
 “An uncommon illness of 
public health significance”
OR  potential BT agent is 

identified

Physician or laboratory 
Contacts County Public 

Health Department
24/7 phone

 (refer to directory)

County Health Department 
notifies State Public Health 

Epidemiology
24/7 971-673-1111

Business hours
(M-F 8am-5pm)

?
Yes NO

State Public Health Epi 
approves testing and 

contacts OSPHL Manager
503-693-4100

State Epi Staff approves after 
hours confirmatory testing and 
activates OSPHL by contacting 

OSPHL on-call manager

Transport Specimen to 
OSPHL (1,2)

Transport Specimen to 
OSPHL(1,2)

OSPHL on-call manager 
notifies on-call lab staff to 
return to lab within 2 hours

1) Emergency Transport method options:
OSPHL courier
Sentinel Lab Courier
FBI or other emergency responders
Public health staff

2) Appropriate regulations for the shipment of infectious materials must be followed.
The shipper is responsible for the proper packaging and shipping of all specimens.  
Shippers must be trained and certified by their employer to be able to prepare and ship packages containing category A and B infectious substances.

Title

Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL) Alogorithm for URGENT Transport of Specimens
To OSPHL for Confirmatory Testing

OSPHL manager, EPI staff, 
& county health staff discuss 

and determine transport 
method for specimen.
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