
 
 
September 28, 2018 

 

Dear OSPHL Clients, 

This letter serves to notify you about the upcoming changes needed to replace 
QuantiFERON® (QFT) Gold In-Tube with QuantiFERON®-TB Gold Plus (QFT-Plus) at the 
Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL). Qiagen, the manufacturer of the 
QuantiFERON® tests, has updated the test to include more comprehensive information about 
the immune response to M. tuberculosis (TB). 

All changes will take place beginning with specimens collected on December 3, 2018. The 
OSPHL has chosen to delay this implementation to utilize supplies in stock and reduce waste.  

We recognize this notice is longer than many, but we hope it answers most of the questions 
you have about this change. Please forward this notice to your colleagues who may need this 
information.  

 

How can I obtain QFT-Plus kits (4 tubes)?  

For locations that submitted specimens between September 2017 and August 2018, the 
OSPHL will automatically send new QFT-Plus kits in advance of the implementation date. A list 
of these facilities and that quantity to be sent is provided as an attachment to this notice.  

If your facility is not listed and you would like to order kits, please use the OSPHL Stockroom 
Order Request Form at www.bitly.com/PHLStockOrder. Please that you need QFT-Plus kits. 
QFT-Plus orders will be held and fulfilled closer to the implementation date. 

 

What should I do with the old QFT kits (3 tubes) I have at my facility? 

Please return the kits that will no longer be used to the OSPHL with your next shipment after 
the implementation date. The temperature inside the transport container does not matter for 
returning kits that will not be used. 

 

How should I collect specimens?  

The new QFT-Plus specimen collection kits contain four specimen collection tubes. Each tube 
must be filled according to the OSPHL specimen collection instructions, using the 
manufacturer’s “Direct draw into QFT-Plus Blood Collection Tubes” option.  
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Fill each tube within the black mark on the side of the collection tube. This mark indicates the 
range of blood volume for which the test has been validated (0.8 to 1.2ml). Specimen tubes 
may continue to be filled in any order. Shake tubes 10 times after filling, just firmly enough to 
ensure the inner surface of the tube is coated with blood.  

The OSPHL Lab Test Menu content for QFT-Plus is attached. This content will be posted on 
our website closer to the implementation date. The OSPHL Lab Test Menu is available at 
www.healthoregon.org/labtests.  

 

Will the results I receive be different?  

Yes. The new, fourth tube in the QFT-Plus collection kit adds CD8 antigens to the assay and a 
TB2 result to the report. Therefore, you will now see TB1 and TB2 antigen values on the 
laboratory result. The OSPHL will continue to provide an interpretation of the assay values, 
indicating Negative, Positive, or Indeterminate. 

We strongly encourage providers interpreting QFT results to review the Qiagen QFT Plus 
Provider FAQ for further information. This document contains ample information about the test 
change, result interpretation, and more. Additional information and provider education is 
available at: www.quantiferon.com/us.  

 

Ordering Tests 
On the OSPHL General Microbiology Test Request Form (OHA0060), under Mycobacteria, 
check the box for “DS2QFT: QuantiFERON testing.” Continue to enter the Time of Collection; 
this is required. The next version of the Test Request Form will list the new test. 
 
If your facility utilizes electronic test ordering, the OSPHL Laboratory Information Management 
System Administrator will contact your electronic health record (EHR) vendor or local EHR 
team to ensure the new order choice is available for use when the new test is implemented. 
 
 
What is not changing?  

Please continue to label specimens with two, unique patient identifiers that match the Test 
Request Form or laboratory order. Ensure that specimens are transported at ambient 
temperatures to the OSPHL for receipt within 16 hours of specimen collection.  

When sending a QFT-Plus specimen to the OSPHL, please call us at 503-693-4100 to notify 
our team that you are sending this type of specimen. This will ensure that the OSPHL team 
opens your box first and can get your specimen to the testing area for processing timely.  

