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Speaker Introduction
• Russ Kazmierczak works for Oregon Health Authority - Drinking 

Water Services as a Technical Services and Source Water 
Protection Specialist with Drinking Water Services
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Topics
• Source Water Protection Overview

• Regulating Partners Role 

• New Data Online Links and Award Program
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Oregon’s Drinking Water Protection Effort
• Agency partnership – OHA/DEQ

• Voluntary, collaborative approach

• Set priorities based on assessment results

• Distribute useful source water information to 
communities and interested parties

• Incentives

• Protection loans and grants
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Source Water Protection Team 
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What is Source Water Protection?
Taking proactive measures to 
prevent pollution of lakes, 
rivers, streams and 
groundwater that serve as 
sources of drinking water

Wellhead Protection is 
another frequently used term 
that applies to Source Water 
Protection for groundwater 
sources (wells and springs)
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Why protect your source water? 
Protecting the current 
resource

Water quality – Multiple 
barrier approach.

Baker City cryptosporidium 
outbreak is an example of 
breakdown in the multiple 
barrier approach

Sustainable supply 
for the future:  
Resource Adequacy

Asset Management: 
Your source is an asset 
so protect it
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Value of Planning and Protection
Preserving Public Trust
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A new study has found a common "forever chemical" in 
mineral water from several European nations.
Researchers from the Pesticide Action Network Europe 
looked at 19 mineral waters from European countries and 
found that 10 of them contained trifluoroacetic acid, a 
type of PFAS.

S

https://www.pan-europe.info/resources/briefings/2024/12/tfa-%E2%80%98forever-chemical%E2%80%99-european-mineral-waters?utm_source=Laposta&utm_campaign=Press+Release+32&utm_medium=email
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Value of Planning and Protection
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RTI International Article 
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Value of Planning and Protection
Community Viability:  Attracting 
and retaining new residents and 
businesses
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Protecting economic value: 
Property values
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Value of Planning and Protection
Protect Investment – Asset ManagementAvoiding costly treatment, M&O
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How You Can Help with 
Source Protection 

Water System Survey (WSS) – Source Info Page

• Has the system implemented strategies to 
protect their drinking water source?
• Recommend that system complete the 

Drinking Water Source Protection (DWSP) 
Activities Survey

• Is the water system interested in protecting 
their drinking water sources?
• Check yes box and DWS or DEQ staff will 

contact the system

• Recommend in cover letter that the system 
pursue DWSP and attach brochure

• Promote New DWSP Award – Fact Sheet  
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Example: “Drinking Water Services recommends that the water system 
pursue the implementation of protection strategies to protect and/or enhance 
your drinking water source(s). Protecting your drinking water sources from 
contamination is an essential component to ensuring the resiliency of your 
community. For more information on Drinking Water Protection enclosed is a 
brochure.”

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/Documents/swp/protecting-dw-brochure.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/Documents/swp/award-factsheet.pdf
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Proposed Changes
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• Potential changes for 2026 Water 
System Survey and Cover Letter

Water System Survey

Cover Letter
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DEQ Staff Can Help 
Offer source water protection technical 
assistance, education, and capacity 
building to small drinking water system 
operators and community members

• Contact, establish relationships 
and offer technical assistance

• Help communities identify and 
manage risks

• Assist applying for funding

• Create outreach materials for 
water systems to use

14



15

DEQ Small Water System Outreach Project
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• Small Water System Outreach 
Project

Story Map

Small System Page

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/88efb249167c4627baa8386e4b8da420
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/dwp/Pages/sws.aspx
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Drinking Water Source Protection 
Award Program & Web Page Updates
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Award Program
• Awards issued to PWSs who have taken protective actions

• Display PWS implementation and award status on Data Online

• New educational web information for water systems and public

• Post a data collection link for PWSs 
• Document SWP implementation activities 

• Award request

• Post information on awards in ePipeline and other publications
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Drinking Water Source Protection Award
• PWS issued a paper and 

email award certificate
• PWS can publish award 

achievement in CCR, 
websites, media press 
release, etc..
• Awards are a newsworthy

• Award shows the PWS 
system is proactive in 
protecting sources
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Award Process – Online Survey Form 

• PWS 
completes 
Source 
Protection 
Activities 
Survey
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DWSP Activities Survey

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
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ePipeline Award Announcment
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ePipeline

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/healthyenvironments/drinkingwater/operations/pages/pipeline.aspx
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New Data Online Links  
• Source Water 

Protection Status 
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Source Water 
Protection Status

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp.php?pwsno=99999
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Source Water Protection Summary Link 
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DW Source Protection

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-all.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-all.php


23

Award Info on Main Website
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DWS Main Page

DWSP Award & 
Survey Accordion 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/Pages/index.aspx
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Questions?
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Contact Info
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• Russ Kazmierczak, R.G.

• Technical Services and Source Water 
Protection Specialist

• 971-599-0121

• Russell.a.kazmierczak@oha.oregon.gov

mailto:Russell.a.kazmierczak@oha.oregon.gov
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