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By Tyler Leeds
The Bulletin -
The Bend City Council

hearq apresentation ata

meeting Wednesday night
on the possibility of geney-
ating hydroelectricity from

within the city’s drinking
walfer system.,

Electricity would be
generated by relyingon ..,
pressure within the cify’s
drinking water pipes. in
a number of locations,
including on Awbrey and
Overturf buttes, the city re- -
lies on valves to artificially
decrease water pressare. By
replacing those valves with
hydroetectric equipment,
the city could reduce the
pressure while at the same
{ime generating power.
such a setup could generate
revenue for the city, either
through savings accrued by

using the electricity created -

or by selling it indo the grid.
_ City of Bend Senior Pol-
icy Analyst Gillian Ockner
told the council there are
three to four potential sites
where the city could pener-
ate electricity within exist-
ing pipes, including on Aw-
brey and Overturfhuttes, -
both on Bend'sjwest side,
Sed Cotncil / AG

councl
Comtinued from Al

A study in 2009 also iden-
rified the ‘possibility of gener-.
ming eleciricity from a pme’
thae diverls water from Sridge”
Creek, though the city backed

- off that plan as the replace-

mext of hat pipe resulied ina’

legal batrie with envirommen-| .

tal groups. ;
Jad Jorgensen of the Energy ’

Trust of Ovegon, a nonprofi

thot promoles clean Shergy,
sohmions, called  the  waten
flowing  through  pipes
wased resource” Jorgenseny
whe discussed some  fund
ing oplions for the city, alsd:
aoted such o project might ey
less contruversial than othe
ey hydroelceteic projecs thut,
involve  naiural  walerways

ar are initinted by irrigation

dstricrs That codld potencally

- have nn incontive 10 ke more

wiaier us o resulf

The city's interesl in hydro-
plectne power i heighlened
by an acule need for funding
ae the ity roud system is
tacing down $80 million in
deterred moinenanct, some-
shing Councilor Doug Kaight
nuied  hydroglectric revemie
cosld b used 10 address.

Councilor  Nathan  Bod-
die suid revenoe (rom such &
project wuuld also go o keep-

e R

ing rates down for those who'

drink city water, He also sug-
aisted some could go o a fund
for sustainability projects.

The cily would have 10
change its code o allow for
such a project. I also hws
& number of options for i
panchng, inchiding hirlng an
ouiside” gropp 6 install and
operale such equipinent, with
the city geling a cun ol the
CRVEnNLE.

& gubcommilies  of e
councii plans o discuss the
ides further.

“1p other busiuess, the coun
1 alst beard @ presentation
oh how the Bend Polwe e
parunent responds 1o people
camping in vehicles parked in
the street.

Police Chiel Jim Porter aGl-
ed sworn ofilcers do not re-
spond 1o sueh cails, bul ratwer
they are delegaled o the City's

. volugleer propram su ds ol

[0 izke manpowe away [rom
morg urgent issues, 1 2015,
there were 62 calls about
crusping and abandoned vehil-
cles on the road, pecording 10
the potice department.

Porer said a notice is plaved
on the car five to seven days
after & vall Seven days b
g, u volnnieer refirns o see
whether the vehicle s still
tnere, and seven days liter X 1S
towed.

-neighborhood:

“The council discussed
whether to speed up that time-
line, as the city’s code allows 2
vehicle to be towed five days
after a notice is attached. Only
three councilors ~— Kaight,
Vietor Chudowsky and Casey
Roats — supporled speeding
up the meling Councilor
Saily Russell said she would
fiave 1o think about the issue
further.

Boddie sald be was con-
cecned thal geiing tough o
those  camping i velicws
would equate w “malking it i
fegal w be poor and housing
nrsiable 1o Bend”

Boddie said the city should
wark more on  addressing
housiy and nol responding
to “peaple complaining aboul
what is unsightly.”

Knight said Domeowners
have the might "o be com-
cerned about the value of their
homes and (he safety of their

He sugpestsd the cily could
ook at allowing camping in

commercial or industrial ar-

sas but thal residentiad areas
stioud be protecied.

Mayor Jin Climos respond-
ed by saying the owners of
comimercial properties would
cornplain “within 10 mintites”
ifsuch a change weve made.

— Raporten 5415332160,
Heads@bendbulleii.con




West Linn, OR
{Clackamas Co.}
Woest Linn Tidings

{Cire. W. 2,730)

APR 2 1 208

Afler’s P.CB. Tst. 1888

Three years in, the LOT project remains controversial as ever
What if it was never approved?

By PATRICK MALEE
The Tidings

hat if?
‘What if the drilling

never started? What il

the streels were never
ripped up, the armiy of dump trucks
never arrived and constaid noise and
vibrations never romved through a
residentiat neiglibinrhood like rolling
mini-earthguakes?

What if?
“ o N ’ N E_ven oW,
They're - more thar three
H years after
§&VI"Hs West Linn ap-
guaranteed proved a $250
million water
SEII]I'(}(!% Uf freatment piant
W:'itEFbT NB,  replacement
it's ahitrary.  project pro-
posed by the
lt ﬂ'Wﬂ_‘,l'S has Take Oswego-
heen.” Tigard Waler
. Partnership
— Lamont King,
+  (LOT), the an-
HBobinwood resident swer b that
question de-

pends on who you ask -— and at times
simpiy leads to even more guestions.

What eanzniot be deried, however,
is that the project seat ripple effects
Iar beyond the confines of the Robin-
wood avea where the plani is located
—ug the hill to city hall and down
below to the Arch Bridge area ang
surrounding riverside properties,

Al its core, the LOT project pre-
posal was simple: to repair and re-
place an aging water plaat that had
been running in West Linn since the
1960, increasing ils capacity to pro-
vide a seismically secure water -
souree for both Lake Oswego and
Tigard whife afso supplying emer-
gency water to West Lina in times of
need.

Lake Oswego and ‘ligard first
formed a partnership in 2008, agree-
ing to share a water system and the
costs associaled with it. Previously,
Tigard had pwrchased its water from
the Gity of Portland,

SUBKIITEED PHOTO; 4AKE OSWEGO-TIGARD WASER PARTKERSUIP
Abave: The Lake Oswego=Tigard Water Partnerskip hegan In large part hecause Lake
Oswego's water treatment plant was near cagacity, putting its entire water aystem
at risk, Pletured here fs the completed Waluga Reservelr 2, which was hullt as part of

the project,

Tap: A key seliing polat for West Linn in approving the prefect was a $5 miltiion
payment te go taward construction of a new Bolton Rescevoli: Pictured here in a
Tidings file photo, the more than 100-year-old reservoir was cracked and bad been

slated for roplacement since the 1980s.

Yel some West Linn residents ar-
giied that ihe project was unneces-
sary aad did not provide a worthy
cormmunity benefit to offset such a
massive disruption for nelghbors. As
time passed, and weeks dragged into
months and years, the project came
to be seen as a flashpoing — 2 mo-
menl that chmiged West Ling forov-
er,

8o was it all worth i£? As construe-
tion slowly begins to ramp down —
fuit completion is expected in the
spring of 2617 — the Tidings spoke
wilh many of the players.who were -
most infimately involved with the
project; from resldents to city coun-
cilors, staff menbers and project
managers. .

Part 1 of this series focases on an
alternate reality: what would have
bappened if the project hadn’t been

approved at that fateful February
2013 meeting?

It wasw't a bad deal’

Lanzont King has spani most of his
tife in a Hebinwood home on Ken-
thorpe Way, directly across the street
froni the LOT plant.

In fact, he remembers when there
wasn'l a plant — ot haich of anything
—on the property. Before the water
plant was bhuili by Lake Oswego in
1967, the property was vacant land
nsed mere as a playground than any-
thing else.

“That's where {he local kids set up
liorse iralls — fhere were horses on

‘the street back in those days,” King
" said. “So [ used to ride horses across

the street and on the (rails over
there, [t was a big, cpen ares, fiva or

six acres, very rural.”

Af that point, the Robinwood area
was unincorporated Clackamas
County ané had yet to be annexed in-
o West Ling. There were far fewer
hoines in the neighborhood, maybe a
dozen aceording to King, but the
seeds of future discord were planted
when Lake Oswege first came knock-
ing with its water trea{ment plant
proposat.

“In 1967, 323 ne;ghhms glgued b pe—
tition to slop it, whilch vepresented a

bulk of th; L naut ofithe i
King sa‘l’dg1 My Tolks acﬁlﬂf"ﬁﬁﬂ
it.”

The project was eventually ap-
proved, however, and in the ensuing
decades residents learned to live
with their industrial neighbor.

"The existing plani (before recon-
struction) wasn't a bad neigh#or,”
King said. “I knew all of the plant: -
managers at various éimes.”

King remembers that duwing one
pariicalarly snwwy winter, he offered
his shoveled driveway for ptant work-
ers to park in. And wlhen he some-
thmes threw large parties, plant man-
agement offered space Lo King for
averflow parling,

He never used them, bul stil ap-
preciated the gesture,

“It wasna't a bad deal,” King said.
“Buit 3t went to this seale, Joa} Kom-
arek and that bunch got involved,
and it ruined it.”

"We felt we had been transparent®

By LOT Prefect Directar Joel Kom-
arel’s mensory, talk of expansion at -
{he water plant began as early as 15
Years ago.

fake Oswego was in the process of
installing lagoons at the plant, and
thas had to go through West Linn's

- formal and use approval process.

“We had a number of neighior-
hood meetings for that, project, 1 think
maybe a handful, and for the most
part people were accepting of it,” Ko-
marek safd. “The plant had been here
for so long and a lot of theln bought
houses when the plant wad heve or
liave lived here their entireflife and
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have grown up and raised famni-
Ties arourid the plaat.

“So Hell like I was very
aware of concerns and issues,
at least among West Linn
neighbors who cared to show
up*

Komarek remembers being
asked about futwre plans at the
site, and as pari of the land use
process Lalte Oswego agreed
to produce a master pian for
the sile.

“We had to produce a facil-
ties master plan, and we did,
and that was accepted by the
City,” Komarek said. “But we
also had to provide (hat plan to
the Robinwdod Neighborhood
Association, and it was ac-
knowledged in their neighbor-
hood plan. So we felt like at the
tire — and again, I'n going
back 15 years — we felt we had
been transparent, honest and
open with folis about what we
saw as the polential fuiure nse
of the site. And it was always
still going to be a water plant.”

Thus, to a Iarge extent Kom-
avek was said he was shocked
at. the pushback when plan-
ning began for the LOT plant
expansion about 22 years later.
The aging treatment phant,
which produced 16 mitlion gal-
lons a day, was nearing full en-

pacity and needed significant

seismic improvements.

In the early going, Lake
Osweggo evalnated alternative
options, Komarek said, but
none proved to be a belter op-
tion than rebwilding at the old
site.

*“We (id lock at alfernative
sites for a new water plant,”
Komarek said. “Che chailenge
is that ouz water rights are on
the Clackamas (River) and lo-
calions {or pther plants are
further away from the
Clackamas, so we've gob more
big pipe to build, longer dis-
tances to pump — there just
aren't a whole 1ot of places
around. “We looked al poten-
tial siles on the Gladstone side
of the river; we locked at po-
{ential sites on ihe Lake
Oswego side of the river, and
nene of them were particularly
appealing for a variely of rea-
s0ns.”

So what would Lake Oswego
have done il West Linn had de-
nied the project, and the deci-
slon was upheld upon appenl?

; “I suppose our options

= woutld have inclided eontins-
ing to run the plant here as
long as we can, kind of keep it
runping as best as we can, and
either buil a second plant
samewhere else or become a
wholesale eustomer of some
ather supplier like the City of
Portiand,” Komarek said. “Cr
do kind of what Tigard is {cus-
renily) doing, which is pru-
chase water from someone
else.”

But Komarek was clear:
Sticking with the cld plant
wauid have effectively ended
the parinership between Lake
Oswego nnd Tigard.

“Fventually it would not
have enousgh capacity to serve
Lake Oswego, let alone
"igard,? he said.

The view from West Linn
‘e contmen ¢uestion from-
‘West Linn residents — partle-
ularly those in the Robinwood
. area — was simple: “Why are
! we bearing the brunt of this?

What's in it for us?”

“[t might bave been a diifer-
ont stery if this plant had
served West Linn — that was
ane of their arguments,” Kom-
arek said. “¢They sald) Tt
doesn't henefit us all because
we're nol getting the water”
Well, you are, o1 an emergen-
cy basis when you asl for it.”

Indeed, West Linn cify offi-
cials saw hwo primary benefils
in approving the project: a new
intertie providing water to
West Linn during an emergen-
cy and a %5 million payment
that eventwally paié for the re-
placement of West Linn’s
100-year old Bolton Reservoir
— fhe city’s sole reservoir.

Had the project been denied,
that $5 million would have had
to come from eisewhere, and
the City likely wonld huve lost
its previous emergerncy water
source — thie Lake Oswego wa-
ler plant through a different
intertie agreement in place
slice 1984,

“Af one point Lake Oswego
representatives did provide
me with a drait of a lelier they
were preparing to send to the

- West Linn City Council, saying

thas their intention was to ter-
minate the previous agree-
ment,” former West Linn City
Manager Chyis Jordan said.
“They were planning on termi-
nating it on the basis that they

-couldn’t possibly fulfitl it. So

cerlainly assume thai they
woudd have taken that step if
the project hadn't heen ap-
proved, and then .
West Litut would @ ’
Aim1

Vel King insisls that the new
intertie is actually worse than
the previous agreement. Wliile
the new intertie is set to last
“in perpetuity,” King points to
a clause that stales West Ling
will receive up t¢ 4 million gal-
Zons a day “throwgh at least
2041 — a limit that was not
part of the previous agree-
ment. Fuzther, the new agree-
ment requires West Linn to
pay for water at Lake Oswegu's
rates if they ara higher than
West Linn’s — which has his-
{orically been the case,

“We logt the preferential
rates we had, and the whole
thing goes away in 2092,” King
said. “That is not an improve-
ment over what we already
had.”

Even beyend the minutiae,
IKing says the very idea of hav-

ing a “puaranteed” source of |

emergency watet is a fallacy.
“In the event of a 9.0 earth-
quake and our systemn goes
dowae, they are not obligated to
give us anything unless e
(1.0} city manager determines
they liave a surplus,” King
said. “They've saying, ‘guaran-
teed source of water' —no, it's
arbitrary. §t ahvays has been.”
The exact fanguage of the
intertie states that emergency
water use “may be accom-
plished by the inuiial consent
of (he Executive Officer of each
Pavly,” and that if all parties
agree to activate the intextie,
“the Party supplying water
shall endeaver te supply (he
amouat of water re-
quested by the other

have becn withaut a gﬂiﬂg 10  Party, and take all
consisient, reliable de"y reasonable actions
source of hackup wa- ) necessary to accom-
ter” snmgune 5 plish the same, 50
ngsll I];i:u:{?as muntcipahly long a? zufh_ acti?n]s
used ils backap wa- 5 are not defrimenta
ter source from the to DTDU]_dB to the operation of
LOT plant several them with thea supplying Pariy’s
times in {he last f!e- clean dl‘illkill own water syslem.”
eade, when its prima- 9 . The $5 million pay-
[y SOULCE WiS con- Wat&l‘. | tl'lll'lk ment for (he new
gm_mtigﬁg orneeded  that would he Ec;)!_ttau Reser;roil' r-;vas.
taintenznee. a re cut-and-
West Linn's primu- ?hdr;'{;drgl " (]1-; iu EIS?;;LMQ‘
ry source of water Is 1138 1o do. chuak of money West
{he Seath Fork Wa- — fore Grifigy, LAnn neededto fand a
ter Board, which is r nﬁfghbm,' failing reservoir that
based ir Oregon Cily. was nearly 10 years
Jordan said South ol

Fork may have been

ahle to provide emergency wa-
tes; but not at {he saine capact-
ty as Lake Oswego and “cer-
tainly rot on peak sunymer
days.”

The new interiie, which was
formally approved in Novem-
ber 2613, cannot be terminated
witheut “inutual written con-
sent by all parties” — lan-
guage that is notably stronger
thaxn the previous intertie,
witich did not specify that ail
parites must agree to lemsina-
tion.

Former Mayor John Kovaslh
and fermer City Counclior
Mike Jones — who were both
on councll duging the LOT
hearings — said the intertle
was vital for West Lion.

“fhe key issue in my mind
was the intertie,” Jones said.
“We can get water from that
intertie when it would not be
atherwise available.”

“§f wa did net have LOT, we
would not have a seismically
secure source of water,” Ko-
vash said, “There's chviously
beea an inereased amount of
coverage of “The Big Gne’ (a
stzable earthquake off the Ore-
gon coast), So our necd for
seismically secure water
would have increased, withaut
the Gnancial ability to obtain
seismicaliy secure water.”

Were it not for the
LOT projecl, ilie path toward
ebtaining those funds would
have been fur murkier, accord-
ing to Jordan.

“Bojton, that was a high pri-
ority in the water fund for a
long tine,” Jordan said. “The
way o fund it was going to be
going into deht, selling reve-
nue bonds, which would mean
an increase in water rates.
And i order to make that
hapgpen, there was going to
need to be a vote in the com-
ity hecause you can ealy
increasa by 5 percent (without
a vole).

“And the City did gofora
water rate measure in 2910
and it failed miserably.”

jndeed, Measure 3-864 —
which would have changed fhe
city's rate structure by lowes-
ing the hase rate bt charging
more for each additional unit
of water consined — was de-
{ested 65 percent to 35 percent
in November 2030.

An 18 percent water vate in-
crease was sei tobecna
Marech 2013 ballot, but the
‘West Linn City Council voted
unanimously to pull the mea-
sure at a Japuary 2013 meel-
ing, citing a desire to avoié
confusion in the midst of hear-
ings regarding LOT,

“What we were trying to

Titical fallout after the project

-503-636-1281 Exi. 106 or pmales@ A

take a look at then was only
foeusing on repairs, and main-
tenranece of the existing sys-
tem,” Jordan said. "I did not
include the Bolton Reservoir.”

The $5 miilion payment,
then, proved to be a key sell-
ing point for the City — an in-
jection of fands where previ-
ously there were pone.

Yet once again, [King imag-
ines a scenario in which fhe
project was denied, and the
funds for the reservoir stitl be-
came available.

“Tle alternative would have
Been, ‘0K, they're going to
move (the planst) because
we're not going Lo play ball
with them,"” Kiug said. “That
would have opened up room
for 35 or 37 residential houses
on ihat properiy. Hyou take
the average tax rate West Linn
would have-assessed enthuse
houses — because that land
would have been taxable then
— we wonld have come otit
ahead either way.

