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EPA Announces Decision on the
Lead and Copper Rule Revisions
About a year ago, EPA adopted the long awaited Lead and Copper Rule 
Revisions.  However, the incoming Biden Administration chose to suspend the 
rule until it could be further reviewed. After extensive stakeholder input, EPA 
decided to let the rule become effective so that requirements for Community 
and Non-Transient Non-Community (NTNC) Public Water Systems (PWSs) to 
conduct and submit lead service line inventories by October 16, 2024, would 
proceed without delay. EPA indicated that other provisions in the rule would be 
amended in a forthcoming Lead and Copper Rule Improvements Rule, to be 
promulgated by October 16, 2024. In the near-term, EPA is urging affected 
PWSs to focus their attention on completing the Lead Service Line inventories 
since this information is critical to meeting a national goal of timely removal of 
all lead service lines. EPA is expected to release lead service line inventory 
guidance soon.

In Oregon, DWS recommends that Community and NTNC PWSs begin 
planning for the required inventory and start compiling available records. The 
inventory must include both public and private sides of the service line. 
Excavation or potholing will not be necessary but the inventory must be 
evidence-based. Oregon adopted prohibitions on lead in plumbing in July 
1985, so service lines installed after that date can be presumed to be non-
lead. Some states have allowed statistical sampling/identification of service 
line materials rather than requiring verification of each service line. DWS is 
evaluating a statistical approach and will be providing further guidance to 
PWSs on acceptable inventory methods once we receive guidance from EPA.



announced its decision in a December 16, 2021, Federal Register notice. EPA

New Rules for Oregon Very Small
Systems
New streamlined rules (OAR 333-061-0100) went into effect January 1, 2022, for 
Oregon Very Small (OVS) water systems serving 4 to 14 service connections 
and commercial or public premises used by 10 to 24 people at least 60 days per 
year. These systems have been renamed from “Non-EPA” or “State Regulated.” 
The new rules retain the most important elements for public health protection and 
are more achievable for water suppliers with limited resources. OVS systems that 
transition to a different classification are subject to additional requirements 
including construction standards.

Monitoring schedules will be viewable in drinking water data online soon. OVS 
system regulatory oversight will continue to be provided primarily by local county 
health departments and the Oregon Department of Agriculture.

Emergency Response and Planning 
Requirements
As of January 1, 2022, DWS has new emergency response and planning
requirements (OAR 333-061-0064) for all Community and Non-Transient Non-
Community (NTNC) water systems in Oregon. DWS still recommends that
Transient and Oregon very small systems maintain an emergency response plan,
but it is no longer a requirement for these systems.

All Community and NTNC water systems serving 3,300 people or fewer are
required to develop and maintain an emergency response plan for
reasonably anticipated emergencies. Existing plans may already meet
these criteria.

Requirements for Community water systems serving more than 3,300
people have been updated to align with America’s Water Infrastructure Act
(AWIA), which requires a risk and resilience assessment and emergency
response plan based on the findings from the assessment. Some Oregon-
specific provisions have been added.

See DWS’s Emergency Preparedness and Planning website for further
guidance and resources.

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/RULES/Documents/pwsrules.pdf#page=321
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/RULES/Documents/pwsrules.pdf#page=276
https://www.epa.gov/waterresilience/awia-section-2013
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PREPAREDNESS/Pages/emergency.aspx


Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
Enhances Oregon DWSRF
On November 15, 2021, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (H.R. 3684), 
commonly referred to as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) was signed into 
law. BIL is a federally funded infrastructure package covering multiple critical 
infrastructure sectors throughout the U.S., including drinking water. The law 
provides the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with grant funds that 
can be appropriated to states for investments in drinking water infrastructure.

OHA and its partner Business Oregon have formed a workgroup to discuss and 
strategize plans for program priorities and implementation. BIL appropriations are 
expected to not only increase Oregon’s existing base Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF) program, but also will include extra stimulus funding 
for infrastructure improvements and potential funding in the areas of lead service 
line replacements and emerging contaminants. More information will be provided 
in the coming weeks and months as OHA and Business Oregon prepare to 
announce more details.

Find details about the law here. The drinking water language is at Division E –
Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure. Helpful information can also be 
found on EPA’s BIL – Water Infrastructure Investments webpage.

The DWSRF provides low-cost loans to community and nonprofit non-community 
public water systems for planning, design, and construction of drinking water 
infrastructure improvements. Repayment terms are favorable and all projects 
receive part of the loan as principal forgiveness. Many different kinds of projects 
are eligible, including (among others) treatment, seismic and security 
improvements and service line replacements. Go here for more information.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf#page=707
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Finfrastructure%2Fwater-infrastructure-investments&data=04%7C01%7CPaula.j.rich%40dhsoha.state.or.us%7C4bd4b5d83b764f79fbd808d9e1be6a51%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C637789030927000443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0Mb2hRgMBf%2F4%2BmBGcr6rrjQK%2FNz%2BzY%2FStWANezdOHpY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2F117%2Fplaws%2Fpubl58%2FPLAW-117publ58.pdf%23page%3D707&data=04%7C01%7CPaula.j.rich%40dhsoha.state.or.us%7C4bd4b5d83b764f79fbd808d9e1be6a51%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C637789030927000443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=V5BV08737JuLxGZiElTO%2FdxaQKzburNJik5b5996VlM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure/water-infrastructure-investments


 















Training Opportunities
Find information about free trainings, webinars and CEUs on the Operator
Certification Training Opportunities web page at
www.healthoregon.org/dwtraining.

