
Focusing on Flu During 
A Global Pandemic

Welcome! 
We’re glad to have you joining us today. 

The webinar will begin shortly. 



OREGON IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM
Public Health Division

Housekeeping

All Participants are muted (please stay on mute)

If you have a question for one of our speakers or have technical 
difficulty, please type it in the chat box.  

A recording of this webinar will be available online after the event. Contact 
us at VFC.help@state.or.us for more information.
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Influenza Symptoms

• Fever
• Headache
• Myalgia
• Malaise
• Cough
• Sore throat
• Occasional GI symptoms



Impact of Influenza
in a Typical Year

• 10%–20% ill
• U.S.*

– ~225,000 hospitalizations
– ~23,000 deaths

• Oregon
– ~2,800 hospitalizations
– ~300 deaths

CDC. MMWR 2010; 59:1057–62.



https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

Of 45,869 positive 
specimens:
• 26,916 (59%) A

• 93% H1N1pdm09
• 7% H3N2

• 18,953 (41%) B
• 98.4% Victoria
• 1.6% Yamagata



Oregon Influenza Data
2019–2020 Season

• Flu laboratory positives: 16,142
– A: 6,046 (37.5%)
– B: 10,096 (62.5%)

• Metro-area hospitalizations: 690
– A: 56.2%  A/H1N1: 92.5%
– B: 43.8%  B/Yamagata: 98.3%
– Adults: 86.4%, 38.6% ≥65



Peak Month of Influenza Activity 
Oregon, 1996–2019
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Influenza Hospitalizations by Week and 
Age, Portland Metro Area, 2019–2020

http://bit.ly/flubites



Influenza Hospitalization Rates by Age, 
Oregon EIP, 2011–2020

Season <5 5–17 18–49 50–64 ≥65
2011–2012 4.7 4.4 6.7 10.1 54.2

2012–2013 28.1 8.5 10.1 31.1 155.7

2013–2014 21.9 6.6 23.8 66.9 79.7

2014–2015 23.0 8.0 12.5 36.8 242.3

2015–2016 13.4 6.5 11.3 39.8 89.4

2016–2017 23.6 12.0 21.0 88.8 438.1

2017–2018 54.8 12.3 21.6 119.2 341.6

2018–2019 41.1 17.7 20.7 83.7 289.0

2019—2020 50.9 15.2 18.7 51.3 100.5



Influenza Severity Indices
Hospitalized Cases, Oregon EIP, 2014–2020

Season n
Dominant 
Strain ICU

Mech. 
Ventilation

In‐Hosp. 
Death

2014–2015 810 H3N2 12% 5% 2.8%

2015–2016 466 H1N1 20% 10% 4.3%

2016–2017 1,466 H3N2 16% 6% 3.6%

2017–2018 1,522 H3N2/ 
H1N1 17% 8% 3.5%

2018–2019 1,305 H3N2 17% 7% 4.1%

2019—2020 690 H1N1/B 
Yamagata ‐‐ ‐‐ 3.5%



Influenza v COVID-19
Influenza COVID-19

Virus orthomyxovirus beta coronavirus
reservoir birds→humans bats→humans
Incubation period 1–4 days 2–14 days
Illness URI, LRI URI, LRI, sepsis

Transmission
Respiratory droplets

Droplet nuclei
Contact

Respiratory droplets
Droplet nuclei

Contact
Contagion 5–7 days? 12 days?
R0 1.4–4? 2–5?
Infection fatality rate 0.05%–0.1%? 0.3%–0.6%?
Fatality rate, 
hospitalized cases 2.8%–4.3% ~20%



FluView, 2015-2016 Week 27.



ILI v CLI

Influenza-like illness COVID-19-like illness
Temp ≥37.8°C Fever

Cough or sore throat

Cough, shortness of 
breath, difficulty 

breathing, or 
coronavirus diagnosis 

code
No other known cause



CLI and ILI, by Week
United States, 2019–2020

Data from Sept 29, 2019 – August 1, 2020
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html

CLI

ILI



Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness
2008–2020 Seasons

www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccines-work/past-seasons-estimates.html

Season Reference States Patients VE (95% CI)
2008–2009 Unpublished WI, MI, NY, TN 6,713 41 (30, 50)
2009–2010 Griffin 2011 WI, MI, NY, TN 6,757 56 (23, 75)
2010–2011 Treanor 2011 WI, MI, NY, TN 4,757 60 (53, 66)
2011–2012 Ohmit 2014 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 4,771 47 (36, 56)
2012–2013 McLean 2014 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 6,452 49 (43, 55)
2013–2014 Gaglani 2009 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 5,999 52 (44, 59)
2014–2015 Zimmerman 2016 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 9,311 19 (10, 27)
2015–2016 Jackson 2017 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 6,879 48 (41, 55)
2016–2017 Flannery 2019 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 7,410 40 (32, 46)
2017–2018 Rolfes 2019 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 8,436 38 (31, 43)
2018–2019 Flannery 2019 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 10,041 29 (21, 35)
2019–2020 Flannery 2020 WI, MI, PA, TX, WA 8,844 39 (32, 45)



Two Bad Respiratory Viruses
Are a Problem.
• Similar clinical syndromes
• Similar means of spread
• COVID-19 testing supply already strained
• Influenza vaccine uptake suboptimal
• Influenza vaccine effectiveness suboptimal
• Dual infections with SARS-CoV-2 and other 

respiratory viruses documented



Our Challenge
• Keep disease transmission low

– Stay home while sick

– Stay home if exposed

– Physical distancing

– Masking

– Avoid hand-to-hand contact

• Vaccinate against influenza

• Vaccinate against COVID-19?