“We would have had {he re-
sources with that, without
needing a $5 million pay-
ment.”

The feng view

For the sake of her sanity,
Robinwood resident Lorie
Griffith wouid have liked it if
LOT never happened.

She wouldn’t have had (o
Live with the constant vibra-
tichs — the “roiling earth-
quakes” {hat sswung ler chan-
delier from the ceiling and ieft
2 noliceable crack in her fire-
place. She wouidn't have felt
the consiant séress that left
Ther with something akin to
post-iraumatic stress disorder
whenever the nojses began
once again.

Like King, Griffith lives di-
rectly adjucent te the EOT
site. The pain felt hy many
was ever more acite for her
and her husband, Tom. Yet,
despite it all, Griffith still be-
lieves it was a worihy project
— a sacrifice made by lier and
many others for the better-
mens of a larger comsmmity.

“I don’t like a 1ot of things,”
Griffith said during a rare qui-
et moment in her kitchen. “I
den’t like paying taxes, but I
still pay taxes. As a U.S. ¢iti-
zen, Thelicve everyone has a
right to a clean, reliable
source of drinking water.

“My parents fought in
World War 11, they sacrificed
for years (or a better world.
That's how [ seeit. ... Am1go-
ing to deny someone’s muici-
pality to provide them with
clean drinking water? [ think
that would be a dreadful thing
to de.”

it was in a similar vein that
eouncil members Kovash,
Jenes, Jody Carson and Jeni
‘Pan voled in favor of the proj-
ect back in 2013. The intertie
in particular, Jones sajd, yas
“go critical to West Linn's fu-
fure.” {

But the decision also proved
to be the spark of a petitical
sea change — and Jones knew
what it meant when he cast
his fateful “yes” vote.

“I knew,” Jones said, “that
when [ voted for the LOT proj-
eci, [ probabiy would ot be
re-elected.”

He was vight. :

Stay tuned for Part 2 of this
series, which examines the po-

was appraved.

Patrick Malee can be reached af

i,

westlinnfiing:
& -~
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Dave Anderson, director of The
Dalles Public Works Department, be-
lieves community members can help
boost the city's chances of oblaining
a stale grant to replace an aging

water line.

The ¢ity is currenily ranked 23
out of 37 applicants seeking funds
for infrastructure improveinents.

Anderson said the Dog River line
is more than 100 years old, made of
wood and leaking about 1 million
gaitons-of water a day in full flow

canditions,

He said the line runs about 3.5
miles and transfers about 54 percent
of the city's water supply from Dog
River fo the South Fork of Mii

Creek.

"This pipeline is deteriorating
and at risk of catastrophic failure,”

he said.

He is asking people to email Jon
Unger, grant program coordinator
for the Oregon Water Resources De-

nk

Conlinued from Page Al

The city's application
can be viewed on the water
resource department’s
website, oregonwrd.gov, by
following the Water Pro-
jeet Grants and Loans tab
to the summary of all ap-
plications link.

“Maybe, if we can get
some assistance, we can
pull off a miracle,” Ander-
son said af public involve-
menl.

For the past 2¢ years,
the city has been trying to
get all the pieces of the
puzzle in place to replace
the line, a project that will
cost about $8 million.

Andearson said the city

888 |

Ricarte

A city worker finds a leak under a 100-year-old wooden stave pipe used to

RS B R

transport 54 percent of The Dalles water supply from Dog River 1o the South

Fork of Mill Creek,

G

oniributed photo

partment at waterprojects@
wrd.state.orus and urge action on ranking is Friday, April
The Dalles project. Unger can also
be reached at 503-986-0869,

The deadline for comments on
2%, at 5 pan.

Sez RANK, Page Ad;'

has banked half of those
funds and is seeking the
remaining $4 milion from
the states, which has $14
million to grant or iloan
out.

“That would be a good
match for most grants,” he
told the city council Mon-
day

He said The Dalles pro-
ject mighl have received a
lower ranking than other
projects because state offt-
eials seemed to be looking
for a conservation piece in
application packets.

Although the city has no
formal plans to comserve
water as part of its pro-
ject, Anderson said it is
his opinion that stopping
unintended leakage fuifills
that requirement.

As a backup plan, he
sald the city is applying
for other grants and low-
interest loans.

If citizens in The Dalles
prevail and get §4 million
from the state, Anderson

said approval for replace-
ment of the Dog River line
with 24-inch, ciass 62 due-
tile "iron pipe could be
given by the TLS. Forest
Service this fall.

The city’s application
states that ductile iron has
been selected over other
potential materials due to
constructability issues, in-
cluding a narrow con-
struction corridor that
will require transport of
shorter pipe sections and
durability in freezing con-
ditions.

The new water line is
expected to have a service
life of 100 years and in-
crease capacity firom 8 mil-
Lion gallons per day to 17
million to meet future mu-
nicipal water demands.

Annually, the city sup-
plies about 1.2 billion gal-
lons of poiabie water to
the community for resi-
dential, commercial and
industrial uses,

Along with replacement

of the wooden line, the
city has agreed io install
an arch culvert on Brooks
Meadow Creelk crossing,
along with a fish screen
and passage systein.

Installation of the cul-
vert on an unimproved for-
est road will stop current
stream damage and in-
creased turbidity from
passing vehicles. '

For the past several
years, the city, which has a
special use permit fo run
the pipeline through feder-
al property, has been worlt-
ing with 1he Forest Service
on the environmental
analysis of the project.

Some logging will be re-
quired along the construc-
lion corridor and the city
wiil pay harvest costs,
with the revenue from tim-
ber to go to the Forest Ser-
vice.

The waier line replace-
ment project will involve
excavating a trench along
the route of the exisiing

line to bury new pipes,

Anderson said it may re-
quire two censtruction
seasons lo complete the
work since activity may be
resirvicted during spring
and early summet periods
to protect northern spot-
ted owl nesting periods.

The economic benefits
of ihe project will be ye-
tention of aileast 130 high-
er-wage iobs in the city at
existing industrial facili-
ties for which an uninter-
yupted water supply is
critical, wrete Anderson
in the application o the
state. He said replacement
af the line would also sup-
port development of an ad-
ditional 280 acres of indus-
trial property, creating 200-
500 jobs.

Fifteen prevailing-wage
jobs would be related di-
rectly to plpeline constric-
tion. Ty addition, the city
contends in its application
that lower-income resi-
dents will benefit from a

grant fund award because
that money will not have
to be sougit from ratepay-
ers. The application states
that the city’s residential
water rates are already 58
percent above state aver-
age and have increased by
over 100 percent in the last
16 years to cover infra-
structure upgrades, An-
derson lists the median
household income in The
Dalles at $44,465 compared
to a statewide average of
$60,251, with 15 percent of
households beiow the
poverty level.

Anderson said he was
meeting with Forest Ser-
vice officials this week for
a status update on the en-
vironmental analysis,
which was expected to be
completed by spring but
may row not be finished
by fall.

“The pablic comment
period just ended so there
could be some additicnal
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IT'S A LEGAL 155UE
Let’s talk about the real is-
sue of fluoridation. 1t is not a
heatth or denta) issue, its a
legalissue, 744-7
Today, # fluoride added to
the water; tomonow, it’s an-
other chemical to help another
d_emug'mphic of the popula-
tion, Sha.E we add fithium be-
cause il helps the epileptips?
How sbout adding iﬁsulllin o
help thediabetics? Where does
this slippery slape end?
'1AsIa water i1::=1slon1er of the
cHy, I pay 1o have clean, un-
adulterated water deli\;er:d
te my home. Do we really
want {o let the government
slart adulterating our water?
I:he city does not have the
right to start adding chemg-
cals to the water for health
tssucs. Let's leave our health
in the hands of our health
care prc]u]liessiona.ls, and not
use a public utitity to addres
health and denra?;‘ssue.s. :
Carol Perkins

Newport
[
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FIRST, DO NO HARM

Uve heard people say the
reason they favor fluorida-
tion is that they grow up with
it and have good teth, That’s
fine, but 1 knew many oth-
ers that grew up with non-
luoridated water and also
have good teeth, or who Evew
up with fueridated water
and have many cavities, Qur
personal experiences aren't
much help in making a deci-

sion on fluoridation. 744-7

You have 1o wonder why

the CDC still favors fuorida-
tion. They admit that fluovide’s
main effectiveness is topical,
not from  swallowing. And
their own data shows that kids
drinking fluoridated water in
the US, averaged little muore
than half a eavily less than kids
deinking nnfluoridated water.
Worldwide, World Heatth Or-
ganization data found that na«
tons with water fluoridation
had essentially the same cuvity
rates as those without it.

But even ifwater flucridation
was actually effective in cavity
prevention, I couldn't support
it. According to the leading
National Academy of Science’s
study, there are multiple health
tisks associated with ingested
ﬂ}:on'de, such as endocrine
disruption, Lypothyroidism,
flnorosis and interference with
brain fanctions, As a retired
medical doctor, ¥ saw first hand
how fluoridated water had a
negative effect on patients with
diabetes, thyroid issues and
kidney problems,

When you put it in the wa-
ter, there is no control what-
soever over how el peaple
are ingesting and how much
harm it can do,

Its unethical to put so
many peoples’ health at risk.
First do no harm, and please
vote no on fluoridation,

Oliver Pijoan
DOM (retired)

r s Qownth Bo. o1
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PLEASE VOTE NO ON
FLUQRIDATION

Rodney Crouteaus leiter
ot the National Academy of
Science’s landmark report,
Flueride in Drinking Water,
argued it only addressed “ex-
cessively high levels of fluo-
ride in drinking water® He
accused fluoridation oppo-
nenis of “misrepreseatation.”

Let’s sct the record straight
with just o few direct quotes
on harmful eftects from this
report. None were tied to
“excessively high levels” of
flacride. [n fact, the report
called for further research cn
ALL of these issues, hardly
an eadutsernent for Buoride’s
safety: -

“It is apparent that fluo-
rides have the ability to inter-
fere wilh the functions of the
brain.” “Fluoride is therefore
an endecrine disruptor” “The
chief endoerine effects of
fiuoride exposures ... include
decreased thyraid function.”

Then consider statements
from the NAS scientisis
themselves:

Dt. Joshn Doull: “The thy-
toid changes do waorry ine ...
what the commitiee found is
that we've gone with the sta-
tus quo regarding fluaride for
many years — for too long,
really”

Dr, Hardy Limeback: “.
the cvidence that fluoridation
is more harmful than benefi-
cial is now everwhelming ...”

Dr. Kathleen Thiessen: “.,
were dealing with uncon-
trotled and womonitored ex-
posures to an agent that is
known tehave adverse effects
or: humans ... I think you can
loak at raost chapters of this
report and say ‘whoa” {For
primary sources see www.
cleanaternewport.org.)

Mr, Crotean said the key
issue in toxicity is concentra-
tion. That’s less thar: haif the
story, He ignores the dose —
how much water you drink.
He also jgnores other major
sources of ingested fluoride,
stch as processed foods and
drinks, soups and pesticide
residues.

We won't ignore these
facts. We agree with the vast
majorily of countries, cities,
lLealth and medical organiza-
tions. Pulting fluoride, or any
drug, in drinking water is un-
justified.

- Please vote no or fluorida-
tion.

Dir. Susan Andersen, ND,

LAc
Newpnrt
Dy Nicole McCauley, D¢

r Depoe Bay
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FLUORIDATION I3
PROVEN, SAFE PUBLIC
HEALTH MEASURE

Mark ‘fwain omce re-
matked, “A lie can travel ha_lf'—
way atound the world while

the truth is still putting on
its shoes!” It is not surprising
that Clean Water Newport's
campaign is based on the pol-
ities of fear and deception, as
their campaign is being run
by one of the leaders of Clean
Water Portland and the Flue-
tide Action Network744-7
Nesvport enjoyed 43 years
of this proven, safe puhlic
health measure with the only
outcome of improved oral
health for all Newport citi-
zens, young and old. The lo-
cal, stale, and national medi-
cal, dentai, and public health
stakeholders understand that
one cannot have gond health
without good oral health.
These reputable organiza-
tions all recognize the public
health benefit of fluoridation.
For those wha wish to read
evidence-based auswers to all
of the false ailegations of the
opponents, please visit ihese
twe  websiles:  www.ilike-
myteeth.arg and wwiwv.ameri-
canfluoridationsociety.nrg
Voie yes on 21164,
Kurt Ferre, DDS
Treasurer, Anierican
Fluaridation Saciety
Portland
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! VOYE YE$ TO RES
i FLUORIDATJO':IJME
Some Newport voters have
been confissed about bencfits
of community water flno-
ridation. Go to wwwilike-
mytecthorg  744-7
Well-ineaning pecple have

been spreading fear about
ﬂ.zluridE‘. A naturally oceur-
Tng substance. Thoy shew
scary pictures of dark teeth,
but they don't say these teet)
are from areas with extreme.
ly high fiuoride in welf water.
Oh, and by the way, these
teeth pictured are actieally
from anather <ouniry as "se-
vera (luorosis is virtually non-
existent in the 7.5~

One Newport man has

been going house to house
claizning that Hluoride causes
aluminiim e acenmulate in
the brain and fowers Q. This
is total poppycock. As flus-
side has gained usage across
Aunerica, the average 1€ has
increased 3 percent per de-
cade. But, it would be siily
to conchude that it is luoride
that makes us smarter — or
dull.

The frequently cited Har-
vard Study neglects to men-
tion that the same vesearch-
ers discredited their awn
work because of "poar gual-
ity and serious methodologi-
cal flaws” Gh, and by the
way, the sludy was done in
Chinese cities pofluted with
heavy metals and arsenic.

Likewise, the Cochrane
Review recognizes the chal-
fenges of conducting ran-
domized controfled trials for
public heelth measures (like-
myteeth.org/thecochranere-
view).

Studies done by reputa-
biz health researchers have
shown fluoridation does not
cause disease: no rancer, no
brain damage, no heart dis-
ease, no thyroid problems
twnww.bfsweb.org/facts/ofef-
fects/siatementefliohtm),

Fluceidation helds up 1o
vigorous, peer reviewed sci-
eatific scrutiny. Vote yes to
resume fluoridation.

Cynthia Jacobi
Healthy Water Newport
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NEWPORT'S HALT OF
WATER FLUORIDATION

In my opinion, Newport’s
10-year history of stopping
fluoridation of its water is
similar in some ways to Flint,
Mich.s failare to protect resi-
dents from toxic lead in its
water,  TA4-7

In Flin, proper trcatment
proceduzes to eliminate lead
from the water, as required
by law, were not implement-

ed. In Newport, despite a
city eounei! resolution and
vote of residents, the addi-
tion of fluoride to water was
discontinued. i Flint, fluo-
ride didn't cavsz lead ta leach
from pipes. In Newport, the
water was safely fluoridated
for over 4% years, In Flint,
government employees failed
to implement proper wa-
ter treatment and reported
falsely. In Newport, city era-
playees decided on their ewn
to stop adding flucride to they
water, but gave the public
scant notice. In Kint, govern-
ment officials and employees
mislead residents. In New-
port, llusridation was deleted
frem the water plant budget
without city councit’s specific
aetion ar public notification,
In Flint, government offi-
cials claimed everything was
fine. In Newpnrt, city coun-
el or employees could have
restarted fluoridation at any
“ime but did not.

In I, the greatest health
tisk is for African-Americans.
In  Newport, low-income
famities are at highest risk. In
Flint, residents raised concern
abuut lead in their drinking
water. In Newport, residents
brought to the attention of the
ity that fluoridation had been
stopped. In Flint, outside
private interests claimed the
water was safe. In Newpart,
outside organizations and in-
dividuais fead opposition to
flsoridation,

In Flint, the state attorney
general has charged govern-
ment employees with crimes,
Will Newport residents fite
suit because of dental cavi-
tes, suffering and costs expe-
rienced after fluoridation was
stopped?

Not to belittle the Flint
crisis, hut Newport stop-
ping water fluoridation put
residents at increased zisk for
dental cavities, suffering and
expense. Like Flint residents,
Newport residenls need to
take back their government
by veting yes om 21-164 to Te-
sume fluaridatinn,

Bill Wiist

- Newport
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CLEAN, DRUG-FREE
WATER 1S WHAT'S
NEEDED

Iam a 2007 Newport High
School graduste now working
in the nutriticn: field in Port.
land. In 2013, Portland vob-
ers overwhelmingly defeated
Auoridation (61 pereent to 39
Percent} just as they have done
every singie time it has been
brought 10 a vate in the past,
despite major lobbying from
flueride producers, for the
same reasons that masl ather
countries in the world are not
statling to fhotidate or are
eliminating fluoridation;

* The flucrosilicic acid add-
ed 1o water supplies is the of-
{luent of phosphate fertilizer
factories. Thege companies,
instead of paying to dispose
of hazardous waste, are mak-
ing a profit a1 the public’s
expense. Fluoridatior would
Yaise water rates, and 90 per-

cent or more literal] gues
down the drain, 744-

* Even the pharmaceutical,
cleaned-up version (sodium
fiaoride) shontd not he ingest-
ed. Read the warniny lahel on
flusride toothpaste: “Keep out
of reach of children under g
years ofage. If more than used
for brushing is aceidertally
swallowed, get medical help
0F contact a Poison Control
Center immediately”

* Flucride use is meant to be
tapieal. Chifdren have access
to flugride toothpaste, dental
varnish that paints the entire
tooth surfice, dentat sealants
on chewing surfaces, mouth
rinses, gels, and supplements
{drops, tablets, kzenges),

* According te the cog,
acute effects of the inges-
tion of flucrosilicic acid are
burping sensation, abdomi.
nal cramps, vamiting, shock
or collapse. Citizens whe do
not want the toxic drug in
thelr water should be allowed
the choiee and should not be
foreed 16 pay for unwanted
chemicals " in their water
(www.cdc.guv,n'ninsh,fipcs-
Reng/nengl 233 himl),

Therefore, adding flugro-
silicic acid to drinking water
{o prevent tooth decay is an
outdated practice bused on
palitics, not science. When
I rome 1o my hometown, T
want to be able to drink water
that fs clean, drug-free, and
not harmful to my health,

Eric Johnsohn
Fortland

r— e L
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BETTER SAFE THAN
SORRY — NO ON
FLUORIDATION
Every since fluoridation
started in the 1950s, there
has been a fot of controversy
and centlicting scientific n-
formation on it. 74 .
My viewis that there are sig-
nificant scientific data finding
avariety of health risks. Sonte,
Iike fluorosis, ere indisput-
able. Some have very strong
evidence, like hypothyroid-
ism. Others haven't preven
conclusively a direet Link be-
tween fluoride and health is-
sues, such as diabeles, lower-
ing of 1Q and bone fractures,
but  many peer-reviewed
studies critical of finoride are
credible and the issaes raised
require further research.
Americans are exposed to
flunridated water, and the
government won't stop the
practice until mere harmfui
Thealth elfects have been prov-
en. Thisiswrong. Any cheini-
cal put in our municipal water
system for all ofus to consume
shauld be found beyond a rea-
sonabledoubttobesafe.
In scientific ierms, 1his
it called the precausionary
principle. In lay terms, there’s

A
a proverh that says essentially

the samne thing: Beller safe
than sorey.
Please vole no on Measure
21-164.
Matt Galle

_ Newport
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BETTER WAYS TG
PROTECT CHILDREN’S
TEETH

One argument used for
fluoridation is that it helps
poet kids who can’t get pro-
fessional dentat care. But just
look at the facts, Every low-
income child in Newport is
eligible for free dental eare,
which razy include cleaning,
sealants and varnish744-7

For kids ages 3 10 5, I¥ead
Stark provides it, So do New-
port public schoals. Finally,
childien are covered under
the Oregon Herlth Plan at
Advantage Dental, as are
low-iacome adults.

