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Agenda

• Presentation - 30 min 

• Q&A - 25 min Please submit questions in the Q&A box (button at the 

bottom of your screen)

• Slides will be posted to the Drinking Water Source Protection website 

• Meeting will not be recorded

• Use the chat window for technical difficulty questions
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SRF/Pages/spf.aspx
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Topics

A

• Drinking Water Source Protection and Drinking Water Services Programs

• Source Water Protection Overview

• Drinking Water Source Protection Fund 

• Introduction

• Application Process

• Source Water Assessments

• Previously Funded Projects

• Program Contacts

• Drinking Water Source Protection Award

3



4

Drinking water source protection program

OHA Drinking Water Services
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Drinking water services

Protect drinking water from the source…
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Drinking water services

…to the tap!

T 6



7

OHA Drinking Water Services Regional 
Geologists
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DEQ drinking water source protection team 

Northwest 

Region

Western 

Region

Eastern 

Region

A

Northwest Region: 

Shersten Finley

Shersten.finley@deq.Oregon.gov 

Western Region: 

Laura Johnson

Laura.j.johnson@deq.Oregon.gov

Eastern Region:

Alyssa Leidel

Alyssa.leidel@deq.Oregon.gov
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What is source water? 

• Any type of surface water or 
groundwater feature from which we 
extract water for drinking water use

• Includes rivers, streams, lakes, 
springs, and groundwater aquifers 
up to but not including the 
constructed intake structure (surface 
water intake, well, spring box).
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Source water does not include

• Gray infrastructure like pipes, dams, 

treatment plants, water meters, 

backflow prevention devices, well 

houses, etc...
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Source water areas and potential contaminant 
sources

Source Water Areas

Surface Water: The geographic area 

providing water to a water system.

Groundwater: Area at

the surface that overlies the critical 

portion of the aquifer that's supplying 

groundwater to the water system's 

well(s) and/or spring(s).

Potential Contaminant Sources
 

Activities or contaminants that have 

the potential to impact drinking water 

quality. Can be point or nonpoint and 

due to human influence or natural 

conditions.
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Why protect source water? 
Protecting source 
water from 
contamination helps 
to do the following:

• Reduce the risk of 
waterborne 
diseases and 
chemical 
contamination.

• Lower treatment 
costs and defer 
need for complex 
treatment.

• Ensure reliability.

• Build public trust.  
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Drinking water source protection fund

• Annual funding for source water protection 

activities

• Grants of up to $70,000 per water system and 

low interest loans of up to $100,000

• Land acquisition (conservation) planning grants 

of up to $70,000

• Regional Source Water Collaborative Pilot 

Project Grants up to $150,000 per project

• Emergency grants available year-round for 

emergency source water threats 

Little Butte Creek floodplain 

terrace planting

Monroe stormwater 

treatment project

Rivergrove outreach 

materials
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Drinking water source protection fund

Accepting applications ~ mid-January through mid-March, 

2026 (See OHA Drinking Water Services webpage for 

exact dates).

Public Water System Eligibility:

• Community water systems, non-federal, public and privately owned

• Nonprofit non-community water systems

Water systems can collaborate on a regional (joint) project and combine 

funds

Application assistance available through DWS Circuit Rider Program and 

EPA WaterTA
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/OPERATIONS/Pages/circuitrider.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form
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Drinking water source protection fund

• Project types

• Enhanced delineation (update/upgrade the source area using better data)

• Enhanced assessment (update/improve potential contaminant source inventory)

• Water quality evaluations (raw water monitoring to evaluate/prioritize potential protection activities)

• Source protection planning (identify appropriate protection measures/plans)

• Implementation of best management practices (reduce/lessen risks within the source area)

• Security (protection of "sensitive areas" within the source area)

• Regional source water collaborative projects (to assess how water systems with overlapping source 

areas can work together on any of the above)

