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Program Staffing Updates: Curtis Cude
· Tara Chetock, the former EPH Public Health Educator, has taken a new position as the Program Coordinator for the Domestic Wells Program.
· Kelly Cogswell is the new Epidemiologist for the Tracking Program
· Dal Marsters, is the new Business Systems Analyst 
· Jae Douglas, the PI for the EPHT Grant has taken a position with Multnomah County as the Environmental Health Director.
Oregon Tracking applied for three years of continued funding from the CDC Tracking Program. We hope to know results before the next project year starts August 1, 2014.
Topic #1: Mary Dinsdale – National Workgroups Summary
Q&A

1. Private Well Mapping - What is the scope of the contaminants being tested in wells?

Response: For Oregon, we’d be looking at nitrates, bacteria and arsenic.
2. Private Well Mapping - How many Oregonians currently drink from private wells? Do we have a number? What is the value of the effort we put in, in regard to the risks to Oregonians?

Response: There are an estimated 350,000 active private wells serving approximately 23% of Oregon’s population. In rural areas, 90% of Oregonians are dependent on groundwater for drinking.
3. Private Well Mapping - How does the public know the source of their water, and how can they find out who the water providers are?

Response: Residents served by municipal drinking water should receive an annual consumer confidence report from their water provider. Homeowners, of course, receive bills from their water provider and would be knowledgeable regarding whether they are served by a private well. Tenants can contact their local municipality or visit https://yourwater.oregon.gov/ to find out their water provider. 

4. Private Well Mapping - At the National Level is there an attempt to integrate the monitoring of wells; and is there data on water quality and fracking?
Response: The overall goal of the US Advisory Committee on Water Information’s Subcommittee on Groundwater is to “to develop and encourage implementation of a nationwide, long term ground-water quantity and quality monitoring framework that would provide information necessary for the planning, management, and development of ground-water supplies to meet current and future water needs, and ecosystem requirements” (http://acwi.gov/sogw/index.html). There is information sharing occurring at the federal and state levels regarding water quality and fracking. It is important to note that there is interest in exploring geological features of the eastern Oregon border for fracking potential.
5. Economic Burden of Disease in Children - What research has been done on diseases in children, due to environmental causes? 

Response: The State of CA Tracking Program completed this project. Eric Main can put you into contact with their team.
6. Health Impact Assessment Toolkit – no comments
7. Air and CVD Co-Display – Cardiovascular Disease and Air Quality - no comments
8. Environmental Health Community Profiles- no comments
Topic #2: Eric Main – BMI Social Vulnerability Index Preview
Question posed to group from Eric Main:

 “Is there value for Oregon Tracking in making a predictive model of BMI”?
Response/Comments/Discussion:

Comment: It does not seem to be research that will be published. Perhaps you should hold off if there is not a clear purpose in pursuing BMI data.
Response: Access to all of the data is available.  It is in our workplan for the next 3 years to evaluate and develop these sorts of indicators.  “How do we apply this?” is what we need to work out.
Topic #3: Dal Marsters – Portal Update and Demonstration

Dal Marsters gave a brief portal demonstration, showing OTAG the newest indicator (housing) available on the portal. OTAG was interested to see how the BMI data is displayed on the portal, as BMI was the subject of the previous presentation. 
Please visit the Tracking Portal at http://epht.oregon.gov/ to see the latest offerings, including indicators for housing.
Topic #4: Kelly Cogswell – Interactive Mapping Discussion

Kelly Cogswell presented the design for interactive maps, which would be an addition to the portal. Feedback from the DUNC meeting was shared, and OTAG was given the opportunity to give additional feedback on how Oregon Tracking should handle dual display. There was general support for a flexible design, in which users would be allowed to overlay any indicator on any other indicator. The need for thoughtful messaging was reiterated by OTAG. Positive feedback was received for the draft wording of the main disclaimer message to be published on the portal with the interactive maps. Suggestions for additional messaging included adding a statement to the print view to make it clear that Oregon Tracking did not make the map being printed. OTAG also agreed that a comprehensive help section would be needed. 
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