Alf of these provide families
a choice in taking advantage

of topical treatments that
have been proven far more
effective than pukting ffuori-
dation chemicals in the wa-
ter, forcing us to ingest them
whether we want to or not.
‘We have safe, effective and
cost-effective alternatives to
fluoridation in Newport. Let's
use them. Pleese vote no on
Measure 21-165.
Linda Grose
Seal Roek
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VOTE NO ON
FLUGRIDATION

The two main drivers of
fluoridation have been the
American  Dental  Associa-
tien and the oral health divi-
sion of CDC. But they never
talic about flucrosis, caused
by an excess of fluoride,
Mild fluorosis causes white
streaks or mottling on teeth,
which some find undesirable,
Maderate or severs levels are
Imore serious, causing yellow
or brown slains and often
structural demage to tooth
eramel, 7447

CDC’s own data (see www,
clnanwatemewport.nrg)
shows that since fluoridation
has spread, fluorosis rates
have nearly doubled. It now
afflicts €1 percent of 32-15
year olds in the U.S, More-
over, 3.6 percent is moderate
to severe.

K alse showed thaz Mexi-
can-American and African-
American children are af-
flicted at over twice the cates
83 Caucasian kids. Fluoresis
is one reason the LULAC,
ike nation’s oldest and larg-
est Latino crganization, has
come out strongiy against
fleoridaticn,

CDC and ADA know this
inforination, yet continue to
promote fluaridation. This
is blatandly unethical. Please
vote no on neasure 21-164.
Carele Feese
Sauth Beach
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VOTE NO ON MEASURE
21164

1 can't believe people who
think we all should drink the
Kool-Aid for the misinfor-
mation about the benefits of
fluoride for children, 744-7

When people like Ineka
Bstabrook (“Vote yes for flua-
ride,” April 15 letier to the ed-
itor) note the condition of her
fuster children’s rotten teetls,
as il it is the responsibifity of
all of us to drink, bathe in,
and wash clothes in fluoride-
treated water, I find it outra~
geous. Ms. Estabrook notes

that she hasn't seen one study

roving fluoride dangeraus.
!;‘here is s0 much credl!:ﬂc
information against adding
fluaride to public water and
farcing every inbabitant in
Newport lo drink the 1_(00]-
Ald, as well has pay a.hlgher
water bill, that 1 questien the
matives of the prup[one_nt.-:,
including  the profession-
als with "MD" behind their
nasies.
Vote no on Measute 21:-164-.
Avoid the poison and higher
ates.
e e Trish Odel
Newport

Newport, OR
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VOTE NO ON
FLUCRIDATION
The eleclion that started
fluoridation  in  Neowport
in 196¢ was 1,070 votes
for, 1,049 against. In other
words, 50.5 percent of the
voters who wanted fluorida-
tion teok away the choice of
the 49.5 percent of the voters
wha didnt want 5t. 744~
With all the documented
health risks of fluoride, es-
pecially in the last 20 years,
I wouid never recommend
that anyore ingest it. Bt for
people that want to, they can
easily get it. Bul they have no
right $e force thelr beliefs on
those of us who don’t want it.
In 1960, ciparettes had
no warning labels, DDT
was thought to be healthy
and lead in gasoline was the
norm. We learned our lesson
on all of them, but we've stil}
fighting fluoridation. 1 don_’l
think it’s right that 19605 sci-
ence centinues 1o detertnine
21st century health policy.
Please join us in voling no
on fluoridation.
Joanue and Fred Maithys
Nowpert




/thér testing _required for some Brookings properties

By Jayati Rdma rishnari/
Pilot staft waiter

The city of Brookings
hasg started requiring
annual testing for prop-
erties with backflow
preventers — devices
that keep nen-potable
water out of the city's
potabie water sysiem.

“We initially sur-
veyed properiies to
determine who had
potential backflow on
their property,” said
Public Works Director
LauraLee Snaok. “That
took a couple of years.
Then we realized we
weren’i geiting esting
data back. People didn’t

ment.”

The city has been
sending letters to
people with backflow
preventers on their
properties. The state
now requires these

devices be tesied every

year. The city requests
citizens to have the
tests conducied inde-
pendently, and either
mail or drop the results
off at city hall.

As of now, Snock
said, 72 letters have
been sent to known
property owners with
backflow preventers an
their property.

Bnoole also said the

the service, and that
citizens with backfiow
preventers are asked
to seek the service out
themseives.

“The city is not
staffed to provide that
service,” Snook said,
“The water department
provides a list of people
(in the area) licensed to
do that work.”

Richard Christensen,
the Public Worls su-
pervisor for the city of
Brookings, said custom-
ers have reported tests
costing anywhere from
$30 to $80.

“The cost varies
between plumbers,”

how many they (tests)
have to do.” He added

. that if a tester can line

up multiple customers,
the customers might re-
ceive a cost reduction.
Snock added that
the letter is not meant
ta be punitive, but to
inform citizens with
backflow preventers
that the cify now re-
quires this service.
“There’s no time
limit atlached,” she
said. “It’s like any new
program. It takes a
while to get going. The
assumpbion right now
is that the majority
of people don't lknow

Brookings, OR
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realize ib's a require-

SHELBY CASE 5y, /’
The Umpiya PosL r,‘ J”h, -
REEDSPORT — City ecoun-
cilors have agreed Lhal if at all
possible, city employees should
switch from chlorine to'a peliet
system to save the city thousands
o‘f dollass per year, while still pua-
tifying residents’ water, .
“After recently completing the
budget process for the 2016-2017
fiscal year, it may be possible to

peedsport, OR
wouglas Co.)
Uripaua Post
(Cir. W. 268)
WAl 18 208
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city will not provide

add the MIOX with {ar onsite)
salt silo as an additive alternative
tothe project,” Public Works Di-
rector John Stokes said,

MIOX stands for Mixed Oxi-
dant solution. The MIOX com-
pany is from Albuguerque, N.M,,
and city employees are working
with SHN Engineers of Coog Bay.

Inthe MIOX systom, a solution
of water and sait (sodium chlo-
ride) is electrolyzed to produce

ke said. “It depends on

sodium hypechlorite, a disin-
Fecting agent that kills patho-
gens in the drinking waler, The
only chemical that would have
to be stored would be salt, which
would be kept in a silo at the
plant,

Thealternativeis a system that
uses sodium hypochlorite peliets.

The city seeks a replacement
for its existing system, which
uses chlorine gas,

(abeut it).”

I

U

"We are instructing SHN o
proceed with the MIDX compo-
nent, but again, as an additive al-
ternative in the bid documents,”
he said, “T'he MIOX system has
been estimated by SHN to cost
approximately $182,000, This
hgs been discussed with coun-
cilors and they are in agreement
that if at all possible, it should be
done niow in order to save eosts
rather than (as) a secondary con-

q City may switch to another Water puriﬁer -

tractX

Stokes emphasized however
that councitors have simply dis-
cussed the matter and didnt take
aformal vote “as thereis nothing
yetto vote on?

“When the project is formally
and publiely bid this fall, the
council will be apprised of the
costs and whether pr not the
budget will suppert|the MIOX

Please see fater, Page A2

will pot recommend awarding this
portion of the contract”

‘The upfront cost comes to’

$182,000.

“However, we may have funds
in the existing budgel to pay for
this item if the estimate is not ex-
ceeded at the time of bid;! Stokes
noted. *It would be most prudent
to install with the UV centract
{another element of thie water pu-
rification 'syslem) se there would
not need to be two mobilization
costs, two bidding costs, risk of
inflation, etc. Farther, the over-

system ate less than $10,000 per
year, whereas the existing chlorine
system s nearly $15,000 per yeaz”
Stolees explained more about
mobiiization expenses.
Essentially to o wozk at the
location, the contractor and sub-
contractors will need to move
equipment, workers and other
items to complete the project. He
said the UV contsact will already
have contractor maving logistics
taken care’ of. However, Stokes
said if the city can’t install the
MIOX equipment a5 part of the
UV contract, then there'll be an-
other round of mobilization for
a future MIOX contract. This in
turn will cost the city and “our

all operating costs of the MIOX

citizens additional f'undf%f
Tl

/Council decides on UV light for isinfectant

SHELBY CASE
The tippaqua Posk

- ]

REEDSPORT — City councilors

and staff havedecided to gowithan
ultraviolet disinfectant system o
treat water.

Public Werks Director John
Stokes said Coos Bay company
SHNEngineetscooperated closely
with his staff on various options.

“{he key recommendations
were UV disinfection, traditional
filter, membrane filter and up-
grading the existing ozone system,”
Stakes said.

The Coos Bay business is on an
annwal contract with the city “to
provide on-call engineering ser-
vices, which is based on need and
available budget”

“The particular prafessional
services contract for the UV gys-

Jfem upgrade that encompasses

two ‘notice to proceeds’ totaling
approximately $185,000)" he said.

Although city leaders have cho-
sen to go with the ultraviolet sys-
temand flow meters, they are “alsa
looking at the MIOX system of
chlorine generation as an additive
alternate agii will beiessexpensive
to install at this point as opposed
toaseparate project at alater date,”
hesaid.

Stokes provided more back-
ground oa costs.

“Duz to the matter that the
rrembrane system was much too
wxpensive and that the operation
and maintenance costs are very

high for this system (regarding)
the size of our municipal water sys-
temn, the UV systern was selectad,”
e sajd. “This decision was also
made with input and discussion
withthe State Drinking Water Pro-
grar staff!

“Infooking 4t Lhelife cycle costs
for the UV system, thisreeds to be
assessed over a 20-year period;’
the public wotks director empha-
sized. “That said, if the city wasto
simply upgrade the existing czone
systemn, which is outdated tech-
nology, it woald cost the city, and
rate payers $1.2 millionover the 20-
year period. Convessely, replacing
theozone system with the UV sys-
temwill save the city and taxpayers
$456,166 over the same 20-year

period. So, irshort, the UV system
will irz fact save funds rather than
cost Lhe city andtaxpayersmoney!”

“It is estimated by SHN con-
sidering &1l of the factors that the
UV system witt cost approximately
$600,000/ he noted, “However,
this estimate will be re-evaluated
during the design and construe-
tion docament pliase, which is
currently underway!”

e praisedthe engineering irm's
work throughout the process.

“SHN has been extremely pro-
fessional and thorough to work
with," Stokes said. “We have been
extremely pleased with their level
of experience and willingness to
work with our cemmunity and
the financial constraints that are

present. They have worked hard
to hold costs down, but have also
been realistic in their approach to
this project, which we have greatly
appreciated”

“The city has beer: extremely
figcally respensibleinsetting funds
aside for gaite 2 few years to fund
this preject and so far, no debt has
or is anticipated to be incurred
for this project” the public works
director added. “We are also re-
searching funding sources (grants,

ete.) that may e viable to helppay

for the project.”

The Umpgua Post Editor Sheiby Case
can be reached at 541-269-1222, exd.
296 or sheiby.case@thewortdlink.

com. T
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Chenowith PUD recognized

B By Neita Cecil .71111’}/’ r]

neecidihedalleschronicle com

Chenowith Water PUD has won back-
to-back excellence awards from the siate
for how it manages its water systen.

The Oregon Health Authority certified
that the PUD met the criteria for an “out-
standing performance’ desighation dur-
Ing its latest survey.

The surveys, which measure a utility's
akiiity fo safely provide water to cus-
tomers, are done pericdically by the
state, with the frequency based on perfor-
mance ch past surveys. Because the PUD
had an outstanding rating, it was able to
go five years between site surveys.

Water systems with a less than out-
standing rating have o have the survey
done every thiee years.

The last Chencwith PUD survey that
garnered an outstanding designration was

-fdone under the watch of late PUD Man-
ager Roger Proweli. 'The current manag-
er, Jeb Miller, said he had a goal of win-

ning the designation again in his henor
ang memery.

The ouistanding designation is hard
won, according io siaff. “They don't just
hand these out to anybody" said employ-
ee Nathan Pope,

Just 62 water water systems statewide
earned the designation last year

Water system surveys are on-site re-
views of water sources, treatment facili-
ties and reservoirs and sysien: recoxds.

Records checks include everything
from having an emergency response plan
in place to detailed records of chemical
treatment of water

As for facilities, “They look ai the con-
dition of your buildings, the condition of
your pumps, how secure it is," sald Bill
Van Ek, an employee at the PUD.

Chenowlth Water FUD recently received it second recognition from the state for out-

“Fhey look at the condition of the standing performance. Pictured, from left, is water treatment operator Ed Van Ek,
reservoirs, make sure everything’s sani- Manager Jeb Miller, adminfstratorfhuman resources officer Fatsy Busick, water treat-

tary,” he said.

Award

Continuved ffom Page Al

pristine-locking facilities
at the Chenowith oifice, at
2312 W. 8th St., which in-
clude massive filters,
punips and wellheads.

The PUD has four wells,
five reservoirs, and about
£500 customers on the
west end of The Dalles and
surrounding areas,

The PUD is preparing
for eventual growth into
its avea with the installa-
tien of a large 12-inch
water mainline across
Chenowith Creelt at West
Sixth Street and River

Road. .

The PUD has ample ca-
pacity to meet growth de-
niands. i

It has a capacily to
pump five million galions
a day and has never ex-
ceeded twe million galions
a day.

While every day can be
different, typical duties for
the four men who work in
the field include meter
reading, hydrant flushing,
well checks, daily water
sampling at multiple loca-
tions, maintaining and re-
placing meters, and 24/7
response {0 emelgencies.

“Basically we are going
to every part of gur facili-
ty once a day, even on

weekends, just to male

Pope is certified as a

sure everything's good and  water distribution opera-
sale and smooth,” Miller tor Level 2, cross connec-

said.

The PUD recenily got
devices that allows them te
test wager meters remotely,
which saves on fuel, easing
the carbon footprint, and
also staff time.

‘What used to take a day
can be done in an houn
Miller said.

All the employees in the
tield have muitiple ceréifi-
cations for their work.

Van Ek has certifica-
tions as a water distribu-
tionn operator Level 3, a
water ireatment operator
level 1, cross connections,
and backflow testing. .

tion speciaiist and a back-
{low tester. Brenton Adams
is a backflow tester, and he
has water distribution op-
erator training and cross
connection training.

Miller is a water distrib-
nution operator ievel 3, a
water treatment operator
level 1, a cross connection
specialist, and a backfiow
tester,

Patsy Busick works in
administration and
human rescurces for the
district and QOralia Ra-

driguez is a parbt}r_n

levk, ~ [ [ i ]
cler _j_k!_____fe

L .
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Central Oregon LandWatch

Land Use Board of Appeals
that the decision is teo vague
to address grount contamina-

public health hazard.

County commissioners
adopted ar ordinance in Feb-

a study was conducted in the
late 19803, The potential for
unsale nifrate levels in drink-

of the need for sewer systems
during the county’s public

is challenging a decision that

tion cancerns in unincorporat-

ailows sewer systems in rural
Farts of southern Deschutes

ed areas around La Pine and

- Fuary that stated the need for_ __ingwaterhas been attributed

an exception to the rule and to wastewater discharges

hearing process last year.
Some thought they woueld be
foreed to connect to 7 sower

Sunriver,

allowed sewers,

from septic fanks on rural service eventually.

County.
‘The Bend-based land use

Oregon's land use rules pro-
hibit sewers outside of urhan

Stale agencies have consid-

Froperties.

The county decision provid-

’ ) ment operator Brenton Adams, clerk Oralia Rodriguez, and water irealment operator
Van Ek gave a reporter & toyr of the aipan Fope, With them is Ghevy the waier dog, M

e iiler's dog, who hangs out every
See AWARDPage Ag day at the office, ‘

Neifa Gecit phola

The Dalles, OR
{Wasco Co.)
The Dalles Chronicle

[Circ. D. 3,530}

w022 2018

Affen's P.C.B. Fsit, 1888

ered Lhe southern part of the Many tural residents in
. tounty lo be at risk for con- southern Deschutes County,
tamination from nitzates since  however, were not convineed

edthe opportunity for SEWers,
but didn't require it.
See Sewersl/B2

watchdeg group arguesina
recent petition to the Oregon

growth boundaries enless
allowing them would reduce a

aevers

Continfted from B1

ruary that allowing sewers
was the best solution: for the
area. The soil in southern De-

ronmental Quality presented
information in public meet-
ings ¢ suppori an exception

Bend, OR

LanylWatch argues in its schutes Countyis porous with  to Jand use policies af the state
appeal that the county's deci-  zelatively shallow groundwa-  and county level.

sion tdcked defaifed informa-  ter. Many people use wells and DEQ organized an advi- Bend Bulletin
tion about how sewer systems  draw waler from the aquifer.  sory committes in 2010 to {Cire, W, 27,547)
would fix the problem. The LandWatch also questions  review the various options

exception argued for by the in its appeal whether con- for addressing the presence Load 242006

county - specifically applies cerns about nitrates in the of nifrates that could arise in

to Goal 11, a state land use  groundwater justify anexcep-  groundwater as a resukt of fu-
rule for public facilities and  tion to allow sewers.

services.
*{The) exception to allow

ture development. The group

“The county not only failed  recommended allowing sew-
to find that the exception is  ers in the area instead of up-

sewers in rural areas i5 so  necessary lo avoid an immi-  graded seplic systems with
broad and indefinile that it neat and substantial public more sophisticated filtration
does not even qualify ns an  health hazard, but explicitly  techniques,

exception,” the LandWaich found that ‘a public heakh is-

Deschutes  County  and

petition states. The organi- sueis not imminent,” the peti-  LandWatch are scheduled to

zation is asking LUBA to re-  tion states.

mand or reverse the county’s
decision, .

