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Definitions
• “Community (C) water system” means a public water 

system that has 15 or more service connections used 

by year-round residents, or that regularly serves 25 or 

more year-round residents. 

• Cities, mobile home parks, rural subdivisions and 

developments

DRINKING WATER SERVICES

Public Health Division

2



Definitions

• “Non-Transient, Non-Community (NTNC) water 

system” means a public water system that regularly 

serves at least 25 of the same persons over 6 

months per year.

• Typically places of employment, schools
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Definitions

• “Transient Non-Community (TNC) water system” 

means a public water system that serves a 

transient population of 25 or more persons. 

• Restaurants, campgrounds, RV parks, rest areas, 

state parks, etc. 

• There must be at least 25 people per day for a 

minimum of 60 days per year. 
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Definitions

• “Oregon Very Small (OVS) water system” means a 

public water system, which serves 4 to 14 service 

connections or that serves commercial or public 

premises which are used by 10 to 24 people at 

least 60 days per year.

• There must be at least 10 people per day for a 

minimum of 60 days per year. 
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Service Connections

• “Service Connection” means the piping connection 

through which water is conveyed from a public water 

system to a user's premises. 

• “Premises” means real estate and the structures on it. 

• A standpipe at a campground or RV Park is not a 

“premise”, so all standpipes should be lumped 

together as one connection. 
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Service Connections

• OAR 333-061-0010(4) clarifies: “For the purpose of 

determining water system classification, service 

connection includes any piping connection that 

provides a residence or a public or commercial 

premises water from a water system.” 

• Only year-round residences should be counted as 

connections at RV parks, campgrounds, etc. 
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Service Connections
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Service Connections
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• Community 

systems with 300 

or more service 

connections are 

required to have a 

Water System 

Master Plan. 



State Park Example

• A state park has 5 rental cabins, 20 RV sites with 

hookups, 5 standpipes in the tent camping area, 

three bathrooms with flush toilets, and one house 

where the ranger resides. It should be shown as 

having two connections, one for the ranger’s 

residence, and one for all the other taps lumped 

together. 
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State Park Example

• The numbers of 

cabins, camp sites, 

standpipes, 

bathrooms, etc. should 

be described in the 

narrative section on 

the Inventory page of 

the survey form. 
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Population

• For municipal water systems, use the 

most recent population from Portland 

State University’s Population Research 

Center. 

• https://www.pdx.edu/population-

research/population-estimate-reports
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https://www.pdx.edu/population-research/population-estimate-reports
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Population Research Center
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Population for Cities
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Population 
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One incorporated city in Oregon is 

not a PWS 



Population 

DRINKING WATER SERVICES

Public Health Division

16

• For TNC & OVS systems, the population 

determines the classification, not the 

number of connections.

• Ask the owner or operator what the 

average population is over the busiest 60 

days. 



Population at TNC & OVS Systems
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• A population attending an infrequent event that 

draws a large number of people, such as a 

concert, is not considered “regular”.  

• If it is a consistently recurring event year after 

year, that population could be averaged in. 

Use professional judgement. 



RV Park Example

• During a survey a 62-space RV Park classified as 

a TNC, it appeared to have many RVs that were 

there long-term. 

• The manager complied when asked to provide 

information on the number of occupants and the 

length of time they had been there
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30 spaces 

had a total of 

49 year-

round 

residents.     

A Community 

PWS. 
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RV Park Example

• Ask if the RV Park has a policy on how long 

people can stay. 

• Explain the possible consequences of allowing 

people to live there year-round and being 

reclassified as a Community water system. 



Large Event Example

• A large annual event located outside city limits 

draws 40,000-50,000 people. 

• Drinking water is supplied by wells on the 

property and hauled water from a municipal 

source.

• The event only lasts for three days, so it is not a 

public water system. 
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Large Event Example
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However, the drinking water is tested under 

the mass gathering and food service rules. 



Reformatted 

PWS 

Classification 

Flowchart

Criteria is 

unchanged
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/

DRINKINGWATER/OPERATIONS/Pages/management.aspx



PWS Classification

• A revised procedure 

describing how to 

determine the number of 

connections, population, 

and system classification 

with additional examples 

will be made available. 
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PWS Classification

• If there is ever a question about how to 

classify a PWS, consult with your local 

DWS staff person. There area variety of 

borderline situations or gray areas. 
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PWS Classification

• If/when you contact an OVS system, try to 

verify the current population and number 

of connections. It is not uncommon to 

discover OVS systems to have grown into 

Community systems in the years since 

they were last contacted. 
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Questions? 
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