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DENTURISTS 
  
(Generally) 
  
      680.500 Definitions for ORS 680.500 to 680.565. As used in ORS 680.500 to 680.565: 
      (1) “Denture” means any removable full or partial upper or lower prosthetic dental appliance to be 
worn in the human mouth to replace any missing natural teeth. 
      (2) “Denturist” means a person licensed under ORS 680.500 to 680.565 to engage in the practice 
of denture technology and who is authorized within the person’s scope of practice to provide to the 
public full or partial upper or lower dentures or other removable nonorthodontic dental appliances 
intended to be worn in the human mouth. 
      (3) “Practice of denture technology” means: 
      (a) Constructing, repairing, relining, reproducing, duplicating, supplying, fitting or altering a 
denture or other removable nonorthodontic dental appliance intended to be worn in the human mouth 
in respect of which a service is performed under paragraph (b) of this subsection; and 
      (b) The following services when performed for a purpose listed in paragraph (a) of this subsection: 
      (A) The taking of impressions; 
      (B) The taking of bite registrations; 
      (C) Try-ins of dentures or other removable nonorthodontic dental appliances intended to be worn 
in the human mouth; and 
      (D) Insertions of dentures or other removable nonorthodontic dental appliances intended to be 
worn in the human mouth. [1979 c.1 §1; 1991 c.921 §1; 1993 c.142 §2; 1999 c.885 §26; 2003 c.1 §1; 
2005 c.648 §23; 2011 c.53 §1] 
  
      680.505 Practice of denture technology prohibited without license; use of title 
“denturist.” Unless a person holds an active license issued under ORS 680.500 to 680.565, a 
person may not: 
      (1) Engage, or offer to engage, in the practice of denture technology; or 
      (2) Use in connection with the name of the person the word “denturist” or any other words, letters 
or abbreviations or insignia tending to indicate that such person is engaged in the practice of denture 
technology. [1979 c.1 §2; 1993 c.142 §3; 2013 c.314 §22] 
  
      680.510 Application of ORS 680.500 to 680.565. The prohibitions of ORS 680.500 to 680.565 
do not apply to: 
      (1) Any activity described in ORS 680.500 (3)(a) by a person acting under the supervision of a 
denturist. 
      (2) The practice of dentistry or medicine by persons authorized to do so by this state, or any other 
practices allowed under ORS chapters 677 and 679. 
      (3) A student of denture technology in pursuit of clinical studies under an approved school 
program, or a person having met the formal educational requirements, who is operating, for no more 
than two years, under the direct supervision of a denturist or a licensed dentist in pursuit of practical 
clinical experience as required for licensure by ORS 680.515. [1979 c.1 §3; 1981 c.313 §1; 1989 
c.694 §1; 1993 c.142 §4; 2005 c.648 §24; 2007 c.419 §1; 2011 c.53 §3] 
  
(Licenses) 
  

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws


Health Licensing Office, Board of Denture Technology 
Oregon Revised Statutes, Chapter 680.500 – 565 & 680.990 & 676.150 & 676.850 

2021 Edition 
Unofficial Copy 

For an official copy of the Oregon Revised Statutes, please go to the Oregon State Legislature website: 
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws or call 1-800-332-2313. 