County
unanimously agreed in Feb.

Lresent oral arguments to the

The county, Oregon De- Land Use Board of Appeals
partment of Land Conserva-  June §in Salem. )
commissioners  Hon and Development and
Oregon Department of Envi-

— Reporier: 541-G17-7820,
ishorach@bendbulletin.com
e s o
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THE OREGON ASSOCIATION OF WATER UTILITIES presenis stafewide awards
{0 the City of Sweet Home for its drinking water. From leff are Mike Collier, deputy
direstor and soutce waler specialis with QAWU; Mayor Jim Gourley; D.J. Fox, plant
operaiens manager; Tim Riley, mechanic with Pubfic Works; Mike Adams, Public
Works director; and Jason Green, execulive director,

Sweet Home wins second water
taste competition of this year

By Sean C. Morgan
Of The New Era

The City of Sweet Home has
won its second drinking water
competition this year, this time
with the Oregon Association of
Water Utilities.

Sweet Home placed first for
surface water plants and first over-
all and is now qualified to move to
a national drinking water competi-
tion.

Association Executive Direc-
tor Jason Green recently present-
ed a trophy to the City Council.

“Your city is a member of our
association, has been a member
for many years,” Green said. “We
provide primarily technical as-
sistance or consufting and formal
classroom training throughout the
state for both members and non-
members.”

Sweet Home staff brought
watet to the group’s annual con-
ference, he said, “They competed
against a number of other par-
ticipants. The two categories are
ground water and surface water
because there’s a difference be-
tween treatment technigues.”

Water samples were evalu-
ated on taste, odor and aesthetics,

which is what custorners deal with,
Green said: Judging is blind.

“Not only did the City of
Sweet Home take first in surface
water but you tock the top overall,
best in Oregon contest. Congratu-
lations on your workers as a whole.
It's not just your city employees.
It's not just at the plant. It’s in the
distribution system. It’s back in
the office. It's the person that reads
the water meters, It’s a joint effort
that makes these things possible.”

Green said his association
would be in touch around Febru-
ary to get a gallon of water to ship
back to DC "so those folks can tell
what really good water tastes like,
Sweet Home will be entered in the
nationals representing the State of
Oregon.”

D.J. Fox, who manages the
city’s treatment plants for CIHI2ZM
Hill, emphasized the team effort
throughout the plants and the dis-
tribution system required to pro-
vide good water.

Earlier this year, Sweet Home
placed first in a regional drinking
water contest, edging out two cit-
ies that use ground water, which
tends to prevail in drinking water
contests. -

ETE

Bend, OR

{Deschutes Ca.)
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s Southern Deschutes

f

/ lean water can begin at
home. That means keeping
things like nitrates out of

groundwater and owd of the Des-
chates River.

And that’s why the Deschutes
County plan to allew sewers in
rural parts of southern Deschutes
County malkes so much sense.

Central Oregon LandWatch re-
cently challenged the county’s de-
cision at the state kevel before the
Land Use Board of Appeals. But
the county's plan should stand.

Nobody disputes that high con-

centrations of nitrates can be haz-
ardous to health. Nitrates gefting

mnto the digestive system make i

more difficalt for blood to carry ox-
ygen, Infants and pregnant women
are particularly vulnerable.
Where do nitrates come from?
Nitrates are present in fertilizer,
in manure and can come from sew-
age disposal sys{ems,

In southern Deschutes Coun-
ty, many homes are on septic sys-
tems. And many people use wells
for their drinking waler, The water

County should get sewers

table in the area is high, The scil is
porous. In other words, it's a recipe
for nitrate contamination.

It septic systems fail or mal-
function, they could load the soil
with nilrates, leading to problems
with drinking water from wells or
for the Deschutes River.

As the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality has stated
about nitrates in the La Pine area:
“Currently we have isolated plumes
that have exceeded the federal
drinking water standard of 10 mgl
for nitrate. The model predicts that
these plumes will coalesce over
time and the conditions will gef
worse if iothing is done.”

Orepon’s land use laws general-
Iy prohibit sewer systems outside of
wban growth boundaries. That's
to restrict and control development
and sprawl. And propetly function-
ing septic systems can prevent ni-
trate contamination.

But it maltes sense to allow sew-
er systems where they can help
ensure clean water. . The county
should be able to go ahiead with its
plan. , o

e
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Moro councilors wrestle with
reservoir repairs, hire Kya Mabe

as city adm|n|§trator

Moro city counc{ oF; were
updated on the issues
involving the city’s water
reservoir when they met May
3 at the city hall in Moro,

John English, the city's
Public Works director, in
explaining the ‘boil order’
that had been issued earlier,
noted that the contractors
had advised that the
reservoir inspectors would
need the reservoir at fuil
capacity then wouid need it
drained for the inspection, In
. draining the reservoir, the
wates pressure weant to zero,
and when zero pressure
ocecurs, a ‘boil order’ is
required. Water samples
were laken and tested and
returned ‘negative’ for any
contaminanis, and the boil
order was lifted.

The matter of reservoir
repairs continues to be an
. issue, and several
suggestions were made. To
- seal the reservoir, it was

.- reported, would take two

days then ancther 10-12 days
to cure, and there was
discussion on how to
mamtam the supply of water
to ) the Cw]l]_lﬂﬁlﬁ_urmg that
tlme with suggestions
including the use of 10,000

" gallon water tanks, or using
- the city’s old cistern.

More information will be
pursued regarding the use of
tanks and the costs of the
+ pepair work, then bid
proposals will be requested
for the work that needs to be
- done. In order to expedite the
project, it was noted that &
special meeting of the
council may need to be called
to make decisions on the
matter.

The matter of locating the
water line to the school and
installing a shut-off valve
remains unresolved at this
tirne. It was supgested that,
once found, the valve could
be_ instatled while the
reservoir is empty for repairs.

Salem, OR
{Marian Co.}
Statesman Journal
{Circ. D. 33,147)

WAy 27 2016
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Boil water notice issued
for part of South Salem

GORDON FRIEDMAN
STATESMAMN JOURNAL
44-7

The City of Salem is
asking some residents in
South Salem to boil wa-
ter from their taps until
further notice.

About 65 homes are
affected on Barnes Ave-
nue SE between Stroh
Lane and Commercial
Street SE. Homes are
also affected on Harlan-
dale Avenue, Peterson
Strect and Andersen
Street SE, officials said.

The boil water notice
comes after a vehicle
collided with a fire hy-
drant Wednesday night.
Maintenance crews had
to shut down the water

main to mitigate water
damage caused by the
broken hydrant, accord-
ing to a press release.

The Oregon Health
Authority requires a boil
water notice beissued as
a precaution any time
pressure is lost in a wa-
ter system,

The boil water notice
will be in effect until
crews deem the water
safe via bacteriological
testing. Test results are
expected by mid-day
Friday, officials said.

Send questions, com-
ments or news tips to
gfriedman2@statesman
Journal.com or 503-399-
6653. Follow on Twitter
@GordonRFriedman .
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water.

ple’s hormes.

everyone's taste.

Autthorlty, a state agency that
oversees the safety of drinking

Hawever, Patteq says ihe city
treatment system s successful
at stripping out the impurities,
and that the health ageney has
wund that the water is safe to

rink wheu it arrives al pee-

That doesn't mean it suits

“It seems to have a pretty
slrong arema, and the tavor
has a eheryical taste,” says Mi-
chelle Murdock, a resident of
the Lewellyn neighfiorhood,

Murdack ne longer drinks
ke water slraight frow the {ap.
Her family first treats the wa-
ter with a “reverse osmosis”

able to define the taste. I've

talked to many residents.”

meved in” iy Oetober 2013.

Others interviewed com-
pated the taste of the water to
a “kitchen floor cleaner,” and
noted that it leaves a brown or
black ring around the toilet
that must be serubhed every

Tew days.

The oldest of the seven wells
is failing, and 1wo are due to he
veplaced in the next two years.
Built frem 1936 te 2008, the
wells fap an aquifer known as
the “rouddale Formation” and
raege in depth from 200 to 481
feet. On a summer day, the city
draws up te 5 mitlion galions.

In 2988, routine manitoring
discovered that the aquifer is
contaminated will: unsafe lev-

Sparks says she has noticed
the foul taste since “the day [

initia. cost of $2 milion, plus
$200,(00 in annaal operating
experses, (o rensove {he con-
lamiralion from the ground-
waier [f piaced the wells back
in service in 1991

Don Simousen, the eity's wa-
ter quality coordinatos, says
neither the DEQ nor the city
has bzen fully eertain who is
respozsible for the contaimina-
tion, dihough they have identi-
fied about 200 patential sourc-
es. Ir 2002, the city filed suit
against tool manufacturer
Stanley Works, Providence
Health Syslems and several
other entities. In 2007, the city
reachzd a combined $200,000
settlement with Stanley and
Providence.

‘The DX} says it Is conduci-
ing 12 gifferent investigations
of thegroundwaler contamina-

manufacturer, Precision Cast-
parts Corp., has been polluting
a much shatlower aquifer with
the same type of carcinogenic
wastes found at miuch deeper
levels less than a mile away.

The DEQ's sampling of
groundwaier under the Preci-
sion Castparts twin plants at
4660 §.E. Harney St. show that
PCE concentrations have been
at tevels that exceed drinking
water standards for at Ieast a
decade and are rising,

Pattee sald groundwater in
that area ean travel horizon-
tatly about a mile in 10 years,
but its vertical travel Hime is
unknowa, Milwaukie officials
say that the pollution from Pre-
cision Castparts does not pose
an immediate threat to the
cily's drinking waler, but even-
{ually may become a problemn,

systen: that they inktalled. The
system set them back $300, a
price that she recognizes not
every family can afford. Mur-
dovk thinks the city is falting te
perform its duty to provide

cls of irichloracthylene
(TCE) and perchloroethyiune
(FCE), which are indusirial sol-
vents. ‘Tiny concentrations of
two other potluiants, tetrachio-
roethylene and dichlorcethyl-

tion in the Milwaukie area. It
also has been investigating two
closed andfijls i Lse area,
both of whieh have received i
dustiial wastes, possibly in-
cluding radioactive material.

and they are monitoring the
sitwation.

Molly Gordon, who lives
with her three clildren near
the Precision Castparts plants,
sald the pollution “makes me

OR drinkable water. ene, also have been found, ac-  Sparks, Murdock and others nervous. 1 wani my family to
Eugene, “They should decommission cording to the Gregon Depart- contacted the Portland Tri. live in an area with elean air,
{Lane Co.} thase welis,” she Insists. ment of Environmentat Quality.  bune o diseuss their drinking clean diri and clean water. As [

“It tastes funny,” says Heath-
er Spurks of the Ardewwald
neighborkood. “It has this
buznt flavor to it. i lastes
chemical-Iy. Tt's not a commen  Porlland, Milwaukie huikg’ [%
taste. No one has really been  aeration [reatment planisy  #

— L L

The eity took the seven wells
out of service soon after the
containination was discovered
and purchased water from

Eugene Register Guard
(Cire. D. 51,890)

water after the newspaper re-
ported or: April 7 that a nearby

learn more, it makes me more

cunceme{f.'f 71/({ _ ?’
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EWEB'’s water passes test

It's still possible for lead to
geop inte tap water in Fugene.
According to EWEB, the main

sericus health problems.
That’s not a worry here, ac-
cording to EWEB. The utility has

An annual report shows supplies from the McKenzie
River again meet or exceed safely standards

T44-7 detected no 1em]i in its trgatptd f{]urcie ﬁg uﬂ%éia%:ﬁgl:ﬁi;m-
A eral rules require alt public waler  source water. It removed ils on is .

'?i-quJltAc'Krl‘f{?;uurd suppliers tu%ssue vearly updates, last known lead service lincs in Lezy:l solder was commonly

o e the 1680s, spokesman Joe Har- used in homes plumbed with

This year’s EWEB report con-
tains a section that discusses
lead contaminaticn. The topie
is of cancern to many, in light
of the ongoing, high-profile wa-
ter crisis in Fint, Mich.

Corrosive water from the
Flint River caused lead from ag-
ing pipes o leach into the city’s
water supply, exposing thou-
sands of people to potentially

copper pipes before the mid-
1980s. Some brass plumbing [ix-
tures also condain lead.
Harwood suggests residents
of older homes — or anycne
else concerned about lead in
their water — regularly flush
pipes by letting the tap run for

wood said.

The situation in Flint has,
however, coinclded with an up-
tick in the number of guestions
EWES receives fron customers
about lead contamination.

“With Flint in the nows for
the last two years, that has
picked up a little bit,"” Har-
wood said.

Drink up. The water's fine.

Eugene Water & Electric
Board officials say tests once
again show that the McKenzie
River waler it treats and pipes
to customers meects or exceeds
state and federal quality stan-
dards.

EWEE rccently released its

{0 WATER, Page B3
artnual water quality report. Fed- Thrn o , Pag
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Peter Tuomala fills his 250-gallen water tank at the coin-operated wal i

uses the water for every as|
used for fire supprassion.
B

N

By Aaron West - The Builetin

ALFALFA —Jt's 10 am. on Friday morning, and Janet Gagliardi was
aanding out change for water.

“Three dollars,” she said, dumping 12 quarters into Paul Eddy’s hand.
Iddy had come to the Alfalfa Store, the combination converjence store-
sommunity hul 15 miles east of Bend, to fifl up the 210-gallor: cistern in
e back of his truck with water from the stores coin-operated well.

“T come here to get water
wery week — and more in
he summey,” Eddy said,
nserting his quarters
3 start the well's pump. ,
Llive out here inthe
oonies, so if it ever runs
ry, I guess 'l have to
ok for something else.”

Eddy, like many others
1thearea, lives off-grid
Aithout municipal wa-
ar and electricity, so he

comes to the store’s well
for water. The well, en-
cased in 2 large wooden
well house, is coin-op-
erated like a gas statian
car wash and open 24/7,
Gagliardt, who worlss at
the store, said it's what
many locals depend on for
water,

“It’s constantly busy,”
she said, “Thirty people &
day maybe, several hun-

dred peaple a week. You
can always tell in town
wlhen you see a truck with
a huge watertank in the
baci that they're from
Alfalfa
Sortetimes a line of
these trucks, their beds
and trailers Joaded with
water tanks, can be seen
walting to get water for the
week, Eddy said.
See Water /46

Pyin Brennscke S The Aullatin

ter t; Alfalfa on Friday. Tuomala, who lives off the grid, said he
pect of daily life but plans 1o use this particufar load of water o fill a fholding pond on his umowmqé to ke

“It’s constantly
busy. Thirty
people & day
maybe, several
hundred
people a

week. You can
always tell in
lown whan vou
see a fruck
with & huge
water tank in
the back that
they're from
Alfalfa.”

— Janet Gagliardi,
Alfaita Store employee

gend, OR
{Deschutes col)
Bend Builetin

(Cire. W, 27,547

JUi

Water

Contirued from A1

“There are guys who have
gigantic tanks; it takes half
an hour to fill them up,” he

* said.

“You're almost better off
going home and coming
back when somecne with 2
2,500-gallon tank pulls up”
Gagliardl said. “But then
you'd lose your place in line.”

So instead of driving off
and losing their place, wa-
ter-seckers tend to hang out
atthe store and chat.

“It's kind of a local water
zooler, that’s a good analogy,”
Gagliardi said. “Onee April 1
hits, out here that’s all anyone
talks about — water. Irriga-
tion, sprinklers — everyone's
tarning their water on for
their crops, plants, operations
and ali that. Out here water is
a huge deal. We talk about it
all the time.”

And line or ne, for 50 cents
to start the pump and 2 cents
a gallon after that, in the un-
incorporated community of
Alfalfa — population 400 or
so — that's one of the best
deals around.

“It beats Safeway,’ one
store customer said Friday
as he filled up the 500-gallon
cistern in the back of his truck
for a little more than $10.

It also beats paying to dig
your own well. In the area
around Alfalfa, which in-
cludes far eastern Deschutes
County as well as remote
parts of Crook County, people
would have to dig more than
800 feet to hit water, Alfal-
fa Store owner Justin Green
said.

“It's so expensive, Green
said. “The store’s well is

about 750 feet down, Digging
a well like that can get up to
20 or 30,000 dollars, just for
the hele in the ground. And
that’s before you add in the

f

6206 |
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“My dad said there's
a call for people who
need water out here.”

- Justin Green,
Alfalfz Store owner

infrastructure.”

Green, who owns the store
with his wife, Lorraine, said
his father had the well dug
in 1997 when he noticed the
need for it around Alfalfa,

“My dad said there’s a call
for people who need water
out here” Green said. “He
designed and put this system
in and got it state-certified ag
a public water sysiem. Ever
since we've been selling wa-
ter, because not everyone
can afford wells. Places like
Juniper Acres have really ex-
pleded, and they're totally off-
grid. But it’s wo deep to dig a
well, so they can't get water.”

So instead of turning a
faucet on, for many it's off to
the Alfalfa Store, which can
still be a long drive, LorTaine
Green said. That’s why if the
well is ever down for mainte-
nance — like it will be Tues-
day after an unfortunate car
accident caused some cosmet-
ic damage a few weeks ago -
she’ll try to give locals some
notice.

“The Alfalfza Well at the
store will be down Tuesday
June 7 from approximately
9:30-noon while Central Elec-
ric does some work,” Lor-
raine Green posted on a local
Facebook group last week,
“Plan ahead and we will let
you knew when it is back up
and running. If you have not
heard from us please call the
store before you make the
trip”

“Thank you so ruch for the
heads up,” a well customer
replied.

awest@bendbulletin.com

A i

-—Reporter: 541-617-7828,

V.

Portland, OR
{(Multnemah Co.)
The Cregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833)
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Treatment plant remains closed

By Carli Brosseau ra4-7
The Cregonian/CregonLive

On most June weekends,
Mosier is filled with pleasure
seekers - drivers, cyclists
and other outdoors enthusi-
asts who come o appreciate
the majestic beauty of the
Columbia River Gorge.

But two days after a gé-car
oil train partially derailed
while passing through, the
traffic on Sundsy was mostly
industral. Trucks hauled
water, grave] and mobile toi-
lets in big batches.