DRIVE THRU FLU 
CLINICS

B O B  D A N N E N H O F F E R , M D
A U G U S T  1 3 , 2 0 2 0



WHERE IS FLU VACCINE GIVEN?

• 60% at doctor’s offices

• 30% at pharmacies

• 3% by public health

• Rest at workplaces or at nursing homes



CURRENT FLU DELIVERY SYSTEM

• Not always convenient

• Occasionally associated with other costs

• Not able to “scale”

• Those without insurance may need to pay

• May cause exposure to other sick people



DRIVE THRU FLU CLINICS

• In 2015, Douglas County envisioned the need to have a “point of dispensing” 
model that could be adapted to testing, medication delivery or vaccine delivery

• With assistance from vaccine program and emergency preparedness, decided 
upon a drive thru flu clinic

• Have repeated these flu clinics each winter

• Now adapted to drive thru Covid Testing

• Have done 56 drive thru Covid testing clinics since March



DOUGLAS COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS





INVITE 
COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
Fire Department

Emergency Manager

Sheriff ’s Office

Red Cross

CERT 

Hospitals

Healthcare Partners 

Media



J U S T  I N  T I M E  
T R A I N I N G

Leave plenty of time –
suggest 30 minutes for 
vaccinators

Prepare important 
information ahead of time

Use scripts

Deliver training at each 
shift change

Provide job sheets



SPEEDING 
THINGS 
UP…

Use Dispense Assist

Pre-print NDC and lot 
numbers onto labels



LESSONS LEARNED

• Tremendous community support
• Free is great
• There are a million details, but none are unsurmountable
• Can do 60 per hour per line
• Dwell time of less than 8 minutes
• Practice definitely helps
• If you will ever do it, this is the year
• Will be good practice for a CovidVaccine drive thru



FINALLY… 
Prepare for the 
weather!



Immunization Update: Flu in Oregon 
2020-21

August 13, 2020 Erin Corrigan, MPH

Erin Corrigan
8/13/2020



Switching gears…

• Flu Vaccine Supply

• Managing Flu in ALERT IIS

• Adult Flu Vaccine



Flu Vaccine Supply:

PLENTIFUL!



Flu Vaccine Supply
All Clinics:
• State‐supplied VFC flu vaccine

• For patients age 6 months through 18 years

Public Clinics
• State‐supplied Adult flu vaccine (Flu Pool)

• Vulnerable populations, code as O (317)
• Locally owned flu vaccine is marked as “Private” 
in ALERT

• For insured patients age 19+



Checking on Flu in ALERT



Checking on Flu in ALERT: Manage Flu



Draw Down (Order) Flu in ALERT When 
Doses are Available



Exciting Planned Projects
• Outreach using mobile van to vaccinate Benton Co Assisted Living 
Facilities

• Clackamas Co Community Paramedic delivers vaccines to houseless 
populations

• DHS contract nurses to bring vaccines to all Adult Foster Care Homes 
statewide (residents and staff)

• “Public Access Providers” enrolled with OIP



Oregon CARES Influenza Project
• Protect our communities most affected by COVID, preserve our healthcare 
system, prepare for COVID vaccine distribution and administration.

• Includes funding for LPHAs & Tribes, communication tools, and special 
projects to test novel vaccination administration projects.

• 70K doses of influenza vaccine at no cost available to all enrolled providers 
– let us know your ideas!

• Enroll with us if you can help and if you intend to be a COVID vaccine 
provider.

39



ALERT IIS training resources
Live webinars & on-demand content 
Learn more about ALERT IIS reports



ALERT IIS Help Desk 
800‐980‐9431

alertiis@state.or.us

• Reset passwords
• Set up new user account
• Report duplicate patient 
records

• Functionality questions

HOURS of OPERATION:
Mon-Fri , 9-4

VFC Help Desk 
971‐673‐4VFC

VFC.help@state.or.us

• Vaccine ordering
• Temperature excursions
• VFC compliance
• Enrollment



Focusing on Flu During 
A Global Pandemic

Thank you for joining us today, we hope you found the session informative. If you have 
additional question or requests, please contact our VFC help desk:

VFC Help Desk
971-673-4832

VFC.help@state.or.us

Thank you!