Page 3 of 9 

      680.515 Application for license; qualifications of applicants; waiver of examination 
requirement; temporary license; rules. (1) Subject to the provisions of ORS 676.612, the Health 
Licensing Office shall issue a license to practice denture technology to an applicant who, in addition 
to submitting an application and paying the applicable fees established under ORS 676.576: 
      (a) Provides to the office official transcripts verifying completion of an associate degree program 
in denture technology, or the equivalent in formal, post-secondary education, approved by the office 
in consultation with the Higher Education Coordinating Commission and the Department of 
Education. 
      (b) Provides to the office documentation of 1,000 hours of supervised clinical practice in denture 
technology, completed while enrolled in or after having completed a course of study offered in a post-
secondary educational institution, or through equivalent supervised experience, as determined by the 
office in consultation with the commission and the department. 
      (c) Passes a written and a practical examination prescribed, recognized or approved by the State 
Board of Denture Technology. An applicant who fails the practical examination must complete 
additional hours of clinical and laboratory training in an approved work experience program, as 
determined by the board, to qualify for reexamination. 
      (d) Meets other requirements established by the office by rule. 
      (2) The educational program required by subsection (1)(a) of this section must include pertinent 
courses in anatomy, including histology, microbiology, physiology, pharmacology, pathology 
emphasizing periodontology, dental materials, medical emergencies, geriatrics, professional ethics, 
clinical denture technology and denture laboratory technology. 
      (3) Notwithstanding subsection (1)(a) of this section, the board may accept educational training 
obtained in any other state or country if, upon review of satisfactory evidence, the office determines 
that the educational program in the other state or country meets the educational standards prescribed 
under this section. 
      (4) An applicant meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this section if the applicant 
provides the office with documentation of military training or experience that the office determines is 
substantially equivalent to the training or experience required by subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this 
section. 
      (5) Notwithstanding subsection (1)(c) of this section, the office may adopt rules providing for 
waiver of the practical examination requirement. 
      (6) The office may adopt rules allowing for issuance of a temporary license to practice denture 
technology. [1979 c.1 §4; 1981 c.313 §2; 1989 c.694 §2; 1991 c.921 §2; 1993 c.142 §5; 1997 c.652 
§39; 2003 c.547 §13; 2005 c.415 §3; 2005 c.648 §25; 2007 c.419 §2; 2011 c.53 §2; 2011 c.637 §285; 
2012 c.43 §9; 2013 c.314 §23; 2013 c.568 §44; 2013 c.747 §173] 
  
      680.520 Examination of applicants. (1) Examinations of applicants for licensure under ORS 
680.500 to 680.565 shall be held at least once a year at such times and places as the State Board of 
Denture Technology may determine. Timely and appropriate notice shall be given to each applicant. 
      (2) The examination shall be sufficiently thorough to determine the qualifications, fitness and 
ability of the applicant to practice denture technology. The examination may be in the form of written, 
oral or practical demonstration of skills, or a combination of any such types. The examination shall 
cover at least subjects listed in ORS 680.515 (2) and any additional subjects required by the Health 
Licensing Office by rule that are based on changes in industry technology, health care delivery 
systems, client safety or scientific infection control techniques. [1979 c.1 §5; 1981 c.313 §3; 1991 
c.921 §3; 1993 c.142 §6; 2005 c.415 §4; 2005 c.648 §25a; 2012 c.43 §10; 2013 c.568 §45] 
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      680.525 [1979 c.1 §6; 1981 c.313 §8; 1991 c.921 §4; 1993 c.142 §7; 1999 c.885 §27; 2003 c.547 
§14; 2005 c.648 §26; 2009 c.701 §18; repealed by 2013 c.314 §65] 
  
      680.527 Licensure without examination; fees. The Health Licensing Office may issue a license 
to practice denture technology, without examination, to any person who: 
      (1) Submits an application and pays the applicable fees established under ORS 676.576; 
      (2) Has satisfied the educational requirements established by ORS 680.515; 
      (3) Is a denturist licensed under the laws of any other state, the District of Columbia, Canada or a 
territory of the United States, and the standards for licensing of denturists in the licensing jurisdiction 
are determined by the office to be substantially equivalent to those of ORS 680.500 to 680.565; 
      (4) Has passed a written and practical examination that the office determines to be substantially 
equivalent to the examination required for licensure in this state; and 
      (5) Has engaged in the full-time active practice of denture technology as a licensed denturist in 
another jurisdiction for a minimum of two years immediately preceding the date of application for 
licensure under this section. [2005 c.415 §2; 2005 c.648 §25b; 2007 c.419 §3; 2013 c.314 §24; 2013 
c.568 §47] 
  
      Note: 680.527 was added to and made a part of 680.500 to 680.565 by legislative action but was 
not added to any smaller series therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation. 
  
      680.530 [1979 c.1 §7; 1989 c.694 §3; 1991 c.921 §5; 1993 c.142 §8; 2001 c.274 §1; 2003 c.547 
§15; 2005 c.648 §27; 2009 c.701 §19; repealed by 2013 c.314 §65] 
  
      680.535 Grounds for imposing discipline. In the manner prescribed in ORS chapter 183 for 
contested cases, the Health Licensing Office may impose a form of discipline listed in ORS 676.612 
against any person practicing denture technology for any of the grounds listed in ORS 676.612 and 
for any violation of the provisions of ORS 680.500 to 680.565, or the rules adopted thereunder. [1979 
c.1 §8; 1991 c.921 §6; 1993 c.142 §9; 2003 c.547 §16; 2005 c.648 §28; 2013 c.568 §49] 
  