Volunteers set up a shade
tent to pass out water, gra-
nola bars and fliers for a com-
munity meeting. Neighbors
braved temperatures above
90 degrees to hear the latest
on the water system, What
they wanted most was news.

They got at least some
during the cornmunity meet-
ing. Wasco County Sheriff
Lane Magill said residents
were free to return to their
hornes.

Also, the Interstate 84 exit
to Mosier has reopened. And
Unicn Pacific spokesman
Robert Bevier said crews
would be working 24 hours

a day until the cleanup is fin-
ished.

But the water treatment
plant has been closed since
Friday, shortly after the train
deralled and some of the
cars caught on fire. The sher-
iff said no estimate has been
made for it’sreopening.

One of the main pipes to
the plant travels under the
tracks, and it was affected by
the derailment, said Raquel
Espinoza, a spokeswoman for
Union Pacific. The company
is worldng to build a bypass
fine as a tempoerary solution.

About 10,000 gallons of
crude oil leaked from dam-
aged rail cars into the water
treatment plant after man-
holes were sheared off, said
Mike Renz, whoe is coordi-
nating the hazardous mate-
rials response for the Oregon
Department of Environ-
mental Quality. That o] has
been removed, but the plant
remains closed.

The dity isusing camernasto
shudy the extent of the darn-
age, acting Mayor Ermily Reed
said.

Mosler is using a badp
well because its primary

water source was drained
dousing the fire, Reed said.

The city Is pumping water
to homes but asking resi-
dents to bejl jt becauge the
well hasn't been recently
tested. Officials don't believe
the water has been contami-
nated, but they want to dou-
ble check, Reed said.

The city sent samples
for testing, city engineer
Joln Grim said. Results are
expected Monday.

Residents have also been
asked not to put any water
down drains oruse toilets,

Preliminary findings of the
investigation into the cause
of the derzilment show that
a fastener that held a rail-
road tie to the rail could be
to blame, a Union Pacific
spokeswoman said Sunday.
Theinvestigation is not com-
plete.

Thirteen cars remained
Sunday. Ten still had cil
in them that needed to be
removed and put into trucks
o be hauled away, Espinoza
said. It takes six trucks to
move the ofl in cne vzil car.

.

chrosseau@eregonian.com




“Public scarce at Ganby Utility public meetings

LV asaing aga

Company holds
informational meetings to
address waler taste and
odor issues, out of 6,000
customners only 15 attend

7 //fﬂf .

By DANIEE PEARSON
The Canby Heraid

active with questions but fliey were
all over the place with their asser-
tions.

"“No one demanded 'fix this taste
now af any cost,” he gaid. “1t is just
difficulf to take much stock in so few
people in atiendance.”

Murphy, who during the meeting
sat under a black and white photo of
what at the time was a pieture of
Canhy Utidity’s new Weslcott substa-
tion, energized on Sept. 25, 2001, said

Canhy Utllity keld two public in-
formational meetings on Friday,
June 2 to give custemens an opportu-
nity to usk questions and voiee con-
cerus related o the taste and odor of
Canby’s drinking water.

A totat of about 15 people attended
each meeting, which was a little susr-
prising to some considering the
ameunt of discussion in recent weeks
about the issue on the community
Facebook page Canby Now.

Those who did attend asked just a
handfut of questions, most having
nething to de with the earthy, musty
taste of the water supply.

Canby Utilidy General Manager
Dan Murphy said three peaple were

the reality is that the company has a
vintage 1972 water plant — state of
the art when it came ontine.
“Ithink it’s safe to say that pretty
mich everybody in Canby knows
we've been having some issues with
the taste and odor of our water,”
Murphy satd. “3's possible we ltad
some issnes prier to that but nothing
with the consistency we've seen
sinee 2014. Most people dor't know
that the state and federal (govern-
ment) donot regulate taste. I’s con-
sidered an aesthetic issue but they
heavily regulate for safety.”
Canby Utility Board Cliairman
Gary Potter, whe conspicuously
sipped bottled watey during the 2

an guclience member — said that ulil-
ity board members and employees
are residents of Canby and they too
consume the water and are not
pleased with the taste,

“Let me just paint the piclare with
a hroad brush,” Potter said. “The wa-
ter taste lkas come up as an issue
several tHines over the last cauple of

Geosrain and MIB from entering the
waler supply. A refrofit lo the treat-
ment plant would cost $1.5 million,

and as much as §7 million depending
on what new technology is deployed,

the study says.
“They identified four alternatives

ta remove those two compownds and
problem,”

redure the taste and edor

years. We've determined the tagte——Poticr said, “Tle bad news is the

and odor issues that cccur are a re-
sult of the breakdown of algae, which
releases lwo arganic compounds into
the water calied Geosmin and Methy-
* lisohorneol, or MIB, Those two or-
ganic compounds are not toxic or
harnzful to human healtl, but hu-
mans ean detect thern in litile con-
centrations in the water.”

Geosmin and MIB ave deteetible to
humans in concentrations of just five
to 16 parts per triflion, according to
information published by the U.S.
National Library of Meuicine. Canby
Utitity’s water treatment plant does
not have the techuology that s avail-
able today in rewer plants te remove
those éwo compounds, Potter said.

Canby Utility conducted an $28,500
study last year to determine what

cheapest alternative is $1.5 miltion.
Baslcally, that wowld require us to
hook up six huge tanks that weald
act like huge Brita water filters. We
could take that technelogy and hook
it to an oid plant like ours and hope
that it works. Is that a good business
decision? t’s not an easy decision.
‘The Molalla River [s an open source;
we don’t have the benefit of a pro-
tected watershed, The Molalia has
eilities and communities upstream
from us, {such as) the city of Molaila,
gravel operations — we have a lot of
things comning down the river that
we don’t have the privilege of main-
taining cortrol over and keeping our
waler (a pure source).”
Canby Utilily is required ie build a

new treatment plant in the next

tained water rights en the Willa-
mette River to add to the source of
Canby's water supply, but ranning a
pipe f¢ that river new could rezult in
similar taste and odey jssues since
the treatment plant stidt would not
have new technology in piace to re-
move Geostiuin and MIB.

“Do we take the §1.5 million and
new technalogy and add on te the
plant knowing we are going to be
building a new plant with the latest
technology that will remove these
two componds in the future?” Pot-
{er said, “That’s the situation as the
board sees it”

In the meantime, possibly to help
with the odor and taste, the U.8, Goo-
logical Survey (USUS) recommenls
adding lemon juice to water effected
by Geosmin and/ov MIB, or chilling
water to just above freezing prior to
consumption, in order to improve the
taste and reduce odors. Drinking wa-
tex carbon filter systems ulso are ef-
fective at reducing odors and im-

Broving taste, aceording o informa-
tion: published on the USGS website,
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“Harbor

intrusion

“ Water disteict officials
exploring different options to
keep drinking water palatable

By Jane Stebbing
Pilot stafl writer

Dave VanCleave, superinteadent for
the Harbor Water District, is looking
to the skies and smiling these days.

Rain. .

“Rein would not hurt my feelings,”
e caid. “It can rain all it wanis.”

VanCleave and other district of-
fieials have been warking all wintey to
find a way io prevent saltwater [rom
seeping into the community’s -
nicipal water system Juring dheoght
years.

However, a solulion ian'l lkely to
be found, let alone implemenied, this
sutnmier officisly said

T et ot oS EWS anmners,
Harto,. cusidents frave been foced
o purchast potable waler Lo avoid
drinlang suliy wuter coreing lror
their taps. They complained ol Luase-
plants dying, pets forning o thelr
nases at waivy oltered and stivky slda
atter talring <howers. )

The salbwatzr inicnsivn happens
when high oresu dides combnped
with tatremely i watar ihew in the
Cheteo River vesaulis in salbivacer
entering inlo Harbor’s intake parmp,
located about 2.4 miles epriver. The
pump draves water from an aguifer
belew the river bed.

The hosrd is taking the fiesi steps
ioward finding a Jong-term solution,
VanCleave saxd, ag it awaits the de-
fivery of costom-made testing egaip-
ment it plans 1o install at each Gnper
of the distriet's well lo monitor incom-
ing water.

“We've got engineers, hydvologists,
gaolopists all over,” he said. "We need
to kave some hard Facts so we can
go to the (U.S. Army) Corps. Une
way or another, we've gol Lo change
the channel, fix the viver, move e
pumphouse, puai i a breatment plant.

— right now there's no havd and fast
answer. Everything's stil yet to be

seen.”

The equipment i:{ eatirnnted tea
eost $13,000, and the study, snother
540,000, j
See ng'ifwnter, Puge 104
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Pillot staff wriler

Within a few
months, the Harbor
Water District will
annex about 22 homes
and 8 vacant lots into
ifs jurisdiction, as the
Pelican Bay Heights
neighborhood in Hax-
ber will soon have two
new water tanks that
allow them to join the
distyict — a projeet
that witl be financial-
iy eovered by the state
of Oregon.

The Infrastructure
Finance Authority, &
state-run entity that
fends muney to cities,
counties and special
districts for infra-
structure projects, has
granted the Palican
Bay heights neighbor-
hood a forgivable loan
for the project, which
will total around
$232,000.

“Thay applied for
& lnan through our
Safe Drinking Water

| Revolving Loan fund,”

said Recky Bryant of
the IFA. “They ended
up receiving, after a
lot of review, a forgiv-
#ble loan — basically
a grant.”

The two 10,000-gal-
Jon stainless steel
water tanks will be
located on Napa Lane,
and will be installed
in the next few
months.

Jan Amlin, owner
of the Pelican Bay
Heights Community
Water System, gath-
ered the residents
Tuesday night at the
Harbor Water District
building, telling them
only that the meeting
was “very important.”
Then, she brole the
news to them.

“You wor’t have to
pay anything,” she
said to cheers and
laoks of shock from
the residents. “The
1FA ig covering overy-
thing.”

Harbor Waler
Superiniendent Dave
VanCleave said thare
are various benefits
o being annexed into
the water district.

“A crew will be on
call,” he said, “Water

By Jayati Ramalutshnan /should he cheaper.

And the fire hydrants
up theve have never

 heen usable. With res-

eryairs they will be,
it will make a better *
system for them.”.

The property own-
ers of the Harbor
neighborhood have |
heen trying to gei into
the Harbor Water
Digtrict for about two
years, Amlin said, and-
recently, they were
told that the IFA had
covered a poriion of
the fee — but resi-’
dents would still have
to split the remainder
of the cost — about
$78,000 hetween 23
properiy owners.

Twe residents, who
declined to be named,
said they were com-
pletely surprised and
delighted by the news.
Until that peint, they
expected they were
going to have to pay
for the tanks, .

Amlin said that be-
cause the Pelican Bay
Heights water system
is private, they have
been buying water
from the Harbor Wa-
ter District. In order
to get into the system,
district officials said
they would need to
have twa reservoirs of
their own.

Becky Bryant of the
IFA said the forgiv-
able loan is contin-
pent on the construc-
tion being completed,
and on the system
being incorporated
into the Harbor Water
District.

VanCleave said the
Pelican Bay Heights
water system was
built in 1989, and
that they would have
annaxed it into the
district at that time,
but i didne't meet the
distriet’s specifica-
tions. '

“There were noe wa-
ter tanks installed,”
he said. “They kept
getting bigger, We've
been selling them wa-
ter — delivering it to
their pump house and
pumping it info their
system.”

VanCleave suid Har-
hor Water District will

Pelican Bay Heights residents
receiye funding for water tanks

take over the Pelican
Bay Heights system
soomn, provided that
they finish the project.

Hle said that the’
reservoirs have been
orderved, and that
the praject should
take aboat 90 days to
complete, but i{ has to
be operationat before

Harbor Water as-
sumes control.

“We'll take over onee
they're finished to our
specifications, and
have been online for
90 days,” he said.

Once the tanks are
implernented, he said,
the TF'A will disperse
the funds — but if the
project is not complet-
ed residents will have
to pay for the project.

He said the last
time the water dis-
trict annexed an area
was in 1972, when
the residents in the
Winchuels Biver area
were forced 1o join
the district due to bad
water.

Bryant said that the
loan program is the
only funding source

available to private
water systems.

“They have to be un-
der the public utility
commissien for rates,”
she said. She said the
original loan paclage
only funded pari of
the cost, bul Lthe IFa
felt it was important
te get the project com-
pleied.

“Kssentially, the

roject sialled over
$62,000,” she said,
“And we decided it
was important to get
the system installed.
We made the decision
in the best interest
of consolidation, and
getting the system
to comply with waier
system standards. So
we made the $62,000
a forgivable loan.”

“It’s been a leng

© process,” Bryant said.

“We've been work-
ing with them maybe
a year. Bul they've
stayed with it.”
Conselidation into
the Harbor system is
contingent on comple-
tion of the project.




he Crook County
Health Department
is sponsoring a {ree
informational semi-
nar to learn abogt weli watsr
testing and reporting for the
State of Oregon. They wili
cover proper procedure and
protocol for all private
wells and standard-
ized procedure for re-
al estate agents. The
seminar will be held
en Tuesday, June 21 at
the Carey Foster
Hajl. There will be
two seminars, the first
will be for licensed re-
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Feresa Zosley

al estate agents and

held from noon o 1 p.m. The
second will be for the general
public and held from §:30-7:30
p-m. For more information,
call 541-447-4411. Registration
is requested.
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QUESTIONS RAISED

Medford

COVETS
lead pipes
in system
Cermmission
recorminends people

flush water pipes
before drinking

By Bamian Mann
Mail Tribune 744.7
The discovery of ahand-
ful of lead pipes in the city
water system has alarmed
the Medford Water Commyis-
sion enough for it to pursue
a thorough analysis of any
health risks and to encour-
age homeowneys {o run their
faucets before drinking the
water,

A commission member
saysthere s no evidence of 3
health risk — testing of Med-
ford water routinely shows
lead levels well within safe
standards -~ but concerns
lhiave been raised about why
the information was not
made public earlier.

The commission is recom-

, mending that all Medford
homeowners run their water
for 30 seconds te two min-
utes before drinking it to
flugh the pipes, ot until it
runs eold, particalarly after
the water has been in the
pipes for an extended period,

! LeighJohnsen, chairman of
the commission board, said
he and other board members

SEE PIPES, A7
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MEDFORD WATER COMMISSION

Water officials flush t

Metallic taste in the
water led to testing
and safety precautions

i 774~ 7

Every morning, a Medford
‘Water Commyission employee
E.Hum on the tap for up to 30
minutes in the Lausmann

Anpex next to ity Hall and
Tuns up to 650 gallons down
the dyain to get rid of stagnant
water in the pipes.

. Every evening, before quit-
ting tire, 2 Water Commjssion
eniployee fills up two coffae
pots 5o they'll have water in
the morning while the lines are
being flushed.

‘The practice has been Hoing
on for nearly s year, since last

PIPES

water has shown contaminant

levels far below federal imits.
From Page Al However, older homes conld
have pipes or fixtures that have
became aware of lead fittings  signiticant iead or other metals

in the system about a month
ago, even though the board
had earlier recejved inaccurate
information from staff that led
them to believe no lead pipes
were in the ground.

“Weall thought, ‘How many

i them, and which would be
the homeowners® responsi-
bility te have replaced. For
children, low levels of 1ead
exposure have been linked to
damaga tq the nervous system,
learning disabilities, shorter

arethere and howlonghias this ~ stature, impaired hearing and

been going on?' " he said, impaired formation and func-
johnson said the board also  tion of blood cells.

wasn't aware that severallead  The issue of lead in drink-

connectors known as “pig-
tails” had been removed from
the system in recent years.
Thepigtails, which were com-~
monly used prior to 1046,
connected the main water line
in the street to the meter. At
the time, lead lines were used
because of their flexibility.

A five hydrant near Laus-
mann Annex, which contains
city offices adjacent to City
Hall, also was found last
August to have lead and was
replaced, Johnson said. The
water system could also have
older brass fittings or valves
thathave lead in them.

The Water Commission jsin
the Lansmann Annesx, where it
conducted a test of the water
inside the building when ele~
vated levels of copper wete
found last August. At the fire

ing water has made headlines
recently aftey toxiclevelswere
found in Fiint, Mich.

The Water Commission
board hasrequested proposals
from companies to provide a
thorough analysis of the entire
systemto gauge how extensive
the problem js and what can be
done to fixit,

“When we found out zbout it
zbout amenth ago, we imme-
diately got an RFP {request for
proposals) put together for a
qualified firm, ” Johnson szid,

A related study has also
been requested to detexmine
the impact of corrosive water
on pipes and fittings in the
system, Medford's waterhasa
soft pH rating that couldleach
out metals. The cost for the
corrosion study is estimated
at $100,000 to $250,000 and

bydrant at the street, more could take two years, A study

tests were done that found to determine how many lead

elevated levels of lead, The pipes are in the system could

hydrant and other fittings cost a similar amount,

‘were replaced at the time. Johnson said every test done
The Mail Tribunehas filedz  on Medford's source water at

publicrecordsrequest with the Big Butte Springs and from

Water Commission seeking  the Rogie River has turned up

information on when knowl-  clean.

edge of the lead pipes first  “But alot of things happen

became known and why the
board ard the public weren’t
notiffed about the lead fixtures
in the water system earlier.
Despite the concerns, john-
son said, every test conducted
to date on the quality of the

when the water is in a pipe
and then goes into 1 house,"
hesaid.

Sara Bristol, spokeswoman
for the Medford Water Com-
mission, said there is no
indication that Medford resi-
dents are drinking ynhealthful
water.

“Are we concerned about it:
Yes,"” she said. “Are we Flint:
No.” ]

Larry Rains, manager of the
‘Water Commission, statedin
aMay 26 written report, “No
Imownlead piping exists in our
system.”

The report, howevar, alsa
noted: “There are not alot of
detailed maps or records of
Piping materials or joint types
and no known lsting of loca-
tions where there used to be
lead service line connections
{pigtails}).”

“Larry has said we have no
known lines in our system,”
Bristol said, “but it's becanse
we don’t know where they
are.”

She said that the aperations
manager at the Water Com-
mission estimates that four
Pigtails have been replaced in
the past three years, but she
said the commission hasn™t
kept arecord of where andhow
tnany have been replaced.

The pigtails, which measure
from 1to 2 feet in length, are

anywhere from 3 feet o 4 feet
underground. Ore way that
technicians can determine
whether a lead pigtail exists
is to see whether a galvanized
Pipe runs on the street side of
the meter.

