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Oral health in Oregon: 
Children and adolescents
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/ORALHEALTH/Pages/Oral-Health-Publications.aspx
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Oral health in Oregon: 
Adults
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/ORALHEALTH/Pages/Oral-Health-Publications.aspx
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Oral health in Oregon: 
Workforce

117
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/ANALYTICS/Pages/Health-Care-Workforce-Reporting.aspx

Average annual percent change in 

direct patient care FTE, 2020-2024

“Occupations with an average annual 

growth that is not keeping pace with 

Oregon’s population growth of 0.36 

percent include…dentists and dental 

hygienists…”
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Oral health in Oregon: 
Infrastructure
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/ORALHEALTH/Pages/Oral-Health-Publications.aspx



119

Prioritizing oral health

• Special focus on oral health began during COVID-19 response

• Increased risk recognized

• Broadened outreach and intervention across the continuum of care

• Project Firstline: Collaborative effort to create and deploy IPC training to frontline 

HCP 

• Learning needs assessment aimed at understanding gaps in IPC training resulted in 4,824 

responses from Oregon HCP, nine of which were from oral health settings

• Results of outreach and engagement slowly but steadily ramping up  
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Why focus on oral health?

• Oral HCP at higher risk of communicable disease in 

the workplace than a general practitioner

• Many oral health procedures generate splashes, 

splatters, and aerosols

• Oral healthcare requires close proximity to the 

patient, their exhalations, and their mucous 

membranes

• Oral healthcare doesn’t always happen in a dental 

office! 
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Risk Opportunity
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If Saliva Were Red

https://www.myads.org/if-saliva-were-red 
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Why focus on oral health?

• Oral healthcare requires stringent IPC practices

• Dental IPC is specific to oral health care; general IPC 

practices from the medical setting do not always apply

• Oral HCP know the importance of excellent IPC practices

• Because of the risk to both HCP and patients, improving IPC 

practices can really “move the needle” and is a good 

investment of resources

• Routine IPC education is crucial

• Everyone plays a role in infection prevention and control!

• Practices change over time

122

Risk Opportunity
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https://www.oregonprojectfirstline.com/dental
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https://www.oregonprojectfirstline.com/dental 
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Training and education: 
OHA Project Firstline resources
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https://www.oregonprojectfirstline.com/dental
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Training and education:
Environmental cleaning and disinfection

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZhhyFdQ3GQ&list=PL7mua_4kMbMrwJBN3RvuzVCt2X9ccbnzD&index=4 
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Training and education:
2023 OSAP Annual Conference



141

Collaboration:
OHA Oral Health Program

• August 2025: Developed and recorded 

Infection Prevention and Control Clinical 

Training for Certified School Dental 

Sealant Programs (SDSPs)

• Virtual presentation required for all staff 

providing sealants as part of the SDSP

• Provided feedback on training video 

• 164 views since August 2025 launch 

141

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/preventionwellness/oralhealth/school/pages/schooldentalsealantprogram.aspx
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Collaboration:
PSU SHAC Dental Services

• Provides 1,350-1,400 general dentistry 

appointments to PSU students annually

• 2025: Delivered annual IPC training to 8 

staff during 90-minute in-person event 

(clinic manager, dentists, hygienist, 

assistant, administrative staff, students)

• 2026: Updated training content (e.g., new 

information and patient placement and 

screening, transmission-based precautions 

for patients needing emergent care, 

situational awareness); delivered in-person 
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Collaboration:
One Community Health

• Nonprofit, community, and federally 

qualified health center operating in 

Oregon and Washington

• Provide integrated health services to 

over 28,000 patients 

• 2026: Created and delivered in-person 

IPC training to staff from Hood River 

and The Dalles dental clinics

• Dentists, dental hygienists, dental 

assistants, and dental sterile techs

• 20-30 attendees expected 
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https://www.onecommunityhealth.org/our-story/
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Collaboration:
Multnomah County Oral Health Program

• Partnered with Multnomah County IPC focusing on 

oral health clinics in FQHCs

• HAI Program staff provided support to assess, 

guide, and standardize best practices for IPC in 

these oral health clinics

• Held multiple meetings and FQHC oral health clinic 

infection control assessment and response (ICAR) 

visits; shared PFL materials, training request portal

• Major topics included waterline management, 

operatory cleaning and disinfection, and instrument 

handling and processing practices
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https://healthcenter.multco.us/current-patients/our-services/dental
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Provider engagement: 
2026 Oregon Dental Conference

• Three-day event with an average ~2,500 dental 

professionals in attendance

• Tabled with OHA Oral Health Program to 

promote

• ICARs and IPC assessments

• Antibiotic resistance and stewardship materials and 

survey 

• IPC training resources 

• HAI Advisory Committee information

• >40 dental professionals signed up for more 

information which was emailed afterwards
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Provider engagement: 
Oregon Board of Dentistry 

• Shared Program offerings, including

• IPC trainings

• ICARs

• Antibiotic stewardship

• Contact information for the HAI Program

• June 2026: Presented to 30 members, staff, 

and visitors at the Oregon Board of Dentistry 

Board meeting 

• July 2026: Emailed to 9,076 OBD licensees 

resulting in spike in website hits, requests for 

trainings and ICARs
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Assessment and consultation

• The HAI Program provides non-regulatory 

consultations

• Assess IPC practices 

• Share tailored practice recommendations 

• Ad-hoc questions and concerns 

• Infection Control Assessment and Response (ICAR)

147
https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/index.html 
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Dental ICARs

• ICAR can be performed proactively or responsively, 

virtually or in-person

• Often part of a responsive epidemiologic investigation

• Can be provided along with IPC training and education 

• Eleven offered or performed by the HAI Program

• Cover all aspects of IPC, including use of PPE, hand 

hygiene, environmental cleaning and disinfection, and 

instrument reprocessing 
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Dental investigations

• Public health response to outbreaks/clusters, single infections, IPC breaches

• Six completed or attempted by the HAI Program

 

• All dental IPC breaches investigated related to instrument reprocessing

• Loads of instruments removed from sterilizer before cycle complete

• Employees failed to check indicators on pouch exteriors before opening and using instruments 

• Collaborative effort between HAI Program and dental facilities; many different 

voluntary strategies can be implemented on both sides 
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Capacity building

• Purpose:

• To ensure that individuals meet 

the minimum standard for 

knowledge-based competence 

in dental infection prevention 

and control for the clinician 

• Similar to the CIC but focused 

on oral health IPC 
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https://www.danb.org/exams/exam/cdipc-exam 
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Next steps 

• The HAI Program has an ongoing focus on oral health, including continued 

outreach to all types of oral healthcare settings across the state 

• FQHC engagement is a priority

• Building relationships and rapport with the oral health community to increase 

awareness of HAI Program services 

• Formalizing and updating ICAR processes to ensure thorough assessments 

and up-to-date recommendations that are specific to dental and oral health
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Thank you!

Roza Tammer, MPH, CIC, CDI, 

CDIPC (she/her)

Infection Control Epidemiologist

Roza.p.Tammer@OHA.Oregon.gov 

Cell: 971-346-0632
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