      680.540 [1979 c.1 §18; 1981 c.313 §4; 1991 c.921 §7; 1993 c.142 §10; repealed by 2003 c.547 
§118] 
  
      680.542 [1997 c.791 §29; repealed by 2001 c.274 §5] 
  
(Practice) 
  
      680.545 Statement of health care provider before treatment by denturist. Denturists licensed 
prior to January 1, 2004, who have not received an oral pathology endorsement from the State Board 
of Denture Technology may not treat any person without having first received a statement, dated 
within 30 days of the date of treatment and signed by a dentist, physician, naturopathic physician, 
physician assistant licensed under ORS 677.505 to 677.525 or nurse practitioner licensed under ORS 
678.375 to 678.390, that the person’s oral cavity is substantially free from disease and mechanically 
sufficient to receive a denture. [1979 c.1 §13; 1981 c.313 §5; 1989 c.694 §4; 1991 c.921 §8; 1993 
c.142 §10a; 1997 c.652 §40; 2003 c.547 §17; 2005 c.471 §10; 2014 c.45 §73; 2017 c.356 §88] 
  
      680.547 Business or professional association of denturist and dentist. A dentist, as defined 
in ORS 679.010, and a denturist may cooperate and maintain any business or professional 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws


Health Licensing Office, Board of Denture Technology 
Oregon Revised Statutes, Chapter 680.500 – 565 & 680.990 & 676.150 & 676.850 

2021 Edition 
Unofficial Copy 

For an official copy of the Oregon Revised Statutes, please go to the Oregon State Legislature website: 
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws or call 1-800-332-2313. 

Page 5 of 9 

association that is mutually agreeable with each being responsible for their respective area of 
expertise. [2003 c.1 §3] 
  
      680.550 Board to establish policies and criteria for assessment. The State Board of Denture 
Technology shall establish policies and criteria for the assessment of the quality of the practice of 
denture technology based on practice standards subject to the approval of the Health Licensing 
Office. [1979 c.1 §19; 1991 c.921 §9; 1993 c.142 §11; 2005 c.648 §29; 2013 c.568 §50] 
  
      680.555 [1979 c.1 §9; 1989 c.694 §5; repealed by 1991 c.921 §22] 
  
(State Board) 
  
      680.556 State Board of Denture Technology; membership; compensation and expenses. (1) 
There is established, within the Health Licensing Office, the State Board of Denture Technology. The 
board consists of seven members appointed by the Governor and subject to confirmation by the 
Senate in the manner provided in ORS 171.562 and 171.565. All members of the board must be 
residents of this state. Of the members of the board: 
      (a) Four must be active licensed denturists; 
      (b) One must be an Oregon licensed dentist in active practice; and 
      (c) Two must be members of the public who do not possess the professional qualifications of 
other members and who are not a spouse, domestic partner, child, parent or sibling of an active 
licensed denturist or dentist. 
      (2)(a) Board members required to be denturists may be selected by the Governor from a list of 
three to five nominees for each vacancy, submitted by a professional organization representing 
denturists. 
      (b) In selecting the members of the board, the Governor shall strive to balance the representation 
on the board according to: 
      (A) Geographic areas of this state; and 
      (B) Ethnic group. 
      (3)(a) The term of office of each member is three years, but a member serves at the pleasure of 
the Governor. The terms must be staggered so that no more than three terms end each year. 
Vacancies shall be filled by the Governor by appointment for the unexpired term. A member shall hold 
the member’s office until the appointment and qualification of a successor. A member is eligible for 
reappointment. 
      (b) A board member shall be removed immediately from the board if, during the member’s term, 
the member: 
      (A) Is not a resident of this state; 
      (B) Has been absent from three consecutive board meetings, unless at least one absence is 
excused; 
      (C) Is not a licensed denturist or a retired denturist who was a licensed denturist in good standing 
at the time of retirement, if the board member was appointed to serve on the board as a denturist; or 
      (D) Is not a licensed dentist or a retired dentist whose license to practice dentistry was in good 
standing at the time of retirement, if the board member was appointed to serve on the board as a 
dentist. 
      (4) Members are entitled to compensation and expenses as provided in ORS 292.495. The office 
may provide by rule for compensation to board members for the performance of official duties at a 
rate that is greater than the rate provided in ORS 292.495. [1991 c.921 §11; 1993 c.142 §12; 1999 
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c.885 §28; 2003 c.125 §1; 2005 c.415 §5; 2005 c.648 §30a; 2009 c.535 §15; 2009 c.701 §20a; 2013 
c.568 §51] 
  