There are no changes to fees for this test at this time.  
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Please contact Sarah Humphrey, OSPHL Client Services Coordinator, with questions at 503-
693-4124 or sarah.m.humphrey@state.or.us.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
John Fontana, PhD, (HCLD) ABB   Marianna Cavanaugh 
OSPHL Director     Lead Microbiologist, QFT-Plus 
 

 

Attachments: 

- QFT-Plus Kit Shipment Quantities 

- OSPHL Lab Test Menu Content for QFT-Plus 

 

 

 

Attachment: QFT-Plus Kit Shipment Quantities*  

Order Location Number of Kits 
Benton County Health Department 5 
Benton County Health Sweet Home 2 
Clackamas County Health Centers Sunnyside  
Health & Wellness 5 

Clackamas County Public Health Kaen Road 10 
Clark County Health Department 5 
Clatsop County Department of Public Health 2 
Crook County Health Department 2 
Deschutes County Health Services Downtown - Bend 2 
Deschutes County Health Services Redmond 2 
Josephine County Health Department 2 
Marion County - Paper Order 5 
Multnomah CHD 100 
North Central Public Health District 2 
Polk County Health Department 5 
Tillamook County Health Department 5 
Washington County Disease Control & Prevention 20 
Yamhill County Health Department 2 

 

*If your facility is not listed and you would like to order QFT-Plus kits, please use the OSPHL 
Stockroom Order Request Form at www.bitly.com/PHLStockOrder.  

mailto:sarah.m.humphrey@state.or.us
http://www.bitly.com/PHLStockOrder


 

Attachment: OSPHL Lab Test Menu 

QuantiFERON®-TB Gold Plus (QFT-Plus) 
Updated 12/03/2018  

Other Names Interferon Gamma Release Assay for tuberculosis (IGRA) 
How to Order On the OSPHL General Microbiology Test Request Form (OHA0060), under 

Mycobacteria, check the box for “DS2QFT: QuantiFERON testing.”  
 
Complete the Time of Collection. 
 
Notify the OSPHL of incoming specimen to ensure timely handling. 

Availability All clients 
Methodology Interferon-Gamma detection and quantification by ELISA in response to TB antigens 
Performed At least two days per week. Days of testing or additional testing dependent on specimen 

volume. 
Time to Reporting Within 4 working days after receipt of specimen 
CPT Code 86480 
 

Specimen Collection Details  
Collection Obtain a QFT collection kit from the laboratory and draw 1ml of blood into each of the 4 

specimen tubes. Specimen tubes may be filled in any order. After filling the tubes, shake 
each tube 10 times to ensure the entire inner surface of the tube is coated in blood. 
 
Do not collect or transport for receipt at the OSPHL on the business day before a 
holiday. Please avoid collecting specimens late in the afternoon on Thursdays for 
delivery on Friday mornings. 

Optimal Volume 1.0 ml per tube (0.8 - 1.2 ml line is printed on tube label) 
Minimum Volume 0.8 ml   
Handling Maintain all tubes at room temperature. Do not centrifuge. 
Transport Tubes must be sent at room temperature and be received in the laboratory within 16 

hours of collection, M - F, between 8:00AM and 5:00PM.  
 
Do not collect or transport for receipt at the OSPHL on the business day before a 
holiday. Please avoid collecting specimens late in the afternoon on Thursdays for 
delivery on Friday mornings.  

Rejection Criteria Specimens not received by the OSPHL within 16 hours of specimen collection or 
specimens received the business day immediately preceding a holiday.  
 
Specimens are subject to the requirements of the OSPHL Specimen Submission Policy 
and Criteria, available at http://bit.ly/SpecimenCriteria.  

Comments QFT-Plus is an indirect test for M. tuberculosis infection (including disease) and is 
intended for use in conjunction with risk assessment, radiography, and other medical and 
diagnostic evaluations. 
 
Please visit the Qiagen website for provider resources related to test development and 
result interpretation. www.quantiferon.com/us 
 
For additional information or assistance, please contact the laboratory at 503-693-4100. 
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