
 

 

 
 
 
March 8, 2021 
 
Michael Oates, Chair, Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
Patricia Elliott, Local Public Health Administrator, Hood River County 
1109 June Street 
Hood River, OR 97031 
 
Dear Chair Oates and Ms. Elliott: 
 
OHA has reviewed your COVID-19 Vaccine Phase 1a Attestation Letter and Form.  
Thank you for the efforts of the local public health authority and its partners to assure 
access to COVID-19 vaccine for the 1a eligible populations. 
 
After reviewing your submission, OHA agrees that Hood River County and its partners 
have completed 1a vaccinations, with the awareness that gaps may be identified 
requiring additional allocation for 1a populations while vaccinating additional 
populations as they become eligible.   
 
We will be posting your attestation letter and form as well as this response to the OHA 
website for the purpose of transparency. 
 
Thank you again for your continued efforts through this unprecedented pandemic. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rachael Banks, MPA 
Public Health Director, 
Oregon Health Authority 
She/her/hers 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

 

 Kate Brown, Governor

January 25, 2021 

Dear Board Chairs and Local Public Health Administrators: 

The letter is a follow-up to our communication with you dated January 16th, regarding your 

efforts to reach individuals in Phase 1a, as you look forward to vaccinating K-12 education 

and early learning staff beginning January 25th and seniors by age group, starting February 

8th. The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) wants to reiterate that we appreciate all you are 

doing to help to vaccinate Oregonians against COVID-19.   

Regardless of where your jurisdiction is with providing vaccinations, OHA needs 

information about your efforts to vaccinate individuals in Phase 1a.  If your jurisdiction has 

completed Phase 1a and has not done so already, please review and complete the 

attached Phase 1a checklist.  In addition to the completed checklist, please provide a letter 

outlining efforts you have made to offer vaccinations and vaccinate all individuals in Phase 

1a populations, including providing detailed documentation regarding your outreach and 

vaccination efforts in reaching individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 

traditional health workers, health care interpreters and individuals in adult foster homes.  If 

there are barriers to reaching all individuals in Phase 1a please include that information as 

well and how you have or intend to address them. OHA will continue to reach out to LPHAs 

weekly to understand how many additional first doses are needed to complete Phase 1a in 

your jurisdiction so that information can help inform allocation decisions. 

OHA may request additional information if needed and will provide feedback regarding 

whether you have made sufficient efforts to vaccinate those in Phase 1a.  You may not 

move to vaccinate individuals in Phase 1b other than K-12 education and early learning 

staff or seniors without OHA approval.  

The information you provide to OHA will be made available publicly.   

Both the Local Public Health Administrator and County or Public Health District Board Chair 

must sign the form and letter, pursuant to their authority under ORS 431.413, 431.415, and 

431.418.   

Sincerely, 

Patrick M. Allen 

Director, Oregon Health Authority 

500 Summer St NE E20 

Salem OR 97301

Voice: 503-947-2340 

Fax: 503-947-2341
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Kate Brown, Governor

I have reviewed the attached checklist and affirm that the LPHA jurisdiction has 

made sufficient efforts to ensure that the individuals in Phase 1a have been given 

the opportunity to be vaccinated. 

The LPHA jurisdiction will continue to make efforts to reach out to individuals in 

Phase 1a who have not yet been vaccinated, provide initial vaccinations for these 

individuals not yet vaccinated, and will ensure that individuals in Phase 1a get 

their booster dose. 

The LPHA jurisdiction has ensured that vaccines sites are culturally responsive, 

linguistically appropriate and accessible to people with physical, intellectual and 

developmental disabilities. 

