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Setbacks to hazards- overview
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• Where you’ll see them pop up 
• What it means for water systems
• What to do about them



Setbacks to hazards in rules

• Sanitary survey rules (-0076)
• Also construction standard rules (-0050)
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Ownership/radius of control

• More of a plan review issue
• Must own land around well
• Or have an easement
• Site plan during plan review
• May be waived in plan review

Well



What we see during plan review

• Site plans sometimes reveal issues
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What we see during plan review
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What we see during plan review
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Identifying setbacks to hazards during 
surveys
• Wells (springs too)
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Identifying setbacks to hazards during 
surveys

• Look around!
• Google Earth or Google Maps

Well



Identifying setbacks to hazards during 
surveys
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Identifying setbacks to hazards during 
surveys
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• All those things underground
• Animals roaming around
• Chemicals/fuel storage
• Vehicle storage
• Final resting places
• Other sanitary hazards
• Roads?
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So you found a setback to a hazard, now 
what?
• File review
• Call it out
• Move it?
• Radius of control
• Waiver application
• Waiver denial

DRINKING WATER SERVICES
Public Health Division

15



File review

• During your file review, did you find a waiver?
– We do keep a database 
– Maybe someday on data online

• Call it out
• Move it?
• Radius of control
• Waiver application
• Waiver denial
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Call out the deficiency

• File review
• Call it out
• Move it?
• Radius of control
• Waiver application
• Waiver denial
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Call out the deficiency
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Call out the deficiency

• Template language for cover letter language in procedure
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Move the hazard?

• File review
• Call it out
• Can they move the hazard?

– If so, yay! Deficiency corrected!
– In the case of cows, fence them out

• Radius of control
• Waiver application
• Waiver denial
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Radius of control

• File review
• Call it out
• Move it?
• Often you’ll run into radius of control issues

– May not own the 100’ radius
– We want them to try to get an easement

• Waiver application
• Waiver denial
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Waiver

• File review
• Call it out
• Move it?
• Radius of control
• If they can’t move the hazard, apply for waiver
• Waiver denial
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Waiver form location
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Waiver form – key points

• During your file review, did you find a waiver?
– We do keep a database 
– Maybe someday on data online
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Waiver process – form #2

• County/Ag staff will need to submit a well evaluation form
• Look under “coliform resources”
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Waiver process – form #2
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Waiver process – form #2
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Waiver process – form #2

• Work with your Tech Staff contact to fill this out
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Waiver process

• Both forms are sent to your Tech Staff person
• That person enters it into our tracking database 

– They send form #2 to a geologist in Springfield
• Geologist evaluation will determine whether source is adequately 

constructed
– In a confined aquifer?
– Equivalent with low/moderate susceptibility

• Your Tech staff person will coordinate with a manager to get the 
waiver signed
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Waiver process

• Approved waiver? Great! 
• Give system a copy of the waiver form

– Deficiency is considered to be corrected
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What if the waiver is denied?

• File review
• Call it out
• Move it?
• Radius of control
• Waiver
• And what if no waiver is possible?

– Still provide them with a copy of the waiver form
– You’ll need to notify them that we denied it
– Unresolved deficiency, no violation
– Mark as a deficiency in future surveys
– System can’t qualify as an outstanding performer
– Standard language in procedure
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Questions?
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Carrie Gentry
Drinking Water Services

Carrie.L.Gentry@state.or.us
(971) 673-0191
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