Bristol said that when water
sits in a line for an extended
period, it canleach out metals,

which is why the comimission
suggests flughing out the line,
“which can be done by fiushing
atoilet or taking a shower,

The amount of lead detected
in the Water Commission’s
samples has always fallen well
below the “actionlevel” deter-
mined by the EPA. The EPa
requires at least 9O percent of
the hames tested to have lead
Ievels of less than 15 parts per
billion. Inz013, the date of the
most recent satnpling, Med-
ford had 1.4 parts per billion.

The EPA requires the com-
mission to collset samples
from 30 houses built between
1982-86, which were among
the Iast to use lead solder to
connect copper pipes.

Lead pipes in older homes
can be identified by their duil
gray color. Lead js a soft metal.
If seratehed with akey or coin,
the lead pipes will turn a bright
silver color.

Nearly all homes built prior
to the mid-1980s still have
lead solder connecting copper
pipes.

Bristol said the Water Com-
mission estimates 4,000
houses in Medferd were built
befare 1950, when lead pipes
and other lead fixtures were
used in water lines,

If homeowners are con-
cerned about the water coming
out of their taps, the Water
Commission suggests they
conduct their own tests, Bris-
tol said. 7447

— Reach reporter Damian
Muannat 541-776-4476
or dmarm@mailtribune.
comm. Follow him on Twrit-
ter at wnmp. twitter. com/
reporterdse,

August, when several issnes
were {nvestigated involving
water lines botk inside and
outside the building.

“There were concerns rajsed
about the metallic taste in
the water,” said Sara Bristol,
spokeswoman for the Water
Commission,

The Water Commission’s
line -flushing practics sur-
mwnmm?mﬁmunou_uﬂ.m&g,uoma

T44.7/999

members became aware that
Some pipes containing lead
havebeenfound in the Medford
water system in recent years.
The commission is planning to
pay for a thorough analysis of
the water to determine iFthere
iz a wider problem.

‘When the Water Com-
mission heard the complaint
about the taste in jts offiees, a
test wag conducted at the tap

heir own lines

for copper levels, which were
slightly elevated but still well
below federal Environmeantal
Protection Agency limits,

To track down the source
of the copper, commission
employees went to a fire
hydrant outside the building
2nd collected a sample that
was sent to Meilsen Research

SEE WATER, A5

WATER

From Page A1

Corporation. Bristol said the
¢ity wouldn't give the com-
mission permission to test
the water at the meter, which
would have been normal
protocol,

“In order to see where the
copperwas entering the system,
we headed ocutside tp the
bydrant,” she said. *1t’s umusual
todoatest likethat.” She said she
didn't know why the city didn’t
give permission to conduct the
testat the meter.

Atestby Neilsen of the water
taken from the hydrapt Aug. 3,
2015, found lead levels exceednd
the EPA limit of 15 parts per
billiop,

The levels found at the fire
bpdrant were 46 parts per billion,
AnAng. &test showed levellevels
tropped below 15 parts per bil-
Tion, but lead fumped to 44 parts
perbillion Aug. 23.

Other testing showed iron
levels also excesded EPA fimits,
Tests condacted nside the Laus-
ann Annex all fell below EDA,
Timits, though copper levelswere
somewhat elevated.

Aconteetorunderground and
the fire hydrant were replaced,
andlearllevels dropped, aceord-
ing to additional tests, Five fire
hydrants in the area were alsg
tested, and the readings all feil
below EPA limits.

Bristol $aid the fire hydrant
issue is separate from lead

v

connector pipes called pigtails
that have been foundin the Med~
ford system. However, shesaid,
it does seern to point to other
sourcesoflead from various con-
nectorsthat conldbefoundinthe
system.

High lead levels can cause
health problems, including hea-
rological development jssues for
younrg children.

Inthemoming flushing ritual,
the commission typically rons the
tapfor20inntes during week-
days and for 30 minutes after a
weekend,

The Lausmann building has
oversized copper pipes, installed
originally to support an addition
tothe building. Asaresult, it can
takeupto 4g minutesto flush the
building’s pipesto bring residnal
chloring levels back up.

When watey sits in the pipes
toolong, chlorine dissipates and
microbe levels conld goup, but
tests done by theWater Commis-
sion detertnined no bacteria was
found in the water. The Water
Commission yecommends that
homeewners flush their lines for
30 seconds to two minutes, or
untl water runs cold, to remeve
stagnant water. Flushing a toilet
orwatering plants with the water
canaccamplish the sameresults,

Bristol said the'Watar Commis-
sion has always recommended
flushing the lines but acknowl-
edgedit hasn’t been ernphasized
for zlong time,

“The whole {ssue fell off the
‘publicradaruntitthe Fling thing,*
she said. “It's not something

‘we've been as vocal about unti!
Tecently."

Flint, Mich., has been in the
headlines recently because of
highlead levels in the water. Resin
dentsin Flint are alsoencouraged
1o fush their lines. Unlike Flint,
Medferd’s water routinely fally
well below the levels established
by the £PA as potentially harm-
ful. Bristol said the country,
ineluding Medford, typicaily
has good water, and everyone
bas gotten used totheides of not
flushing out the lines.

She szid while sending water
down the drain seems to ren
counter to conservation efforts,
drinking water makes uponlya
small fraction of overall water
Usage, with far more used for
{lushing toilets, taldng showers
and wateying yards.

The Water Cormmission also
toutinely flushes out stub lines in
the systen se the water doesn't
‘become stagnant, Bristol said,

Following the discovery of
several lead pipes and fittings
recently, the Water Commission
is preparing to conduct an anal-
ysis of the entire water system
in Mediord, Pparticularly ahout
4,000 houses built before 1950,

“The commission also plans to
conduct aseparate study oncor-
tosion of the pipes in Medford's
water systern.

~~ Reachreporter Damian Maro
at 541-776~4475 or drmarm@
mailtribune. con. Follow fim on
Twitter at unow huritter.com,/
repovierdm

———
—




Home water samples set lead records

By Brad Schinidt 744-7
The Oregonian/Oregonlive

Water collected in two
Portland-area hornes recently
logged the highest lead levels
reported locally in nearly two
decades, new testing data
cbtained by The Oregonian/
OregonLive show.

Water from a home n
Tigard recorded lead of 648
parts per billion. A home in
unincerporated Washington
County tested at 113 parts per
billion.

Ne amount of lead is con-
sidered safe. The Centers for
Disease Contyol and Preven-
tion discourages children or
pregnant women from drink-
ing water that exceeds 15
parts per billion.

Both test results came
from hemes that receive
drinking water from the Port-
land Water Bureau, which
serves nearly 1 million peo-
ple in the metre area, includ-
ing suburbs such as Gresham,
Tigard and Tualatin,

Results from the two
homes are “alarming,”
Gabriel Sclmer, a Water
Bureau spokeswoman, said in
an email. But she stressed the
results appear to be abnor-
malities and aren’t indicative
of broader problems.

The eye-popping test
results were collected in
March and April during
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Portland, OR
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semi-annual testing man-
dated by the federal govern-
ment. Solmer said officials
took immediate steps to con-
tact the wholesale provid-
ers that supplied the water,
Tualatin Valley and the city
of Tigard. Those agencies dis-
cussed the high results with
each homeowner.

Officials don’t think the
results indicate a greater
problem in high-risk homes
built between 1970 and
1985, Sclmer said. Cfficials
are required to test homes
built between 1983 and 1985,
with copper piping and lead
solder, as part of federal
cean-water rules. Portland’s
naturally corrosive water can
leach lead from that kind of
plumbing.

Pertland officials hav-
en’t seen a test higher than
98 parts per billion since
1999, results show, “The
‘two tesults are unusual and
extracrdinary,” Solmer said.

“There is no reason to
believe there area significant
number of homes with simi-
larleveis;” she added, “other-
wise we would see this type
of result more frequently”

Federal regulators require
water providers to keep lead
levels at or below 15 parts per
billion, as measured through
sampies collected at specific
homes throughout the sys-

tem. If samples from at least
10 percent of tested high-
risk homes exceed that level,
water systems must notify
the public or take steps to
reduce corrosion.

Poriland once again hov-
ered just below the federal
standard, reporting 13.1 parts
per billion fer spring testing.
0f114 samples only 8 percent
exceeded 15 parts per billion.

The resuits are “certainly
good news as it shows that
Portland’s water treatment
processes are working as
intended,” Sclmer said.

Portland most recently
exceeded the federal stan-
dard in fall 2013. In recent
years the Rose City recorded
the highest lead levels of any
large water provider nation-
ally.

Federal cofficials, in the
wake of the water crisis in
Flint, Michigan, are now
keeping closer watch on Port-
land. “We remain interested
i what more {Portland) can
do to minimize the levels of
lead at users’ taps;,” wrote
Marie Jennings, manager of
the Envircnmental Protec-
tion Agency’s regional drink-
ing water unit, in an April 14
letter to state regulators.

Portland officials say
there aze cdd circumstances
behind the two high tests.

In the first, water was col-

lectad from a bathroom fau-
cet instezd of the kitchen
sink. Five of 22 tests at the
Tigard home since 2003 pre-
viously tested high but never
more than 28 parts per bil-
licn. This test found 648
parts per billion, on par with
some tesults from Flint.

“These results indicate
that the source of lead is from
the bathroom faucet” the
Water Bureau wrote to The
Oregonian/OregonLive, “It
was strongly recommended
to the customer to not use
the bathroom faucet for con-
sumption, and the customer
was encouraged to repiace
the faucet”

At the other home, near
Cedar Mill, none of the past
five tests since 2013 excesded
15 parts per billion. The cwner
told officials he thought he
used hot tap water — which
is more likely to release lead
from plumbing or fixtures.

The owner, Michael Tran-
long, 50, said he's not worried
by the 113 parts per billion
resuit. He lives alone in the
home, which he bought in
19082,

“I haven’t really given it
that much thought.” he said,
before adding, “I'm not toa
concerned”

bschmidt@oregonian.com

503-294-7528

648 parts
ver billion

Lead level recorded in water
at a Tigard home; 15 parts per
billion is the level at which the

CDC discotrages chiidren
or pregnant women frapy
drinking water

that are higher than the limits

The Neilsen Research Corpo-
ration, which conductstesting  set by the federal Environ-

for many agencies and individ-

billion. That's 20 times the EPA

Asaresultof watertestsand  limit of 15 parts per billion.

complained about dirty water,
recent findings of lead fix-

"LEAD

SEELEAD, A5 o

mental Protection Agency,
was found to have leached out

should be made availabjetothe significant amounts of lead.

publie in the neas future.

Several lead pigtails have been

in the precess of completing  pigtail for six houss, the water
The Water Commissionalso found in Medford's system

the testing documents, which
known as a pigtail introduces
into the water and foundlevels

Then, on May z, lead levels
tance from the fire hydrant,
After thoroughly flushing

tion used for testing.

tures in its system, the Water exceeded 15 parts per billion at  uals in the Medford area, isstill After letiing water sit in the
After receiving a report of

Commission board approved a sample station a short dis-

a three-step process to deter-
Pacific Highway and foundlead  lead levels hasn't been deter-

mine the extent of the probterm  which is normaily not a loca-

in the system.

T44-7

“The corrosive water P've been concerned ab
issue I've wanfed to bring forward for years.

From Fage AL ;
—Rosie Pindiifl, water quality director at the Medford W
the city. Commissicn
The commission had previ-

ously found elevated levels of
lead at a hydrant near a city pipes because it is flexible
office building. In addition, and conld be shaped to fit the
commission staff mem- neededconnection. Highlead
bers say they now run the levels can cause health prob-
water in the building for up lems, including neuralogical
+0 30 minutes before using it development issues for young
after slightly elevated levels children.
of copper were found last  Commission staff will start
year. to pinpeint o 2 maplocations
Rosie Pindilli, water qual- where the galvanized pipes
jty director at the Water arefound. If the street has to
Commission, told the board  be dug up, it would cost 2bout

Water Commission last week
for information on ywater tests,
various concerns have come to
light about lead components
and other issues in the water
system. The Water Com-~
mission has recommended
that homeowners run drink-
ing water for 30 seconds to
two minutes after it has sat
in the pipes for an extended
period,
‘The board on Wednesday
agreed to have staff examine
meters in front of houses for
attached galvanized pipes,
an indicator that there could
be alead pigtailin the system
leading tothe main pipeinthe
street, Water Commission|
staffnoted, hawever, that the
presence of a gaivanized pipe
at ameters does not necessar-
flymeanthere is alead pigtail.
Prior to diseoveries of its

“Idon’twanttos
the educational coy
important," said Bc
a Water Commis:
member.

Corrosion con
become a big topi
water suppliers it
and in the valley.

The Oregon Dt
of Health Service
issued 2 number

Wednesday that she's been  $1,000 to determine if there  mendationsinchud
seeking a solution to treat is alead copnector. [f alead of lead pigtails, »
Medford's water and make it pigtailis found, it would cost  installed In many
less corrosive to pipes, Med- about $6,000 to dig up the tems prior to 19
ford's water is considered streetandreplaceit. recommendatiol
soft, meaning it has low con~  The Water Commissionalso  additional samplin
centrations of minerals such wants to reach out to heme-  which may have o
as calcivin and magnesium. owners and distribute fliers  tures, and corros
1t also means it is more cor-  to houses where pigtails are  treatment.
rosive to pipes, making them  suspected. In Medford, !
more susceptible to lead and
other metals leaching intothe
system.
“The corrosive water I've
een concerned about is an
issue I've wanted to bring for-
ward for years,” Pindilli mm_..ﬂ.w
Despite the potential o
mu&.am Eou»?mﬂ and copper Medford, OR
throughout Medford and {tackson Co.}
other communities, Pin- i
dilli said tests of the water Medford Mait
from Medford’s two sources (Circ. ©. 51,500)
— Big Butte Springs and the
Rogue River — both con-
tinue to show that impurities
are well below federal health rm CZ 1 8 ND ._m
limits. |
After the Mail Tribune fileda | Affen's P.C.B. Est. 1888
putblic records request with the .

The Medford Water Comt-
mission reported Wednesday  dirty water on March 15, the  the line, athird teston June 2 conducted an experiment fo  in recent years and the com-

health hazards, lead wasused
~ in pigtail connectors and other

were found in water coming atestatafirehydrant onSouth limits. The reason for the high 18-inch to 24-inch connector how many more may exist in

that high concentrationsofleat  Water Commisslon conducted  Foundleadlevels wellbelowthe determine how much lead an  mission says it does not know
oit of a pipe in south Med-

More lead found in city water system

ford in March after aresident levels exceeding 300 parts per mined yet,

One sample showed
lead levels at 20 times
the legal EPA limit

By Damian Mann

Maif Tribune

* NEW REPORTS
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Lead service lines have never been used in the
Granis Pass water sysiem, but older homes may have
pipes that contain lead in brass fittings and soider.

But the pipes in you

The Grants Pass water system is free of
lead service lines and always has been, but
the same is not necessarily true of the pipes
in your home. . ’

Public Werks Director Jason Canady
spoke with the Daily Courier this week fol-
lowing news reports that work crews in Med-
ford occasionally dig up lead connector pipes
Imown as “pigtails” in that city’s water sys-
tem.

“To the best of my knowledge, we never
installed lead service lines,” Canady said,
adding that had such pipes ever heen used
“we would have found one by now” during
routine maintenance.

" The news that pipes containing lead have
been found in the Medford water system has
prompted officials there to encourage resi-

dents to run their faucets before drinking the -

water. The Medford Water Commission,
which provides water {or the city as well as
Ashland, Central Point, Eagle Point, Jack-
sonville, Phoenix and Tatent, said it is pursu-
ing an analysis of any health risks. .

Lead in drinking water has made head-
lines recently after toxic levels were found in
Flint, Mich. Lead is a neuretoxin that causes
developmental problems in children and
health probletns in people of all ages.

There is no detectable amount of lead in

- Grants Pass water, which comes from the

Rogue River — at least, there isn't when the
city delivers it to your home,

However, Canady said the advice that
people should run their kitchen faucets for a
few seconds every morning to flush out stag-
nant water is sound, regardiess of where you
live.

That’s because many clder homes have
brass fittings and valves that have lead in
them. Lead can accumulate in water that
sits in such pipes or fixtures for long periods
of timne. :

“If you just flush that for a couple of sec-
onds, you're golden,” Canady said.

The city treats water with products such as
lime and soda ash to maintain a slight layer of

. caleium, which coats the inside of service

lines and protects the water from being in
contact with the fittings, Canady said.
_ Like all cities of its size, Grants Pass rou-
tinely tests 30 homes that have been defined
as high-risk for lead. Such testing is required
by the federal Environmental Protection
Ageney.

- The sample homes were among the last to
use lead solder, which means the pipes and
fixtures there have had the least amount of

time to build up the protective calcium coat-,
“ing, Canady said.

The eity keeps testing the same homes
every year, as required by EPA rules, to
detect any changes in the chemistry of the
water that could cause corresion, which
could then begin to pull or léach lead from
fixtures. ‘

“You can’t test every house, but if there's

rhome could have it

£y

If youjust
flush that for a
couple of
seconds, you're
golden.

Jason Canady,
Public Works director

Testing sites -

Two labs with offices in Grants Pass
. perform home tests for lead in drinking
- water. They-are: -

* GRANTS PASS WATER LAB, 964
S.E. M St

Cost is $35 per {ixture. Results in
three to five days. Special botiles and
instructions must be picked up first at
{he office. For more information, call
541-476-0733, }

* NEILSON RESEARCH CORPORA-
TION, 400 S.E. G 8. :

Cost is $38 per fixture. Results in
five days. Special botiles and instruc-
tions must be picked up first at the
office. For more information, call 541~
7705678,

a’change in the water, it would show up in
the sample homes,” Canady said.

He =aid the city has gotten “cccasional
hits” of lead at sample sites over the years
that exceed federal health Hmits, including
one in 2014 that was at 17 parts per billion —
Just over the limit of 15 paris per billion.

“Resulls are provided to the homeowners
who participate in our sampling so they are
aware of the results if they are high,”
Canady said, stressing again fhat lead has
nevel been detected in the Rogue River or in
the finished waler ai the treatment plant,

Homeowners who are curious or neivous
about the pipes and fixtures in their homes
can have their water tested by a gualified
laboratory.

There are-two such labs with oifices in
the city — Grants Pass Water Lab and Neil-
son Research Corporation. They charge $35
and $38 per fixture, respectively, Results are
available in five days.

This article includes information report- .

ed by the staffs of the Grants. Pass Daily
Courier and the Medford Mail Tribune

o
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“Tigard home found with
extremely high lead level in water

Lead came from
faucet and not from
Tigard's water

supply, city says |
7473

By GEOFF PURSINGER
The Times

A home in Tigard made
headlines this week afier it
a faucet in its home posted
Iead levels more than 40
times higher than the legal
limit, ’

The Oregonian newspaper
broke the story on Sunday as
part of a series of siories re-
lated to lead found in several
Poitiand Publie Schools build-
ings, which sparked public
outery over the past few
weeks.