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/OPERATIONS/Documents/ospcriteria.pdf


You can view or update your subscriptions, password or email address at any time 
on your User  Profile Page. All you will need are your email address and your 
password (if you have selected one). 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the Oregon Health Authority and the 
Oregon Department of Human Services. 

If you have any questions about this service,  please visit the GovDelivery user 
support website.

Contact Drinking Water Services
info.drinkingwater@dhsoha.state.or.us or 971-673-0405

See the Drinking Water web page for updated staff phone numbers and
email addresses. 

This email was sent to Email Address from the Oregon Health Authority or Oregon Department of Human Services • 500 NE 
Summer Street • Salem OR 97301 • 503-947-2340 (OHA) 503-945-5600 (DHS).

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/subscriber/new?preferences=true#tab1
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/Pages/index.aspx
https://subscriberhelp.granicus.com/s/
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800 NE Oregon St. 
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Low-Cost Funding Available for Eligible Drinking Water System Improvements 

 

By Adam DeSemple 

July 19, 2022 

 

 

Special Note about the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 

 
On November 15, 2021, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (H.R. 3684), 

commonly referred to as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) was signed into law. 

BIL is a federally funded infrastructure package covering multiple critical infrastructure 

sectors throughout the U.S., including drinking water. The law provides the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with grant funds that can be appropriated to 

states for investments in drinking water infrastructure.  

 

OHA and its partner Business Oregon have formed a workgroup to discuss and strategize 

plans for program priorities and implementation. BIL appropriations are expected to not 

only increase Oregon’s existing base Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

program, but also will include extra stimulus funding for infrastructure improvements and 

potential funding in the areas of lead service line replacements and emerging 

contaminants. More information will be provided in the coming weeks and months as 

OHA and Business Oregon prepare to announce more details.  

 

Find details about the law here. The drinking water language is at Division E - Drinking 

Water and Wastewater Infrastructure. Helpful information can also be found on EPA’s 

BIL – Water Infrastructure Investments webpage. 

 

 

Oregon’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) provides low-cost loans to 

community and nonprofit non-community public water systems for planning, design and 

construction of drinking water infrastructure improvements. Also referred to as the Safe 

Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund, this funding program is co-administered by 

Oregon Health Authority and Business Oregon.  

 
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION 
Drinking Water Services 

 

 Kate Brown, Governor 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf#page=707
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf#page=707
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure/water-infrastructure-investments
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure/water-infrastructure-investments
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SRF/Pages/index.aspx
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Help with funding 

In addition to low-cost financing and favorable repayment terms, all projects receive part 

of the loan as principal forgiveness. 

 

Projects DWSRF can fund 

• Water sources, treatment, finished water reservoirs, pumping and 

transmission/distribution mains 

• Aquifer, storage and recovery (ASR) projects 

• Instrumentation, telemetry, water meter, automatic meter reading/advanced 

metering infrastructure (AMR/AMI), backflow device and pressure-reducing valve 

projects 

• Safety, seismic and security improvements 

• Projects that increase redundancy and reliability of critical assets 

• Water system restructuring and/or consolidation to resolve noncompliance or 

technical, managerial and financial problems 

• Planning and design in support of an eligible project, such as feasibility studies, 

master plans, design, and environmental documents 

 

Additional projects eligible for grants and loans 

• Sustainable Infrastructure Planning Projects (SIPP): for water system planning and 

related activities that promote sustainable water infrastructure. Also includes 

seismic risk assessment and mitigation plan requirements for eligible public water 

systems. 

• Small System Equipment Assistance (SSEA): for small-scale additions or 

replacement of equipment and instrumentation needed by water systems serving 

≤ 300 connections 

• Drinking Water Source Protection (DWSP): for eligible drinking water source 

protection projects 

 

For more information, visit the DWSRF web page at http://healthoregon.org/srf or 

contact: 

• Adam DeSemple, Oregon Health Authority’s Drinking Water State Revolving 

Fund Program Coordinator, at 503-956-8287 or by email at 

adam.desemple@dhsoha.state.or.us or 

• Jon Unger, Business Oregon’s Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund 

Program and Policy Coordinator, at 503-507-7107 or by email at 

jon.unger@oregon.gov. 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SRF/Pages/sipp.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SRF/Pages/ssea.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SRF/Pages/spf.aspx
http://healthoregon.org/srf
mailto:adam.desemple@dhsoha.state.or.us
mailto:jon.unger@oregon.gov