Board Chair 
Electronic Signature (PC only) 

Local Public Health Administrator 
Electronic Signature (PC only) 

Michael Oates Digitally signed by Michael Oates 

Date: 2021.04.06 10:17:35 -07'00'

Patricia Elliott Digitally signed by Patricia Elliott 

Date: 2021.03.31 14:39:21 -07'00'

✔

✔

✔
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Patrick M. Allen, Director 
Oregon Health Authority 
 
April 7, 2021 
 
 
Director Allen,  
 
Hood River County has offered and/or vaccinated all residents in Phase 1a populations within 
the county. Hood River County Health Department has provided multi-pronged outreach and 
provider partnerships in ensuring that all vulnerable populations have been provided information 
and the opportunity to receive COVID19 vaccine.  
 
Hood River County providers have a close working relationship, and coordination of services is 

such a big part of our daily work life. We are coordinating with pharmacies and a variety of 

provider-types, including Providence Hospital, outpatient clinics, specialty clinics, FQHC, and 

hospice providers. We are allocating vaccine to partners on a weekly basis, until they get 

adequate vaccine from OHA shipments. Variety of clinic types and sizes is the key to 

maximization.  

We have ensured that the maximum number of individuals have been reached by partnering 

with all Hood River County care providers (both independent and employed), encouraging 

private and specialty providers to enroll as vaccine providers, sharing vaccine resources 

including vaccine itself as well as volunteer workforce. We have been coordinating vaccine 

events and working with community-based organizations to maximize outreach to populations 

they serve, as well as working with businesses and industries to assure easy access for 

employees.  

Examples of our partnerships include, working with Mid-Columbia Center for Living, Opportunity 

Connections, and Adults and People with Disabilities to ensure that the IDD group homes and 

adult foster care homes and others are provided accurate information and the opportunity to 

coordinate and schedule vaccine services. We also coordinated with other providers to ensure 

that there were on-site vaccine services available when needed and prioritized this population 

for on-site, drive-thru, and walk-up vaccine clinics when able. Heart of Hospice has been such a 

great resource for our community by offering to vaccinate their clients as well as other home-

care provider clients. They are also providing community and employer sponsored clinics. 

We have utilized invitation-only scheduling and have done tremendous outreach to individuals 
and agencies. Our Vulnerable Populations Coordinator was invaluable to us for this process. 
She has experience and has worked with many agencies to complete assessments for the AFN 
Annex for HPP grant work and has a deep understanding of the needs and the partners to 
assure access to services for these groups.  
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The Columbia Gorge region has a Community of Practice specifically for traditional health 

workers. This is a large group that consists of many agencies and provider groups from 7 

counties and 2 states. We utilized their list serve to outreach directly to the CHWs living and/or 

working in Hood River County. They were all invited to schedule with the HRCHD, or one of the 

other available venues, including their PCP offices. We also utilized the provider offices and the 

list of certified and qualified medical interpreters in the area to outreach to those groups. 

Provider groups were able to vaccinate their own staff.  

Our scheduling program has information and links for transportation assistance throughout the 

process. If a person answers “yes” for needing transportation assistance, they will also get an 

auto-generated email with instructions on scheduling a ride. In addition, our staff calls each 

person who indicated they need transportation to get a vaccine to ensure that they were 

successful in scheduling a ride. If not, we will help them. We do not want transportation to be a 

barrier. We are working with Columbia Area Transit, Age Plus and Volunteers in Action to get 

people to vaccine clinics.  

Community-based organizations we have been working closely with include; The Next Door, 

Inc., One Community Health, Hood River Shelter Services, Fish Food Bank, Gorge Ecumenical 

Services, Age Plus, Hood River Senior Center, Mid-Columbia Center for Living, Hood River 

City, Adults and People With Disabilities, Radio Tiera, Hood River County School District, 

Columbia Gorge Health Council, Bridges to Health, Eastern Oregon Center for Independent 

Living, Columbia River Inter Tribal Fisheries Commission, Oregon Department of 

Transportation, Department of Human Services, Columbia Area Transit, Volunteers in Action, 

Community Action Program, Mid-Columbia Housing Authority and many more.  

Thank you for your consideration in allowing us to attest that we have completed adequate 

outreach and provided vaccine for those residents in Phase 1a. 

 

Thank you,  

 

 

Trish Elliott, Director 
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