
 
 
 
 
 
September 4, 2019 
 
 
Dear OSPHL Tuberculosis Testing Clients,  
 
Over the past several months, Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL) staff 
have engaged in a project to improve the clarity of tuberculosis testing result reports 
delivered to your facilities. Beginning October 1, 2019, you will begin to see reports 
delivered with more distinct results.  
  
 
What is changing?  
The changes detailed apply to reports delivered via Copia, fax, and electronic 
interfaces. Pertinent changes you will notice on your reports are as follows.  

- Results will clearly distinguish between multiple tests performed on the 
instrument, rather than resulting two results within the same test.  

- Results will clearly describe whether the result is from liquid versus solid media.  
- Test names have been edited to clarify for which PCR results are provided (e.g., 

Real-time PCR on an isolate vs. GeneXpert on processed sputum). 
- Results will more clearly distinguish between preliminary and final susceptibility 

testing results.  
 
Examples of the changes to the reports are provided at the end of this message. We 
encourage you to print each report and review them side-by-side for differences 
between them.  
 
 
What is not changing?  
There is no change to ordering tuberculosis testing from the OSPHL. Reports will 
continue to be delivered using existing methods.  
 
We hope this message provides you with sufficient information to understand the new 
and improved reports from the OSPHL. Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions.  
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Questions may be directed to Caitlin Miranda, Tuberculosis Testing Lead, at 503-693-
4100 or caitlin.miranda@dhsoha.state.or.us or Sarah Humphrey, Client Services 
Coordinator, at 503-693-4124 or sarah.m.humphrey@dhsoha.state.or.us.   
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
John Fontana, PhD, (HCLD) ABB   Marisa Frieder, PhD 
Director, OSPHL     Manager, General Microbiology 
 
 
 
Attachments:  

1. Current Result Report – in use – annotated  
2. Future Result Report – includes revisions – annotated  
3. Current and Future Susceptibility Pending Examples 
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GeneXpert results are combined.  

MGIT results are included within the Colony Count 
test.  Solid and liquid media results are not clearly 
defined. 

Result does not clearly define 
which testing method was used. 

Report Currently In Use 



 

Report Currently In Use 

It can sometimes be unclear what results 
are final or preliminary. 



 

Each test on the report is capitalized. Result follows. 

GeneXpert results are split into separate tests.  

Results for testing by MGIT and on solid media 
are clearly distinguished 

Results clearly show this result is for the DNA 
RT-PCR test.  

Future Report, Begins 10/1/2019 



 

While this example includes only Final results, 
if a result is preliminary it will be clearly stated 
here as well. 

Future Report, Begins 10/1/2019 



Current and Future Susceptibility Pending Examples 

Current/Old 

 
Future 

 