• Land acquisition planning (studies to assess legal/financial feasibility and/or required management 

plans prior to land acquisition within the source area)
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OHA and DEQ contact PWS; 

GPS intake or well and request PWS 
assistance

Drinking Water Protection Process 

for Public Water Systems

DELINEATION of the source area 

or “Drinking Water Source Area”

INVENTORY for “Potential Sources 
of Contamination” per guidance

Determine  SUSCEPTIBILITY 

to contamination 
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Activate community citizens,
gather input, select a few 

strategies for protecting 
the source area 

OPTIONAL: Consider writing a 
Drinking Water Protection Plan and 

gaining certification from DEQ

IMPLEMENT the 
strategies to prevent 

contamination 
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Sent to PWS
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Source water assessment reports

• Completed for Community & Non-Transient Non-Community 

• Details on land use and ownership

• Maps of nearby water systems and drinking water source areas

• Potential contaminant sources, locations, and risk levels

• Susceptibility analysis 

• Strategies and resources to help reduce risks 

• Updated reports include common strategies to reduce risk, resources, and 

funding info  

• To find a Source Water Assessment for surface water systems, visit 

the Department of Environmental Quality's Source Water Assessment 

Database. For groundwater systems, contact Paula Rich, 

paula.j.rich@oha.Oregon.gov, Oregon Health Authority Drinking Water 

Services.
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https://rstudioconnect.deq.state.or.us/content/1b3c48de-c364-4b22-afd2-9c2a0ec2cbfd/
https://rstudioconnect.deq.state.or.us/content/1b3c48de-c364-4b22-afd2-9c2a0ec2cbfd/
mailto:paula.j.rich@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:paula.j.rich@oha.Oregon.gov
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Know what is inside your source area

• Review Source Water Assessment

• Identify High- and Moderate-Risk 

Potential Contaminant Sources 

(PCSs).

• Review potential management options 

for each high/moderate risk PCS.

• Consider how much effort, time, and 

financial resources will be needed for 

each potential management option.

• Focus grant projects on those activities 

where financial resources are needed 

to evaluate/implement risk reduction 

strategies.

BMPs

Ease of 

Implementation

BMPs for 

High Risk 

PCSs

BMPs for Mod 

Risk PCSs

BMPs for Low 

Risk PCSs

Easy to do (low 

cost)

High Risk PCS 

BMP Easy to 

do

Mod difficult to 

do

Difficult to do 

(high cost)

Low Risk PCS

BMP Hard to do

T
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Eligible project examples

• Household hazardous waste collection events

• Drug take-back projects

• Reforestation/replanting in riparian or other sensitive areas

• Installation of protection signage in or along the boundaries of the source 

area

• Removal of heating oil tanks

• Installation of secondary containment for high-risk above ground storage 

tanks outside the 100 ft sanitary setback

• Storm water treatment/diversion...

19
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Previously funded projects

• Interactive Drinking Water Source Protection Funded Projects Map for examples of 

previously funded projects

Funded project to purchase a 

resistivity meter

Interactive Map
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https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/3c22ca8dd2984048bc4a24889f837c7e
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Drinking water source protection award

• Certificates of recognition for public 

water systems that reduce risks to 

their sources of drinking water

• Award certificates can promote 

consumer trust, positive customer 

relations, and public support in 

protecting drinking water sources.

T 21
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Drinking water source protection award

• To apply for a Drinking Water Source Protection 

Award, fill out the Source Protection Activities 

Survey for your water system.

T

Search for your water system

Name or number:
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https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/dwsp-form.php


Public Health Division

Drinking Water Services

800 NE Oregon St, Ste 640

Portland, OR 97232-2161

(971) 673-0405

www.oregon.gov/oha
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You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a format 

you prefer free of charge. Contact Tom Pattee at tom.pattee@oha.oregon.gov 

or (541) 684-2440 (voice). We accept all relay calls.



Question and Answer
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