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Overview

• Changing monitoring schedules in response to Alerts or PWS request
• Changing monitoring schedules during a water system survey (WSS)
• Other monitoring schedule changes
• Locations of guidance and forms
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Changing monitoring schedules in 
response to Alerts or PWS request
• Use the “Chemical and Bacteriological Monitoring Schedule Change 

Form” located on the Partners Page/Inventory Updates section
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Changing monitoring schedules in 
response to Alerts or PWS request
• Alert types that may necessitate monitoring schedule changes:

– Arsenic > MCL
– Nitrate > MCL
– Nitrate > ½ the MCL
– Lead & Copper > Action Level
– VOC or SOC > MCL
– VOC or SOC detections
– Disinfection Byproducts (TTHM or HAA5) > MCL
– Radionuclide (Gross Alpha, Radium 226/228, Uranium) > MCL
– Radionuclide (Gross Alpha, Radium 226/228, Uranium) > ½ MCL
– Radionuclide (Gross Alpha, Radium 226/228, Uranium) detections
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Changing monitoring schedules in 
response to Alerts or PWS request
• Refer to the OARs or the guidance document “Alerts: What to do 

With Chemical Detections” on the Partners Page/Monitoring 
Resources section
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Example: Nitrate over ½ MCL
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• Alert received for Nitrate over ½ MCL

• Consult OARs or guidance for course of action (quarterly monitoring)

• Check current nitrate monitoring schedule 
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Example: Nitrate over ½ MCL

• Submit form to DMCE changing schedule to quarterly beginning in 
next quarter
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Example: Nitrate over ½ MCL

• Check to see if already done quarterly! Notes in monitoring 
schedules will say “R&C below MCL on such-and-such date”.  If so, 
do Contact Report to that effect and leave them on annual.
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Changing monitoring schedules during a 
water system survey (WSS)
• Review current monitoring schedules in Data Online for possible 

reductions prior to the survey 
• Enter the revised schedule on the “Water Quality Monitoring” page 

of the survey form
• Discuss with the operator during the survey and make sure they 

understand when next samples due
• Mention any schedule changes in the comments section of the 

survey cover letter
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Changing monitoring schedules during a 
water system survey (WSS)
• For DBPs (TTHM & HAA5) refer to the OARs or the Stage 2 DBP 

rule page / Routine, Reduced, and Increased Monitoring

10



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Drinking Water Services

Example: eligible for DBP reduction 
(annual to every 3 years)
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Example: eligible for DBP reduction 
(annual to every 3 years)
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Example: eligible for DBP reduction 
(annual to every 3 years)
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Example: eligible for DBP reduction 
(annual to every 3 years)
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Other monitoring schedule changes
• Coliform schedules

– DWS changes automatically based on current monitoring results
– View coliform schedules on PWSs Data Online page “Sample Schedule for 

Coliform” tab
– Only time may need to change is non-community (TNC or NTNC) systems on 

monthly monitoring requesting return to quarterly (refer to procedure on Partners 
Page)

• IDSE schedules (TTHM & HAA5)
– Newly chlorinating CWS need to do IDSE monitoring before a routine DBP 

monitoring schedule is set
– Standard Monitoring Plan IDSE template for water systems <10,000.xls on Stage 2 

DBP page (see last tab for # of samples and locations)
– NTNC do not need to do IDSE!  They go right to routine DBP monitoring

• Change in system type (Example: non-EPA becomes CWS)
– New initial monitoring schedules (consult OARs, handout on Partners Page, or 

your State contact)
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Example: Newly chlorinating CWS needs 
an IDSE schedule
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Example: Newly chlorinating CWS needs 
an IDSE schedule
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Example: Newly chlorinating CWS needs 
an IDSE schedule
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Locations of guidance and forms
• Chemical and Bacteriological Monitoring Schedule Change Form

– Partners Page / Inventory Updates section

• Alerts: What to do With Chemical Detections
– Partners Page / Monitoring Resources section

• Returning a system from monthly to quarterly coliform monitoring
– Partners Page / Coliform Resources section

• Chemical Monitoring Intervals for Community & NTNC GW Systems
– Partners Page / Monitoring Resources

• DBPs (TTHM & HAA5): Routine, Reduced, and Increased Monitoring
– Stage 2 DBP Rule page

• DBPs (TTHM & HAA5): IDSE monitoring requirements
– Stage 2 DBP Rule page
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PARTNERS/Pages/inventory.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PARTNERS/Pages/monitoring.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PARTNERS/Pages/gwr.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PARTNERS/Documents/monitoring/chemsampreq.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/RULES/STAGE2/Pages/monitoring.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/RULES/STAGE2/Pages/idse.aspx
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Questions?

Gregg Baird, REHS
Emerging Contaminant Specialist 

971-673-0410
gregg.c.baird@state.or.us

healthoregon.org/dwp
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