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Background
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EPA required States to issue  violations and 

enforce uncorrected significant  deficiencies.

• Currently over 1500 unresolved deficiencies.

• DWS has not been issuing violations for 

uncorrected deficiencies

• DWS compelled to review and align 

significant deficiency
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What? Why? How?
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What to 

Determine? 

DWS Focus – Pathway to 
contamination and Treatment 

Performance

EPA Requirements - Elements

Workload Capacity for Formal 
Enforcement

Why propose rule 
changes?

Fewer unresolved significant 
deficiencies = Less violations going 

through formal enforcement

Time to write, propose, approve 
rules with partner/public feedback.

How to review?

A work group was formed to review

Rules – OAR 333-061

Forms – Survey Forms and Letters

Processes – Issuing Violations / 
Enforcement
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Significant Deficiency 

Pathway to Contamination

Treatment Performance

• "Significant Deficiency" means a defect in design, 
operation, or maintenance, or a malfunction of 
the source(s), treatment, storage, or distribution 
system that has been determined to cause or 
have the potential for causing the introduction 
of contamination into the water delivered to 
consumers.

 OHA-DWS Determining Factors and Focus  

Direct pathway to contamination or treatment 
performance.

4

Drinking Water Services 

Focus
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Significant Deficiency and Unmet Rule Requirements
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Example Significant Deficiency 

Screens Direct pathway to contamination  

Turbidity standards / CT Treatment performance 

Example Unmet Rule Requirement 

An unmet rule with risk but not direct pathwayRisk 

Raw Water Sample Tap - 0050 Construction Standard 

Non-NSF Chemicals Treatment Requirements 

Operations and Maintenance Manual  Documentation  
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8 Elements of EPA Sanitary Survey Framework
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Pumps Source 

Monitoring 
and Reporting 

Treatment 

Operator Compliance Distribution System 

Management 
and Operation 

Finished Water Storage 
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Construction Standards and Exemptions 
• ORS 448.131(5) Nothing in this section authorizes 

the authority to require alterations of existing 

facilities unless alterations are necessary to insure 

safe drinking water. [1981 c.749 §6; 2009 

c.595 §840]  

• OAR 333-061-0050 (b) Facilities at public water 

systems must comply with the construction 

standards in place at the time the facility was 

constructed or installed for use at a public water 

system. A public water system shall not be required 

to undertake alterations to existing facilities, unless 

the standard is listed as a significant deficiency as 

prescribed in OAR 333-061-0076(4) or if MCLs 

are being exceeded.
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Current Deficiency 

List / Proposed 

Deficiency List
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Added to 0076 

Removed from 0076 
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Proposed Significant Deficiency List
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Significant Deficiency Category Significant Deficiency Category 

Free chlorine residual not maintained - if disinfecting Treatment Sanitary seal and casing not watertight Source 

Bypass around required treatment Treatment No screen on existing well vent Source 

No intensity sensor with alarm or shut-off Treatment (UV) Springbox not impervious durable material Source - Spring 

No cut-off switch if upstream pressure drops below 20 psi 
(in distribution)  Pumps Surface water not excluded Source - Spring 

20 PSI not maintained at all time Distribution No watertight access hatch/entry Source - Spring 

No DRC at required level Operator Certification No screened overflow Source - Spring 

MCL violations not addressed Monitoring No screened vent Storage 

Overdue on compliance schedule  Management No flap valve, screen, or equivalent on overflow Storage 

Other situations presenting an immediate public health risk, 
as determined by the Authority Other Hatch not locked Storage 

  Roof and hatch not watertight; Storage 
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Proposed New Rules
Propose new rules in 2025 to go into effect Jan 2026
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Proposed Change Oregon Administrative Rule
Update language on "eliminate source of fecal contamination". 333-061-0032 – Treatment Techniques and Performance 

Standards
(6)(e) (C) 
 

Adding Alarm/shut off for low chlorine for PWS population 
greater than 3,300 
Conventional or Direct Filtration – High Turbidity call out 
Cartridge – Pressure Differential/pressure gauges 

333-061-0036  - Sampling And Analtyical Requirments 
(E)  
5(b)(A)(v)  
5(b)(G) 

Change violation to Unmet Rule Requirements 
Add rule to Significant Deficiencies 
Remove noted Significant Deficiencies

333-061-0076 Sanitary Surveys  
(a)-(k) 
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Summary

• DWS is required by EPA to issue violations for 

uncorrected significant deficiencies, starting in 

2026.

• A work group was created  to address. 

uncorrected significant deficiencies and 

enforcement.

• DWS will propose rules in 2025 to go into effect 

2026.

• DWS will update Survey forms and Letters to be 

available for use for 2026.
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Comment on Proposed Rules?  

Contact:

Nicholas Alviani REHS

Nicholas.j.alviani2@oha.oregon.gov

or 

Your DWS Regulator 

Questions?

12

11

12