The Oregonian reported
that during testing in April, a
home in Tigard was found fo
have lead levels measured at
658 parts per billion.

“That is extremely high”
sald John Goodrich, a Tigard
utility manager in charge of
the city’s water supply.

The Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention has
warned that children and
pregnant women should not
drink water with lead levels
that exceed 15 parts per bil-
lion.

Tigard and the eity of Pori-
land, which supplied Tigard’s
water until this month, con-
duct federally required fests
twice a year at older homes
which use lead and copper pip-
ing, Goodrich sald.

Many homes built hefween
1970 and 1985 included copper
piping and lead solder. Lead
golder was banned in the
19808, but water utilities are
still required to test older
homes for lead and copper
confamination.

Goodrich declined to say
who owned the home men-
tioned in the story, buf said
that the home was located
within Tigard’s city limits.

Tigard also supplies water
to the cities of Durham and
King City, as well as Bull
Mountain.

The house in guestion has
been tested many times before,
Goodrieh said, and has never
had a problem. April’s test was
conducted on a bathroom fau-
cef instead of the kitchen fau-

“Qur responsibility as
a water provider is
reducing the lead in the
distribution system.”

- Jofiit Goadrich,
Tigard utility manager

cet that is usually tested.

The city and Portland Water
Bureau immediately spoke
with the homeowner and re-
tested the faucet several times.

“When we see something
like this, we get very con-
cerned,” Goodrich said. “This
was such a high level, we want-
ed to re-test to confirm the re-
suts.”

Goodrich said that the lead
contamination came from the
faucet itself and didn’t stem
from either Tigard or Port-
land’s water system.

“I believe this was an isolat-
ed incident,” Goodrich said.
“We told the customer not to
use the bathroom sink for
drinking purposes and encour-
aged them to replace their fau-
cet.”

According to Goodrich, Ti-
gard doesn’t use lead in its wa-
ter system, buf said that some

older homes built before the
1990s did use lead solder in
water pipes, as well as in
drinking water fixtures.
“Unfortunately, we're tall-
ing about a private house-
held’s plumbing,” he said.
"“(ur responsibility as a wa-
ter provider is reducing the
lead in the distribution sys-
tem. The source water has no
lead, the distributicn system
has low risk of lead based on
type of materials we use. ...
Once water goes from the me-
ter into the household plumb-
ing, our authority ends. ...
I'rom Tigard’s standpoint,
what we do is try to monitor,
make sure that construction
practices illuminate the risk of
lead, and continue all the
things we do day-to-day to re-
deuce that risk.” :

This month, the eity
switched over to a new water
system operated by Tigard
and Lake Oswego. The two cit-
ies have been working on the
project sinee 2008.

Goodrich said that the new
system doesn’t use lead or cop-
per piping, which will greatly
lower the risk of lead or cop-
per contamination in the wa-
ter.
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Tigard turns
the taps on

Lake Oswego-
Tigard water
supply 7=~

By GEOFF PURSINGER
The Times

Last week, the city of Tigard quietly
passed a major milestone in its years-long
projeet to draw water from the Clacka-
mas River: Residents started drinking it.

On June 8, the eity began using water city-
wide from the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water
Partnership. Since 2008, the two cities have
been working on a plan to
draw water to share a joint

ﬁ%ﬁm.wgq vetween the  Most
Most Tesidents likely nmm_nm_.__”m
haven't noticed a difference ___nm_._-.
between the water the has haver’t
provided for years and the P
new water, but where that noticed a
water has come from has  diffapenee
been a major point of con- a
tention with clty leaders for  DELWEER
YERIS. e ey’ founcing the water
ince the city's foundicg, e
Tigard has purchased water .G_m n.mg has
wholesale from the city of uqccmnmn_
Portland, but said for years
. that it wanted zccess,to wa- . —..E. %am.—.m -
ter of its owin. and the
That changed in 2008
when Tigard and Lake Os- ﬂ_m_ﬂ__ _..“._m._“m_.__
wego agreed to join forces where
on a new water system for  that water
beth ecities. Under their
agreement, Lake Qswego _.—mm come
would provide the infra. from has
structure and Tigard would  hepn g
vay the lion’s share of up- .
grading the system to serve  HAJOF
hoth cities. point of
It’s the largest public in- -
frastructure project in Ti- nc._._ﬁm_._ﬁ_o:
gard’s history and has prov- with EF.
en to be controversial as
water hills rose in both cities leaders for
to pay for the project. West years.

Linn residents, meanwhile,
have objected leudly to
years of construction on the Lake Oswego wa-
ter treatment plant Jocated within their city.
Tigard supplies water to more than 80,000
customers across King City, Durham, Bull
Mountain and much ef Tigard west of Highway
217.'The rest of Tigard’s residents get their wa-
ter from the Tualatin Valley Whter District.

See WATER / Page A1

e§_§.. Will be
‘very different’

W From Page Al

Better quality, city says

Last November, the city be-
gan testing water from the
partnership with a small
neighborhood on Bull Moun-
tain.

John Goodrich, a Tigard

. utility manager in charge of
© the city’s water supply, said

that the city stopped taking
water from the city of Port-
land on June 9.

“As we go through the next
week or so, we'll be having
blended supply as Portland
water is consumed and the
new water comes info sys-
tem,” he said,

The partnership, referred
to as LOT, is expected tobe a
big improvement for the city,
Geodrich said, In the past few
years, Tigard has had a hard-
ful of boil water notices and
alerts, which the city has said
stems from problems with
thé Portland Water Bureaiw

“Portland water is very dif-
ferent than LOT watex,” Go-
odrich said. “The change will
be a good thing. We antici-
pate enhanced water guality,
including reducing exposure
to lead. That comes from us-
ing a 21st-century water
treatment plant and a new
water supply system that has

. nolead used at all in the new

supply system.”

Federally mandated tests
require the parinership to
test older homes for lead and
copper contarnination in old-
er homes which have copper
and lead piping whenever cit-
jes begin using new water
supplies. Those tests are ex-
pected in about 65 homes be-
tween September and Octo-
ber.

“It’'s very intensive sam-

pling," Goodrich said. “That
will be a baseline test, and in
six menths time, we'll resa-
mple and retest to make sure.
‘We want to make sure we are
below the action levels for
lead and copper.”

Lake Oswego did similar
tests in 2013 on their portion
of the system, Goodrich said.

“They found Lake Oswego
is an optimized system, based
oh their water quality reports
each year. They have a very
low risk of lead and copper
based on their sampling,” he
said.

Court to hear WRD
case next moath

Despite last week's mile-
stone, there’s still some work
to do.

{onstruction continues on
some parts of the project and
an Oregon court has yet to
make its Tiling on the preject.
For years, the project has
been in 2 legal battle with Or-
egon WaterWateh, which
claimed that the project en-
dangered fish in the river

In 2014, the Oregon Court of
Appeals ruled that the Ore-
gon Water Resources Depart-
ment needed to provide fur-
ther evidence and reasoning
to show that allewing Lake
Oswego to take that much wa-
ter from the river would not
hamm protected fish,

Project leaders have said
repeatedly that the court's de-
cision won’t impact the proj-
act greatly and has backup
plans in place should reduced
water withdrawals frem the
river be required.

A hearing on that topic is
expected next month with the
Office of Administrative Hear-
ings. It’s unclear when the
court will make a ruling on
those findings.

PN

“As we go through the next week or so, well '
be having hlended supply as Portland water is
gonsbmed and the new water comes into system.”

— John Goodrich, Yigard utility manager _
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Creighton Nevin, front, and Jo2 Watson of the Medtord

: N ; -
Walter Commission check melers Monday for galvanized pipe on Wesl Ei

Workers find possible indications of lead pipes in west Medford

By Damian Mann
Mal{ Tribune

An inspection of 317 water nieters in
west Medford on Monday uncovered
clues at 15 houses of the possibliity of
lead pipes, which will require some
street excavalion and water quality
testing.

Armed with that information, the
Medford Water Gorumission plans to
dig up the sireet outside the homas near

Columbus Avenue and Main Street te
see if lead pipes, known as piptails, con-
nect the water service to the main Jing
inthe street.

"Wa're going to tiy to gat them
cut as quickly as we can,” said Sara
Hristol, spokeswoman for the Water
Commission.

On Monday, four Medford Water
Commission workers began roaming
the streets of west Medford, where
they popped cpenmetess, shooed away

spiders and looked for galvanized pipes,
which are a telltale sign that short, lead
connector pipes, known as plgtails,
might be located near the main water
service from the street.

The {ssue came up last week after
Lwo separate tests found pigh lead levels,
inclnding onein downtown Medford and
another on South Pacific Avenue near
Chaslotie Ann Road.

SEEPIPES, A2 \/

PIPES

Fram Page Al

After locking at more watex
melers between Fourthand 10th
streets Lo the east of Columbus
Avenue, Water Commission
crews found six galvanized “steet
horas,” which split to serve two
meters each, feeding atotalof1z
houses,

Workers also found another
threesingle galvanized lines that
gotothreehouses.

“We're going to go back with
equipment and dig around 2 bit
more,” Bristof sald. “We zre
offering freetesting at thehomes
where we find the lead plgtails.”

When a galvanized pipe is
found, the Water Commis-
sion provides a blue flyer to the
affected hameowner that states:
“It has been determined that
the water service to your home
is made of galvanized pipe, This
indiratesthereis ahighlikelilicod
that aleadpiglali existsinthesez-
vice line leading to your meter.”

Four lead pigtails have been
replaced In the past three
years, according to the Water
Commission.

Brlstel said the goal is 10
Jacate each meter on a map and
describethe type of fitting found
underground.

Most of the fittings found on
Monday were copper o some
other newer siyle of fixluve,

“They want to make quick
progress on mapping, partica-
Jarty to find if there is galvanized
pipe,” she gaid,

Tlie Water Conunission esti-
mates about 4,000 houses in
older neighborhioods in west
Medford and east Medford will
havetobeinspected.

‘The houses in1 question have

beenbuilt priorto1946 wheniead
pigtails were instalied, though
many have been replaced over
the years. Other lead fittngs,
including pipes withleadused to
seal twosectlonsof pipetogether,
may alsobelocated under sireets,

Flyers are also being handed
out toalert curious homeowners
that the Waler Commission is
surveying older neighborhoods,

Tnaddition, many older homes
inay havelead Bxturesinside the
wallsorinafaticet, whichwould
bethehomeowner's responsibil-
ity torepiace.

The comsmission previously
found elevated levals of lead
at a hydrant near a city office
building,

Cemmission staff members
say they now run the water in
thebuilding ferupto 30 minutes
before uslng it after slightly ele~
vated levelsaf capper were found
lastyear.

Afterreceivingareport of dirty
water on March 15, the Water
Commission condueted a test at
a fire hydrant on South Paeiflic
Hiphway and found lead levels
exceeding 300 parts per billion.
That's 20 times ¢he EPA lait of
15 parts per billion.

Prior to discoveries of its
health hazards, lead was used
in pigtail connectors and other
pipes because it is flexible and
could be shaped tafit the needed
connection.

High lead levels can cause
health problems, including neu-
rological development issues for
youngchildren and healthprob-
Jeins for pregnant woinen.

T44-T
~ Reachveporter Demion Mann
at §42-776-4476 or dmann@
mailtribune,com. Foltow hirmon
Thritter al wunun fwilter.com/
reporterdm.




Milwaukie
water leaves
bad taste in
residents’
mouths

Tests show city
water supply is safe
fo drink despite foul

By PAUL KOBERSTEIN

What's up with the water
In the city of Milwaukie?

Many resilenis say ithas a
foul taste and aroma that make
it undriniable, City officials in-
sist that it &s safe —but only
after it passes through a spe-
cial waier freatment system.

Milwaultie draws afl of its
water fromn seven wells focated
around the city, At five of these
wells, tests show that it is rid-
dled with potentially unsafe
levels of carcinogenic ingusiri-
al wastes, says Fomn Paltee, a
groundwater expert with the
Oregon Health Authorliy, a
state agency that cversees the
safely of drinking water.

However, Patlee says the
cily [restment systen: is sue-
cessin at stripping out the in-
purities, and that the health
ageney has found that the wa-
ter is safe fo drink when i¢ ar-
rives at people’s hames.

‘That doesn't mean 1t suits
everyone's tnste.

"“When I started tasting that
waler, | started getting my wa-
ter elsewhere,” says Anthouy
Galtardo, whe until recently
fived near the Waverley Coun-
try Club on the west end of the
city. “It's just nasty”

But the taste is not the wa-
ter's anly czlling card. “T did
nofice an cdor when 1 put it in
my daughter’s haunidifier
when she was sick,"” says Ra-
chel Leising, who recently

wmoved from Milwankie after
living there for six months, “Tt
was nauseous. It was not
pleasant. it was ckemical”

Leising says she used Lo glve
it to her cat, but stopped doing
50 affer it “croded some of the
glaze” on a plate she had put
under the wateyr bowl.

Some residents say its most
disagreeable feature is the res-
idue it leaves behind in the toi-
let.

“It Ioft a black funky ring in
the tollet that was hard to get
off,” Gallardo says. “We'd be
serubbing away at it every oth-
er day.”

The oldest of Mitwaukie's
seven welts is failing, and two
are due to be replaced in the
next two years. Built from 1936
to 2008, the wells tap an agui-
fer known as the “Troutdaie
Fermation”™ and range in depth
from: 290 to 481 fect. On a sum-
mez day, the city draws upto 5
miltien gallons.

1n 1988, reuting mwonitoring
discovered that the aquifer is
contaminated with unsafe lev-
als of {rickloroethylene
(TCE) and perchlorcethylene
(PCE}, which are industriat sol-
vents. Tiny concentrations of
two other pollutaids, tetrachlo-
roethylene and dichloreethyf-
une, also hinve been found, ac-
cording to the Oregon Depazt-
ment of Bavirenmental Quali-
ty.

The city took the seven
wells out of service soon after
the contamination was discov-
cred and purchased water
from Pertiand, Milwaukie buift
two aeration treat tiplant
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years, but its vertical travel
Milwaukie officials say that :

the pollution from Precisien

Castparts does not pose an

tally about one mile over 10
time {5 unknown.

ported on April 7 that a near-
polluting a much shallower

and several other entities. In by manufzcturer, Precision
Cagstparts Corp., has been

Providence Health Systems
2007, the city reached a
$200,000 combined seftlement
with Staniey and Providenee.
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immediate threat to the ci
1y may become 2 problem and

carcigogenic wastes found at

much deeper levels less than
The DEQ’s sampling of

groundwater under the Preci-

aquifer with the same type of
a mile away.

The DEQ says it is conduct-
ing 12 different investigations

of the groundwater contarni-
nation in the Milwaukie ar-

ating expenses, to remove the

contamination from the

groundwater. It placed the
“wells back in service in 1991.

Pattee says groundwater in  [learn more, it m;

that PCE concentrations have the Precision Castparts plant,
that area can travel horizon-

been at levels that exceed
at least a decade and are ris-

sion Castparts twin plants at
4600 S_E. Harney St. show
drinking water standards for
ing.

, 3 Haa
gokge S52¢
BEoHe 229
PHa%8 TEgE
EegEr 2EZR
3] e
i) m’ggrx
uf2d aEdE
L a1t H?.ﬁﬂ)
WEEBES 25y R
28 8gighdy
s RHA8L 86l
=
2«9{’82} EEdy
e EEEEEL
=EsgEE S8 aY
<H222EEET .
w8 L a 223

Don Simonser, the city's
water guality cocrdinator,

contamination, although they tive material.

have identified about 200 po-
tential sources. I 2002, the

clty filed suit against tool
manufacturer Stanley Works,

city has heen fully certain

- says neither the DEQ nor the
who is responsible for the
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“Canhy Utllw trotting out water filter program

i

Canby Utlhty has a‘home
water fifter program coming
July 1.

Tnder {he new program,
water customers can submit a
paid receipf or proof of pur-
chase to Canby Utility and re-
ceive a ene-fime rebate of $25,
‘I'his yebate will be paid to the
applicant by way of a ufifity
bill rredit.

“This new home water fiiter
promotion was approved by
the (Canby Utility) board to
encourage water customers to
purehase a home water fitter

system ns & measure to im-
prove the faste of their drink-
ing water in their homes,” said
General Manager Dan Mur-
phy. “Since we have oceasion-
ally experienced an unpleas-
anf taste and oder from harm-

less algae conspounds, Gees-
min and MIB, in cwr Molalla
River source water, we have
received a lot of feedback from
our community.

Many have told us that
when the taste and odor prob-
lem is present, they find that
drinking water that they have
filiered with Lheir Brita car-
bon filter or their filiered re-
frigerator dispenset iruiy
makes a noticeable difference
and almost completely re-
moves the taste of the algae
by-products. So, we wait fo
spread the word on this mea-
suve as & way that customers
can ilzprove the taste when
that prnhlem with our water
ocewrs,”

Canby Utility customers
who have hought a waler fil-

ter can bring their receipt or
proof of purchase into the of-
fice at 154 NW Hirsi Ave. and
apply for the §25 rebate begin-
uing July 1,

Customers will qualify for
the 325 rebate for a new water
filier purchase, for a previous
water flter purchase, or for
purchase of a repiacement fil-
{er cartridge for their filtra-
tion system.

Canby Utility also will pro-
vide a rebate of up fo $200 for
quatifying coinmerciat water
customers who fnvestina
conumnercial water filiration
system or for the cost of re-
pack of an exisling eonymer-
cial water filter systems.

For more information cail
the Canby Diility office at 508-
266-1156, P
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Water crew search leads to lead
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jon displays an examnpfe of a lead

and Main Street this week look-
ing for galvanized pipes attached

to the street side of water

‘Pigtail’ pipe cnntdmmg
lead was casrying
water to six hoines

By Damian Mann
Matl Tribune

Alead pipe providing water
to six residences was found
in Medferd Wednesday on
Oakdale Avenue neaz Central
Medford Higl, a discovery that
could point to more widespread
probiemsin the city system.

Wednesday's discovery was
the fourth lead pipe known as
a“pigtait” that has been found
over the past fewmenths in the

MAIL TRIBUNE S city, Over the past three years,

the Medford Water Comimis-
sion has found five pigtails,
relatively short pipes that con-
nect the main water line to the
service line going to the meter.

