(insert AGENCY name)
Policy and Procedure for Minor Consent to Reproductive Health Services
Purpose
This is a sample policy for RH Care agencies to use to ensure compliance with RHCare Certification Requirements. The purpose of this sample policy is to outline the rights of minors to consent to and receive reproductive health services.
Policy
(insert AGENCY name) will follow the requirements of RHCare Certification Requirements, Section C.f: Minors and Confidentiality. The requirements include:
(insert AGENCY name) staff are prohibited from requiring written consent from parents or guardians for the provision of reproductive health services to minors.
(insert AGENCY name) staff may not notify a parent or guardian before or after a minor has requested and/or received reproductive health services.
(insert AGENCY name) services will comply with legislative mandates to encourage family participation in the decision of minors to seek reproductive health services, and as such, staff will encourage, but not require, the inclusion of parents/guardians/responsible adults in their decision to access reproductive health services.
Definitions
Minor: In Oregon, anyone under the age of 18 is considered a minor (ORS 419B.550 – definition of minor). 
Emancipated Minor: Status as an “emancipated minor” can be achieved if an individual has reached 16 years of age and a decree of emancipation has been entered by the Juvenile Court (ORS 419B.550 to 419B.558).
Rights of Minors to Consent for Care and Treatment: A minor in Oregon may consent for their own treatment without the consent of a parent or legal guardian according to the table below:
	Age
	Medical Services/Treatment
	Oregon Revised Statute

	Any Age
	Reproductive health care information and services* from a licensed provider
	ORS 109.640

	14 and older
	Mental health services
	ORS 109.675(1)

	14 and older
	Chemical dependency services (except methadone)
	ORS 109.675(1)

	15 and older
	General medical, surgical, and dental services (including immunizations adolescent well-visits, and hospital care)
	ORS 109.640


*Under ORS 109.640, “reproductive health care” includes family planning and contraception, prenatal, postnatal and delivery care, miscarriage management, fertility care, sterilization services (except for the elective sterilization of a minor under 15 years of age), testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, reproductive cancers, and any other health care and medical services related to reproductive health.
Procedure
1. (insert AGENCY name) will include information on minor consent and confidentiality during employee training.
1. (insert AGENCY name) staff are prohibited from requiring written consent from parents or guardians for the provision of reproductive health services to minors.
1. (insert AGENCY name) staff may not notify a parent or guardian before or after a minor has requested and/or received reproductive health services.
1. Services will comply with legislative mandates to encourage family participation in the decision of minors to seek reproductive health services, and as such, staff will encourage, but not require, the inclusion of parents/guardians/responsible adults in their decision to access reproductive health services.
1. (insert AGENCY name) providers will only share a client’s medical and personal information when the client has provided written consent such as a release of information, except as listed below:  
4. For treatment, payment, or health care operations
4. If the client poses a threat or serious and imminent harm to the client or another person
4. If another exception applies, such as disease reporting, mandatory reporting, or as otherwise required by law
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