
ADULT SYPHILIS SURVEILLANCE STAGING WHEN PRIMARY OR SECONDARY SYPHILIS SIGNS/SYMPTOMS ARE PRESENT
(Not to be used as guidance for treatment)

START HERE:
Current* chancre?

Signs/symptoms  
clinically compatible 

with secondary syphilis 
such as: rash, mucous 
patches, condyloma 

lata, alopecia?

Signs/symptoms 
clinically compatible 

with secondary syphilis 
such as: rash, mucous 
patches, condyloma 

lata, alopecia?

yes

no

T. pallidum directly 
detected? (Darkfield 
microscopy OR PCR)

NOT a Primary or  
Secondary Syphilis case.

Refer to flowchart for  
Adult Syphilis Surveillance 

Staging When Primary  
or Secondary Signs/ 

Symptoms NOT Present

T. pallidum directly 
detected? (Darkfield 
microscopy OR PCR)

REPORT AS: 
Primary Syphilis† 

CASE STATUS: 
Confirmed

Reactive nontreponemal 
(VDRL or RPR) OR 

Reactive treponemal 
(e.g., TP-PA, EIA) 

test results?

yes

no

Reactive nontreponemal 
(VDRL or RPR) AND
Reactive treponemal  

(e.g., TP-PA, EIA) 
test results?

yes

no

NOT a case

NOT a case
yes

no
yes

no

*Current refers to the anchoring date of the original diagnosis, such as at time of original clinical diagnosis or positive screening test.
†Neurologic, ocular, and otic manifestations of syphilis can occur at any stage. After assigning syphilis stage, assess all cases for these clinical manifestations and report  
 separately as “No,” “Verified,” “Likely,” “Possible,” or “Unknown.” Late clinical manifestations of syphilis are reported separately as “No,” “Verified,” “Likely,” or “Unknown.”  
 For assistance with classification of these manifestations, please see clinical manifestations algorithms.

ACRONYMS: T. pallidum = Treponema pallidum; PCR = polymerase chain reaction; VDRL = Venereal Disease Research Laboratory; RPR = rapid plasma reagin;  
TP-PA = Treponema pallidum particle agglutination; EIA = enzyme immunoassay
RESOURCES: Syphilis case definitions; Syphilis treatment guidelines; Partner services

C
S328736-A

yes

no

REPORT AS: 
Secondary Syphilis† 

CASE STATUS: 
Confirmed

REPORT AS: 
Primary Syphilis† 

CASE STATUS: 
Probable

REPORT AS: 
Secondary Syphilis† 

CASE STATUS: 
Probable

yes

no
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https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/case-definitions/syphilis-2018/
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/syphilis.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/std/program/Partner-Services-Quickguide-01-16-2014.pdf


START HERE:
Primary or  

secondary syphilis 
signs/symptoms  

currently* present?

Refer to flowchart  
for Adult Syphilis 

Surveillance Staging 
When Primary or  

Secondary Syphilis 
Signs/Symptoms  

Are Present

*Current refers to the anchoring date of the original diagnosis, such as at time of original clinical diagnosis or positive screening test.
†Neurologic, ocular, and otic manifestations of syphilis can occur at any stage. After assigning syphilis stage, assess all cases for these clinical manifestations and report  
 separately as “No,” “Verified,” “Likely,” “Possible,” or “Unknown.” Late clinical manifestations of syphilis are reported separately as “No,” “Verified,” “Likely,” or “Unknown.”  
 For assistance with classification of these manifestations, please see clinical manifestations algorithms.

ACRONYMS: VDRL = Venereal Disease Research Laboratory; RPR = rapid plasma reagin; TP-PA = Treponema pallidum particle agglutination; EIA = enzyme immunoassay.
RESOURCES: Syphilis case definitions; Syphilis treatment guidelines; Partner services

C
S328736-A

yes

no

NOT a case

Documented  
prior history  
of syphilis  
diagnosis?

≥4-fold increase in  
nontreponemal test titer during 
the previous 12 months (and 

no evidence that increase was 
not sustained for >2 weeks)?

yes

no

Documented seroconversion 
OR ≥4-fold increase in  

nontreponemal test titer during 
the previous 12 months (and 

no evidence that increase was 
not sustained for >2 weeks)?

REPORT AS:  
Early Non-primary  

Non-secondary Syphilis†

CASE STATUS:  
Probable

yes

Documented seroconversion  
of a treponemal test during the  

last 12 months?

REPORT AS: 
Early Non-primary  

Non-secondary Syphilis†

CASE STATUS: 
Probable 

≥4-fold increase in nontreponemal test 
titer from the last nontreponemal test titer 
>12 months ago (and no evidence  

increase was not sustained for >2 weeks)?

NOT a new case

yes

Sexual exposure to partner 
with primary, secondary,  

or early non-primary  
non-secondary syphilis  

within previous 12 months?

no

Only sexual  
contact (sexual 
debut) occurred 

within the previous 
12 months?

History of signs/symptoms consistent 
with primary or secondary syphilis 
during the previous 12 months?

REPORT AS:  
Unknown Duration 

or Late Syphilis†

CASE STATUS:
Probable

yes

no

Reactive  
nontreponemal  
(VDRL or RPR)
AND Reactive  

treponemal  
(e.g., TP-PA, EIA) 

test results?

ADULT SYPHILIS SURVEILLANCE STAGING WHEN PRIMARY OR SECONDARY SIGNS/SYMPTOMS NOT PRESENT
(Not to be used as guidance for treatment)

yes

no

yes

Clinical signs/symptoms and  
laboratory results that meet the likely 

or verified criteria for neurologic, 
ocular, otic, and/or late clinical 

manifestations of syphilis?

no

no

yes

no

Updated 1/27/2022

no

yes

yes
no

no

yes

https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/case-definitions/syphilis-2018/
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/syphilis.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/std/program/Partner-Services-Quickguide-01-16-2014.pdf
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