8ara Bristol, spokeswoman
for the Medford Water Com-
smisston, said her ageney would
ke to test the water prior to
removing the 18- to 24-inch
pigtail on Oakdale.

The lead pipe connects to
the meters for two propertiss,
which contain sixunits. Before
the Water Commission can
take a sample to tes{ the water
at thse 1ap, the water must sit in
the pipes for at least six hours.
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Medford officials ramp up water testing in wake of lead pipe discoveries

By Datrizn Mann
Mail Tribune

44T

pipes in Medford's water system

last week, officials say they have
iaunched an all-out effort to identify
any suspicions pipes.

That's not necessarily good enough
for some city residents, who have
their own suspicions about the lead
discoveries.

“I think there’s mora to this than
people are yeady to *fess up to,” said
Chuck Gates, a 78-year-old who for
44 years has lived on South Oakdale
Avenue, near where alead pipe ser¢ -
ing six homes was found last week,

He saidhe's puzzled by zletter from
the Medford Water Commission he
received last week indicating a lead
pipe was removed from the street
and replaced with a copper pipe. But
he said it appears that he was notified
after the work was already done.

Larry Rains, Medford Water Com-
mission manager, said the work on
Oalkedale took place some months
ago, prior to new protocols at his
agency that now require homeown-
ers be notified prior to removal of 2

lead pipe. In addition, Rains said, his
agency is offering free testing at the
tap prior to removal,

Previously, the Water Commis-
ston’s policy was to remove the
#0-called lead pigtails as they found

“ ollowing the discovery of lead

- MWC water mains
_ 1946 and eatlier

i Medford Water Commission crews are

the areas marked by the red lines on,
this ¢ity map.

[ BeailLn.

— searching for evidance of lead pipes in

TESTING RESULTS

Follewing are water test results for
samples taken at the Mail Tribune
office, 111 N. Fir 5., and a simpli-
fied test of a sample collected

by the Mail Tribune from a Bear
Creek Park drinking fountain. The
chart shows EPA Iimits for various
impurities or conditions and the
resuits from the local testing. None
of the test results exceeded the A,
limits. Tests preparad by Meilson
Research Corporation.

11 N, Fir St, Medford
Analysis EPAfimRt_Mecford

Cadmium 0,005 ND
Chromium 0.1 KD
Copper 13 0.789
Hardness 250 388
Iron 0.3 0.0185
Lead 0015 00007
Nickel 01 0.002
Zlnc 50 0.110

— RESULTS IN MILLIGRAMS PER LITER.
ND=NON DETECT

BEAR CREEK PARK
Lead 0.045 0.00105
Copper i3 0.140

them without notifying residents,
Rains said.

Digtails like the one found on Oak-
dale Avenue, near Central Medford
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Sources: Medfard Water Commission; maps4ncws.com/mHERE
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High last week, are 18- to 24-inch
flexible lead pipes installed prior to
1646 that connected the main wafer
lineto the sexvice line that leads to the
water meter,

The Oakdale pipe was the fourth
pigtail found in the past few months,
and the fifth in the past three years,
Ag aresult of the discoveries, the
‘Water Commission has stepped up
efforts to find more pigtails by focus-
ing onwater meters services that are
in areas of the ¢ity where water lines
werg jnstalled prior to 1946.

About 5,000 service meters will
be checked gver the coming weelks
inwest and east Medford, with most
of the focus area between downtown
and Columbus Avenue to the west
and downtown and Black Oak Drive
tothe east.

Ofthe 450 meters checked so far
last week, 36 will require further
investigation to determine if there's
2 pessibility of alead pigtail.

As theyfind lead pigtails, the com-
missionwill conduct water testsat the
customer's tap to determine if lead
levels are higher than action levels
set by the U.8. Environmental Pre-
tection Agency. Water Commission
officials say Prévious tests on pigtails
skowed they couldraise lead content
above the levels set by the EPA.

“0ur goal is to investigate every

SEE LEAD, A3
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peasiblelocation and if we find
one, wewill get rid of it,” Raing
said.

Gates said he was going to

“We're concarned, but we
haven'thad anyred flags yet,”
Central Point Mayor Hank
‘Willlams said. *We have had
lots of citizens call to say they
worry about it.”

So far, he said, Central Point
hasn't npcovered the kinds of
problems that have been dis-
covered in Medford, which

talce the Water G up
on its offer to offer a free test
of the water at his tap, He's
alse concerned thete may be
lead pipes in hishouse but said
none of his family members

‘have shown any signs of health

problems related to lead,

According to the Oregon

Health Authority exposure to
drinking water that has preater
than 15 parts per billion of lead
over lobg perfods of time can
delay chiidren's physical or
mental development, decrease
1Q.in children, cause kidney
problems, increase blood pres-
sure and inerease the risk of
cancer.

Even though local water
agencies might be delivering
water that started out lead-
free, the Health Authority
cautions that water aut of a tap
canstil] contain high levels of
lead from contact with house~
hoid pipes or other pipes in
the system. Medford's water
routinely passes water qual-
ity inspections with fiying
colors, as did two tests sub~
ritted by the Mall Tribune
te water testing lab Neilson
Research Corporation. The
test samples, taken from the
Mail Tribune office and from a
drinking fountainin Bear Creak
Park, prodoced no results in
any of the areas analyzed that
exceeded EPA-sanctioned

levels.

Nevertheless, the discover-
ies of a handfu) of lead pipes
seattered about the city, along
with two tests that registered
high Ievels of iead, has raised
concerns,

Those concerns are evident
even in the Water Comrnis-
sion offices in the Lausmann
Annex near City Hall, Water
tests there showed high levels
of copper and a test of anearby
fire hyrdrant showed highlevels
of lead. Now, every work
morzing, a Water Contmission
employee lots the water run for

about 30 mihutes in an oifice
faucet before anyone drinksit.

Leigh Johnson, Water Com-
mission board chairmazn, said
his beard wants to figure out
how significant the lead-pipe
issue 13 in Medford and has
instructed staffto pull out all
the stops te figure it out.

“This is not about money,”
he said. “We'll dowhatever it
takes to male it right.”

Medford conld have other
sourges of lead in its pipe
system including lead soider
Jointsused in clder pipes, 2 sit~
uation that could be uncovered
in ather cities. Otherlsad con-
nectors conld also be in water
systems.

As the Water Comtmission
steps up efforts to investigate
lead pipe issues, other cities
that alsorely on Medford water
are checking their own water
systems,

ineludes tests that found high
lead levels at two specific sites,
including the hydrant near City
Hall,

Williams said Central Point
wasasmall town when the lead
pigtails were being installed in
Medford's water system, Asa
result, he doesn't think there
is & problem, though he did
acknowledge there could be
concern about pipes with lead
joints,

“Thereis no evidence those
lead pigtail type pipes used
weyre In Central Point," Wil-
lizms said,

That doesn’t mean water
quality issues invelving the
Water Commission won't
affect Central Point and most
ather cities in jackson County
= all of whom depend on water
from Big Butte Springs and the
Rogue River, which is deliverad
to them through the Medford
agency.

‘Thelocal water sources used
by the commission — aspe-
clally from the springs — are
relatively free of impurities,
but the water is considered
soft. That's great for washing
clothes or dishes but bad for
plpes. Soft water is actually a
corrosive that eats away at the
“bioflm” or caleium deposit
that can be seen on the inside of
apipe. In Flint, Mich, , 2 similar
problem arose when officials
switched water supplies to 1

CONTINUING COVERAGE: LEAD PIPES
Testing lab says lead more
often found in hornes

Over the yaars, lead and
other toxic sUbstances
routinely have been found in
water samples in Sauthern
Oregon and the restof the

ice president
and chief financial officer

of Nedlson Research Corp.

in Medford, estimates that
about 1 102 percent of the
samples raceivad over the q ,
years have lead abave the Ea oy e

action Jevel of 16 parts per oer

billlon set by the federal Envi- gnaﬁ_.:___zmwﬁauwﬂan

ronmantal Protaction Agency.  Cooperation, tests water from
The high levels are not scheols for comtainmestts on Thars-

usually the result of water day, DALY TIDINGS / JAMIE LUSCH
supplies, however, sald
Ramsay, whose company
provides water testing for
customers ranglag from

Education. That came after
the Portland Publlc Schaols”
had conducted tests over

corporations and public the past seven years that

agencies to individual revealed high lead levels

homegwners. that weren't disclosed to the
“| dont think the com- publle.

munity understands that The Medford School

the lead plpes are in thefr District tested most of Its

homes.” she sald, water foctures between
Meilsan has sen 3 flood 2006 and 2008, At that time,

tests at Jefferson Elemen-
tary ravealed unacceptable
|ead favels of 0.015 ta 0.017

of samples pouring in from
schoats, well owners and now
Tocal residents atarmed at 5to
recent reports of lead pipes grams, resulting ina
in Medford's water system as  replacement of the school's
well 25 tests that showed high  plumbing systen. Slnce then,
[evels of lead In the waterat It has implemsnted a more
two lacatlans in Medford, rigorous testing system and
Glder homes have connes-  has not turned up additional
tions, even faucets, thatmay  problems. Other districts
have lead i them, Ramsay in the valley alsg say thelr
said. Even the aerator atthe  water tests have come back
faucet can collect lead and with passing grades.
should be cleanad regularly, Since the discovery of the
Ramsay sald her private lead pipes in lts system, the
company can'tdiscuss confi-  Medford Water Commi on
dentiai sampling that might  has recommended local resi-
have been dbne on individual  dents run their water for 30
homes or nelghborhoods, seconds to two minutes prior
The same confidentiality to drinking if the vater has
pokicy applies to govern- been sitting in the pipes far
ment agencies and school an extended period of

districts. Lead {5 alsa not typically
Local schoot districts are found in well water, thaugh

having their sehool other toxlc substances such

Ings’ water tested following s arsenic are aczn. local

aracommendation from the samples, Ramsay said,

Oregon Health Authority

and Oregan Departnent of —Damian Mann

i tarce that water to make it less corre-
Tenthed from xad le stve. Tt's not uicommen —
Salem, officials began treat-
i it 10 years

To correct the problem, EEon.ﬁ water abou
water agencies can treat the 2gosoit wouldn't leachmetals

eached iron and lead out of
pipes.

“We’re concerned, but we
haven't had any red ilags
yet. We have had tots of
citizens call to say they
worry about it.”

—Hank Williams,

Central Point mayor

out of pipes, according to city
spokesman Mike Gotterba.
Alsa, the city will test a
resident’s water if there is 2
concern about quality, ﬂo wu.ﬁ.

Matt Brinldey, interim city
mapager in Phoenix, mumm.»
recent discussion with Publie
Works officials indicated there
haven't been any pigtails found
by city crews in about the last
1§ years. That doesn't mean
Homeowners are necessarily
inthe clear, however.

“They (the pigtails) prob-
ably wounldhave beenreplaced
for pre-1950s houses, but you
don’t know," he said. “Any-
body concerned should get an
end-of-tap sample.”

So far, the testing done ona
sampling of the older houses
has indicated Jead levels below
the amounts set by the EPA.
However, he said, the city may
decide toincrease the sampling
beyond the 20 houses required
bythe EPA.

Brinkley also said that many
houses in his comnunity don't
have backflow preventers,
which could allow arasidence's
water to flow back into the
system,

Tu Ashland, Public Works
crews report they haven't
seen the kind of issues found
in Madford.

“No one has seenl 4 Jead ser-
vice orlead pigtails,” said Mike
Faught, Public Works director
inAshland,

The city does have older gal-
vanized lines, but those nes
are connected to the main
water line with non-lead lines,
Faught sajd.

As with other cities in the
vallay, Ashland's water has

always come back with m_uon
readings, based on require~
ments established by the EPA,
Faught said.

dmwﬁm other cities in the
valley, Ashland has its own
water source, thoughitcantap
into Medford Water Commls~
sion's water in ah eMeTEncy.

Ta4-7

—Reachreporter Daran

in Mannat 542-776-4476 or

dmamm@maittribune.cont.
Follow him on Twitter at wnrw.
turitter.com/reporterdm.

Medford, OR
{Jackson Co.)
Medford Mail
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Reservoir 4,
shown I its
survent state, -
will be Infilled in
becoma a
Towland
bioswale.

TRIBURE FH6T0:
JULES ROGERS

The new reservoir will be functional and seismically sound

section of Washington
Park that has long heen
cordoned off to visiiors
has mitlion-doliar plans
for useful reitvigoration.
‘The 120-year-old Washington
Park Reservoivs 3 and 4 ave slated

for selsmic and tong-term fntprove-

menis, which

veg oy DY JULES
The project,

slated to span R‘)GEHS

cight years

with a maxi-

mum approved cost of $152 million,

will be completed by ioffman Con-

siruction Company. The preject is

part of the Porliand Water Bu-
reau’s Capital Improvement Pro-
gram, funded by revenue bond pro-
ceeds paid back with the utllity
ratepayers' fund.

Tltimately, Reservoir 4 will be
disconnected frem the public
drinking water system and trans-
formed into a lowland habitat bio-
swale, Reservoir 3 will be under-
groung, maintain the histerie
drinking water fumction and be
seismically engineered {o with-
stand landslides and major earth-
quakes.

‘The site will feature two beawti-
ful ubove-ground refAecting pools

above beth reservoirs with ornate
mini-waterfalls surrounded by
walking paths.

Feedback from the Community
Sounding Board, neighborhood
groups, the pablic and the Historie
Landmarks Comission was taken
into aceount, and much of the his-
toric eharacteristics will be re-
tained.

Ancient Eandslide

The four major drivers of this
projects are aging facilities, seis-
mic vulnerability, long-term en-
hanced surface water treatment
and the Washington Park ancient

tamdslide, which has continuousiy
damaged the reservoirs since they
were originally
constructed.

The Jandslide,
beginning at the
Japanese Gardens
ghnost 2 haif-mite
stphill, bas been
Known to slip 15
inches in a year,

“I'he 18%3-1894
original was built
into fhe existing
landstide, It was rot the right
shupe, it cut inte the hill,” said Dan
Togan, the preject manager in de-

HOBAN

sign and geotech eugineer with the
City. "It acitvated the landstide. To
build at this site, we had to figure
ont how to deal with that.”

With the seismic improvement
plans came the idea to physically
shift the reservoir over, out of the
toe of fhie landsilde.

“Phe landslide comes injo aboul
half the reservoir. When we start-
ed digging (in 1894), it siarted mov-
ing on us,” said Teresa Eliictt,
chief engineer at {he Portland Wa-
{er Bureait. “We're noving it 10
{eet out of the slide, and that is
enough.”

The west side of the reservol’
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eaning up into the landslide has
1een replaced more than-once
since the ‘708, as has the lizer,
whicls is visibly thicker in places.

“You can see signs of the land-
stide: tensions in the original wall
né 2 the tenuis courts,” Hogan
said. “We're puiting soil back in
ilace as a buttress te slow it down
o try to stop it, but den’t have
jpace 1o move if back ... The land-
dide gees up at & seveu- to I1-de-
ree angle, and the Japancse Gar-
Jen sits on top of the slide.”

The galehouse that sits on the
"ocks ltas seen very little move-
nent, acting as a buttress against
he slide. The project can’ stop
he iandslide, but will slow the
novement and isclate the reser-
odr from it.

seismic improvements

“They're lengthy,” said Geofl
Chiristie, the starting field superin-
endent with Hoffmar, of the seis-
iie mprovernents.

His job is day-to-day coording-
ion with subcontractors, who are
ret to be pinned down. Heffman
:lans to have a team of five includ-
ng a praject engineer, guality con-
ret engineer and a safety engi-

180T

“We warked
wetty cxtensively
o come up with a
ackage knowing
he landstide is
here,” Chiristie
seid. “Onee the res-
TVOIr area is com-
sete we'll set up
nonitoers during
eltiement, we'll
‘ome oul and doen-
nent the whole bwo-year period.”

That’s the seitlement peried;
rom Jauuary 2028 {o December
021, there is a plan for a pause in
onstruetion to allow soil fo con-
ofidate.

Areas of the roads dircetly above,
‘vuthwest Sherwood Boulevard and
‘oulhwest Sacajawea Boulevard,
sill be clesed for 18 months as they
ild fromn above down.

nstead of filling the leftover
pace in the tow of the landslide
Jilh soil, Hogan plans to use Geo-
»am, a lightweighl maierial also
'sed in the light rail along the
readway Bridge. :

“Engineered styrofoam will
gilish and put a uniform load
ek fower (thun the current
ressure),” Hogan said. “Other
hings we did sefsmically for the
ew reservoil are using more cof-
rete and steel.”

fan details
“As far as what we're going to

o, we'll set the fencing up, clear
1e area, build shoring wall runs

CHRISTIE

COURTESY: GHTY B PORTLAND

May-September 2018: Eary site
areparation work, including con-
struction fencing installation,
placement of mobile field offices,
reg/vegetation clearing, and ero-
slon control measures.

September 2016-Decembaor
2019: Major eathwork and
Reservoir 3 construction.

Janyary 2020-Decembaor 2021
A tWwo-year pause in conslraclion,
allewing sclls to consolidate to
reduce any vertical movement
that would affect the reflecting
poo! and other surtace fealuies,

January 2022-Dacember 2023
Constructicn of interpretive fea-
1ures, inciuding the twe reflecting
pools.

Source: Portland Water Burcat

elearing, disconhection of reservoir
inlot and outlet piping, removal of
the Welr building and the stilling
tank inside Gatehouse 4, aml the

Renderings show plans for an above—ground reflecting pook aboye the underground reseevoin

up to the road grade and ereate Reservoir 4 — a plan by Heffman poois. The grand stairease will ai-  cut and cap of old piping.

bench height sidewalk around the  that will save 60 percent of the so be removed and replaced. When completed, the new reser-
reservoly,” Christie sasd. project’s total truckloads from “IL'lE be g habitat functionat for voir is supposed to supply water to

T'he team will remove the old street traffic. nature, critters and birds,” Hogan  all downtown businesses and resi-
fence ané fix it up, replacing it in Reservoir 4 will be filted in to said of the reservoir 4 site. dents, the Oregon Zoo, more than
the end. become & lowland habitat. Both From July lo Sepiember this 40 parks, six-hospitais and 2¢ pub-
* The 80,060 cubic feet of materi- gatehouses will be kept as wellas  year, work Includes erosion con- lie schools. Compiction is slated

als that wiil be dug up {o move Pump Station 1, and hoth reservoir  trod, eonstruction fence installation,  for 2023, with the reservoirs opera-

Reservoir 8 wiil be wsed to fill in sites will have surface refiecling tree and vegetation inspectior and  tional by 2020,




