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Key terms

• Female sterilization: procedure to permanently prevent women from 

becoming pregnant (tubal ligation or tubal implant).

• CAWEM: emergency-only Medicaid for individuals who would be eligible for 

OHP if not for their immigration status.

• CAWEM Plus: full benefit Medicaid coverage for pregnant women ineligible 

for OHP because of their immigration status. Coverage ends the day after 

pregnancy ends.

• RHEA: Reproductive Health Equity Act (HB 3391) passed in 2017.

– Extends full medical coverage, including female sterilization, 60-days postpartum 

for women enrolled in CAWEM Plus

– Provides coverage for reproductive health services, including female sterilization, 

for ‘individuals who can become pregnant and would be eligible for full Medicaid 

if not for their immigration status’
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Postpartum female sterilization:     
CAWEM Plus

• Women enrolled in CAWEM Plus may access                   

female sterilization services immediately                   

postpartum (same hospital stay) or within                                

60-days postpartum 

• No prior authorization required

• Sterilization consent must be obtained at least 30-days prior to 

the procedure (per OAR 41-130-0580)

– OHP Consent Form or Federal Consent Form 

• Providers bill OHA fee-for-service (same as billing for OHP 

open card members)

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action;JSESSIONID_OARD=LgZETbBcHDQbtC9c9odqWh8azfSULeW6zj71EnB-NiJiszqJ1spz!349448965?ruleVrsnRsn=85469
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/HSD/OHP/Pages/Forms.aspx?wp2131=se:%22sterilization%22
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/REPRODUCTIVESEXUALHEALTH/RESOURCES/Documents/Medical Services/Vasectomy/Sterilization-Consent-ENG.pdf
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Female sterilization: CAWEM

• Coverage for ‘individuals who can become pregnant and would be 

eligible for full Medicaid if not for their immigration status’

– Includes DACA recipients, individuals with less than 5 years lawful 

permanent resident status, and individuals with no documentation

• Must complete OHP application 

and be determined eligible for 

CAWEM
• To find an OHP-certified 

community partner for 

assistance in applying, go to 

OregonHealthCare.gov or call 

OHP Customer Service 800-

699-9075

https://healthcare.oregon.gov/Pages/find-help.aspx
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Female sterilization: CAWEM

• Do not need a referral from an RH Program provider to access 

female sterilization services

• Covered female sterilization services under CAWEM include:

Sterilization counseling visit (*effective November 2018)

Pre-operative consult and labs (part of global surgical package)

Sterilization procedure (part of global surgical package)

Post-operative follow-up visit (part of global surgical package)
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Female sterilization: CAWEM

• No prior authorization required

• Sterilization consent must be obtained at least 30-days prior to the 

procedure (per OAR 41-130-0580)

– OHP Consent Form or Federal Consent Form ok

• Providers bill OHA fee-for-service (same as billing for OHP open 

card members)

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action;JSESSIONID_OARD=LgZETbBcHDQbtC9c9odqWh8azfSULeW6zj71EnB-NiJiszqJ1spz!349448965?ruleVrsnRsn=85469
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/HSD/OHP/Pages/Forms.aspx?wp2131=se:"sterilization"
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/REPRODUCTIVESEXUALHEALTH/RESOURCES/Documents/Medical Services/Vasectomy/Sterilization-Consent-ENG.pdf


What can you do?

• Identify providers/entities in                                                             

your community

– County Community Profiles

• Reach out to providers/develop relationships

– Draft template

– Google doc – Female sterilization provider/entity list
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/REPRODUCTIVESEXUALHEALTH/RESOURCES/Documents/County-Provider-Profile.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cbO6b50-d-juIJg5mQ97JppUsd5o4mjo-uMup0VRx7Y/edit#gid=0


What can you do?
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• Assist clients with completing if OHP application if not already 

enrolled in CAWEM

• Work with clients to coordinate/navigate care

• Other ideas?



Next steps for RH Program

• Provide you with template language and Google doc spreadsheet

• Continue to work with Health Systems Division (CAWEM) to ensure 

accurate information is communicated to providers, clients, and 

community partners

• Reach out to providers and health systems to promote awareness 

and understanding of new coverage

• Establish a few key direct contracts with providers/entities

– CAWEM <138% FPL versus RH Program <250% FPL
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Other coverage

• Female sterilization services

– Oregon Health Plan

– Private insurance

• Vasectomy services

– Reproductive Health 

Program/Oregon Vasectomy 

Project

– Oregon Health Plan

– Private insurance (required 

coverage January 2019 per 

RHEA)
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Questions/contact

• OHP Provider Services 1-800-336-6016

• RH Program

– rh.program@state.or.us

– Emily Elman 971-673-0219 or 

emily.l.elman@state.or.us
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