
Public Health Division
Tobacco Retail License Program

How to Read an Oregon ID
In Oregon, it is against the 
law to sell tobacco products, 
e-cigarettes and vaping products 
to anyone younger than 21. 

You can accept any one of these 
photo ID as their proof of age:

1.	 A passport or passport card 
issued by the United States or a 
foreign government.

2.	 A driver license issued by a U.S. state.

3.	 An ID card issued by a U.S. state.

4.	 An ID issued by a U.S. federally 
recognized Tribe.

5.	 A U.S. military ID card.

6.	 Any other ID card issued 
by a U.S. state or territory 
that has all of these:

	● Their picture
	● Their name
	● Their date of birth, and
	● A physical description of them.

How to check under 21 ID

An Oregon driver license and an Oregon 
ID card include the dates the person turns 
age 18 and 21. The dates are inside a red 

box on the right side of 
the card. Cards issued 
to those under 21 are 
in a vertical format.

The Oregon Driver and Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
issue both an Oregon Driver License and an 
Oregon ID Card, which look similar.

Do not rush or allow someone to pressure 
you when you check the ID. Carefully check 
it to comply with the law. You cannot just 
ask for their date of birth. You must always 
check the ID. If you are unsure if the ID is 
valid, you can refuse the sale.

For more about the laws against selling tobacco, e-cigarettes and vaping products to 
persons under 21 years of age email Tobacco.Inspections@odhsoha.oregon.gov.

Other formats and languages
You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a format you prefer free 
of charge. Contact the Tobacco Retail License Program at tobacco.inspections@odhsoha.
oregon.gov or 971-673-2283 (voice). We accept all relay calls.
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