
 
 
 
 
 
March 26, 2019 
 
 
Dear OSPHL Clients and Public Health Partners,  
 
We are sending this letter to notify you that the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory 
(OSPHL) and the Acute and Communicable Disease Prevention Section (ACDP) are making 
changes to testing performed at the OSPHL. These changes will be effective May 1, 2019. 
Please forward this notice to your colleagues as needed.  
 
The OSPHL continues to collaborate with public health partners to efficiently utilize public 
resources for laboratory testing and norovirus investigation. The changes noted below have 
been proposed in collaboration with ACDP and discussed with the Conference of Local Health 
Officials Communicable Disease Subcommittee (CLHO-CD) and the Health Officers’ Caucus. 
These changes will further help public health to focus on work of greatest importance.  
 
Testing Changes 
The following tests will be discontinued at OSPHL but are available at CDC:  
 

- Clostridium botulinum toxin 
- Rickettsial Antibody Battery – includes the following tests only for confirmation of 

positive results from clinical laboratories:  
o Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (RMSF) 
o Q Fever Antibody 
o Murine typhus 

 
The following tests will be discontinued at the OSPHL but will be performed by the Idaho 
Bureau of Laboratories only for confirmation of positive results from clinical laboratories: 
 

- Hantavirus IgG and IgM 
 
For each of these tests, please continue to send specimens to OSPHL. The OSPHL will then 
forward specimens to the appropriate reference laboratory for testing. There is no charge for 
this testing at this time.  
 
Norovirus Investigation Change 
The OSPHL will no longer test to confirm norovirus-like outbreaks in long-term care facilities. 
Testing for bacterial pathogens in these settings will continue to be available as warranted by 
clinical or epidemiologic features. The OSPHL will continue to test for norovirus in outbreaks in 
other settings.  
 
 
 

(continues on next page) 
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The OSPHL and ACDP are updating all related guidance documents. You will see notices 
about these updates as implementation proceeds.  

 
Your collaboration is important to us. We look forward to continuing to work together to help 
meet your needs for quality laboratory testing to best serve the public health needs of your 
communities. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John L. Fontana, PhD, (HCLD) ABB   
Director, OSPHL    
 
 
Zintars Beldavs, MS 
Section Manager, ACDP 
 
 
Paul R. Cieslak, MD 
Medical Director 
Communicable Disease and Immunizations 

 