      680.560 Board meetings. The State Board of Denture Technology shall hold a meeting at least 
once each year and shall annually elect a chairperson from its members. [1979 c.1 §10; 1981 c.313 
§6; 1991 c.921 §13; 1993 c.142 §13; 1999 c.885 §29; 2003 c.547 §18] 
  
      680.565 Authority of Health Licensing Office and director; rules; issuance of license. (1) 
The Health Licensing Office has such authority as is reasonably necessary to administer ORS 
680.500 to 680.565 and 680.990 (2), including the authority to adopt rules pursuant to ORS chapter 
183. 
      (2) The Director of the Health Licensing Office shall keep a record of all proceedings of the State 
Board of Denture Technology including a register of all persons licensed to practice denture 
technology. 
      (3) When the office is satisfied that the applicant for licensure under ORS 680.500 to 680.565 has 
complied with all the requirements, it shall issue to such applicant an appropriate license under ORS 
680.500 to 680.565. [1979 c.1 §11; 1981 c.313 §7; 1991 c.921 §14; 1993 c.142 §14; 1999 c.885 §30; 
2005 c.648 §31; 2013 c.568 §52] 
 

 
PENALTIES 
  
      680.990 Criminal penalties. (1) Violation of any of the provisions of ORS 680.010 to 680.205 is a 
Class C misdemeanor. 
      (2) Violation of any provision of ORS 680.505 and 743A.028 is a Class B misdemeanor. 
[Amended by 1977 c.192 §11; subsection (2) enacted as 1979 c.1 §17; 1983 c.169 §32; 2003 c.547 
§19] 
 
REPORTING OBLIGATIONS 
  
      676.150 Duty to report prohibited or unprofessional conduct, arrests and convictions; 
investigation; confidentiality; immunity from liability. (1) As used in this section: 
      (a) “Board” means the: 
      (A) State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology; 
      (B) State Board of Chiropractic Examiners; 
      (C) State Board of Licensed Social Workers; 
      (D) Oregon Board of Licensed Professional Counselors and Therapists; 
      (E) Oregon Board of Dentistry; 
      (F) Board of Licensed Dietitians; 
      (G) State Board of Massage Therapists; 
      (H) Oregon Board of Naturopathic Medicine; 
      (I) Oregon State Board of Nursing; 
      (J) Long Term Care Administrators Board; 
      (K) Oregon Board of Optometry; 
      (L) State Board of Pharmacy; 
      (M) Oregon Medical Board; 
      (N) Occupational Therapy Licensing Board; 
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      (O) Oregon Board of Physical Therapy; 
      (P) Oregon Board of Psychology; 
      (Q) Board of Medical Imaging; 
      (R) State Board of Direct Entry Midwifery; 
      (S) State Board of Denture Technology; 
      (T) Respiratory Therapist and Polysomnographic Technologist Licensing Board; 
      (U) Oregon Health Authority, to the extent that the authority licenses emergency medical services 
providers; 
      (V) Oregon State Veterinary Medical Examining Board; or 
      (W) State Mortuary and Cemetery Board. 
      (b) “Licensee” means a health professional licensed or certified by or registered with a board. 
      (c) “Prohibited conduct” means conduct by a licensee that: 
      (A) Constitutes a criminal act against a patient or client; or 
      (B) Constitutes a criminal act that creates a risk of harm to a patient or client. 
      (d) “Unprofessional conduct” means conduct unbecoming a licensee or detrimental to the best 
interests of the public, including conduct contrary to recognized standards of ethics of the licensee’s 
profession or conduct that endangers the health, safety or welfare of a patient or client. 
      (2) Unless state or federal laws relating to confidentiality or the protection of health information 
prohibit disclosure, a licensee who has reasonable cause to believe that another licensee has 
engaged in prohibited or unprofessional conduct shall report the conduct to the board responsible for 
the licensee who is believed to have engaged in the conduct. The reporting licensee shall report the 
conduct without undue delay, but in no event later than 10 working days after the reporting licensee 
learns of the conduct. 
      (3) A licensee who is convicted of a misdemeanor or felony or who is arrested for a felony crime 
shall report the conviction or arrest to the licensee’s board within 10 days after the conviction or 
arrest. 
      (4) The board responsible for a licensee who is reported to have engaged in prohibited or 
unprofessional conduct shall investigate in accordance with the board’s rules. If the board has 
reasonable cause to believe that the licensee has engaged in prohibited conduct, the board shall 
present the facts to an appropriate law enforcement agency without undue delay, but in no event later 
than 10 working days after the board finds reasonable cause to believe that the licensee engaged in 
prohibited conduct. 
      (5) A licensee who fails to report prohibited or unprofessional conduct as required by subsection 
(2) of this section or the licensee’s conviction or arrest as required by subsection (3) of this section is 
subject to discipline by the board responsible for the licensee. 
      (6) A licensee who fails to report prohibited conduct as required by subsection (2) of this section 
commits a Class A violation. 
      (7)(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a report under subsection (2) or (3) of this 
section is confidential under ORS 676.175. 
      (b) A board may disclose a report as provided in ORS 676.177. 
      (c) If the Health Licensing Office receives a report described in this subsection, the report is 
confidential and the office may only disclose the report pursuant to ORS 676.595 and 676.599. 
      (8) Except as part of an application for a license or for renewal of a license and except as 
provided in subsection (3) of this section, a board may not require a licensee to report the licensee’s 
criminal conduct. 
      (9) The obligations imposed by this section are in addition to and not in lieu of other obligations to 
report unprofessional conduct as provided by statute. 
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      (10) A licensee who reports to a board in good faith as required by subsection (2) of this section is 
immune from civil liability for making the report. 
      (11) A board and the members, employees and contractors of the board are immune from civil 
liability for actions taken in good faith as a result of a report received under subsection (2) or (3) of 
this section. [2009 c.536 §1; 2011 c.630 §21; 2011 c.703 §44; 2011 c.715 §19; 2011 c.720 §213; 
2017 c.6 §22; 2018 c.61 §19; 2019 c.43 §5; 2019 c.456 §13] 
 
