v.page&id=51 
Ocean—hiking trails, parking lots, etc. but then they will open up the rules for other ocean areas this 
summer.   
 
 

Next Call on 6.12.14 from 11:00-12:00 
a. OPRC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=v.page&id=51

