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Coliform Response Chart for Groundwater Systems 

Serving up to 1,000 Persons 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

E. coli MCL 
Consult with regulator. 

Boil notice within 24 hours. 
Notify wholesale & 

purchasing systems. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Any source 
samples EC+? 

Sample according to 
coliform sampling plan. 

Was routine 
sample EC+? 

Was routine sample total coliform 
positive (TC+) or E. coli positive (EC+)? 

Any repeat samples 
TC+ or EC+? 

Any repeat 
samples EC+? 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Proceed with 

Level 2 
Coliform 

Investigation & 

corrective action 
(Completed within 

30 days). 

Yes 

Collect 5 confirmation 
source samples within 

24 hours. 

Any confirmation 
samples EC+? 

No 

No 

No 

Proceed with 

Level 1 Coliform 
Investigation & 
corrective action 
(Completed by 

water supplier within 
30 days). 

Yes 

Any repeat 
samples TC+? 

Corrective Action 
Required 

Boil notice if applicable. 
Consult with regulator. 

Notify purchasing 
systems. 

Yes 

No 

Has system 
completed a Level 1 

Coliform Investigation 
within previous  

12 months? 

No 

Systems sampling 
quarterly collect 3 
routine samples in 

month following TC+. 

Source Water Sampling Distribution System Sampling 

Collect source sample(s) if not treating 

for virus inactivation (4-log). 

Collect 3 repeat samples within 24 hours. 

Systems sampling 
quarterly increase to 

monthly when prompted 
to complete a Level 2 
Coliform Investigation. 

No 

Systems sampling 
quarterly collect 3 
routine samples in 

month following TC+. 
 