CULTURAL COMPETENCY CONTINUING EDUCATION 
  
      676.850 Authority of regulatory boards to require cultural competency continuing 
education; documentation of participation; rules. (1) As used in this section, “board” means the: 
      (a) State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology; 
      (b) State Board of Chiropractic Examiners; 
      (c) State Board of Licensed Social Workers; 
      (d) Oregon Board of Licensed Professional Counselors and Therapists; 
      (e) Oregon Board of Dentistry; 
      (f) Board of Licensed Dietitians; 
      (g) State Board of Massage Therapists; 
      (h) Oregon Board of Naturopathic Medicine; 
      (i) Oregon State Board of Nursing; 
      (j) Long Term Care Administrators Board; 
      (k) Oregon Board of Optometry; 
      (L) State Board of Pharmacy; 
      (m) Oregon Medical Board; 
      (n) Occupational Therapy Licensing Board; 
      (o) Oregon Board of Physical Therapy; 
      (p) Oregon Board of Psychology; 
      (q) Board of Medical Imaging; 
      (r) State Board of Direct Entry Midwifery; 
      (s) State Board of Denture Technology; 
      (t) Respiratory Therapist and Polysomnographic Technologist Licensing Board; 
      (u) Home Care Commission; 
      (v) Oregon Health Authority, to the extent that the authority licenses emergency medical service 
providers; and 
      (w) Health Licensing Office, to the extent that the office licenses lactation consultants. 
      (2)(a) A board shall adopt rules to require a person authorized to practice the profession regulated 
by the board to complete cultural competency continuing education. Completion of the continuing 
education described in this subsection shall be a condition of renewal of an authorization to practice 
the profession regulated by the board every other time that the person’s authorization is subject to 
renewal. 
      (b) Cultural competency continuing education courses may be taken in addition to or, if a board 
determines that the cultural competency continuing education fulfills existing continuing education 
requirements, instead of any other continuing education requirement imposed by the board. 
      (c) A board shall consider the availability of the continuing education described in this subsection 
when adopting rules regarding the required number of credits of continuing education. 
      (d) A board shall encourage, but may not require, the completion of continuing education 
approved by the Oregon Health Authority under ORS 413.450. A board shall accept as meeting the 
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requirements of this subsection continuing education that meets the skills requirements established 
by the authority by rule. 
      (3) The requirements of subsection (2) of this section do not apply to a person authorized to 
practice a profession regulated by a board if the person is: 
      (a) Retired and not practicing the profession in any state; 
      (b) Not practicing the profession in this state; or 
      (c) Residing in this state but not practicing the profession in any state. [2013 c.240 §1; 2017 c.6 
§28; 2017 c.499 §19; 2018 c.61 §24; 2019 c.43 §11; 2019 c.186 §1] 
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