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Public Health Division 

Emergency Medical Services Program 

Tina Kotek, Governor

Work Experience and Proof of Employment for  
Reciprocity Paramedic License Applicants 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Nationally registered Paramedics with an out-of-state license who have at least two of 
the last five years of advanced life support, first response Paramedic experience are 
eligible to obtain an Oregon license.  

 
I am applying for reciprocity as a Paramedic in the State of Oregon and I have 
my NREMT Paramedic certification, but I do not have an associate degree or 
higher. Can I use my experience within the last five years? 
Yes, submit proof of having at least two of the last five years of ALS, first response, 
paramedic experience in another state or in the United States military at the National 
Registry Paramedic level.  
 
What is acceptable experience at the Paramedic level? 
This experience must include Advanced Life Support, 911-response with a prehospital 
agency where you were conducting patient assessments, made treatment decisions 
and completed patient care reports. 
 
What type of documentation is needed for proof of experience? 
Letters from employers must be on official letterhead, dated, with a signature block 
and contact information. Letters must be generated by an official from human 
resources, company CEO, Chief, or other person holding an official position within the 
agency who can verify your work history. If your letter(s) do not contain the required 
information, your application will be delayed and possibly rejected. 
 
What if my experience is not 911-response or I do not have 2 years of 
experience? 
If your work experience does not include 911-response or you do not have at least 24 
months, you do not qualify for a paramedic license. You may qualify for a Transitional 
Paramedic license. Please see the Transitional Paramedic FAQ for more information 
(LINK) 
 
What experience is not accepted?  
OHA-EMS will not accept the following for prior work experience:  

• Wildland fire deployments  
• Contracted medical events  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthoregon.org%2Fems&data=05%7C02%7CREBECCA.J.LONG%40oha.oregon.gov%7Ccce6b4dddaf24d6e630108dcf77f5304%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C638657373428006623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bDLXlwcw5uhXIWwmLapTw6JwCcBqfg6uVaOwm6TrKRo%3D&reserved=0
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• Work in occupational medicine  
• Off-shore contracted assignments  
• Work in a clinic or hospital 

 
Additional questions may be submitted to ems.trauma@odhsoha.oregon.gov 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthoregon.org%2Fems&data=05%7C02%7CREBECCA.J.LONG%40oha.oregon.gov%7Ccce6b4dddaf24d6e630108dcf77f5304%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C638657373428006623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bDLXlwcw5uhXIWwmLapTw6JwCcBqfg6uVaOwm6TrKRo%3D&reserved=0
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